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PREF ACE. 



A, 



.S many of the fymptoms of Gonorrhoea and 
Lues Venerea become frequent objects of the furge- 
on's attention, I at one time meant to have intro- 
duced a treatife on thefe difeafes in the Syftem of 
Surgery publiihed fome years ago, but I was prevent- 
ed from doing fo, by different publications upon the 
fame fubjecl being announced about the fame period. 
As thefe works have fince made their appearance, 
and, as fome of them have been very favourably re- 
ceived, it may be imagined, that farther writings upon 
this fubjecl: can fcarcely at prefent be required. It 
mufl indeed be admitted that many valuable publi- 
cations have come forth within thefe few years upon 
this branch of the prof e (lion ; particularly one by Mr. 
John Hunter of London, intituled, A Treatife on 
the Venereal Difeafe ; and another intituled, Practical 
Observations on Venereal Complaints, by. Doctor 
Swediaur. But although much information may be 
obtained from both of thefe works, as well as from 
fome other late publications upon this fubjecl, there 
is Hill much left for others to elucidate. Such is the 
effect of experience and obfervation, that farther ad- 
vantages are daily accruing from tbe labours of in- 
dividuals in the treatment of this as well as of al- 
molt every other difeafe ; and as this I hope will 
in fome degree appear from the prefent publication, 
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fo I (hall frill expect to find that the future endea- 
vours of others will prove yet more fuccefsful. 

Among other points which I have more particu- 
larly attempted to elucidate, the treatment of Gonor- 
rhoea by injections, and the quantity of mercury to 
be exhibited in Lues Venerea, are, perhaps, the molt 
important ; and I flatter myielf that I have given 
views concerning them, which, in practice, will be 
found to merit attention. The cure of Gonorrhoea 
by injections is, no doubt, very univerfaily practifed ; 
but while in a great proportion of cafes it proves 
fuccefsful, in others it fails entirely : The caule of 
this, io far as I know, has never hitherto been ex- 
plained. Whether I ' may have conveyed an adequate 
idea of my opinion upon this point I cannot pofi- 
tivelv fay ; but the obfervations upon which it is 
founded are fuch, that all who pay attention to the 
fubjecl may be enabled readily to afcertain fuch ca- 
fes as will yield to injections, as well as thofe in 
which no advantage is to be expected from them. 

The opinion which I have ventured to fupport, 
of the difference between the matter of Gonorrhoea, 
and that of Lues Venerea, will no doubt be cehfur- 
ed by many. They ought, however, to recollect, in 
matters of opinion, which cannot be proved by de- 
' monftration, that fome uncertainty muff always take 
place ; and before cenfuring with feverity the opini- 
ons which others may luggeit, they lhould conlider 
whether their own may not be equally liable to ob- 
jection. »Tp me it appears that the reafons which I 
have, adduced in fupport of my opinion are very 
conciuiive, but I {hall make full acknowledgment of 
my error, if fufficient reafons ftiall ever be given to 
{how that it is ill-founded. In the mean time, it will 
be perceived, that the theory which I have adopted 
does not lead to any deviation from the practice which 
now generally prevails upon this point, while it ferves 
to explain mora clearly than the opinion which has 
commonly prevailed, feveral of the phenomena of the 
two difeafes, as well as the caufe of different reme- 
dies being necelfarv for each of them. 
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I do not expe£l that practitioners of experience and 
obfervation will derive much information from this 
publication, but I am hopeful that beginners will de- 
rive fome advantage from it ; for it has been equally 
my deiire to exhibit a correct view of the different 
fymptoms of which I treat, and to point out the 
method of cure in a manner that will be clear and 
intelligible. Where theory is ever admitted, it is 
chiefly with a view to explain, upon rational princi- 
ples, fuch points as the ingenuity of fome fpecula- 
tive writers have tended to render intricate. 
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GONORRHOEA VIRULENT A, 

AND 

LUES VENEREA. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Confideration of the ^iiejlion, Whether Gonorrhea and 
Lues Venerea originate from the fame Contagion* 

AN opinion has been generally received amonglfc 
practitioners, that Gonorrhoea Virulenta and 
Lues Venerea are of the fame nature ; that they origi- 
nate from the fame contagion ; and are cnly Giftin- 
guifhed by the circumftance of Gonorrhoea being a lo- 
cal difeafe of the urethra, while the other is a 
affection of the fyftem. But, as there is caufe to 
gine that thefe difeafes arife from different fpecific 
contagions, and as the eftablifhing of one or other of 
thefe opinions muft influence the conduct of the cure, 
it becomes a matter of importance to inftitute an en- 
quiry into this part of our fubject. 

Both difeafes are contracted in a fimilar way ; both, 
in the firfl inftance, affect the genital organs ; and 
they occafionally appear at the fame time in the fame 
patient ; hence it has been concluded that they have 
a common origin, and one method of cure has been 
fuppofed applicable to either. 

The refufal of fome patients to fubmit to the dif- 
trefsand inconveniency, the frequent refalt of a pro- 
tva^ed mercurial courfe, and who neverthelefs reco* 

C 
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vered from the ufual fymptoms of Gonorrhoea, firft 
fuggefted a doubt of the two difeafes being produced 
by the fame contagion. It is well known that Lues 
Venerea can be certainly cured by mercury, only ; and 
the opinion reflecting the exiftence of a fpecific con- 
tagion of Gonorrhoea, arifing from this obvious and 
marked difference in the method of cure, appears to 
be fixed and eflablifhed by the following facts : The 
fymptoms and confequences of Gonorrhoea are perfect- 
ly different from thofe which take place in Lues Ve- 
nerea. Both difeales have appeared, at different pe- 
riods, in the fame countries ; and, in fome inflances, 
they have remained diftiuct and uncombined for a 
great length of time. 

That the fymptoms of the two difeafes are differ- 
ent, is univerfally known. A particular detail of fuch 
as are peculiar to each, will be given in the enfuing 
chapters. At prefent, it is only neceffary to obferve, 
that Gonorrhoea confifls ofa difcharge of puriform mat- 
ter from the urethra ; which, even by thofe who fup- 
port the contrary opinion, is now admitted to be in 
almoft every inftance, a local affection, and that it ve- 
ry rarely contaminates the general habit of body : 
while Lues Venerea is a difeafe of the conftitution, ari- 
fing from the abforption of venereal virus from any 
part of the furface of the body, but moft frequently 
from the genitals ; by which are produced buboes, ul- 
cers in various parts, particularly in the nofe and 
throat, pains and fwellings in the bones, with a vari- 
ety of other fymptoms which it is not at prefent ne- 
ceffary to mention. 

The firft appearance of the Lues Venerea is, for the 
moft part, in the form of a chancre or fmall ulcer, in 
fome part of the penis. It is univerfally admitted, 
that even the flighteft affection of this nature is apt to' 
produce the pox, or a general affection of the fyftem ; 
jnfomuch, that no practitioner of experience will trull 
the cure of this fymptom to local remedies. If the 
fore be left to itfelf, it almoft always becomes worfe. 
The matter which it affords is taken up by the abforb- 
ents ; and buboes, with the other fymptoms enume- 
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rated above, very certainly enfue. Thefe are almofl 
the univerfal confequences of a fore produced by the 
venereal virus; but they alfo occur frequently where 
the Skin remains found and entire ; that is, abforpti- 
on of the venereal poifon often takes place where no 
yeStige of ulceration is preceptible. This, indeed, 
is denied by many ; but I have met with various in- 
stances of it, and it will be admitted by every prac- 
titioner of experience. Now, this being established, 
in the application of the venereal virus to every other 
part of the body, if the matter of Gonorrhoea were of 
the fame nature, why does it not, in almofl every in- 
stance, enter the fyftem, and produce pox ? So far as 
we know, the urethra is as plentifully fupplied with 
sbforbents as other parts of the body ; the fame kind 
of matter, when applied to them here, ought there- 
fore to be productive of fimilar effects: and hence Lu- 
es Venerea ought frequently, perhaps in every inftance, 
to be the confequence of Gonorrhoea, were the matter 
by which the two difeafes are produced the fame. 

As this is a Strong argument in favour of the two 
difeafes proceeding from different kinds of contagion^ 
much ingenuity has been exerted by thofe who fupport 
the contrary opinion, in endeavouring to account for it* 

In the firft place, it has been faid, that Gonorrhoea 
fometimes terminates in pox, and, therefore, that 
this of itfelf is a fufftcient proof of the two affections 
being of the fame n-ature. 

Were it certain that this ever happened, no farther 
evidence would be required, as a few well-marked in- 
stances would be conclusive ; but every unprejudiced 
practitioner will admit, that no fufficient proofs of it 
have ever occured. 

In order to fupport this opinion, data mult be re- 
ceived, which we know to be inadmifTible. We muSt 
admit, that a perfon with chanchres only, communi- 
cates to another, not only every fymptom of pox, but 
of Gonorrhoea, and that another with Gonorrhoea on- 
ly gives tovall with whom he may have connection, 
chancres with their various confequences. This ought, 
indeed, to be n very common occurrence ; iufomuch, 
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that every practitioner mould be able to decide upon 
it with certainty, if this opinion was well founded : 
Inftead of which, it will be admitted by all, that the 
one difeafe being produced by the other is even, in 
appearance, a very rare occurrence, I have paid much 
attention to the point inqueftion; and, in almoil eve- 
ry inftance, a few cafes indeed only excepted, and 
where the moft particular enquiries even were made, 
it has happened, that a perfon infecled with Gonor- 
rhoea has received it from another evidently labour- 
ing under that difeafe, and that chancres have been 
communicated by fuch as were diftreffed with chan- 
cres only. 

This, I am convinced, will be very commonly found 
to be clearly the cafe ; fo that a few inftances, bearing 
fome appearances of the contrary, are much more rea- 
dily explained on the idea of the two difeafes being 
produced by different kinds of contagion ; and this 
may alfo be faid of the few folitary cafes that may be 
met with, of chancre being fuppofed to terminate in 
Gonorrhoea, and Gonorrhoea in chancre, and other 
fymptoms of pox. We can more eafily conceive that 
the fame perfon mould, in fome inftances, receive, and 
therefore be able to communicate, both kinds of con- 
tagion, than that the incident we are confidering 
mould be fo feldom met with, were the opinion well 
founded, of the two difeafes being originally of the 
fame nature. 

However ill founded an eftablilhed opinion may be, 
if it has received the fanction of being generally a- 
dopted, we know how difficult it is to overturn it. 
There are few who enter fo minutely into the conii- i 
deration of fuch points as to be able to decide upoi**** 
them ; and of thofe who do, there are very few who 
will take the trouble of engaging in fuch difcuflions 
as are necelfary for the conviclion of others. This 
may be confidered as the chief caufe of the point in 
quefcion remaining fo long in obfcurity, as well as of 
the explanation hitherto ufually given, of various cir- 
cumftances in Gonorrhoea and Lues Venerea having been 
uniformly made to fupport it. It will alfo ferve to 
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account for circumflances being held forth as matter 
of facl, which, on inquiry, are perceived to be ill 
founded ; for, when once an opinion is admitted, we 
are apt to give fuch an explanation of whatever may 
feem to relate to it, as can in any way tend to fup- 
port it. 

Thus, although few in the prefent age will affert 
that Gonorrhoea often terminates in Lues Venerea,yet 
by many we are told, that it is very apt to do fo when 
it is improperly treated. Whatever puts a fudden flop 
to a fevere or copious difcharge from the urethra is 
by many fuppofed to do harm. Hence all who con- 
demn the ufe of injections in Gonorrhoea affirm, that 
they often convert a fimple clap into a pox, by throw- 
ing into the blood what otherwife would have been 
carried off. This, however, is by no means fupport- 
ed by experience. A ftimulating injection will no 
doubt excite pain and inflammation in the urethra; 
and this, in fome inftances, will be productive of fwel- 
led teftes, and perhaps of fympathetic fwellings in the 
glands of the groin ; but I have not known a Angle in- 
stance of pox induced in this manner : and as I have 
long been in the daily ufe of injections, many cafes of it 
mull have occurred, if the idea I have juft Hated were 
well founded. Till of late, indeed, a patient who was 
fo unfortunate as to have a clap fuddenly Hopped, was 
fo certainly confidered as poxed, that he was immedi- 
ately put under a very complete courfe of mercury, by 
which he was made to undergo a very unneceifary and 
diftrefsful confinement. 

Although this practice, however, is now very com- 
monly exploded, yet there are fome who ftill adhere to 
it, I was called, in April 1784, tovifit a gentleman 
who, in a Gonorrhoea attended with a good deal of in- 
flammation, had been fo foolifh as to live freely, and 
to ride much on horfeback. This, with the unguard- 
ed ufe of a very ftimulating injection, put a fudden 
flop to the difcharge ; and at the lame time it excited 
a very confiderable degree of pain and inflammation 
. along all the pofterior part of the urethra, towards the ; 
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proflrate gland and neck of the bladder, attended with 
a painful and frequent deiire to make water. 

On the idea of thefe being fymptoms of pox, he 
was immediately put under a courfe of mercury; and, 
when I firft faw him, he had been ufing it for the 
fpace of fix weeks. The furgeon in attendance ac- 
knowledged that no advantage had been derived from 
it; and the patient himfelf laid that his diflrefs was 
daily increafing. They were both, therefore, eafily 
perfuaded to lay the mercury afide ; and, by the re- 
peated application of leeches to the perineum, of fo- 
mentations, and opiates, to allay the pain, the inflam- 
mation foon began to fubfide; and, in a fhert time, he 
was perfectly well. 

In December 1788, a young man called upon me, 
with a painful hard fwelling in his groin, of an oblong 
form, nearly an inch in diameter, and reaching from 
the ring in the external oblique mufcle down to the 
top of the teflis. It appeared fuddenly, about four 
months before, and feemed to be the confequence of a 
clap being too haflily flopped. He was at firfl attack- 
ed with fevere pain at the neck of the bladder, which 
flretched to the groin, and down to the teflis of tne 
fame fide. This, together with a conflant and pain- 
ful inclination to void urine, rendered his life mifer- 
able. Nor was his diflrefs in any degree abated by a 
courfe of mercury which he was immediately put un- 
der. On the contrary, the fwelling, which at Aril 
was not thicker than a common quill, was now very 
confiderable. My idea of the fwelling was, that at 
firft it had been merely an inflammatory afFeclion of the 
vas deferens, which by degrees had fpread to the reft ; 
of the fpermatic chord ; but, what was unufual, it 
had never affefted either the teflis or epididymis, 'as 
a confiderable quantity of mercury had been taken, 
and as, inflead of proving ufeful, it had rather appear- 
ed to do harm, the furgeon whom he employed was 
eafily perfuaded to trufl the cure to other remedies. 
Local bloodletting with leeches was frequently re- 
peated, both in the perineum and groin. The parts 
were regularly fomented with a folution of faccharum 
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fatiirni. His bowels were kept eafy with gentle lax- 
atives, and he was put upon a mild diet of milk and 
vegetables. In a few days the pain abated, and the 
tumour gradually leffened, till at laft, in the courfe 
of five or fix weeks, it was entirely gone. 

In the courfe of lafl winter, I attended two differ- 
ent patients, with alarming fympt cms about the neck 
of the bladder, evidently induced by the improper 
management of Gonorrhoea. The parts in both were 
not merely pained, but confiderably fwelled ; and, at 
the fame time, almoft a total fuppreilion of urine took 
place. Although in both the difcharge from the ure- 
thra had been fuddenly flopped, I did not advife mer- 
cury. The patients being both plethoric, were plen- 
tifully blooded, flrft at the arm, and afterwards re- 
peatedly with leeches in the perineum. This, with 
fomentations, and opiates to allay the violence of the 
pain, afiifted by a cooling regimen and gentle laxa- 
tives, very foon completed the cures. 

Thefe inftances are given out of a great number that 
might be adduced, merely to fhew, that the fymp- 
toms which fupervene on the fudden ftoppage of a clap, 
are local, and not connected with any affection of the 
conflitution, which they neceffarily would be, if they 
Were of the fame nature with Lues Venerea. 

It will perhaps be faid, that although this may have 
happened in a few cafes, yet that in others there has 
been caufe to fulpec~t, that Lues Venerea has been the 
confequence of a clap difappearing in this manner. In 
anfwer to this, it is fufficient for me to fhew, that this 
* is at leaft a rare occurrence, as I think I am intitled 
to do, from my ne\ el having met with an inftance of 
it. It has been fuppofed, that the fudden check giv- 
en to the difcharge in cafes of clap, muft neceffarily 
throw the matter into the blood, and that pox muft 
accordingly enfue from it. Were the matter of the 
two difeafes the fame, this would happen in every in- 
ftance ; io that, when we can mow that it feldom hap- 
pens even in appearance, we are entitled, from this 
argument alone, to conclude, that they are produced 
by two different kinds cf contagion ; and, where pox 
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has appeared at the fudden termination of Gonorrhea, 
that the two kinds of infection had either been com- 
municated together ; or, what may more frequently 
perhaps be the cafe, the patient will be found to have 
received the pocky contagion by communication with 
a difeafed woman at the very time he laboured under 
Gonorrhoea. I have already remarked, that Lues Ve- 
nera is frequently produced by abforption while the 
ikin remains entire, and where no chancre or excori- 
ation is perceptible. There is therefore much caufe 
to imagine, that in long continued cafes of Gonorrhoea, 
many may be infected with Lues Venerea by commu- 
nication with others labouring under it ; and as this 
may happen without any external mark of it taking 
place, it is not furprifing that fome fallacy fhould arifc 
from this circumflance. 

The abettors of the opinion, that the matter of the 
two difeafes are the fame, admit that Gonorrhoea very 
feldom terminates in pox*. And they attempt to ac- 
count for this, that is, for the two difeafes not being 
produced more frequently by the application of the 
fame matter, by faying, that this depends upon the 
difference of parts to which the matter is applied. 

They divide the different furfaces of the body chief- 
ly into two kinds, what they term fee re ting furfaces 
and non-fee re ting furfaces. By the firft they mean all 
the paflages for extraneous matter, including alio the 
dudts of glands, fuch as the mouth, nofe, eyes, arms, 

* This is even granted by one who keenly fupports the oppofite doftrine in eve- 
ry other point. In fpeaking of Gonorrhoea and Chancre not terminating fo fre- 
quently as Blight be expeifted in the production of each other, he fays, " Although 
" it does not often happen, yet it fometimes does, at leaft there is great rcafou to 
11 believe fo. I have feen cafes where a Gonorrhoea came on, and in a few days 
•' after in fome, in others as many weeks, a chancre has appeared ; and I have 
° alio feen cafes where a chancre has come firft, and in the courfe of its cure a 
rt running and pain in making water have fucceeded." V. Treatife on the Ve- 
nereal Difeafe, by John Hunter, page 16. 

This is what every practitioner has feen ; but by admitting fo clearly that it is 
a. very rare occurrence, Mr. Hunter tends rather to ltrengthen the contrary opi- 
nion: for, were the two difeafes produced by the fame kind of matter, the one 
voulci clearly and neceflarily often terminate in the other. In the few cafes which 
Mr. Hunter, in the courfe of extenfive practice, has met with, there is more 
c-ufe to imagine, either that the two difeafes were communicated at once, or 
that the one was given while the patient laboured under the other, than that na- 
ture f-.ou.ci deviate fe much from her ordinary courfe as to produce them in a few 
inftaacesfo very distantly from what obvioufly happens in the courfe of gs;:s:al 
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and urethra ; and by non-fecreting furfaces, the exter- 
nal /kin in general. To which they add a third kind 
of furface, leading from the one to the other, as the 
glans penis, prolabium of the mouth, the infide of the 
lips, and the female pudendum : which furfaces, par- 
taking of the properties of each of the others, but in a 
lefs degree, are capable of being affe&ed in both ways, 
fometimes by being excited to fecretion, and at other 
times to ulceration*. 

Upon this, their theory, or opinion of the point in 
queftion, is attempted to be eftablifhed : When the 
contagion, either of Gonorrhoea or pox, and which 
they confider to be the fame, is applied to any part of 
the external fkin, particularly to the glans penis, 
where the fkin is very thin, chancre or ulceration, 
they obferve, will moll readily enfue, as thefe are not 
fecre ting furfaces ; while the fame kind of matter ap- 
plied to the urethra mult neceffarily excite Gonor- 
rhoea, from this being a fecreting furface, and therefore 
notfo eafily affe&ed with ulceration as with irritation ; 
By which an increafed difcharge, attended with fome 
change in the mucus of the part, mufl accordingly be 
produced. 

This idea, however, is more ingenious than folid. 
It might anfwer the purpofe of giving a fpecious ap- 
pearance to an ill-founded opinion, but it will not Hand 
the tell of inquiry. 

In the firfl place, on the fappofition of the matter 
of Gonorrhoea and Lues Venerea being the fame, the 
latter ought to be a much more frcqueat occurrence 
than the former, from the greater eafe with which 
the matter of infection mufl, in every inilance, be 
applied to tliofe parts on which it can produce chan- 
cres than to the urethra, where, inflcad of chancre 
or ulceration, it almofl always excites Gonorrhoea. 
It is difficult to conceive how the matter by which 
the difeafe is communicated fliould find accefs to the 
urethra; while, on the cdhtrary, all the exrerna-1 

* Vide Jo'-in Hunter on the Venereal Bi.Ceafe. 

D 
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parts of the penis, particularly the glans, muft be eafi- 
ly and univerfally expofed to it : and yet Gonorrhoea 
is a much more frequent difeafe than pox. Cafes of 
Gonorrhoea are in proportion to thofe of Chancre and 
Pox, fo far as my obfervation goes, of about three to 
one; while it is obvious, that the very reverfe mould 
happen, if the two difeafes were produced by the fame 
kind of matter*. 

Again, were this the cafe, fhould we not find Go- 
norrhoea, in almoft every inflance, terminating in Pox, 
and Chancre in Gonorrhoea; for every one knows, 
that in Gonorrhoea the matter is at all times paffing 
from the urethra over the glans and prepuce, and in 
Chancre, that it is palling from the glans into the en- 
trance of the urethra. It happens indeed, in a few 
inftances, (Mr. Hunter, we fee, has met with fome 
cafes of it) that the one difeafe fupervenes upon the 
other : but we have alfo feen that thefe are rare occur- 
rences; and, where they have not been communicat- 
ed by fubfequent connection with an infe&ed perfon, 
that the two difeafes have probably been given at one 
and the fame time. It is no argument againft this fug- 
geftion, to fay, that inftances have been met with of 
a Gonorrhoea appearing during the continuance of 
chancres of feveral weeks duration, and vice verja ; 
for every practitioner muft have met with inftances 
of thefe difeafes both appearing at the diflance of two 
or three months from any expofure to infeftion. 

I have at this moment a gentleman under cure for 
a deep, foul chancre, altogether within the urethra. 
It was of feveral weeks duration before I faw it, and 
yet no Gonorrhoea took place. He is now getting well 
by a complete courfe of mercury, and repeated appli- 
cation of caufHc. 

I have met with various cafes of this, as every prac- 
titioner muft have done ; and, fo lately as the month 

►w. M l : rK Unter fu PP of !- S ' that th: proportion the cafes of Gonorrhoea bear t. 
?5 '* Chancre i, a, four or five to one. Vide Treatife on the Venereal Dif- 
InnlK' I ! V S / Urdy a wei S ht >' argument again* the opinion he endea- 
tTion PP ' Gonorrlwa a!ld C h*Bcre proc.edin S from the fame coil 
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of April laft, I was called to a gentleman with a pain- 
ful chancre on each fide of the urethra. The fore 
extended about the eighth part of an inch up the paf- 
fage ; and the parts being much inflamed, I hefitated 
to apply cauftic. This rendered the cure tedious, but 
ftill no Gonorihoea took place. At laft, after having 
taken a confiderable quantity of mercury, and when 
the chancres were looking clean, and in a healing ftate, 
he was feized with ail the fymptoms of a fevere clap, 
with heat in making water, chordee, and a plentiful 
difcharge of a thin green matter. This, however, 
bore all the appearance of a recent infection. I at 
once faid fo to my patient ; and he candidly acknow- 
ledged that he had imprudently expofed himfelf, by 
having connection with a girl of the town, three or 
four days previous to the accefhon of thefe fymptoms. 
We may alfo remark, that the difcharge from Go- 
norrhoea frequently becomes fo acrid as to excoriate 
the glans and preputium, and even to excite a very 
• plentiful formation of matter ; but every one knows 
that this is materially different from chancre. It is 
altogether different in appearance, and fo materially 
different in its effects, that fcarcely any practitioner 
of experience will truft the cure of chancre to any 
thing but mercury, while, in the other, mercury, I 
imagine, is very feldom employed. However exten- 
five the excoriations may be, they are eafily removed 
by local remedies ; and I have never known an in- 
flance of pox fucceeding to this kind of treatment. 
Nay, I have met with various inftances of fuch affec- 
tions', where mercury had been given in confiderable 
quantities with no advantage whatever, and where a 
cure was effected by the ufe of an aflringent waft. 

About eighteen months ago, a gentleman came to 
town from a confiderable diltancc, with an extenfive 
excoriation over all the glans and preputium, attend- 
ed with a difcharge of a large quantity of thin, offenfive 
matter. The quantity of matter indeed was fo con- 
fiderable, that at firft fight it appeared to be the dis- 
charge from a very inveterate recent cafe of Gonor- 
rUcea- but, on farther examination, it was found to 
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proceed entirely from the glans and prepuce, the clap 
by which it was produced being entirely gone. 

He had taken mercury for the fpace of fix weeks ; 
and the parts had been regularly bathed in milk and 
water, but with no advantage. The difcharge con- 
tinued as plentiful as ever, and the preputium was be- 
ginning to acquire fome degree of thicknefs, and to be 
difficult to retract. In the fpace of a week he was 
completely cured, merely by bathing the parts from 
time to time with brandy and water, and applying, 
during the night, a poultice ftrongly impregnated with 
faccharum faturni. 

This, as well as a variety of fimilar affections, which, 
were it neceffary, I might enumerate, clearly evince, 
not only that the matter of Gonorrhoea, when confined 
to the urethra, does not terminate in pox, but that it 
proves equally inoffenfive to the constitution, where 
it is even fo marp and acrid as to excoriate the fur- 
rounding parts. This points out a very marked dif- 
ference between the matter of the two difeafes. In 
pox, even the flighteft fore never fails to throw mat- 
ter into the fyflem, while the mofl extenfive affections 
proceeding from Gonorrhoea are fo feldom found to in- 
jure the conftitution, that I have never met with an 
inftance of it. 

By thofe who wim to fupport the oppofite doelrine, 
it is faid, that the matter of Gonorrhoea would more 1 
frequently terminate in pox, were it not for the mucus 
of the urethra with which it is blended, and by which 
they fuppofe it to be rendered not only milder in its 
nature, but kot fo apt to be taken up by the abforbents. 
This, however, is merely ideal ; and no proof can be 
advanced in fupport of it. Befides, the force of the 
argument is entirely done away, when we ice, from 
what has been obferved above, that even where the 
matter of Gonorrhoea is more acrimonious than almoft 
ever occurs in cafes of Chancre, fb as in fome inflances 
^dnce very extenfive excoriations, that flill no 
anectio:i oi the conftitution enfnes from it. 

Nay, we fee, even in fuch difeafes as are found to 
proQced from what is tc/meda tranflation of the maUer 
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of Gonorrhoea to other parts of the body, and which 
we fuppofe to happen through the medium of the cir- 
culation, that hull no affection of the conflitution pro- 
ceeds from them. This is particularly the cafe in fuch 
inftances of ophthalmia as fometimes proceed from Go- 
norrhoea, and in which a confiderable difcharge takes 
place, of a puriform matter from the eye-lids, very 
fimilar to the matter of a recent clap. I have alio met 
with inftances, of patients labouring under Gonorrhoea 
being feized with a fimilar difcharge from the mem- 
brane of the nofe ; but in none of thefe have I ever 
known Lues Venerea enfue. A confiderable number of 
examples might be adduced of each of thefe ; but the 
three following will be fufficient. 

In the year 1786, a young man applied to me, with 
a very troublefome painful difeafe in both eyes. The 
eye-balls were not much inflamed outwardly ; but as 
he experienced an intenfe degree of pain from the ad- 
miffion of light, I concluded that the retina, or other 
dcep-feated parts of the eye, were in a ftate of inflam- 
mation ; and the membrane of the eye-lids was not on- 
ly inflamed, but a conftant and copious difcharge took 
place from them, of a greenifh yellow matter, bearing- 
much the appearance of the matter of a recent clap. 

The account I received of his difeafe was this : That 
he had for eight or ten days laboured under Gonor- 
rhoea, the fymptoms of which, however, were not 
more fevere than ufual ; when, after being heated 
with drinking port wine, the difcharge from the ure- 
thra, which had previoufiy been copious, difappeared 
almoft entirely. His eyes, almoft immediately there- 
after, became painful ; and, in lefs than twenty-four 
hours, the difcharge of matter had taken place from 
the eye-lids. 

The difeafe was at firft treated with blifters, flight 
evacuations of blood, and the ufual applications of oint- 
ments and collyria. Thefe not proving fuccefsful, a 
courfe of mercury was prefcribed : but, although dif- 
ferent attempts were made with it, mifclikf always 
enfued from it. It did not leffen the difcharge, while 
it obviouflv increafed the inflammation, and rendered 
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the eyes more irritable. I therefore advifed this re^ 
medy to be laid afide. A quantity of blood was taken 
from the temporal artery of one fide ; fuch veffels as 
were turged upon the eye-balls were divided ; fcarifi- 
cations were made in the inflamed parts of the eye-lids ; 
poultices were applied over the eyes, in which opium 
and faccharum faturni were diffolved ; and gentle lax- 
atives were prefcribed. By thefe means the pain foon 
abated ; the inflammation and difcharge of matter leif- 
ened ; and, in the courfe of a fortnight, no fymptom 
of the difeafe remained, but a degree of irritability on 
expofure to much light, with which both eyes conti- 
nued to be diftreffed for five or fix months thereafter. 

In the courfe of the following year, on being attack- 
ed with Gonorrhoea, but of a more violent nature than 
the former, he was again feized, after expofure to 
much ccli, and riding on horfeback, to a fimilar af- 
fection of his eyes. In this inftance too, bloodletting, 
and the other remedies formerly prefcribed, proved 
fuccefsful ; and he has not, fince that period, had any 
return of the difeafe. 

About two years ago, I was defired to vifit a patient, 
who, during confinement from a fwelled teftis induced 
by a Gonorrhoea, was 1 uddenly feized with a profufe 
difcharge of matter from one of his noftrils,very fimilar 
to the running of a clap. The membrane of the noftril 
appeared tender, and fomewhat inflamed ; but little 
©r no pain occurred from it. The difcharge from the 
urethra had diminifhed confiderably previous to the 
teflis becoming inflamed, and, on this taking place from 
the nofe, it difappeared entirely. This fuggefled thq 
propriety of attempting to excite a return of the dif- 
charge by the urethra ; but no advantage being derived 
from this, I advifed the affection of the nofe to be treat- 
ed with injections fimilar to what we ufe in cafes of 
clap. An aftringent folution was thrown up, fome- 
times with a fyringe, and at other times by inferring 
a bit of fponge immerfed in it up the noftril ; and in 
the courfe of a few days the running ceafed entirely. 

Since that period, the fame patient has been twice af- 
fected in a fimilar manner, and the fame kind ^of treat- 
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ment proved equally fuccefsful. No mercury was- 
given, and no fymptom of pox has ever appeared. 

In the courfe of a few weeks after the recovery of 
this patient from the firft attack of the difeafe, I was 
de/ired to fee a friend of his, who for feveral years had 
been diftrefTed with a fimilar difcharge from both his 
noftrils. The running had occurred during the con- 
tinuance of a clap; and although it had frequently 
diminifhed in quantity, yet at all times it was fo confi- 
derable as to be productive of much uneafinefs. No 
ulceration appeared on the membrane of the noflrils, 
but it was of a deep red colour, and tender over its 
whole extent. A variety of remedies had been em- 
ployed ; and at laft, after the difeafe had gone on for 
upwards of three years, although no other fymptom 
appeared, he was advifed to undergo a courfe of mer- 
cury. This was done in the moll attentive manner ; 
but no advantage enfued from it. 

In this fituation, I expected that the fame plan of 
treatment which proved fuccefsful in the preceding 
cafe, and which had alio done fo in others, would 
likewife anfwer here. In this, however, I was dis- 
appointed ; for, although every variety of injection 
was ufed that I ever employed, yet no material advan- 
tage enfued from them. The running was fometimes 
indeed lelfened by them, but it always returned 
equally fevere as before ; and although it has of late, 
even when no remedies were employed, become 
confiderably lefs, it ftill continues in fuch quantities 
as to prove highly diftrefsful. No other fymptom of 
the difeafe, however, has ever occurred. 

As a farther proof of the difference of the contagions 
of Syphilis and Gonorrhoea, it may be remarked, that 
no ftate of pox has ever been known to induce Go- 
norrhoea, which furely would occasionally happen, if 
the two difeafes were of the fame nature. We may 
alfo remark, that, in numberlefs inftances, people 
have been poxed by the matter of Syphilis being by 
accident applied to a cut or afcratch, as often happens 
with furgeons in the drefimg of chancres and buboes ; 
but no one ever heard of a pox being got in this manner 
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from the matter of Gonorrhoea. It has indeed been 
faid, that chancres may be produced by infinuating 
the matter of Gonorrhoea beneath the fkin. But ex- 
periments upon this fubjed are productive of fucn 
anxiety and diftrefs, that they never have been, nor 
ever probably will be, repeated fo frequently as the 
nature of it would require. Nothing, therefore, can 
be admitted from thisargument ; for, in order to avoid 
fallacy, and to give fupport to the opinion, thefe ex- 
periments would not only require to be conduced 
with accuracy, but to be numerous, and to be repeated 
on a variety of patients under every poflible variety 
of circumftances; whereas we have heard of only a 
fingle experiment ortwobeingmadeby any individual; 
and even thefe feem to have been made under the 
management of fuch as were ftrongly and obvioufly 
biaffed in favour of one fide of the queftion. 

In oppofition to thefe, too, I may mention, that, 
induced by fome late publications upon this fubjeet, 
two young gentlemen of this place have made fome 
experiments upon themfelves, with a view to afcertairi 
the point in difpute; but the refult was materially 
different from what appears to have happened in the 
experiments to which I allude. By the introduction 
of the matter of chancres, as well as of buboes, into 
the urethra, fome pain and irritation were excited, but 
no Gonorrhoea enfued; and, by fretting the fkin of 
the prepuce and glans with a lancet, and rubbing the 
parts with the matter of Gonorrhoea, flight fores were 
produced ; but they never aflumed the appearance of 
chancres, and they healed eafily without the ufe of 
mercury. — For thereafons mentioned above, however, 
we cannot place much dependence upon thefe or any 
other experiments that have yet been made upon this 
fubje&: ; we mult truft therefore to experience and ob- 
fervation in the ordinary courfe of practice for means 
to afccrtain it. 

The other fact on which the doctrine we attempt to 
eftablifh refts, is,that Gonorrhoea and Syphilis have ap- 
peared at different times in the fame countries, _and in 
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fome inftances have remained diftintt and uhcombined 
for a great length of time. 

If thefe two difeafes were of the fame nature, and 
proceeded from the fame contagion, they ought to 
have appeared nearly at the fame time in every coun- 
try to which the infection was carried. This does 
not appear, however, from the hiftory of the difeafe, 
to have been the cafe. From the earlier writers up- 
on this fubjecl, it is evident, that the Lues Venerea 
was known in Europe at leaft forty years before the 
Gonorrhoea Virulenta. Doctor Aftruc, whofe accu- 
racy and minute attention to this fubject- has not beefc 
equalled by any one, alferts, that in his time Go- 
norrhoea had not beea long known in China, although 
we know that the Lues Venerea had long prevailed 
in that country : and it Would appear, notwithstand- 
ing of any thing that has been faid to the contrary, 
that the Lues Venerea was imported to the ifland of 
Otaheite a confiderable time before Gonorrhoea. It 
feems to have been carried to that and other iflands 
in the fouth feas by the very firft European navigators 
who touched there, and to have remained diftinct, 
without being connected with Gonorrhoea, for a very 
confiderable time; for when Captain Cook viiited 
thefe iflands in hisfecond voyage; we have authority 
for faying, that Gonorrhoea had not then appeared in 

them. 

Thefe htflorical fa£ts all tend to prove, that where 
only one of thefe difeafes has been imported to any 
particular diftrict, it has always remained diftinct* 
without producing the other; and which We cannot 
fuppofe would have happened, if both were formed 
by the fame contagion. And, in addition to thelb, I 
may add another, not lefs remarkable, the truth of 
which may be ascertained by all who incline to in- 
quire concerning it, as the fcene of it lies in our own 

country. 

In various parts of the country of Scotland, parti- 
cularly in fome parts of the Highlands; in Galloway., 
and in Dumfncs-fhire; the common people have, for 

£ 
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a great length of time, been afflicted with the Lues 
Venerea, under the denomination, as they term it, 
ofSibbens; and which, from thofe diftrelfed with it 
having no communication with thofe infected with 
Gonorrhoea, has ftill retained its original, unmixed 
form, without a fingle inflance, fo far as I know, of 
Gonorrhoea, having been ever produced by it*. There 
is evidence, in fome of thefe diftricls, of this difeafe 
having prevailed among them for upwards offeventy 
years: Nay, in fome of them, it is faid, from traditi- 
on, to have been left there by the foldiers of Oliver 
Cromwell, and to have been given, fince that period^ 
by one generation to another; and, although I have 
had opportunities of feeing many hundred people la- 
bouring under it, with ulcers in the throat, nodes of 
the bones, fungous excrefcences about the anus, blot- 
ches over the body, with almofl every other fymptom 
of Syphilis, yet not an inflance has occured to me, as 
I have obferved above, nor have I heard of any, 
where Gonorrhoea took place in it. Whether it is 
from thofe infe&ed with it concealing it longer than 
ufually happens in towns, or what may be the caufe 
of it, I fhall not at prefent pretend to determine; but 
certain it is that the fymptoms produced by it are 
more inveterate than we ufually find them to be in 
the. ordinary form of this difeafe. They appear to be 
more particularly infectious; the flighteft communi- 
cation with thofe lobouring under the difeafe being 
apt to produce it. The fymptoms fpread more ra- 
pidly, and a greater quantity of mercury is, for the 
moft part, required to remove them; but ftill Go- 
norrhoea is never produced in any flage of the difeafe 
A difeafe very fimilar to this broke out among the 
country people of Canada, fome years ago, owing as 
is imagined, to communication with fome of the foi- 

* This muft have happened from the difeafe in thefe diftrifts prevailing almnft 
enure lyamong poor country people, whole manners do not expofe^SSShf 
zard oi being uifofted with Gonorrhoea. None, however, ca efcape The Sibbins* 
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diers quartered among them, who were infected with 
Lues Venerea. It is attended, as is the cafe with the 
Sibbens in Scotland, with all the fymptoms of Syphilis 
in the moft virulent form of that difeafe; and it is fo 
very infectious as to be communicated by eating or 
drinking out of the fame veflel, or drying with the 
fame cloth that has been ufed by thofe labouring under 
it. It often enters the conflitution by abforption from 
the furface, without any previous ulceration : In 
which cafe it afterwards breaks out in buboes, nodes, 
ulcers, and other fymptoms of a confirmed Lues; but 
not an inftance, I am informed, has happened, of Go- 
norrhea being produced by it. 

This, as well as what has occurred in the progrefs 
of Sibbens, is precifely what happened with the Lues 
Venerea when it firft appeared in Europe, as well as 
at a late period in the South Seas; and there cannot 
be a doubt of the fame circmnftances taking place 
wherever the Syphilis only is communicated. We 
have feen, in all thcfe inftances, that Gonorrhea has 
never been produced by it, which furely could not 
have happened if the two difeafes were of the fame na- 
ture, and produced by the fame contagion. They 
could never, in that cafe, have remained for any 
length of time fo difhindt and precifely marked; for 
the one mult neceffarily, in almoft every inftance, 
have foon been productive of the other. 

As a farther fupport of this opinion, I may add, that 
if the two difeafes were of the fame nature, and pro- 
duced by the fame infection, the remedies proving 
ufeful in the one might be expected to prove likewife 
jfo in the other. Inftead of this, we find that thofe 
upon which we depend with moft certainty in Go- 
norrhoea, have no effect whatever in the cure of Sy- 
philis, while mercury, which is the only remedy, as 
we have obferved above, upon which any depen- 
dence can be placed for the cure of Syphilis, does not, 
in Gonorrhoea, produce any advantage. Nay, that 
in fome cafes, it evidently does harm. 

We alfb know, that Gonorrhoea will often termi- 
nate whether any remedy be employed or not, merely 
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by moderate living, and keeping the parts regularly 
clean. The difeafe by this alone will, in moft inftan- 
ces, become gradually milder, till at laft it will dif- 
appear entirely. No fuch thing, however happens 
in Lues Venerea. In this as we have already re- 
marked, even the mildefl fymptom becomes daily 
worfe, unlefs mercury be employed ; nor will any 
practitioner of experience trull the cure even of the 
llighteft chancre to any other remedy. 

Upon this evidence alone, of the method of cure of 
the two difeafes being foefTentially different, wemight 
I think, conclude that they are different in their na- 
ture, and that they proceed from different contagions. 
Were they of the fame nature, and proceeding from 
the fame caufe, it is not poffible to conceive that any 
medicine would act. as a certain cure for one and do 
harm in the other, and yet every practitioner will 
admit that mercury, is the only remedy hitherto 
known, upon which we can depend for the cure of 
Lues Venerea, while it evidently often does harm, as 
I have already obferved, in Gonorrhoea. 

If the fubj eel: now under difcuffion was merely of a 
fpeculative nature I mould not have entered ib mi- 
nutely into it, for in that cafe it would have been a 
matter of indifference both to practitioners and pati- 
ents whether thefe difeafes were of the fame nature or 
not; but, as the treatment of Gonorrhoea ought to de- 
pend much upon thiscircumftance, I judged it proper, 
before proceeding to treat of it, to make this attempt 
to have the point in queflion afcertained. 
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CHAP. II. 

§fthe Gonorrhoea Virulent*^ 

SECT. I. 

General Obfervations on the Symptoms , Caufss, and Seat 
of Gonorrhoea Virulent a. 

EVERY difcharge of matter from the urethra, exi 
cited by impure coition, is termed Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta. As the term implies a discharge of fe- 
men, and as this difeafe is not neceffarily attended 
with any feminal evacuation, it is here obvioufly mis- 
applied ; but we think it better to retain even a faulty 
denomination when very univerfally received, than 
to incur the hazard arifing from the confufion which 
might enfue from the propofal of amendments. 

The period at which the difcharge takes place, af- 
ter expofure to infection, is always uncertain. I have 
known it happen in a few hours; often in the courfe 
of a day or two, and in fome inflances not till feveral 
weeks have eiapfed. From the third or fourth day, 
to the feventh and eighth, is the moft frequent pe- 
riod. 

This does not appear, however, to have any effect 
on the nature or violence of the fymptoms. Some 
indeed haye imagined, that the difeafe muft be mild 
or fevere according as it appears early or late after the 
matter of infection has been applied ; hut this does 
not accord with my observation. I have often known 
the fymptoms mild when they appeared early after 
expoiifre to infection, and fevere when much time 
had eiapfed. In one of the moft obftinate cafes of 
Gonorrhoea I have feen, the running did not appear 
till nearly the ninth week from the time of infection. 
A gentleman failed from Jamaica two days after having 
connection with a woman of fufpicious character. No 
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fymptoms appeared till feveral weeks had elapfed; 
he concluded that he had efcaped ; when, two days 
before coining into port, being the fifty-eighth of 
his voyage, a very copious running appeared. 

In fome few cafes, the difcharge takes place with- 
out the patient having any warning of its approach; 
bat, for the moft part, it is preceded by fymptoms 
indicating fome degree of inflammation in the urethra : 
A ferSe of fulnefs and tightnefs is felt over all the un- 
der part of the penis ; the patient has a more frequent 
defire than ufual to void urine, accompanied with a 
peculiar kind of itching heat along the urethra, at 
the fame time that the extremity of that canal is ob- 
ferved to be of a more deep red colour than ordinary, 
and more than ufually tender to the touch. In fome 
cafes, too, the urethra feems to be contracted, or lef- 
fened in its diameter; the urine coming off in a flream 
much fmaller than natural, while at other times it is 
forked, and as if the paffage was divided in two. 

On the running appearance it is fometimes white, 
and nearly of the confiftence of purulent matter : but, 
for the moft part, it is thin, and of a yellow green 
colour. In fome cafes it is brown, refembling the 
difcharge of old fcorbutic fores, and in others it con- 
iifts al moft entirely of blood, owing to the erofion 
or rupture of one or more blood-veffels in the urethra. 
In a great proportion of cafes, the difcharge of mat- 
ter from the urethra, and fcalding heat in making 
water, are the only fymptoms which take place ; 
but in others, thefe are accompanied with chordee, 
or painful involuntary erections; with much uneafi- 
nefs in the teftes, which frequently become fo tender 
and irritable that the flighteft touch excites pain. 
Severe degrees of pain often ftretch from the penis to 
the groins and thighs ; and in fome cafes over all the 
abdominal vifcera, particularly over the under part 
of the belly. 

In fome cafes the chordee, and in others thefe fym- 
pathetic pains ftretching to the groins, and contiguous 
parts, are the mcft diftrefsful fymptoms of the difeafc\ 
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I have known the latter fo fevere as to render the 
patient altogether unable to take any kind of exercife ; 
while the chordee, which is ufually worft in bed, is 
apt to deprive him entirely of deep. 

Befides thefe pains in the parts contiguous to the 
penis, and which we fuppofe to be chiefly the effect 
of nervous irrability, the glands in the groin in fome 
inftances fwell, and become hard ; but unlefs the 
running be accompanied with chancres, thefe fwel- 
lings very commonly fublide, and do not proceed to 
fuppurate ; an important fact, which may be confi- 
dered as an additional proof to what was mentioned 
in the laft chapter, of the difference between Go- 
norrhoea and Lues Venerea. 

In the courfe of the difeafe the glans penis fome- 
times becomes red and inflamed, and a yellow, foetid 
matter, oozes from its whole furface. In fome cafes 
this is accompanied with evident ulceration : in others 
the fkin remains entire, and the matter is obferved, 
upon preffure, to proceed from an infinite number of 
fmall points. In both they are fuppofed to proceed 
from the matter pafling out of the urethra, and al- 
lowed, by the negligence of the patient, to reft too 
long upon the tender cuticle of the glans. 

In fome cafes, however, this inflammatory affection 
of the glans, and difcharge with which it is accompa- 
nied, takes place of itfelf, and without any difcharge 
from the urethra. In which cafe, from the refem- 
blance which the matter bears to that of Gonorrhoea, 
it has ufually been termed Gonorrhoea Spuria. This 
inflammation, in fome cafes fpreads to the prepuce, in 
which it very commonly produces fome degree ot 
contraction. When the prepuce becomes fo much 
ftraitened that it cannot be drawn back, a difeafe is. 
formed, which we term phymofis ; and, when it 
contracts behind the glans, a difeafe termed paraphy- 
mofis takes place. , . 

Although in Gonorrhea fome degree of uneaf in efs 
is ufually felt along the whole courfe of the urethra, 
yet we knew, that in moil inftances, the feat of the 
difeafe lies within an Lach, or little more, of the point 
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of the penis, In a few cafes, however, whether front 
maltreatment of the diforder: from the nature of the 
infe&ion being more than ufually virulent, or from 
peculiarity of conftitution of the patient, the difeafe 
fpreads backward till it extends over the whole length 
of the urethra, even to the bladder itfelf. The pros- 
trate gland and internal coat of the bladder become 
affecled, and fympathetic pains ftretch from thefe. 
parts along the ureters to the kidneys. 

When the bladder becomes in this manner difeafed, 
the ftate of the patient is, for the molt, extremely 
miferable : he feels almoft a conftant defire to makd 
water, accompanied with fevere preffure or bearing 
down upon the affected parts, proceeding from invo- 
luntary fpafmodic contractions of the abdominal muf- 
cles. The whole region of the loins, particularly a- 
bout the kidneys, becomes fo painful and irritable, 
that much diftrefs is excited by whatever tends to 
bring the mufcles of thefe parts into action, and the 
patient often complains of a conftant tenefmus, and 
of a frequent (hooting pain about the anus and neck 
of the bladder. 

In this ftage of the diforder there is feldom any con- 
fiderable difcharge from the urethra ; but, for the 
moft part, a large quantity of very vifcid-fcetid-mucus 
is difcovered in the urine, which, in the courfe of a* 
few hours, fubfides, and adheres fo firmly to the 
(ides of the veffel as not to be eafily Separated. 

When a Gonorrhoea has either been improperly 
treated, or when much inflammation takes place from 
any other caufe, the teftes are apt to fwell and in- 
flame, and abfcelfes often form in Cowper's glands^ 
as well as in other parts of the urethra. When thefe 
burft outwardly, or when the urine by any means' 
finds accefs to them, they are often produ&ive of 
great diftrefs to the patient and perplexity to the 
pra&itioner, as they frequently baffle every attempt 
that is made for removing them. 

It will readily be conceived that all the fymptoms 
we have defcribed are feldom or never met with in 
the fame patient, and that thefe which do take place 
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will be in very different degrees in different cafes. 
This is particularly remarkable with reflect to the 
quantity of difcharge, which, in fome inflances, is fo 
trifling as fcarcely to excite any inconvenience, whilfl, 
in others it is fo profufe as to prove highly diftrefsful. 
In fome cafes too, the heat of urine is fo inconfidera- 
ble as not to deferve notice ; and in fuch inflancea 
alfo, the defire to pafs water is feldom very frequent, 
while, in others, thefe fymptoms are both fo unfup- 
portable as to render the patient miferable. 

In moil inflances of Gonorrhoea any external inflam- 
mation which occurs is confined to the extremity of 
the urethra ; but, in fome cafes, it runs fo high as to 
fpread over the whole glans, where it might be ex- 
pected to terminate, as inflammatory affections in c- 
ther parts of the body moll frequently do, in the for- 
mation of abfceffes. This, however, very rarely 
happens. We have obferved, above, that, in a few 
inflances, a purulent-like matter oozes from the whole 
furface of the inflamed glans ; but I have fcarcely 
known an inflance of any extenfive abfcefs in the 
fabflance of the glans. The inflammation, for the 
mofl part, terminates*by difperfion. In a 'few cafes it 
ends in mortification. 

In women. the fymptoms of Gonorrhoea are, for the 
mofl part, much milder than in men. It fometime? 
happens that a flow of matter is all that occurs ; and, 
as the difcharge is very fimilar to the matter of fluor 
albus, the two difeafes are often miflaken for one 
another. 

This abfence of pain, however, takes place only 
where the vagina is the feat of the difeafe. When 
the urethra becomes affected the fymptoms are near- 
ly the fame as in the other fex. A diftrefsful degree 
of irritation occurs at the extremity of the urethra, 
accompanied with heat of urine, and a very frequent 
defire to pafs water. In fome cafe the inflammation 
fpreads to the bladder, and even to the kidneys, ute- 
rus, andovaria; or at lcaft thefe parts come to be fo 
much affected with pain as to give caufe to fufpc'ct 

F 
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that they are in a ftate of inflammation. Pain, even 
in a fevere degree, will no doubt occur from nervous 
fympathy, and this I believe to be frequently the cafe 
here; but I have met with different instances of a 
considerable degree of inflammation being excited by 
Gonorrhoea in all the parts which I have mentioned : 
that is, they have become fwellecf hard, and excef- 
fively painful, infomuc.h that the liighteft touch would 
create a great degree of uneafinefs ; and bloodletting, 
with other evacuations, were the only remedies from 
which relief was obtained. In feme cafes the matter 
is fo fharp and acrid as to excoriate the clitoris, nym- 
phs, and labia pudendi. This excites a great deal 
of uneafinefs ; more than ever takes place in men from 
a mere alfection of the external parts ; for, as thefe 
parts are in women prelfed upon in fitting, the flight- 
eft degree of inflammation is, from this caufe alone, 
productive of much diftrefs. They are often obliged 
to remain conftantly in bed ; being unable either to 
walk, ftand, or fit. * 

It is impoffible, in any cafe of Gonorrhoea, to de- 
termine at firfh, in what manner it will terminate, 
for we often find the moll fevtre, as well as the moft 
obftinate difcharge, fuceeed to fymptoms of the mild- 
eft nature, while in fome cafes it ends quickly and 
eaiily, where the fymptoms at fir ft were very fevere. 
It is in general believed that the difeafe will be mild, 
and of fhort duration, where the running is white or 
yellow ; and, on the contrary, that it will neceffa- 
rily prove fevere and tedious, where it is at firft green 
or much tinged with blood. This, however, is by 
no means univerfally the cafe, for inftances occur 
daily, of the running proving tedious, where it was 
at firft of the colour and confidence of purulent mat- 
ter, while others often happen of its ending quickly, 
where the matter was at firft either deeply tinged 
with blood, or of as deep a green .as this difcharge 
has ever been obferved. - 

In the progrefs of this difeafe, we always reckon 
. it a favourable circumftance to obferve the matter be- 
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come thick and ropy. This cannot indeed be menti- 
oned as an infallible proof of the difcharge being foon 
to terminate; but it is, undoubtedly, one of the moft 
favourable occurrences in every cafe of clap. When 
the running does not foon become ropy, it is apt to 
terminate in gleet, the moft perplexing fymptom in 
this diforder, f and of which we (hall fpeak more par- 
ticularly in an enfuing chapter. 

We fhall hereafter have occafion to obferve that a 
difcharge may be produced from the urethra by dif- 
ferent caufes, very fimilar to the matter of Gonor- 
rhoea virulenta. At prefent it is only neceffary to 
remark, that, in this difeafe, the difcharge is obvi- 
oufly the effect of irritation excited in the membrane, 
of the urethra and contiguous parts, by matter from 1 
an infected perfon being applied to them. 

Some difference of opinion has arifen of the manner 
in which the matter of infection is communicated to 
the urethra. By fome it is fuppofed to happen in 
cor.fequence of being flrft abforbed from the lurface 
of the glans, and afterwards depofited on the mem- 
brane of the urethra; as they do not think that it 
can pafs directly into the urethra, during coition. 
1\o good reafon, however, can be given for this opi- 
011: it appears more probable that the. matter at firft 
rinds accefs between the lips of the urethra ; that it 
afterwards fpreads, in a gradual manner, along the 
paflage, by mixing with the mucus, with which it 
meets, and that the progrefs which it makes will, in 
a great meafure, depend upon the parts to which it is 
applied being more or lefs fufceptible of inflammation ; 
upon the general ftate of health of the patient ; upon 
his manner of living ; and perhaps upon other caufes. 

I do not conceive, however, that the kind of mat- 
ter by which the difcharge is produced has To much 
influence on the violence or duration of the fymptoms 
as has been imagined. It is indeed the opinion of fome 
that a fevere and obftinate cafe of clap may always 
be traced to an infection of fome peculiar degree of 
virulency ; but this will not be found to happen with 
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any kind of uniformity. So far as my obfervation 
goes ; it is in Gonorrhoea nearly the fame as in final! 
pox. The mildnefs or violence of fymptoms d oes 
not depend upon the matter by which the difeafe is 
producedfo much as upon other circumftances. Hence 
the fame woman will, under the fame infection, com- 
municate the moll virulent fymptoms to one perfon, 
and the mildeft to another. 

That much depends upon the habit of body of the 
patient, and upon his manner of living, will fcarcely 
be doubted ; but the following fait renders it obvious. 
Three gentlemen, who aflbciated much together, and 
who were accuftomed to live freely, returning one 
night from a drinking club, refolved to vifit a girl of 
the town, and to take a friend along with them who 
had that night been a vifitor in their fociety, but who 
tifually lived with much fobriety. They all had con- 
nection with the fame girl. The three aiTociates 
had all the moftfevere claps I ever met with ; while 
the other, who alfo received the infection, had the 
difeafe in the mildeft form. This would not, in fimilar 
circumftances, always happen, as we fometimes find 
people who live with much circumfpection, liable to 
very fevere attacks of Gonorrhoea ; but, for the moft 
part, the degree of violence of this difeafe has a con- 
siderable dependence on the manner of living of the 
patient. 

The matter difcharged in Gonorrhea being very 
fimilar to what is daily obferved, to flow from fores 
In other parts, and the quantity being often verycon- 
ftderable, it was the prevailing opinion, till of late, 
that it proceeded from fores or ulcers in the urethra. 
We now know, however, that ulcers very feldom 
take place here; and, when they do, that they may 
be traced to fome accidental caufe, fuch as the rupture 
of a blood-velTel, in no degree necelTarily connecled 
with the exigence of the difeafe. On direction, after 
death, it is found, almoft in every inftance, that the 
membrane of the urethra is entire, and that the mat- 
ter is produced by inflammation alone. 
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It had long been known, that inftances were occa- 
sionally met with on diffection, where no degree of 
ulceration in the urethra was difcovered. This, how- 
ever, was confidered as a fingular occurrence, and that 
it never happened but where the fymptoms were un- 
commonly mild; for at that time it was fuppofed, 
that ulceration, or a deftruction of parts, was requi- 
fite for the production of matter. But we now know, 
that this is by no means the cafe, and that an inflamed 
furface, even where no abrafion is perceived, wili 
produce all the varieties of matter which fores ever 
afford, and that different kinds of animal fluids may 
be converted into thefe, merely by being kept in 
certain degrees of heat. 

By this the difficulty is removed, which otherwife 
we muft have experienced in accounting for the large 
quantities of matter daily difcharged from the urethra 
in Gonorrhoea; which, infome cafes is fo confiderable, 
that nothing lefs than an affection of the whole extent 
of that canal could afford it. Now thofe who ima- 
gine that the matter proceeds fromujeers, have never 
gone fo far as to fay that this ever takes place : nor 
could it probably occur, but with Inch confequences 
as very feldom enfue from Gonorrhoea. What I al- 
lude to forms an unanfwerable objection to the idea 
of ulcers being frequent in this difeafe, even although 
no opportunities had occurred of proving it by dif~ 
Action. Where the membrane of the urethra is in- 
any point ruptured, either by the burfling of an ab- 
fcefs into it, or by any other caufe, the moll diftrefs- 
ful confequences almofl univerfally enfue; for the 
urine pafling into the contiguous parts, forms fwel - 
lings, which ufually terminate in nftulous openings, 
that prove always tedious, and of uncertain event. 
Every practitioner knows, that even the flighteft 
opening into the urethra is apt to terminate in this 
manner; fothat, if the matter of Gonorrhoea proceeded 
from ulceration, the confequences of almofl every 
cafe of Gonorrhoea, would neceffarily prove much 
more formidable than we ever, in any inftance, find 
them to be. 
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In cafes of long continued Gonorrhoea, the membrane 
of the urethra is apt to be fo relaxed, that fungous 
excrefcences form in different parts of it. Thefe not 
only impede the paffage of the urine, but, becoming 
foft and tender, they at lafl ulcerate, and throw out 
very confiderable quantities of matter. This, how- 
ever, is never to be confidered as the caufe of Go- 
norrhoea, but merely as the effect of it. It often pro- 
ceeds from mifmanagement, either on the part of the 
patient or practitioner ; and fometimes from fome 
coaftitutional affection to which the patient at the 
time may be liable. 

Inftead of ulceration, we find, that in a great pro- 
portion of cafes, there is merely a flight degree of in- 
flammation, extending from the extremity of the 
glans to an inch or perhaps an inch and a half up the 
urethra. In more obftinate cafes of clap, Cowper's 
glands, with their ducts, which terminate in the ure- 
thra, are found affected. In a third flage of the dif- 
eafe, the proftrate gland, and contiguous parts of the 
urethra, are inflamed ; and in the fourth, and what 
may be reckoned the moil diflrefsful ftage of clap, the 
internal coat of the bladder is found inflamed. For 
the moft part, the inflammation is confined to the neck 
of the bladder; but I have met with inflances of its 
being perceptible over the whole of it, and of its even 
extending along the ureters to the kidneys. 

This inflammation, however, is chiefly obvious at 
firft. On a long continuance of the difeafe, the parts 
affected, inftead of being either inflamed, or in a ftate 
of ulceration, are of a more pale colour than natural ; 
the membrane of the urethra is found foft and relax- 
ed ; and coloured mucus or matter may be preffed out 
from an infinite number of lmall points over every 
part of it that has been difeafed. 

This is precifely what happens with every mem- 
brane that has remained long under a flight degree of 
inflammation, particularly witli the membrane of the 
nofe and trachea. Theie parts often afford very con- 
fiderable quantities of maLter, or of mocus very much 
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refembling matter, for a great length of time : and yet, 
upon diffeaion, they are feldom or never found in a 
ftate of ulceration, the membrane beingfor the molt 
part only (lightly inflamed. We may here indeed re- 
mark, that the refemblance between the two difeafes, 
Gonorrhea and Catarrh, is, in certain ftages of each of 
them, very remarkable. They feem both to origin- 
ate from inflammation excited upon a membrane. 
The matter of the one is in many inftances very fimi- 
lar to that of the other. They feem both to be local 
aii'etlions only ; and the parts on which they are feat- 
ed are, after death, found to be affafted in a fimilar 
manner. 

But although, in the latter ftages of Gonorrhoea, in 
which chiefly opportunities occur of examining the 
ftate of the parts after death, the inflammation is found 
to be for the moft part inconfiderable, yet, in the com- 
mencement of the difeafe, the parts are often highly 
inflamed, particularly when thofe about the neck of 
the bladder are affected. This is obvious from the 
fymptoms ; particularly from the violent pain which 
always takes place, and from the antiphlogiftic reme- 
dies employed for the cure of the difeafe. 
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SECT. II. 

Of the Prognofis in Gonorrhcea Virulenta. 

IN every difeafe, it is of importance for a practiti- 
oner to be able to fay at what time and in what man- 
ner it will terminate. In none is information of this 
.kind more anxioufly wifhed for than in Gonorrhoea. 
The hopes and fears of patients lead them equally to 
wifh for it ; but, from various caufes, and more par- 
ticularly from want of attention to the exaci lite of 
the difeafe, the duration of Gonorrhoea has always been 
a matter of much uncertainty. 

I have obferved above, thai", on diifecl:ion, four dif- 
ferent let of parts are found at different times to be 
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the feat of Gonorrhea. When the running proceeds 
from the extremity, or from within about an inch 
and a half of the extremity of the penis, as happens in 
perhaps nine cafes out of ten, there will, for the moft 
part, be much caufe to hope that a cure will foon be 
obtained. Infuchinftances, when the patient is other- 
wife in good health, and when he does not interrupt 
the operationof the neceffary remedies by improper 
conduct, the difeafe will not commonly endure a fort- 
night. Nay, a cure in fuch circumftances is often ob- 
tained in two or three days : but, whenever the low- 
er parts of the urethra are affeded, particularly when 
the proftrate gland and other parts about the neck of 
the bladder are difeafed, the running, in almoft every 
inftance, proves obftinate. Even our moft powerful 
•remedies in other cafes of clap are here doubtful in 
their effects. Hence no certain opinion can be form- 
ed of the event of the difeafe. 

When thefe deep-feated parts are affe&ed, the dif- 
eafe proves always tedious, whatever the habit of bo- 
dy may be ; but it neceffarily proves much more fo 
when the constitution labours under any general af- 
fection, particularly when fcrophula prevails, than 
when the patient is found and healthy. Indeed a 
fcrophulous taint exifting even with the moft fimple 
cafe of clap, is apt to render it obftinate ; I am fo much 
convinced of this being the cafe, that in every in- 
ftance of clap occurring in fcrophulous patients I al- 
ways give a guarded prognofis of the event. Cures 
are fometimes indeed obtained eafily, even in patients 
of this defcription; but, for the moft part, the dif- % 
charge goes on for a great length of time, and refifts 
the effect of every remedy we employ to remove it. 

This uncertainty which takes place in the treatment 
of Gonorrhoea, and the great length of time to which 
the difcharge, in fome inftances goes on, together with 
the many untoward and unexpected occurrences 
which often happen during the cure, tend altogether 
to render this branch of practice the moft diftrefsful 
of any in the province of medicine. In a great pro- 
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portion of cafes a cure with proper treatment is eafily 
and fpeedily obtained ; but every candid practitioner 
will admit that cafes often occur in which the dif- 
charge continues obftinate for a great length of time, 
even under the ufe of the mod powerful remedies with 
which we are acquainted. But, by diftinguifhiiig be- 
tween one ftage of the difeafe and another, and thus 
giving an opinion to patients of the probable event of it 
practitioners would avoid a good deal of embarralfment 
which they often experience, from giving fo iodifcri- 
minately as they commonly do, a favourable prognofls 
at the commencement of every cafe of clap; 

In forming a prognofis, it ought always to be kept in 
view, that however mild the fymptomS maybe at firft, 
they may very quickly and unexpectedly become fe- 
Vere, by the difeafe proceeding from one part of the 
urethra to another, or even by the inflammation in the 
part which was at firft affe&ed becoming more 
fevere. This arifesfrom various caufes, and often from 
circumftances which it is not in the poWer of prac- 
titioners to prevent. It fometimes occurs, indeed, 
from the ufe of improper remedies « particularly from 
acrid injections being ufed with tod much freedom ; 
but it happens much more frequently from other caufes, 
particularly from the tendency which inflammation in 
one part of a membrane has to fpread itfelf over the 
whole of it, and to the mifcOnduct of patients, who, 
infted of living as they ought to do, very commonly 
proceed, during the cure^ in the fame eourfe of riot 
and debauchery by which they were at firft expofed 
to infection. Some patients, even under fuch circum- 
ftances, will no doubt get well • but there is not a more 
undoubted fad than this, that the cure of the difeafe is 
for the moftpart both difficult and uncertain where the 
gatient lives in a riotous and intemperate manner. 
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SECT. III. 

General Obfervat ions on the Cure of Gonorrhea Virulent a, 

GONORRHOEA, as I haveobferved above, has, till 
. of late, been very generally confidered as depending 
upon an aftettion of the conflitution ; or at Jeafl the 
difcharge has been fuppofed to be of fuch a nature as at 
all times to affett the conflitution, and therefore that 
a cure could not be obtained but by the ufe of remedies 
which operate upon tpp fyftem at large. 

For" a considerable time mercury was chiefly relied 
upon % It was employed on the fuppofition of Gonorr- 
hoea being a fymptom of Lues Venerea ; but experience 
having (hewn that no advantage was derived from mer- 
cury by itfelf, other remedies were employed along 
with it. Thefe confifled chiefly of demulcents, eva- 
cuants, and aflringents. 

By a plentiful ufe of mucilagenous drinks, and other 
demulcents, it was meant tofhcath the bladder and ure- 
thra more eftectually from the acrimony of the urine, 
a-nd at the fame time to render the urine itfelf lefs acrid.' 
Purgatives were employed for the purpofe of carrying 
off the morbid matter of the difeafe, and nitre and o- 
ther remedies were given with a fimilar intention ; and 
laftly, as the running was feldom leffened by the ufe of 
any of thefe, but, on the contrary, being frequently in- 
creased, bark, altringent balfams, and other corrobe- 
rants, were prefcribed for putting a flop to it. In 
fome cafes mercury was continued during the whole 
cotirfe ; m others it was left off at the time of entering; 
upon the ufe ofaftringents. 

The practice of phyfic when this prevailed being in 
molt points highly improved, we are aflonifhed to find 
Inch deficiency as this evinces, in the treatment of a 
difeafe which necefTarily fell under daily obfervation. 
tf patients had been left to themfelves, without any in- 
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terference on the part of practitioners, the difeafe 
yould often, in the courfe of time, have difappeared 
without any injury being done to the conftitution ; for 
we know that a fimple clap will, in moft inftances, dry 
up whether any remedies be employed or not; but, by 
the liberal ufe of ftrong purgatives, and efpecially when 
this was conjoined with a low diet and a courfe of mer- 
cury, the conftitution was fo much debilitated that 
this alone rendered almoft every cafe that occurred 
exceedingly obftinate : hence Gonorrhoea was confider- 
ed as the moftdiftrefsful as well as one of the moft dan- 
gerous difeafes to which the human fpecies was liable. 
Lues Venerea was, for the moft part, eafily cured by 
mercury ; but no advantage was derived from this re- 
medy in Gonorrhoea : the difeafe ufually proved ex- 
ceedingly obftinate, and was very apt to terminate 
either in gH$£t or in ohftrudtions of the urethra. 

It foon appeared to practitioners of obfervation, 
that the medicines employed in Gonorrhoea, inftead of 
proving ufeful, rather did harm ; but the period was 
not yet arrived in which a more effectual remedy was 
to be propofed. Some, however, went fo far as to 
fay that medicines of every kind might be avoided, as 
they had found, from experience, that the difeafe went 
off both more eafily and more quickly when left to. 
itfelf than it ever did with the remedies at that time 
in general ufe. \A low diet, mercury, and avacuants 
of different kinds, did much harm, as we have already 
obferved, by inducing fuch a degree of debility and 
relaxation as materially affe&ed the conftitution ; and 
the draftic purgatives, of which large dozes were gi- 
ven daily, proved highly prejudicial, by the irritation 
which they excited. In certain ftages of clap a ftrong 
purgative never fails to increafe the pain ; to excite a 
more frequent defire to make watir ; and to increafe 
the difchargc : nay, I have known various inftances of 
a return of all the fymptoms of Gonorrhoea being in- 
duced by the operation of a brifk purgative, long after 
the patient conlidercd his cure as compk 
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We need not therefore be furprifed at the propofid 
of laying all fuch remedies as thefe afide ; and it muft^ 
be admitted that a cure will often take place, that is, 
the running would difappear, together with all the 
fymptoms which attend it, without the aid of medi- 
cine. This would frequently happen where the dif- 
cafe was mild; where the patient was poflefTed of a 
healthy conftitution ; and where the running was not * 
kept up by any impropriety on the part of the pati- 
ent. The running would difappear here, as happens 
in corryza and other inftances of matter proceeding 
from inflamed furfaces, whether any remedies Ihould 
be employed or not : but this would feldom or never 
happen where the fymptoms were fevere, nor where 
the patient did not live in every refpeft as he ought to 
do. In all fuch cafes the cure would prove tedious 
and uncertain, and the conftitution would frequently 
be ruined, inthe attempt. 

When the mode of cure we have mentioned was 
propofed, an opinion prevailed that the difcharge was 
kept up by fome general affection of the conftitution, 
and that nothing therefore could be fo fafe or fo pro- 
per as to allow it to. run as long as any part of the mor- 
bific matter by which it was produced continued. It 
was at that time admitted by all, that Gonorrhoea was 
of the fame nature with Lues Venerea. Chancres, as 
well as all other venereal fores, were kept open till 
cures were obtained by the internal ufe of mercury. 
An erroneous idea prevailed of fome advantage being 
derived from the difcharge which they produced; 
and hence, even by thofe who faw clearly that no be- 
nefit was obtained from mercury in Gonorrhoea, it was 
ftill considered as the beft practice to allow the difeafe 
as they faid, to difcharge itfelf jn this manner. 

Even granting that the matter of Gonorrhoea were 
the fame with that of Lues Venerea, there is no caufe 
to imagine that any advantage would enfue from this 
practice : but we now have no reafon to doubt of the 
two difeafes being perfectly different. . A practice, 
therefore, which at one period might haVe been judg- 
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d proper in one difeafe, would now be inapplicable 
in the other ; and hence it has, very generally, been 
laid afide, although not yet given up by fome indivi- 
duals. 

From the obfervations we had occafion to make in 
the laft chapter, as well as from other circumftances, 
few will now doubt that the matter in Gonorrhoea 
proceeding in mod: inftances from an inflamed ftate of 
the membrane of the urethra and contiguous parts, 
gives a local affection only, without being productive 
of any general difeafe of the conftitution. From this 
view of the fubject, it is obvious that no great advan- 
tage is to be expected from remedies applied to the 
fyftem at large, and that a cure is to be looked for from 
the life of local remedies only. In the treatment of a 
fimple fore, ofacut,a burn, or excoriations from any 
caufe whatever, we would not furely expect to fuc^ 
ceed by mercury, purgatives, or any remedies directed 
to the conftitution. In all fuch affections we truft to 
local remedies, unlefs the prefence of fever, or fome 
other general affection, render other remedies necef- 
fary. For the fame reafon we ought, in Gonorrhoea, 
to depend entirely upon fuch remedies as act chiefly 
upon the parts affected ; no others being necelfary if 
it be not occafional blood-letting, and other evacuati- 
ons, and thefe only where fever, plethora, or much in- 
flammation take ptace. 

In local affections of other parts our remedies are 
ealily and directly applied : in the urethra fome nice- 
ty and attention is necelfary, not only in the mode of 
applying them to the difeafed parts, but in judging of 
th$ period of the difeafe, or rather of the ftate of the 
parts to which they are to be applied : in other fitu- 
ations thefe circumftances fall directly under view, 
and we judge from appearances of the propriety of ap- 
plying one remedy or another. In the urethra we 
are directed entirely by the fymptoms, and we judge 
from thefe of the remedies to be employed, as well as 
of the parts to which they are to be applied being in a 
fit ftate for receiving them or not. 
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If the parts affected in Gonorrhea were always the 
fame no difficulty would occur in the application off 
our remedies ; but, although the matter in the com- 
mencemept of the difeafe proceeds in perhaps every 
inftance from inflammation, yet, in fome, parts are 
affected with inflammation, to which it would be im- 
proper and even hazardous to apply the fame reme- 
dies which in a great proportion of cafes are ufed 
with much fafetyand advantage. 

We fhall afterwards have occafion to fhew that, 
in certain circumftances of Gonorrhcea, bougies may 
be ufed with much benefit; but, for the moft part, 
we depend entirely upon injections, and chiefly up- 
on fuch as are of a drying, aflringent nature. Now 
it is obvious, that although we may with fafety ap- 
ply an aflringent folution to an inflamed furface, as 
happens daily where the membrane of fee urethra 
only is affected, yet that much riik may enfue from 
the fame folution being applied to the dudts of inflam- 
ed glands : in the one cafe the difcharge produced by 
the inflammation will be leffened and foon removed, 
and the inflammation itfelf will fublide, while, in 
the other, by a fudden flop being put to the difcharge 
of a gland already in a ftate ofincreafed irritability, 
more inflammation will be excited, the parts affe&ed 
will become fwelled and painful, and at laft the dif- 
charge will burfl forth with redoubled violence. 

That this frequently happens in the courfe of bu- 
fmefs every practitioner of candour will admit : nay, 
there are few patients who have been liable to dif- 
ferent attacks of this difcharge, who have not met 
with it in fome degree. For a day or two the run- 
ning will often difappear, and they confider the cure 
as complete, when after fome degree of tenfion and 
uneafinefs along the greatefl part of the penis, parti- ' 
oularly in the perineum, the difcharge recurs as be- 
fore, with every appearance of a recent infection. 

As there are many who condemn the ufe of injecti- 
ons in Gonorrhea, it is allcdged that this is one of the 
inconveniences which they produce; but we fhall 
prcfently have occafion to mew that this is by 110 
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means the cafe, and that it proceeds entirely from a 
mifapplication of the remedy; from ufing it in aftate 
of the difeafe for which it is improper; and not from 
the remedy itfelf being of a hazardous nature. 

This leads us to revert to the neceffity there is for 
diftinguifhing between one ftate of Gonorrhoea and 
another* In the defcription of the fymptoms, I re- 
marked that they are evidently diftinguifhable into 
four lets, indicating four ftates or ftage s of the difeafe ; 
and as it is a point of the firft importance in practice 
to have thefe different ftates clearly marked, we (hall 
now proceed to treat of them in feparate fettions. 



S E C T. IV. 

Of the Firft Stage of Gonorrhoea. 

IN the firft ftage of Gonorrhoea the running is never 
accompanied with violent fymptoms. The extre- 
mity of theurethra becomes red, fall, and fomewhat 
prominent. The glans become tender and irritable, 
and ardor urinaj takes place in a greater or leffer de- 
gree, according to the extent of the inflammation. 
For the molt part the heat of urine is inconfiderable; 
but in fome inftances, even in this ftage of the difeafe, 
it is fofev ere as to excite a good deal ofdiftrefs. Chor- 
dee fome times occurs, butfeldominany confiderable 
degree. 

In the hiftory of the difeafe we have feen, that in 
this ftage of it the membrane of the urethra alone is 
affected, that is, the inflammation by which the dis- 
charge is produced has not extended to any other 
part. 

"We judge that this is the cafe when thefe fymp- 
toms only occur which have juft been enumerated; 
when no glandular fwellings are difcovered along the' 
courfe of the urethra, and particularly when the run- 
ning proceeds entirely from within an inch, or an 
inch and a half of the extremity pf that canal. 



i6 



OF THE FIRST STAGE Ch. H. 



This circumftance of the difcharge in Gonorrhoea 
proceeding from the extremity of the urethra, is at all 
times a proofofthe inflammation not having advanced 
farther than to conftitute what I have denominated 
the firft ftage of the difeafe. No glandular fwellings 
are ever difcovered while the running proceeds from 
thefe parts ; and on direction after death, the mem- 
brane of the urethra alone is found inflamed: but in 
fome inftances the difcharge proceeds even from the 
fuperior parts of the urethra, while none of the con- 
tiguous glands are affected. This I confider as confti- 
tuting the firft ftage of the difeafe, equally as when 
the extremity of the urethra is alone affected. The 
fymptoms are net more violent in the one than in the 
other, and the method of cure is the fame in both. 
It muft, however, be admitted, that we do not fre- 
quently meet with this ; for where the upper part of 
the urethra is affected, the inflammation is very apt 
to fpread to the contiguous glands, and thus termi- 
nates in the fecond, third, or, perhaps, fourth ftage 
of the difeafe. 

We afcertain the place in the urethra, from whence 
matter is difcharged, not merely from the height to 
which the pain or uneafinefs with which it may be 
accompanied extends, for this proves often an equivo- 
cal mark of diftinction, but from compreffing the paf- 
fagc at any given fpot, and preffing out all the matter 
between it and the end of the urethra. If, on remov- 
ing the preffure, more can be brought down, we are 
fure that it muft come from a greater height, and by 
proceeding in a gradual manner upwards we may thus, 
with very little attention, difcover almoft the exact 
fpot from whence the difcharge proceeds. It will 
afterwards appear that our being able to do fo is of im- 
portance in conducting the cure. 

From what has been faid it will appear, that in this 
ftage of the difeafe the running proceeds entirely from 
inflammation of the membrane of the urethra, with- 
out any affection of the glands which open into it ; 
and in the removal of this the cure entirely confifts. 
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Where the inflammation is confiderable, as we judge 
to be the cafe when the ardor urinae is fevere, and 
efpecially when it occurs in a very full habit of body, 
it may be proper to prefcribe blood-letting, a dofe or 
two of any gentle laxative, and a low, cooling diet. 
At the fame time violent exercife of every kind mould 
be avoided, particularly riding on horfeback. 
. Inflammation, however, in this ftate, is feldom fo 
confiderable as to render blood-letting neceflary: in 
ordinary cafes we now truft to the ufe of injections 
alone, and in all periods of the difcharge I ufe them 
with equal freedom. Even where blood-letting, and 
a Uriel: attention to an antiphilogiftic regimen is ne- 
ceflary, I have never any difficulty in beginning im- 
mediately to the ufe of injections. 

Thofe who are not in the daily practice of ufing in- 
jections, are afraid of prefcribing them fo generally as 
they ought to do : fome, indeed, never employ them 
in any cafe, from the prejudice being ftrong which ftill 
prevails againft them among almoft all the older prac- 
titioners, while others admit that they may be ufed 
with fafety and advantage, in the latter period of the 
difeafe, but never in the beginning, or while the in- 
flammation continues in any degree fevere. 

This, however, is a timidity that will foon vanifh 
with all who venture upon a more general ufe of them. 
They will find that injections, of a fufficient degree 
of aftringency for removing the difcharge, may in 
this ftate of Gonorrhoea be employed with perfect 
fafety, even in the commencement of the difeafe, and 
whether the inflammation which takes place be mild 
or fevere. 

An idea is ftill entertained by many, that the run- 
ning fhould not be flopped till fome of the virulency 
by which it was produced is carried off; and hence 
they object, as we have juft obferved, to the early ufe 
of injections. But, as we have feen that Gonorrhoea 
is a local affection, and as we know that in other parts 
of the body local inflammation may at all times be 
removed with fafety, nay, that it is the beft practice 

H 
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to attempt it, we might from this alone infer, that it 
would be equally proper here. But independent of 
this, I can with confidence afTert, and all who employ 
injections generally will do fo, that they may in this 
ftage cf Gonorrhoea be ufed at all times, and with more 
certainty of proving fuccefsful the more early they 
are applied. Of this I amfo clearly convinced, that I 
would advife all who have it in their power, to em- 
ploy injections inftantly on the difcharge taking place. 
They commonly, indeed, prove fuccefsful at whate- 
ver period they are ufed ; but I have uniformly found 
that they act more quickly in the commencement of 
the difeafe than in the latter ftages of it. 

While practitioners differ in opinion refpecting the 
mod proper period of Gonorrhoea for ufing injections, 
they likewife differ in their ideas of the kinds ofthefe 
remedies beft calculated for the periods in which they 
are employed. In the commencement of Gonorrhoea, 
and at all times when much pain takes place, it is the 
opinion of many that emollient injections only ought 
to be ufed, fuch as warm oil, emulfions of almonds, in-r 
fufions of althea, and lintfeed : but in this there ap- 
pears to be fome miftake ; and I can decidedly fay fo 
from having often experienced the inefficacy of the 
practice. 

On firft entering upon bufinefs, I found it the opi- 
nion of many who ufed injections with freedom, that 
thofc of the emollient kind ought alone to be advifed 
while much heat of urine, or any confiderable degree 
of inflammation continued. Thcfe, it was imagined, 
would fheath and protect the parts from the acrimony 
of the urine, and on the inflammation fubfiding, they 
conceived that injections of an aftringent nature might 
be ufed with more fafety. The opinion was plauii- 
ble, and fupported by fome of our beft practitioners ; 
I was therefore induced, along with others, to go in- 
to it ; but it foon appeared that no advantage was to 
be derived from it : on the contrary, it v/as evidently 
the caufe of much diftrefs, by rendering the cure of 
C^m^rr/iaa much more tedious than it otherwife mio-ht 
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have been ; for injections of the emollient kind nefcer 
tend to fliorten the continuance of the difeharge, ainib 
often render it more fixed and permanent, by retert 
ing the parts from whence it proceeds. nooql 

Neither are injections of this defcription necafifcvyi 
as a preparative to thofe of the aftringent kindmcift! 
this conviction I have for many years paft laid^eifo 
altogether afide, and during this period have ufedriWffi 
but fu'ch as are evidently aftringent ; and althotoghiJl 
employ them with all manner of freedom, I havfttatj 
ver perceived any bad effects arife from theniwriawoq 

In thisftate of Gonorrhoea injections of the aftr«a®£nt 
kijad may be ufed with fafety and advantage, fram^ho 
very commencement of the difeharge, as well&s ajtJaop> 
period of the difeafe, whatever the degree ofcinfteaog 
mation may be. Inftead of increafing the infflaiwiMial 
on, they tend, when of a proper ftrength, tfa-Ia^qn *£r;i 
they relieve more immediately than any other ysd&b 
dy, the ardor urinas ; and they commonhyytefT&A-icm 
remove the difeharge in a very fhbrt fpaQftjol^fajmco 

In all cafes, therefore, of this kind, wh^r^we'iypw 
pofe the difeafe to proceed entirely from rfcbfU memi] 
brane of the urethra, I pay no regard tOjfcbeti£on,tii»i»^ 
ance of the running; the patient is immediately, -pluti 
upon the ufe of injections, and no harm!.e.Yrer, !e^fees.[ 
from it. Jnabnq layi-l 

There is only one fymptom which, iojt^is/ftagierQft 
clap, precludes the immediate ufe of inje/^ea^i,; mini 
pain and fwellings of one or of both tsft/^ rbaliperferf 
verance in the ufe of injections during the szontmhanml 
of this fymptom very commonly dpe&^fejrmp&ndr 
ought not therefore to be advifed ; noiliitfejfcj tiie>i;tehd 
to increafe the inflammation, even of r iShteitcsftifiji botr 
by removing the difeharge from the i nvet&xhp thejri 
■deprive us, as we mail afterwards fte^ :o€ohexo.f[itliej 
mofl effectual remedies for afwelledtfeifeit ie^Ipmceedri 
ingfrom Gonorrhoea. ni in3V5lq oT 

A variety of aftringent injedlions.are^mip'loyed ibyl 
practitioners, but fome proving moxe-erffettuali KfeatD 
others, an inveftigation of this par^t*o£ purjihbjbcl*ii3) 
thereby rendered neceffary. 
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Almoft any aftringent injection will leffen the dif- 
charge. Port wine, and claret, duly diluted, fome- 
times anfwer. I have often fucceeded with a tea- 
fpoonfal of brandy added to half an ounce of rofe wa- 
ter : nay, rofe water itfelf, or even cold water directly 
from the fpring, will often give a flop to the dii- 
charge; but, for the mod part, the effects of thefe 
are only temporary. In flight affections, indeed, they 
fometimes complete the cure, but in general we are 
under the neceifity of employing aftringents of a more 
powerful kind. 

Among the firft injections ufed in Gonorrhoea, mer- 
cury, in one form or another, was a conftant ingre- 
dient. It was not, however, employed as an aftrin- 
gent; for at that period the ufe of aftringents of any 
kind would have been confidered as hazardous. Be- 
ing applied in this manner directly to the feat of the 
difeafe, it was fuppofed that it might act as a fpecific 
in the cure of it. But although I have given full and 
complete trials to injections of the mercurial kind, and 
in every variety of form, I have not, in any inftance, 
found them to prove more effectual than other aftrin- 
gents. In order to afcertain the point to which I al- 
lude, with as much certainty as poffible, I have re- 
peatedly made it the fubject of experiment. Of dif- 
ferent patients in Gonorrhoea, all nearly diftrefTecl with 
fimilar fymptoms, fome have been made to employ a 
mixture of calomel with mucilage and water ; others 
have ufed quickfilver diflblved in mucilage, while 
fome have at the fame time been ufing injections in 
which mercury did not enter as an ingredient. 

I admit that in moft of thefe inftan^es mercury pro- 
ved ferviceable, but by no means in fuch a degree as 
many of the articles with which it was put, upon this 
comparative trial. There is no cauie, therefore, to t 
imagine that it acts as a fpecific in the cure of clap. 

To prevent interruption in this part of the work, 
formulas will be given in the Appendix to this volume, 
of all the preparations I wifli to recommend. Of mer- 
curial aftringent injections, the prefcriptions No, i, 
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2, and 3, are perhaps the fafeft and beft that can be 
ufed. 

C alomel ufed in inj ections feems to act in a fimilar man- 
ner with lapis calaminaris armenian bole, and other af- 
tringent earths; not by any fpecific virtues with 
which they are endowed, but by reftoring tone to 
parts weakened by the difeafe. It is in this manner, I 
conclude, that all of thefe articles act in the cure of 
Gonorrhoea ; and in cafes that are not particularly ob- 
flinate, they very commonly prove effectual. Lapis 
calaminaris, or tutia finely levigated, fufpended in 
thin mucilage, makes a very fafe and ufeful injection. 
No. 4th and 5th are formulas of thefe; and No. 6 is a 
prefcription of a gentleman retired from bulinefs, who, 
at one period, was in very extenfive practice in Lon- 
don, and who in the courfe of much experience in 
this particular branch, gave the preference to articles 
of this kind over all others that he ever employed. 

Thefe earths poffefs one important advantage for this 
purpofe : they never do harm, in whatever quantity 
they are ufed. If levigated with fufftcient care and 
attention, they may be ufed in any quantity that the 
liquid in which they are conveyed can be made to fuf- 
pend. 

Allum diffolved in water makes a fafe and ufeful in- 
jection. It proves equally fafe, and ftill more pow- 
erful, when conjoined with a decoction of oak bark, 
or an infufion of galls, for which prefcriptions are 
given No. 7th, 8th, and 9th. 

Kino, an aflringent lately much ufed in Diarrhoea, 
proves alfo an ufeful ingredient in injections for Go- 
norrhoea. I have in various cafes found it prove fuc- 
cefsful where other articles had failed, and I have not 
obferved that it ever does harm. As it is not very 
foluble in water it becomes neceffary to fufpend it 
when in fine powder, by means of mucilage, as is pre- 
fcribed No. iothand 1 ith. 

Opium proves often an ufeful ingredient in injecti- 
ons of this kind ; and as it is equally ferviceable whe- 
ther much pain takes place or not, I conclude that it 
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does not act fo much as a fedative as it does as an aftrin- 
gent. No. i 2th and 13 th are formulae of" injections 
with opium. 

Some of the aftringent balfams, properly combined 
with water, make a good variety of injection for Go- 
norrhoea, particularly the baUamum canadenfe, and 
balfamum copaiba, as in No. 13 th, and 14th. 

Lead, in various forms, proves highly ferviceable 
in thefe injections. CerufTe fufpended in mucilage 
and water is often employed with advantage ; but 
acetum lythargyri, and faccharum faturni diifolved 
in water are moft to be depended on. Formulas of 
thefe are given in No. 15th, 16th, and 17th. 

Of all the aftringent injections, however, which I 
have ufed, none prove fo powerful as white vitriol 
diifolved in water. In the quantity of a grain and 
half to an ounce of water, it feldom creates much ir- 
ritation, and it does not often fail in this variety of 
the difeafe, in which alone injections of any kind ever 
prove materially ufeful. No. 1 8th is the form of in- 
jection, which, in the common occurrences of daily 
practice, I am in the habit of ufing ; and No. 1 9th is 
a combination of vitriol and acetum lythargyri, which, 
in a lew cafes, I have found to anfwer better than 
either of thefe articles feperately. 

Many other aftringents might be enumerated, from 
which very ufeful injections might be prepared, but 
the formulas which I have given contain the moft pow- 
erful of any with which we yet are acquainted. None 
of them will at all times prove fuccefsful ; for even 
in this the moft fimple variety of the difeafe, the mofl 
active remedies will in fome inftances fail : but I can 
from experience in this branch of practice affert, that 
it will feldom happen where the injection is properly 
managed and duly perfifted in. 

The vitriolic injection, No. 19, I have mentioned 
as the moft ufeful formulas of any ; but it will fome- 
times happen that a cafe will readily yield to others 
which has long reiifted this. When we do not, there- 
fore, foon fucceed with one injection, we ought, 
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without lofs of time, to have recourfe to others, by 
which our purpofe will be more eafily accomplimed 
than by continuing to employ the fame for any length 
of time together. 

In all thefe injections the different ingredients are 
in fuch proportions as beft fuit the general courfe of 
bufinefs. This was a point of much importance to 
afcertain, and fo far as my obfervation goes, I have 
done fo ; but cafes will, no doubt, occur from time 
to time, in which fome variety of ftrength is necelfary. 
All injections of this kind fhould be of fuch a ftrength 
as to excite fome degree of irritation in the urethra, 
but by no means fo ftrong as to create much pain : 
hence, where the preparations I have mentioned do 
not anfwer the purpofe, they mould be made ftronger ; 
and when of fuch a ftrength as to excite fevere pain, 
they fhould be more diluted. 

This, I may remark, is an object requiring much 
attention, for while it is obvious that injections muft 
do harm when their ftrength is more than it ought to 
be, it is equally certain that little or no advantage 
will be derived from them when they are too weak. 
I have known a cure accomplimed in three days, 
merely by making an injection of a fufficient ftrength, 
where the difeafe had previously gone on for two or | 
three months, from want of attention to this point. 
I confider this, indeed, as one of the moft important 
points in the treatment of Gonorrhoea, nor does any ; 
thing diftinguifh the practitioner of experience with 
fuch certainty, as his being able to adapt the ftrength 
of the injections which he employs to the particular 
circumftances of every cafe which falls under his ma- 
nagement. 

In the application of injections there are two cir- 
cumftances which more particularly require attenti- 
on, viz. the manner of throwing them up, and the fre- 
quency of ufing them. 

They may be thrown up either with a fmall bag of 
refina elaftica, fitted with a pipe, or with a common 
fmall fyringe : whether the bag or fyringe be ufed, 
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the pipe fhould be perfectly fmooth, of a conical form, 
not above half an inch in length, and the cone of fuch 
a thicknefs near to the root, as not to allow the pipe 
to pafs above a quarter ofan inch into the urethra. 

The bag or fyringe being filled with the injection, 
and the patient feated with his breech over the fide 
of a chair, fo as to prevent the perineum from being 
prefTed upon, the pipe, when well oiled, mould be 
inferted into the urethra, as far as it will go, with 
the right hand, while, with the left, he grafps the 
penis, and pulls it forward upon the pipe. He mufr. 
now throw the injection up in fuch a manner that it 
may reach the farthefl part of the urethra that is af- 
fected, but not with fuch force as ro excite pain. 

When the difcharge proceeds from near the ex- 
tremity of the penis, very little force is required for 
this purpofe ; but when the upper part of the urethra 
is affected, if the injection be not thrown up with 
fome degree of firmnefs, it will not reach the feat of 
the difeafe, and hence no advantage will be derived 
from it. Previous, therefore, to the ufe of injec- 
tions, the part of the urethra, whence the difcharge 
proceeds, mould be afcertained, and it can be eafily 
done in the manner we have mentioned above. 

In ufing injections it is judged proper by fome to 
deiire the patient to prevent them from pafling farther 
in the urethra than the feat of the difeafe ; left, by 
forcing fome of the matter along with the liquid, the 
infection fliould be carried to parts which otherwife 
might not have been injured. For this purpofe the 
patient muft comprefs the urethra with the middle 
finger of his left hand, at that point to which it is 
meant the injection fhould go ; while the fyringe or 
elaftic bag is employed for throwing it up in the other. 
But although there is neceility for throwing injecti- 
ons farther than the feat of the difeafe, there is no 
caufe for this anxiety in preventing them. It does 
not appear, that in this manner, the infection is ever 
communicated from one part of the urethra to ano- 
ther ; at leaft I have never met with an inflance of it, 
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and I have feldom pointed out this to my patients as a 
neceiTary piece of attention. While it does not there- 
fore, anfwer any good purpofe, it certainly renders it 
more difficult for the patient to throw the injection 
properly up, as he cannot both make prefTure upon 
the upper part of the urethra, and, at the fame time, 
manage the fyringe with that exactnefs which it re- 
quires. 

The point, however, of moft importance in the ufe 
of injections is, the frequency with which they mould 
be thrown up ; it is not enough that we difcover a 
compofition that will eftablifh a cure, if we do not ufe 
it with that frequency which the nature of the difeafe 
requires. In common practice the patient is defired 
to inject the liquid two or three times a day : this, if 
the injection be of a proper ftrength, will in courfe 
of time effect a cure ; but I am perfectly convinced, 
from much attention to the fubject, that cures would 
be much more fpeedily obtained were injections to be 
more frequently thrown up. Inflead of two or three 
times a day, I caufe them to be ufed feven, eight, or 
ten times daily ; by which the cure, inftead of being 
protracted for feveral weeks, *s often completed in as 
many days. 

This, Imuft obferve, is a point of fuch importance 
in the cure*of Gonorrhoea, that nothing can compen- 
fate the neglect of it. The inefficacy of injections is 
frequently held forth as one material objection to 
them, but, for the moft part, their failure will be found 
to depend, in a great meafure, upon this circumfi 
Patients ought, therefore, to be urged to ufe them, 
at leaft as frequently as I have mentioned. When in- 
deed the difcharge leffens, or difappears entirely, there 
is no necefhty for ufing injections fo frequently, but 
while it continues undiminiflied, the more frequently 
the remedy is applied to the parts from whence it pro- 
ceeds, the more quickly will it be removed. 

On laying injections afide, even after the running 
has difappeared entirely, and when there is therefore 
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caufc to fuppoie that a cure is obtained, the difcharge 
often returns with equal fe verity as at fir ft, either 
from exccfs in wine, or over exertion in bodily exer- 
cife. In fuch circumftances the injections muft again 
be employed, and ufed with as much frequency as be- 
fore, care being taken not to leave them off till fomc 
time after the running has again difappeared. 

When the difcharge returns repeatedly it is apt to 
weaken and relax the parts fo much, that this alone 
comes at laft to conftitute a new difeafe, forming a 
variety of w hat in general is termed gleet. This, how- 
ever, requires remedies of a different kind, and will 
fall to be confidered in a different chapter. 

It will be remarked that I have only flightly taken 
notice of any other remedies in treatment of Gonor- 
rhea : I have purpofely done fo, from full conviction 
of the ineuHcacy of all remedies that are not immedi- 
ately applied to the urethra, and from finding that a 
proper ufe of injections never fails to prove fucceisful, 
where a cure by any means can be obtained. 

Where much pain and inflammation takes place, I 
have obferved above that fome advantage may be ob- 
tained from blood-letting, and a fhrict attention to an 
antiphilogiftic regimen. I think it right, however, 
to fay, that few cafes occur in which this becomes ne- 
ceffary. A patient under Gonorrhoea mould live mo- 
derately, but by no means upon fuch low diet as in 
former times was preferibed in inch cafes. He ought 
to live in fuch a manner as may prevent the inflam- 
matory iyniptoms from becoming fevere, but not 
fo low as to run any rifk of inducing relaxation or 
'-':iy. 

The circumftances which molt particularly require 
n are, abitinencc from all manner of connec- 
tion with women, and from bodily exertion, fuch as 
much walking and riding on horicback, which more es- 
pecially affects the parts concerned in this difeafe. 
_ In the treatment of Gonorrhoea, where no injec- 
tions arc ufed, w here the dj either left entirely 
to nature, or treated with demulcents and purgatives, 
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a regular progrefs towards amendment is, for the mod 
part, obferved in the difcharge. The matter from 
being thin, and of a greenim hue, or perhaps of a red 
colour from being tinged with blood, becomes of a 
thicker confidence, tough, ropy, and of a white or 
yellow colour : but where iaje&ions are employed this 
feldom happens. This natural procefs is thereby in- 
terrupted; and a cure often takes place without any 
change being perceived in the colour or coniiftence of 
the difcharge. 
j There are fome fymptoms which occafionally take 
place in every ftage of Gonorrhoea, and which, it might 
be expected, ought to have been more particularly no- 
ticed here, fuch as chordee, and evacuation of blood 
from the urethra. But thefe fymptoms being attend- 
ed with circumftances requiring a peculiarity of treat- 
ment, quite inapplicable in the ordinary ftate of Go- 
norrhoea, and being all of them highly important in 
their nature, a feparate fection will be allotted for 
the confideration of each of them. We mall now , 
therefore, proceed to confider the fecond ftage of the 
difeafe. 



S E C T. V. 

Of the Second Stage of Gonorrhoea. 

IN this ftage of the difeafe all the fymptoms- are 
more violent than in the firft. The heat of urine is 
much more fevere ; the whole body of the penis be- 
comes tender, and even painful ; and ehordee takes 
place to a very diftrefsful degree. The matter dis- 
charged from the urethra is either of an ugly green 
colour, or deeply tinged with blood, and commonly 
very foetid. It is found, on examination, to proceed 
from the more Superior parts of the urethra, general- 
ly from about the middle of the perineum, where the 
patient complains of a {"mart pain upon preffure, and 
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where one or more fmall tumors are often percepti- 
ble, produced by the inflammation having extended 
to Cowper's glands. 

Although the fymptoms of the firft ftage of Gonor- 
rhea are commonly very diftinftly marked, yet they 
frequently proceed to, and terminate in one of the 
other ftages of the difeafe, particularly in this which 
we are now considering. This happens from the in- 
flammation extending along the urethra, either from 
the matter producing the difeafe being more than ufual- 
ly acrimonious ; from the effedl: of improper manage- 
ment on the part of the patient ; from the imprudent 
ufe of irritating or very aftringent injections ; or from 
the patient being of a habit of body rendering him par- 
ticularly liable to be acted upon by caufes apt to ex- 
cite inflammation. 

I conclude that it happens moft frequently from the 
firft and laft of thefe caufes, or, perhaps, from a com- 
bination of them both ; as in a great proportion of cafes 
of this fecond ftate of the difeafe we find it taking place 
almoft from the firft day on which the running ap- 
peared. It muft, no doubt, have fallen under the ob- 
fervation of every practitioner that this, as well as 
the third and fourth ftages of Gonorrhoea, are often 
induced by the patient living in a ftate of riot and de- 
bauchery, and, in fome cafes, by the immoderate ufe 
of irritating injections. But although thefe are cir- 
cumftances which in every cafe of Gonorrhoea ought 
to be rigidly guarded againft, from their tending to 
excite one of the moft diftrefsful complaints to which 
the human fpecies is liable ; yet I am convinced, from 
what has been mentioned, that the worft ftates of the 
difeafe will frequently occur, notwithstanding of all 
that can be done either on the part of the patient or 
furgeon to prevent them. 

As the practice in this ftate of Gonorrhoea is materi- 
ally different from what we have recommended in 
the firft ftage of it, the utmoft attention becomes ne- 
cefTary in diftinguifhing between them. In the firft, 
the matter is, for the moft part, difcharged from 
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within an inch and half of the extremity of the penis; 
and where the difeafe does not extend farther up the 
urethra, although the ardor urinae is fometimes con- 
fiderable, yet the pain is never fo fevere as that which 
arifes from the inflammation in the fecond flage of the 
difeafe. In this laft, the whole body of the penis, as 
we have obferved above, is tender and painful; the 
chordee which takes place is highly diftrefsful, and 
one or more inequalities, accompanied with pain on 
prefiure, are difcovered in the perineum: whereas, 
in the former, any chordee which occurs is for the 
moft part very moderate. The pain is confiderable 
at all times when the patient is not parting water, and 
no hardnefs or inequalities are perceived in the peri- 
neum. 

It is proper to remark, that even in the fecond ftage 
of the difeafe, thefe glandular tumefa&ions in the pe- 
rineum are not always at firft obvious; but upon 
preffure with the fingers they are eafily difcovered, 
even on their firft commencement; and in the more 
advanced ftages of the difeafe they become perceptible, 
both to the touch and to the eye. Whenever chordee 
occurs in a fevere degree, the whole penis acquires a 
firmnefs and tenfion, particularly where it runs along 
the perineum. This, however, is very different 
from the glandular affections to which I allude : the 
one is a diffufed fwelling, extending over the whole, 
or a confiderable part of the penis; it does 'not con- 
tinue fixed or permanent, andfeemsto depend upon a 
morbid irritability in the mufcles of the penis, by 
which they are eafily excited to violent and unequal 
contractions. The others are, at firft, fmall, circum- 
fcribed fwellings, painful to the touch, which do not 
rife and fall fpeedily, and which remain more or lefs 
permanent according as the fymptoms with which 
they are connected are more or lefs violent. 

Thefe fwellings proceed, as I have already obferv- 
ed, from an inflamed flate of Cowper's glands, induced 
by' the inflammation extending along their duels, 
which terminate in the urethra, to the glands them- 
felves. 
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Inflammation here, when it comes to a height, in a 
manner fimilar to what enfues from it in other parts, 
is very apt to terminate in fuppuration ; and as the 
formation of matter in the fubftance of thefe glands is 
apt to excite the mofl diftrefsful confequences, nothing 
mould be omitted that can tend to prevent it. When 
matter forms in them, if it be not immediately dis- 
charged by an external opening, it is very apt to 
burft into the urethra, and to produce runnings, which, 
in fome cafes, do not terminate but with the life of 
the patient. 

On the iirft approach, therefore, of this fecond 
ftage of Gonorrhoea, all our endeavours mould be employ- 
ed to remove or lefTen the inflammation. If the pati- 
ent is plethoric he ftiould lofe a confiderable quantity 
of blood with the lancet, and ten or a dozen leeches 
fhould be applied to the pained part. Whatever his 
habit of body may be, the application of leeches 
fhould not be omitted, and they ought to be repeated 
once and again, according to their effects, and to the 
degree of inflammation and fwelling which take place ; 
faturnine poultices fhould be applied over the part af- 
fected, the bowels fhould be kept open with gentle 
laxatives, and the patient fhould be put upon a low, 
cooling diet. 

If, either by the violence of the inflammation, or 
by an imprudent ufe of aftringent injections, a flop has 
been put to the difcharge,much advantage will be de- 
rived from our foliciting a return of it. This however 
mufl not be done with applications of an irritating na- 
ture, fuch as bougies, and ftimulating injections, as 
fome have advifed, but it may be attempted with fafety 
by throwing up, from time to time, injections of 
warm oil and other emollients, fuch as warm decotli- 
ons of iintfeed and althea. 

But although we find from experience that much 
harm is done by the application of ftimulants direftly 
to the urethra, we know that they may be applied to 
the fkin both with fafety and advantage. Thus, 
when the fwelling does not foon Icifen, by bloodlet- 
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ting- and the other remedies mentioned above, I 
have, in different inftances, derived advantage from 
the application of blifters to the parts affected, and by 
covering the bites of the leeches withadhefive plafter; 
this practice may be adopted even the day after they 
have been applied. The blifter fhould be made to co- 
ver the whole perineum, 

"When the remedies we have advifed are timeoufly 
and properly applied they will not often fail to re- 
move the inflammation; but when this is not accom- 
plifhed, and when the fwelling or fwellings proceed 
to a ftate of fuppuration, nature mould be as much as 
poflible aflifted by a frequent and free ufe of emollient 
poultices and fomentations, and as foon as a fluctuation 
of matter is difcovered, it ought to be difcharged by 
an opening made the full length of the tumor. In this 
manner a fore will be produced that will be difficult 
to heal; but if the habit of body be found, acure will 
be obtained at laft, and there is no other method with 
which I am acquainted that will fo readily prevent 
the matter from burfting into the urethra. 

When this unfortunate circumftance takes place, of 
matter collected in one or more of thefe glands, find- 
ing accefs to the urethra, fcarcely any advantage is to 
be derived from art in the treatment of it. Injections, 
as we remarked in the laft feetion, inftead of proving 
ferviceable, rather do harm. They cannot reach the 
cavity of the gland, where alone they might prove 
ufeful, and by preventing for a time that free dis- 
charge of matter, which, in every abfeefs isdefirable, 
they caufe it to collect, and alternately burft, out, in 
greater quantities than before. 

When the caufe of fuch an occurrence is not fuf- 
pected, both the patient and practitioner are apt to ima- 
gine that it proceeds from the fault of the injection: 
every variety of the remedy is therefore employed, 
but nearly the fame effect refults from all of them, 
and the patient, after being teafed and perplexed for 
a great length of time, finds himfelf in no degree bet- 
ter than he was at firft. 
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By fomepracti doners acourfe of mercury has been 
advifed in this ftate of the difeafe, and particularly 
frictions with mercurial ointment on the perineum; 
but although I have often feen the practice fairly and 
completely tried, I never knew any advantage derived 
from it. Neither does mercury prove ufeful in the fores 
which enfue from opening abfcefTes in the perineum, 
proceeding from, Gonorrhoea. On the idea of thefe 
fores being of the fame nature with fuch as fucceed 
to buboes in Lues Venerea, mercury is commonly 
prefcribed; but although I have known it repeatedly 
ufed, not only for the cure of thefe fores, but for the 
difculfion of the previous tumefaction of the glands, I 
never knew any evident benefit derived from it. 

All that in fuch circumftances can with propriety 
be done is, to caufe the patient to live in fuch a man- 
ner as will moll effectually brace his conftitution ; his 
diet ought to be of a nourishing kind ; cold bathing, 
particularly in the fea, proves fometimes ufeful, and, 
in fome inftances, Jefuit's bark, in large quantities, 
is given with advantage. 

In no period of this ftate of Gonorrhoea are injecti- 
ons admiffible, and I fiifpect that the difcredit into 
which they have fallen with many is owing to their 
being employed promifcuoufly in every ftate of the 
complaint. We have juft {hen that they cannot be 
ufed with any profpect of fuccefs, when fuppuration 
has actually taken place, and a very little attention 
wiilmake it appear that they ought not to be advifed 
during the inflammatory ftate of the complaint. While 
the parts are inflamed, inftead of endeavouring to re- 
move the difcharge, we ought rather to try to promote 
it. Nothing tends with fuch certainty to moderate 
all the fymptoms ; and I have repeatedly obferved 
that they are all rendered much more fevere by what- 
ever tends, in any degree, to give a check to the 
running. It is proper, therefore, that the younger 
part of the profeffion be put ftrictly on their guard 
againft the ufe of injections in every period of this 
ftage of Gonorrhoea; a practice which, in the firft 
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ftage of the difeafe, is the only remedy, as we have 
feen, upon which any dependence ought to be placed, 
but which in this is evidently fraught with danger to 
the patient, and therefore with difcredit to thofe w T ho 
advife it. 

Befides the glandular abfceffes of thefe parts, which 
we have juft defcribed, collections of matter are apt 
to occur in this flate of the difeafe, not only in the 
cellular fubftance of the perineum, but in the corpus 
cavernofum of the penis, as well as in the corpus fpon- 
geofum urethra. The treatment of thefe, however, 
ought to be fo exactly what we have pointed out for 
the others, that nothing farther need be faid upon it. 
To prevent, as much as polhble, the rifk of fuch col- 
lections burfting into the urethra, the matter mould 
be difcharged by a free opening the whole length of 
the tumor, as foon as it is found to be completely form- 
ed. 

When collections of matter in thefe parts, whether 
feated in Cow-per's glands, or in the contiguous foft 
parts, terminate, as they fometimes do, in external 
openings, at the fame time that a communication is 
formed with the urethra, the urine efcapes at the fore, 
and thus another difeafe is produced, termed a finus, 
or fiilula in perineo. This falls to be treated like 
finufes in every other part : the feat of the abfcefs 
muft be laid open from one end to the other, and by 
enlarging the opening in the urethra, if the patient be 
otherwife in found health, a cure will, for the moffc 
part, be obtained, by endeavouring to heal the fore 
from the bottom in the ufual way*. 

It may be alledged, if this proves fuccefsful where 
the matter has already formed an opening, both in- 
wardly and outwardly, for itfelf, that a fimilar prac- 
tice mould be adopted wiiere the abfcefs has only 
burft into the urethra. That a free incifion mould be 
made into it, and a cure attempted in the manner we 
have already advifed. 

■ V- Svftem of Surgery, chap, xv- 

K 
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Where the opening into the urethra is fuch as to 
admit the urine to pais into the afcfcefs, the practice 
to which I allude ought undoubtedly to be adopted, 
for no other will prove fuccefsful, and the patient 
mu ft remain in a date of great diftrefs and mifery 
while this continues; but while the external tegu- 
ments remain entire, and while the urine does not 
findaccefs to the abfeefs, no attempt of this kind ought 
to be made. However inconvenient the difcharjre of 
matter from the urethra may be, and however long 
it may continue, the patient ought rather to fubmit 
to it than to the uncertain event of a fiftulous open- 
ing, which always proves tedious and diftrefsful, 
with whatever judgment the difeafe may be after- 
wards treated. 



SECT. VI. 

Of the Third Stage of Gonorrhoea Virulenta. 

IN this flage of Gonorrhoea, along with ardor urinz 
and the other ordinary fymptoms of the difeafe the 
patient complains of a frvere fixed pain in the upper 
part of the perineum, accompanied with a fenfation of 
fulnefs, and teniion in all the parts contiguous to the 
anus. The defire to void urine is more frequent than 
in either of the two preceding ftates, and it is com- 
monly paffed with much pain and difficulty ; often 
drop by drop. Tenefmus, 'or a painful and frequent 
defire to. go to ftool, often takes place, and, in fome 
inftances, to fuch a diftrefsful height, as adds greatly 
to the mifery of the patient. 

Even in the commencement of the difeafe the pain 
in making water is in fbme cafes fo fevere as to excite 
heat and other fymptoms of fever; and, in the more 
advanced ftages of it, I have known the fever rife to 
a very alarming height. This ibte of Gonorrhea, in 
fome raftances, proceeds from the inflammation fpread- 
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ing backward in a flow, gradual manner, from the 
point of the penis, which we have fhewn to be the 
feat of the firft ftage of the difcafe, but more frequent- 
ly it takes place fuddenly either from the imprudent 
ufe of injections, from the patient being in a riotous 
courfe of life, or from his being expofed to violent ex- 
erciie, either on foot or on horfeback. 

On examining the parts affecled, the penis is, for 
the moil part, in a flate of tendernefs and irritability, 
nearly, indeed, as we have defcribed it to be in the 
fecond ftage of this diforder ; but, together with this, 
on compreffing the parts about the end of the rcftum 
a fenih of pain arifes, which is never experienced in 
either of the flates already defcribed, and on intro- 
ducing the finger into the anus, the proflate gland is 
found coniiderably fuelled, and in fuch a Hate of irri- 
tability that it can fearcely bear to be touched. 

Even the flighteft degree of this affection excites 
much uncalincfs, and the deiire to pafs water feldom 
ecafes for above a few minutes together ; but when the 
difeafe has been of long duration, the proflate gland, 
which nearly furrounds the urethra, or which rather 
appears, as it were, to form the pafTage of urine at 
this part, becomes often fo much fwelled as nearly to 
obftruct the difcharge of urine as completely as when 
the urethra is entirely flopped. Thofe, indeed, not 
verfant in this branch of practice are apt to miflake 
this affection for ftrictures in the urethra ; of courfe a 
delay takes place in uling the proper remedies, and at- 
tempts which are frequently made to overcome the 
Jtuppofed ftriclures, too often do mifchief. Fre- 
quently, indeed, neither a bougie, nor catheter, when 
employed for removing a iuppreflion of urine, pro- 
ceeding from this caufc, can be pa (Ted ; for the gland 
is in fomc cafes fo much fwelled as to obliterate the 
pafTage almoft entirely, and in others, by i'welling on 
one fide only, the paffage is thrown altogether over 
to the other ; circumftances which render the intro- 
duction of a bougie either impracticable, or at bcfl 
nit and uncertain. 
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As it is in the commencement only of this affection 
that any material advantage is derived from the inter- 
ference of art, and as it is a difeafe which, in the 
more advanced flates of it excites the greateft poffible 
diftrefs, we ought inftantly on the firft approach of it, 
to apply fuch remedies as experience has proved to be 
the molt effect-ual in removing it. 

Of all the remedies that I have ever employed, early 
blood-letting is almofl the only one from which any 
obvious advantage has been derived. It ought to be 
advifed immediately on the firft approach of pain, nor 
fhould we be deterred by a weakly or delicate confti- 
tution. In a perfon of this defcription the evacuation 
ought, no doubt, to be more fparingly adminiftered 
than where plethora takes place ; but even in the 
mo ft delicate habit of body, a quantity of blood fhould 
be difcharged in proportion to the ftrength of the pa- 
tient, in the firft place by the lancet, and afterwards 
by leeches applied to the parts affected. The prac- 
tice of blood-letting I confider to be equally necefla- 
ry here as in cafes of pleurify : in the latter, indeed, 
the life of the patient is in greater hazard, but in 
this his future comfort and enjoyment of life are at 
ftake. It ought not, therefore, in any inftance, to be 
omitted. 

I ipeak the more decidedly upon this from various 
inftances having fallen within my own obfervation, of 
the moft diftrefsful confequences taking place from 
this remedy having been omitted, and from many 
others having ended eafily where it was employed 
with freedom. It is in the firft; ftages only of the 
diforder, however, in which it acts with much ad- 
vantage ; chiefly, indeed, on the firft fymptoms of 
inflammation taking place, for when the proftate gland 
becomes fwelled and inflamed in any confiderable de- 
gree, neither this nor any other remedy can be de- 
pended upon for removing it. After a long courfe of 
time an enlarged proftate will fometimes be found 
much diminifhed, but this happens more frequently 
without our being able to account for it, than as a 



Sect. VI. of Gonorrhoea. JJ 

neceffary confequence of any medicine employed 
for it. 

Blifters do not afford that relief here that we fome- 
times derive from them in fwellings of Cowper's 
glands, neither is much advantage ever obtained from 
faturnine applications. Opium, whether given by the 
mouth, or in clyfters, proves more ufeful than any 
other remedy for removing the pain and leffening the 
irritation; but probably from coming more directly 
into contact with the difeafed parts, it proves evident- 
ly moft fuccefsful when given in clyfters, and it feems 
to anfwer better in fmall dofes, frequently repeated, 
than in large quantities given at once, Thirty drops 
of laudanum, mixed with two ounces of thin ftarch, 
and thrown eahly into the rectum, very commonly 
gives immediate relief, and as long as this dofe proves 
effectual it ought not to be increafed. 

While opiates, given in this manner, leffen the irri- 
tability of the organs of urine, they alfo give much re- 
lief by removing that painful and frequent delire to go 
to flool, with which patients in this difeafe are often 
aiiiicted. 

Hitherto I have faid nothing of the nfe of injections, 
which are frequently employed in this, as in other 
ftages of Gonorrhoea, for removing the running. This, 
however, is a practice that ought by no means to be a- 
dopted. It has at nrft been gone into without reflect- 
ing upon its tendency, and afterwards perfifted in mere- 
ly from having once been adopted. In the fecond ftage 
of Gonorrhoea I had occafion to remark that the dis- 
charge, inftead of being flopped, ought rather to be 
encouraged. The fame obfervation applies ftill more 
forcibly here, where a ftoppage of the running tends 
always to aggravate every fymptom, and where we 
find confiderable relief often obtained by our bringing 
on a return of it. This, as we <bbferved in the laft 
lection, mould rather be done by the ufe of warm 
emollient injections, than by fuch as ftimulate and 
give pain. Thefe, I know, are adviled for this pur- 
pole, but as I have known them evidently do much 
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harm, even when managed in the moft cautious man- 
ner, and as v/e find, indeed, that the difeafe is often 
at firft induced by this very practice, I do not hefitate 
to fay that it ought very univerfally to be laid afide. 
For a fimilar reafon bougies ought never to be employ- 
ed here. 

Emollient injections prove ufeful not merely by fo- 
liciting a more plentiful difcharge from the urethra, 
but by foothing the irritability in the parts affected, 
and thus leffening the pain ; and where opfttes are 
conjoined with them they aft frill more powerfully 
in this manner. An infufion of the heads of poppies 
and althea root, ufed warm, anfwers particularly well 
for this purpofe. Warm poultices, applied external-' 
ly over the fundament and perineum, alfo prove ufe- 
ful. Some advantage too is derived from warm fo- 
mentations ; and I have known the warm bath afford 
much relief. 

All thefe remedies, however, aft: as palliatives on- 
ly ; but by their nfe the prefent diflrefs may be much 
mitigated, while nature, in the courfe of time, aided 
by cautious management on the part of the patient,- 
may at laft accomplifh a cure. At leaft, this, in the' 
courfe of my obfervation, has happened in feveral in- 
stances where the fweliingof this gland has not arriv- 
ed at any great height ; but it has been more frequent- 
ly the confequence of rigid attention to regimen than 
the effeft of medicines. We conflantly find, in this 
complaint, that whatever excites much heat of body 
does harm; whether bodily exercife, or heating food 
and drink ; hence every thing of this kind fhould be 
avoided particularly much walking and riding on 
horfeback; and full meals of animal food, efpecially 
when wine or other ftrong drinks are likewiie indulg- 
ed in. The diet fhould confift of miik and vegetables 
with no greater proportion of animal food than is ne- 
ceilary tofupport theitrength of the patient. 
_ Such drinks fhould be chiefly ufed as tend to blunt 
the acrimony of the urine, and to fheaththe parts which 
it paiies over ; fuch as infuiion of lintfeed and althea 
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emulfions of almonds, and water in which gum arable 
is difTolved. 

I have infinuated that I have little confidence in the 
activity of any medicine for removing fwellings in the 
proflatc gland, when it has unfortunately acquired 
a conliderable bulk. A deference to the opinion of 
others requires that I fhould ftate the grounds upon 
which this opinion is formed ; this I fhalldo in notic- 
ing fhortly the medicine* which have been employed 
with the view of obviating this complaint. 

When other remedies fail, and in fome cafes even 
before they are fairly tried, mercury is, in ordinary 
practice, recommended ; but I have much reafon to 
think that it very commonly, if not always, does harm. 

Even in early practice I had frequent opportunities 
of feeing this complaint, and being led by conver- 
lation with others to expect fubitantial relief from 
mercury, I ufed it freely for feveral years : I muft ac- 
knowledge., however, that I never perceived any ad- 
vantage arife from it, while, in fome cafes, evident 
mifchief was the effect of the practice. 

Mercury never had any obvious effect, in diminihV 
ing the tumour, and by encreafing the irritability of 
the iyftem; even when given in fmall quantities, and 
in the molt cautious manner, it ufually rendered the 
parts affected more painful than they were before. On 
thefe accounts mercury appears to be not only an ufe- 
lefs but a dangerous remedy, fo that I have now, in 
f wellings of this gland, laid it entirely alide. 

Cicuta has alfo been much recommended in fwel- 
lings of this gland ; but although I have given it very 
full and complete trials, I am not lure that in any in- 
ftance it ever proved uieftil. The difeafe, in lbme, 
has appeared to yield while cicuta was employed, but 
this was only where a great length of time had elapf- 
ed, and not in a greater proportion of cafes than where 
this remedy was never ufed. But as it may be em- 
ployed under proper management without any rifle to 
the patient, where other remedies do not fuceeed, and 
where it is necefiary to be doing fomething, it may be 
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proper to give it a farther trial before any final opinion 
is formed of it. 

Haviag, in tumours of other parts, obferved obvious 
advantages from a decoction of the root of mezereon, 
I have, in various inftances, ufed it in fwellings of the 
proftate gland. In fome it has appeared to prove uie- 
ful, but never fo evidently as to enable me to fpeak 
with certainty about it. When conjoined with a far- 
laparilla*, itfeems, in other cafes, to be rendered ftill 
more active, and the mucilage contained in that root, 
by blunting the acrimony of the mezereon, renders it 
both more agreeable to the palate and more grateful 
to the ftomach. 

Among other remedies employed in fwellings of the 
proftate gland, fea bathing and drinking fea water has 
been one of the moft frequent. Where this difeafe is 
connected with a fcrophulous conftitution this reme- 
dy certainly proves ufeful. It will never remove the 
tumour fpeedily ; but, by ftrengthening the conftitu- 
tion, it feems, in fuch circumftances, to render the 
fwelling lefs permanent than it ufually proves to be 
where this remedy is not employed. It ought, how- 
ever, to be remarked, that all ftrong purgatives do 
much harm. This happens in every ftage of Gonor- 
rhea, but efpecially where the proftate gland or blad- 
der are affected. By the irritation which they ex- 
cite they not only induce a more copious difcharge, 
but render the inclination to void urine much more 
frequent and more painful. When fait water is ufed, 
therefore, it ought not to be in greater quantities than 
will anfwer as very gentle laxatives. 

Swelling of the proftate gland does not terminate 
as tumours in the other glands of the urethra frequent- 
ly do, in fuppuration. When Cowper's glands, or 
any of the fmaller glands of the urethra become ii; 
flamed, they either fuppurate or a cure is obtained by 
difcumon : but, in fimilar affections of the proftate 
this very feldom happens. When the tumour docs 

* Vide Appendix, No. 45. 
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not yield to timeous blood-letting, or when it does 
not afterwards gradually fubhde, it either remains 
nearly of the fame fizc and hardnefs, or becomes both 
larger and firmer till it ends in a real fchirrus, of con- 
liderable magnitude. 

In this ftate of the difeafe the difcharge is, for the 
mo ft part, thin and acrid ; together with matter from 
the contiguous parts of the urethra, which are ufually 
more or lefs difeafe d, a conliderable quantity is thrown 
out of the gland itielf, forming, as we will afterwards 
fee, one of the mod: obftinate varieties of gleet. 

Even in the commencement of this affection of the 
proftate, the paffage of urine, as we have already re- 
marked, is often much obftructed ; but, in the more 
advanced ftages of it, this, in fome cafes, comes to 
fuch a height as to be unfurmountable. Whether 
from the palTage being completely obliterated by the 
fides of the fwelled gland adhering together, which is 
alledged to happen, but which I never faw, or from 
the paffage being contracted by the fides of the gland 
fwelling unequally, it fomctimes happens that neither 
a bougie nor catheter can be introduced. In this cafe, 
as a total obftruction is formed to the paffage of urine, 
we are obliged to draw it off by puncturing the blad- 
der, which may either be done above the pubes, or by 
palfing the trocar into the bladder from the rectum, 
or pufhing it up by the fide of the diieafedg land*. It 
muit be remarked, however, in forming an opening 
with a trocar for drawing the urine off from the blad- 
der, that a vci y enlarged flate of this gland precludes 
every attempt for this purpofe either in the perineum 
or rectum. In which cafe it mult neceffarily be done 
above the pubes. 

In fuch circumftances, all that art can do, is to pre- 
ferve a paffage for the urine, by retaining a canula in 
the opening, and keeping the patient as free from pain 
as pofiible with dofes of opium adequate to thcdiftrcls 
in which he happens to be. 

* Vide S'-flem of Surgery, chapter xiii- 

L 
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SECT. VII. 

Of the Fourth Stage of Gonorrhoea. 

I T fometimes happens that the inflammatory 
fymptoms pafs eafily over the anterior part of the 
urethra, and fhew themfelves in more force and vio- 
lence higher in the pafTage. Thus, although the 
third ftage of the difeafe, in which, as we have feen, 
the proftate gland is chiefly aifected, is fometimes 
produced by the inflammation fpreading from thofe 
jjarts which are only concerned when the fecond ftage 
of it takes place, yet instances often occur of the in- 
flammation palling from the point of the urethra along 
the whole courfe of the pafTage, without any interme- 
diate part of it being much affected, and fixing in the 
"moft violent manner, upon the proftate gland or blad- 
der. In fome cafes the proftate is affected while the 
bladder itfelf remains found, while in others it partes 
eafily over that gland, and feizes with much violence 
upon every part of the bladder. 

In fome cafes the bladder becomes affected almoft on 
the firft attack of the difeafe. The inflammation 
Tpreads fo quickly along the urethra that the bladder 
is pained in the courfe of a few hours from the com- 
mencement of the difcharge. It more frequently 
occurs, however, after the running has been of fome 
duration, and, for the moft part, can be traced as the 
confequence of much expofure to cold and dampnefs ; 
of violent exertion in walking or on horfeback, or, 
as the effect of an injection thrown with too much 
violence into the upper part of the urethra. 

The patient, from the firft approach of the difeafe, 
complains of much uneafinefs, which at laft termi- 
nates in fevere pain over all the region of the bladder, 
particularly about the neck of it ; accompanied with 
a frequent and painful defire to make water, and of- 
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ten with tenefmus. In fome cafes the pain is chiefly 
feated about the anus, but, in general, all the under 
parts of the abdomen, particularly about the region 
of the pubes, are greatly pained, and in fome inftances, 
even the kidneys become affe£ted, either from nerv- 
ous fympathy, or from the inflammation fpreading 
from the bladder along the ureters. 

In general the pain, efpecialiy after voiding urines- 
extends to the glans penis, and as this, with the flop- 
page which occurs to the flow of urine, are fymp- 
toms which always accompany flone, cafes of this 
kind, when the hiflory of the difeafe has been con- 
cealed, has been miflaken for ftone in the bladder. 

If the running from the urethra has not been flop- 
ped by injections, it continues as if no affection of the 
bladder had occurred ; and in general any interrup- 
tion that takes place to the difcharge proves only 
temporary ; but along with the ufual running from 
the urethra, fuch as takes place in one or other of the 
dnferent ftages which we have defcribed, a confider- 
able quantity of matter paffes off with the urine. 
This gives the urine a turbid appearance, as if puru- 
lent matter was mixed with it, but on examining the 
depoiition, which is ufually made in the courfe of a 
few hours, it is found to conflfl almofl entirely of 
mucus. 

On a further continuance of the difeafe this matter 
contained in the urine affumes a very different ap- 
pearance. Inflead being broken and divided into 
flakes, as at firft, it now becomes tough and vifcid, 
in a very remarkable degree, refembling ifinglafs di-r 
luted with water to tire confidence of jelly. This 
geletaneous matter is fufpended in the urine when firfl 
voided, but it foon feparates, and falls to the bottom, 
where it adheres fo firmly to the fides of the veffel in 
which it is received, as to be feparated from it with 
difficulty. In fome cafes this fubflance is clear and 
tranfparent, but, for the mofl part, it is tinged of a 
yellow hue, and fomewhat opake. 

When any confiderable quantity of this matter has 
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palTcd ofF the patient is commonly relieved, and con- 
tinues eafy for a longer or fliontfer period, according 
to the degree of inflammation that takes place. 

In fume cafes the quantity of this vifcid matter is 
very inconliderable, being no more than what {light- 
ly covers the bottom of the pot, while in others it 
feems to form more than half of all that comes from 
the bladder. When in fuch conliderable quantities, 
it tends greatly to reduce the ftrength of the patient, 
infomuch that few conflitutions are able to bear it 
long. 

From the nature of the parts in which this difeafe 
is feated, we would expect that it mould be the mod 
formidable complaint that Gonorrhoea could induce ; 
but this is by no means the cafe : the difeafe defcribed 
in the laft fection, viz. fweliing of the proftate gland, 
proves always more fo. Few recover from the one, 
while cures are obtained by a great proportion of all 
who are feized with the other. At leait in healthy 
conflitutions this commonly happens, if the difeafe 
has not been much neglected at firit. In general, indeed, 
a conliderable time paifes over before a perfect cure is 
obtained; nay, fome degree of unealinefs, and certain 
deranged fenihtiens, will often continue for a number 
of years, but after the fir It violence of the fymptoms 
is over, they generally become, in a gradual manner 
milder, till at laft they vaniih entirely. 

On the firft approach of the difeafe blood-letting is 
the only remedy upon which molt dependence ought 
to be placed, and, when freely practifed, it feldom 
fails to render the fymptoms moderate, and of morter 
duration than they otherwife probably would be. • 

A quantity of blood fhould be taken with the lancet 
in proportion to the ftrength of the patient, a num- 
ber of leeches fhould be repeatedly applied to the 
neighbourhood of the anus. With rclpeCt to diet 
and other circumftanccs, the patient ought to he 
treated in the manner we have advifed in the laft fee- 
tion. His bowels mould be kept moderately open 
with caltor oil, or other gentle laxatives, ar;d opiates 



Seel. VII. of Gonorrhoea* "85 

fhould be exhibited in fuificient dofes for leffening, or 
even for removing the pain. When treating of l'wel- 
ljng of the proftate gland we advifed opiates to be 
given in the form of clyflers, rather than by the 
mouth, and this mode of exhibiting the remedy 
proves equally ufeful here. 

With a view more certainly to allay the irritabili- 
ty of the bladder, it has been propofed to inject opium 
diifolved in water into it : but this appears to be a 
dangerous experiment. I have known it done, but 
the patient was nearly killed by it. Convulfions and 
other alarming fymptoms occurred, but not in fuch 
degree as to prove fatal. 

Warm emollient injections, fuch as warm oil, or 
the form of injection in the Appendix, No. 23, fre- 
quently give relief from pain, and give a temporary 
. fufpenlion of that conflant delire to pafs water which 
:often prevails here ; and in fome cafes the femicupium 
proves fuccefsfui when thefc have failed. 

A plentiful life of mucilagcnous drink, fuch as in- 
fufion of iintfecd and althea root, and a folution of 
gum arabic in water, afford relief in ail affections cf 
the urinary pafTages, but in none more than in the 
one of which we arc now treating. 

All thefc remedies are meant to alleviate pain and 
irritation in the commencement of the difeafe, and 
when timeoufly applied, and duly perfifted in, they 
very commonly prove effectual , but in the more ad- 
vanced ftages of the difeafe, when the pain is not fo 
fevere, but when a good deal of uneafinefs continues, 
accompanied with a difcharge of that vifcid matter 
which we have defcribed , remedies of this kind do not 
afford fo much relief. Opiates will no doubt tend at 
all times to allay irritation, by blood-letting, which 
at firfb never fails to give relief, tends now only to 
weaken the patient, without being productive of any 
advantage. 

In this fituation Jefuit's bark fometimes proves ufe- 

• ful ; and I have leen inftances where a few grains of 

allum added to each dole, ieemed to render it more ef- 
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fectual. Balfam of copaiba, and Canada balfam, prove 
likewife ufeful here: but where much benefit is ex- 
pected from them they mould be given in as large 
dofes as the flomach of the patient will permit. 

Of all the remedies, however, which in fuch circum- 
ftances I have ever tried, uva urfi is the molt effectual. 
No advantage is derived from it where the proftate 
gland is difeafed ; but in unmixed affections of this kind, 
where the bladder only is affected, it feldom fails to 
procure relief. It may be given to the extent of a 
fcruple at firft, and afterwards half a drachm of the 
powder three times a day, in which quantity it fel- 
dom fails, in the courfe of a few days, to leifen the 
proportion of vifcid matter in the urine ; by which, 
and the abatement of pain which at the fame time 
takes place, we are always certain that the inflamma-. 
tion alfo is diminifhed. 

On the idea that this affection of the bladder pro- 
ceeds from a translation of the matter of Lues Vene- 
rea from the urethra, mercury is commonly ufed in 
it; but although I have often given it, I never knew 
any advantage derived from it ; it fometimes even 
does harm. It increafes the irritability of the fyfiem 
in general, as well as of the parts more particularly 
affected. 

When affections of this kind have continued long, 
the bladder is apt to become much thickened and lef- 
fened in diameter : hence, even after all the other 
fymptoms are gone, the frequent inclination to pals 
urine continues. In fome cafes this goes on for years : 
nay, I have known it endure for it great length of 
time, and only terminate with the life of the patient. 
It feems evidently to be the effect of inflammation, 
for it fucceeds to inflammation of the bladder, by 
whatever caufe it may be induced. It alfo occurs 
from ftrictures in the urethra, when they happen to 
be confiderable and of long duration, 

For the removal of this thickened itate of the 
coats of the bladder mercury is often prefcribed, and 
in fome cafe.? it has certainly proved ulcful; but it 
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feems to prove equally Co from whatever caufe the 
difeafe may at iirft have arifen*. 



SECT. VIII. 

Of Ckordee. 

CHORDEE is a painful, involuntary erection 
of the penis. Patients in every ftage of Gonorrhoea 
are, in fome degree, liable to Chordee ; but it occurs 
much more frequently, and to a much greater height 
in the iecond ftage of the difeafe, than in any of the 
others. It happens at all times of the day, but moft 
frequently when the patient is warm in bed, when 
it is in fome inftances fo fevere as to deprive him en- 
tirely of reft. During a fit of Chordee the penis be- 
comes hard and painful to the touch, and for the 
moft part it is curved downwards in a confiderable 
degree. 

Chordee occurs in every period of this ftage of 
Gonorrhoea, and it fometimes remains after the heat 
of urine and all the other fymptoms are gone, but 
it is ufually moft fevere during the continuance of 
the inflammation, and becomes more or lefs fo ac- 
cording as that fymptom is in a greater or leffer de- 
gree. 

I therefore conclude that Chordee is an effect of 
inflammation, and that it proceeds from irritation, 
communicated from the nerves of the urethra to 
thole of the contiguous mufcles, by which thofe 
unequal degrees of contradiction are produced over 
the whole fubftance of the penis, which univerfally 
take place in this difeafe. 

Were it owing to effuflons of lymph into the re- 

• This pra&ice of giving mercury in the thickened ftate of the urinary blad- 
der which fucceeds to inflammation, we find recommended by the late Doftor 
Ebenezer Gilchrift of Dumfries, to whom we are indebted for much valuable 
information ifl different parts of the pcaclice of medicine- 
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ticular parts of the penis, as fome have imagined to 
be frequently the cafe*, Chordee would be of a more 
permanent nature than we ever find it to be, and 
thefe efiufions would be apt to terminate in fup- 
puration. Now, althouh fuppuration is fometimes 
the confequence of inflammatory tumours in thefe 
parts, I have never obferved that it happens in thofe 
tumefactions which accompany Chordee. The latter 
commonly rife and difappear again in the courfe of 
a few hours, and they are more diifufed than tumours 
ufually arc which proceed to fuppuration. The 
others rife more {lowly, and they terminate, whe- 
ther by difperfion or fuppuration, in a much more 
gradual manner. 

Of all the remedies I have ever employed opiates 
prove moft ufeful in Chordee. The pain and tenfion 
are fometimes removed by rubbing the parts affected 
with laudanum, or with a ftrong folution of opium 
in water, and by keeping pledgits immerfed in either 
"of thefe, cenftantiy applied to them; but the great- 
• eft advantage is obtained from the internal exhibition 
of opium. Thirty or forty drops of laudanum, given 
at bed- time, or on the accciiion of the Chordee, 
very feldom fails in preventing or removing it. 

Emollient injections thrown up the urethra, par- 
ticularly when impregnated with opium, have alio a 
powerful influence in leflening the violence of Cher- 
dee ; and as the heat and irritation produced by 
coflivcnefs tends greatly to augment the violence of 
this fymtom, I have known much advantage obtain- 
ed from the operation of a gentle laxative. 

A temporary relief is often derived from the ap- 
plication of a cold folution of faccharum faturni and 
1 have known the external application of camphor 
prove ferviceable: when diffblvpd in fpirit of wine 
it proves ufei'nl, but it acts with more advantage 
when diflblved in oil; Frictions with mercurial oint- 
ment have been much recommended for the removal 
of Chordee, but as i have commonly found more ad- 

V. John Hunter oa the Venereal Diieafe 
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vantage from rubbing with camphorated oil, I con- 
clude that it is chiefly the emollient properties of the 
mercurial ointment which render it ufeful, and, 
therefore, that the inconveniencies which fometimes 
occur from mercury, may here be avoided. 

In fome cafes we derive advantage from tying the 
penis down with a fillet to the thigh, but it only an- 
fwers in very flight affe&ions, and the practice ought 
never to be advifed in the more fevere attacks of the 
difeafe. Being an obvious remedy for counteracting 
an erection, it is not unfrequently employed in the 
firft inflance by the patient ; but I have frequently 
known it do harm, either from the fillet being applied 
too tight, or from the parts being in fuch a flate of 
. tendernefs as to render it altogether inadmiffible. , 
When none of thefe remedies fucceed, blood-let- 
ing fometimes proves ufeful ; particularly by the ap- 
plication of leeches to the parts affected, nor ought 
. this ever to be omitted when the patient is of a ple- 
thoric habit, or when the pulfe is full. When Chor|js 
dee takes place in a flight degree only, blood-letting is 
never neceffary ; but whenever it is fevere, and refills 
the other remedies we have mentioned, we ought never 
to hefitate in advifing it. Blood-letting proves more 
effectual than any other remedy in preventing that 
permanent kind of Chordee, which fometimes con- 
tinues very diflrefsful long after every other fymptom 
of Gonorrhoea has difappeared. 

Opium is one of our moft effectual remedies in 
every ftage of this fymptom, but particularly where 
it has been of long continuance. In this flate of 
the difeafe I have fometimes found, where opium 
has failed, that hen-bane, the hyocyamus niger of 
Linnaeus, has proved ufeful. A grain of the extract, 
properly prepared, may be giyen three times a day 
at firft, and the dofe incrcafed to two, three or more 
grains, according to its effects. I have given to the 
extent of feven and eight grains three times a day, 
with no inconvenience whatever ; but this was after 
the patient had been for fome weeks accuflomed to 
the remedy. 

M 
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SECT, IX. 

Of Hemorrhages from the Urethra. 

IN the defcription of the difeafe, we have feen that 
the matter of Gonorrhoea is frequently tinged with 
blood. When the quantity of blood is inconiiderable 
little or no notice is taken of it, the matter gradually 
acquires the common appearance, and a cure is ac- 
complifhed in the ufual way ; but when a blood vefTel 
of any magnitude burfts in the urethra, as fometimes 
happens when the inflammation runs high, fuch 
quantities of blood are difcharged as prove highly 
alarming. I have known different inftances of three 
or four pounds of blood being difcharged in the fpace 
of a few hours. 

On the firfl appearance of this fymptom complete 
reft mould be immediately recommended, for nothing 
tends more to promote haemorrhages of every kind 
than bodily exertion. The patient's bowels ought 
to be opened with a gentle laxative; his diet fhould 
be of a cooling nature ; he ought to be kept in a cool, 
well-aired apartment, and the penis mould be im- 
merfed, from time to time, in a cold folution of 
cerufTa aceta^ in equal parts of vinegar and water. 

In Haemorrhages of every kind I have derived 
more advantage from a plentiful ufe of kino, and 
particularly in the fymptom which we are now con- 
iidering. It may be given in the quantity of twenty 
grains four times a day, and it may be ufed either by 
itfelf, or rubbed with equal parts of gum arabic and 
fine lugar, which renders it both-more palatable and 
more grateful to the ftomach. 

In feme cafes I have derived advantage from aftrin- 
gent inje&ion ; particularly from an infufion of red 
roi'e leaves, ftrongly impregnated with allum, as in 
No. zi y and from No. 14*, of which balfamum co- 
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paiba forms the bafis. The injeclions mould be thrown 
up with caution, and retained by compreffing the ure- 
thra as long as the patient can bear them. 

When all thefe means fail, and when there is caufc 
to fufpecl: that the patient's life may be endangered 
by the lofs of too much blood, recourfe mull be had 
to preffure. I have, in different inftances, put an 
immediate flop to the difcharge by inferting a bougie 
into the penis. "When the bougie is large nothing 
farther is necefTary ; but when it does not prove fuc- 
cefsful of itfelf, if the difcharge proceeds from the 
fore-part of the penis, it may be flopped at once by 
gentle preffure with a narrow roller, when it flows 
"from the perineum, by continued preffure witli the 
hand or fingers. 

With a view to obtain a long continued preffure, 
a catheter of elaflic gum may be ufed inflead of a bou- 
gie, by which the patient may, with due care and 
attention, void his urine while the preffure is conti- 
nued : but if the bladder is emptied immediately be- 
fore the bougie is introduced, it may, for the mofl 
part, be retained as long as is necefTary. 

Having in this and the preceding feclions confider- 
ed Gonorrhoea in the different forms under which it 
occurs in men, we (hall now offer a few obfervations 
upon the fame difeafe as it appears in females. 



SECT. X. 

Of Gonorrhoea in lVo?nen. 

WOMEN are lefs fufceptible of this difeafe than 
men ; and with them it is alio lefs violent in its fymp- 
toms, and lefs alarming in its confequences. 

Why men fhould be more readily infecled than wo- 
men is difficult to explain ; but that the difeafe fhould 
prove more violent in the former is evident. The 
parts which it attacks are more numerous, and more 
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deeply feated ; and we find that all the fymptoms of 
this difeafe are mild or fevere according as the parts 
affe&ed are deeply feated, or other wife. Hence, as 
long as the extremity of the urethra only is afrecled, 
the fymptoms of Gonorrhoea are equally violent in 
both fexes. During the continuance of the firft fhage 
of the difeafe in men, the pain is never more fevere 
than we often meet with it in women, nor does it 
ever become fo till the inflammation proceeds to a 
greater depth. 

In women the difcharge proceeds either from the 
vagina or urethra, and in ibme cafes, partly from 
both. When the vagina only is affefted the pain at- 
tending it is inconfiderablc, unlefs the matter is fo 
acrid as to inflame the clitoris, nymphs, or labia pu~ 
dendi, as we fometimcs find is the cafe ; but whene- 
ver the urethra is the feat of the difeafe, the fame 
degree of ardor urinse takes place as ufually occurs in 
men. Nay, in women this fymptom is often more 
fevere, and the inflammation by which it is produced 
proceeds more readily and more frequently in them 
to the bladder than it ufually does in men ; for, in 
molt inftanees of Gonorrhoea in women, they complain 
of fevere pain over the loins, and all the region of 
the bladder, and their urine very commonly depofits 
mucus in fuch quantities as indicates a conllderable 
aife&ion of that vifcus. 

This muft happen from the paifage to the bladder 
being confiderably fhorterin them than in men; and 
the urethra being wider and not fo liable to be ob- 
ftrudted, the fymptoms arifing from affeclions of this 
part are neither fo fevere, nor are they ufually of fuch 
long continuance. 

On examining the feat of Gonorrhoea in women, 
it is often difficult to determine whether the difeaie 
exifts or not, and if the patient is inclined to conceal 
any circumstances connected with her fituation, it is 
altogether impoifible to afcertain this point with pre- 
cifion. This uncertainty occurs from the fimilarity 
of Gonorrhoea to the matter of fluor albus a difeafe to 
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which women are fo very liable, that, in fome degree, 
fcarcely any but the mod robuft are at all times free 
of it. Behdes a hmilarity in the matter, the heat of 
urine, and inflammation of the contiguous parts, are 
often equally levere in, the fluor albus as they com- 
monly are in Gonorrhoea. 

The chief diftinftion which external appearances 
afford between the two difeafes, is, that in fluor albus 
the matter is of a whiter colour than in Gonorrhoea. 
In the latter it is fomewhat of a cream colour, where- 
as in fluor albus it is ufually of a pale white colour, 
and of a thinner confiftence. It mull, however, be 
acknowledged, that thefe means of diftin&ion are by 
no means fufiieient, and that no certainty upon this 
point can be obtained but by a full account being re- 
ceived from the patient herfelf of all the circumflan- 
ces connected with the cafe. When a woman is feized 
with heat of urine, and a difcharge of matter from 
the parts of generation, and at the fame time admits 
that thefe fymptoms fucceeded to her connection with 
a man labouring under Gonorrhoea, no doubt will re- 
main of the nature of the difeafe : but when a patient 
inclines to conceal the real caufe of her diforder, no 
means with which we are yet acquainted are fufficient 
to afcertain the difference between thefe two dif- 
eafes. 

It fortunately, however, happens, that the reme- 
dy which anfwers with moft certainty in the one, 
proves equally powerful in the other: the remedy 
I allude to is an aftringent injection. All the variety 
of injections enumerated in the foregoing fe&ions may 
be ufed with equal propriety here: but it is chiefly 
the vitriolic folution, No. 18, upon which much 
dependence fhould be placed. When duly perfevered 
in, and thrown up five or fix times a day, it feldom 
fails in women, to accomplifh a cure of Gonorrhoea, 
and it proves equally fuccefsful, as I have obferved 
above, in removing the fluor albus. 

Where indeed, the conftitution is much debilitated, 
and where the difcharge is kept up by general relaxa- 
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tion of the cbnftitution, although irije&ions may re- 
move the running, they will not prevent a return of 
it; but from much experience of their influence I 
can recommend them as one of the moft powerful 
remedies that has yet been ufed for this very diftrefs- 
fikl fymptom, to which a great proportion of the fex 
are liable. 

In females injections may be ufed with the greatefl 
freedom, when the difcharge proceeds from the va-r 
gina ; but in throwing injections up the urethra more 
circumfpe&ion is neceflary than is even required in 
men. The urethra in women being fhort, and the 
iphincter of the bladder more eafily forced, if injec- 
tions are thrown up with violence, they will readily 
pafs into the bladder; and as this might be produc- 
tive of much irritation and pain, it ought to be care- 
fully guarded againft. With proper attention this is 
eafily done ; and as the running proceeds, for the moff 
part, from within half an inch of the extremity of the 
urethra, there is no neceifity for throwing injections 
farther. 

Where the difeafe is entirely confined to the ure- 
thra or vagina a cure may always be accomplifhedby 
injections; particularly if thefe be accompanied with 
a proper attention to diet, and to the ftate of the bow^ 
els : but where the bladder is already affected, other 
remedies are required. The patient muft lofe blood 
in quantities proportioned to her ftrength; the diet 
ftiould be very low ; her bowels fhould be kept eafy 
with gentle laxatives; and the pain and irritation 
ihould be leffened or removed with dofes of opiates 
proportioned to the violence of thefe lymptoms. 

In women the mucous glands of the parts aftetted 
are apt to inflame, although not fo frequently as in 
men, nor are the confequences which refult from 
them fo apt to prove permanent. This may happen 
from none of thefe glands being fo large in women : 
hence, when they fwell from inflammation, they do 
not arrive at fuch a bulk, and when they fuppurate, 
the abfcefles which enfue more eaiily heal. They 
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are chiefly fituated in the labia pudendi, and in the 
vagina. 

Swellings of this kind in Women require the fame me- 
thod of treatmentas in men. Blood-letting, both gene-^ 
ral and local, mould be advifed on the firft appearance of 
the tumours, and the parts affected fhould be kept 
covered with a cold folution of faccharum faturni in 
water and vinegar. When this fails in preventing 
their increafe, warm emollient cataplafms ihould be 
advifed, in order to forward fuppuration ; and this 
taking place, the tumour mould be laid open with a 
free incifion from one end to the other. 

Where tumours of this kind arrive at a larger fize 
than ufual, I have, in different inflances, both in men 
and women, difcharged the matter by the introduc- 
tion of a feton. But as fetons are not eafily managed 
in this fituation, the mode of opening them by inci- 
fion fhould be preferred ; and it will commonly be 
found that it anfwers beft to lay the abfeefs opea 
through its whole length. 

In the treatment of Gonorrhoea in women there 
are fome who uniformly prefcribe mercury, although 
they never advife it in men. This they do from an 
idea of its being more frequently connected with Lues 
Venerea in women than in men. 

I have not found, however, that this is the cafe, 
or that there is caufe for mercury heing given for 
this difeafe in women more than in men. Gonorrhoea 
often takes place in women as it does in men along 
with Lues Venerea: in fuch circumftances mercury 
muft no doubt be employed ; but by no means on ac- 
count of the Gonorrhoea. So far as my obferyation 
goes, the difeafe is to be cured in both fexes in the 
fame manner, chiefly, as I have already remarked, 
by the ufe of aftringent injections. 

It happens, indeed, in women, as it does in men, 
that Gonorrhoea, particularly the milder forms of the 
difeafe, will difappear whether injections are ufed or 
not. This in former times, was attributed to the 
purgative, demulcent, and aftringent medicines, 
which m all cafes were ufed in lar -l^iem 
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but by later experience we know that none of thefc 
remedies are neceffary, and that the difeafe difap- 
pears as foon, and with as much certainty,^ where 
none of them are employed, merely by keeping the 
parts clean, with a proper attention to regimen. 

In fpeaking of cleanlinefs it is proper to remark, 
that both in men and women it ought at all times 
to be inculcated, particularly in women, where the 
matter of Gonorrhoea is very apt to become acrid, 
and excoriate the parts to which it is applied. 

Attention to this circumftance is often advifed, on 
the fuppofition of chancres being likely to occur 
from the matter of Gonorrhoea, where it is allowed 
to reft long upon any particular fpot. Whatever 
excites attention to cleanlinefs will here prove ufe- 
ful ; but no practitioner of obfervation will now ad- 
mit that the advantages arifing from it proceed from 
this caufe. Were this the cafe, excoriations produced 
in this manner would not heal without the life of 
mercury; whereas we all know, that affe&ions of 
this kind, proceeding from the matter of Gonorrhoea, 
never require mercury, and that they heal eaiily 
merely by bathing the parts frequently, and prevent- 
ing the matter from refting upon them in future. 



SECT. XI. 

Recapitulation. 

I have thus finiflied the obfervations I had to offer 
on Gonorrhoea as it appears both in the male and fe- 
male patient ; but it may not be improper in this 
place, by a fhort and general recapitulation, to bring 
the fubiecl: into one point of view. 

i . From the arguments dated in different parts of 
the preceding feftions it appears that Gonorrhoea is a 
local difeafe, proceeding from a fpecific contagion, 
and not neceffarily connected with any other. 
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2. That the difcharge of matter which takes place 
is not the effect of ulceration, but proceeds from 
an inflamed flate of the urethra and contiguous parts. 

3. That this inflammation, while confined to the 
membrane of the urethra, particularly to the parts 
near to the extremity of the penis, is never produc- 
tive of any alarming fymptom : a difcharge of mat- 
ter, accompanied with ardor urinae, and fome flight 
degree of Chordee, being almofl the only ones that 
take place. 

4. That the difeafe is always formidable in propor- 
tion to the depth of parts that are affected, the fymp- 
toms which occur being more or lefs violent, and 
productive of more or lefs hazard, according as the 
inflammation has reached to Cowper's glands, the" 
proftate gland, or to the bladder. 

5. That in the cure of Gonorrhoea no advantage is 
derived from mercury, or any remedy acting altoge- 
ther upon the conftitution. The difeafe being entire- 
ly local no medicine proves ufeful but fuch as act di- 
rectly upon the parts affected. 

6. That where the membrane of the urethra is 
alone affected, no remedy po A ves fo fuccefsful as aftrin- 
gent injections*. 

7. That thefe injections, in order to act with fafe- 
ty and advantage, muft be thrown up with much 
caution, and repeated from fix to eight or ten times 
a day, at the commencement of the difeafe ; lefs fre- 
quently as the difcharge lefTens, and at laft in a gra- 
dual manner, laid entirely afide. 

8. But although injections of this defcription may 
be ufed with fafety in all cafes of Gonorrhoea where 
the membrane of the urethra only is affected, that 
they are never employed but with much rifk of doing 
harm where the inflammation has reached to Cowper's 
glands, to the proftate gland, or to the bladder, 

9. That the greateft attention is therefore required 
in diftinguiming between the different ftages of Go- 
norrhea ; the want of this having, with fome prac- 

* Vide Numbers 18 and i0 i» the Appendix. 

N 
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titioners, brought the ufe of inje&ions into difcredit, 
when the fault did not lie in the remedy, but in the 
improper application of it. 

10. That in all ftates of the difeafe, where the in- 
flammation has gone farther than the membrane of the 
urethra, inftead of wiftiing to remove the difcharge, 
we fhould rather endeavour to folicit a greater flow 
of it; the running, in fuch circumftances, being only 
a fecondary object, when compared with the confe- 
quences which are apt to enfue from inflammation 
proceeding to a great height. For the more certain 
prevention of which, blood-letting, both general and 
local, are particularly ufeful on the firft approach of 
fuch fymptoms as indicate an affe&ion, either of the 
mucous glands of the urethra, the proftate gland, or 
bladder. 

11. That when, notwithstanding of blood-letting, 
a low regimen, and other parts of an antiphlogiftic 
courfe, tumours form in Cowper's glands, or in any 
other parts contiguous to the urethra, and when fup- 
puration occurs in them, the matter fhould be imme- 
diately difcharged by an incifion of a fufficient fize, 
and the fore treated in tffe ufual way. 

12. That in afFeftions of the proftate gland, which 
do not give way to blood-letting, opium alone is to be 
depended on for relieving the irritation and diftrefs 
which enfue from them ; the pain being often fo fe- 
vere that no other remedy proves in any degree ufe- 
ful. That opium, in thefe cafes, proves always moft 
effe&ual when applied direftly to the parts affe&ed, 
in the form of injeftion; and that extraft of hyocya- 
mus may be ufed when it is found that the coftivenefs, 
which ufually refults from opium, proves hurtful. 

13. That when the bladder is affefted, opium or 
hyocyanms are in like manner to be ufed to relieve 
pain. That uva urn is the moft effeclual remedy for 
obviating the difcharge of vifcid mucus, the ufual 
conlequence of inflammation of the bladder, and that 
the thickening of the coats of the bladder,, which in- 
flammation, from whatever caufe it arifes, is apt to 
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induce, has in fome cafes been removed by a gentle 
courfe of mercury. 

14. And laftly, it appears, that the leading fymp- 
toms of Gonorrhoea are fo much alike in both fexes, 
that the general method of treatment is fimilar in 
both : only that in women, from the fituation and 
organization of the parts affefted admitting of it, in- 
jections may at all periods of the difeafe be ufed with 
more freedom than in men ; an inflamed ftate of the 
bladder being,in womne,almofl the only circumftance 
that can take place in Gonorrhoea to render injections 
improper. 



CHAP. III. 

Of the Confequences of Gonorrhoea Virulenta, 

SECT. I. 

General Remarks on the Confeqaences of Gonorrhoea 

Virulent a, 

ALTHOUGH the treatment pointed out in the 
preceding fections for the cure of Gonorrhoea 
will in general prove fuccefsful, yet every candid 
practitioner will admit that it is »ot always fo, and 
that inftances occur of different fymptoms proving 
obftinate, notwithstanding a careful and attentive ap- 
plication of every remedy with which we are ac- 
quainted. 

The caufes of this failure I have already endea- 
voured to explain. In this part of the work I mean 
to fpeak of the confequences of Gonorrhoea, fome of 
which are, in moft inftances, the effect of mifma- 
nagement, while others enfue after the greateft care 



ioo Gonorrhoea Vir^lenta. Chap. HI; 

and attention in the conduct of the cure. They are 
all, however, of a local nature, and not neceilarily 
connected with any general difeafe of the conftitution. 
The following is the order in. which I mean to treat 
of them : 

Gleet; feminal weakness and impotency ftrictures 
in the urethra ; abfceffes and fifluls in perineo; de- 
ranged fenfations in the bladder and urethra ; fwelling 
of the tefticle; fwelling of the epidydimis and fper- 
matic chord ; fwellings of the lymphatic veffels of the 
penis ; fwelling of the glands in the groin ; excoria- 
tions of the glans and prepuce ; phymoiis ; paraphy- 
mofis; warts on the glans, prepuce, and labia pudendi. 
And, laflly, I mall add a few obferVations on what 
maybe termed Gonorrhoea Simplex, in which a dis- 
charge occurs from the urethra, without any infec- 
tious matter being applied to it. 



SECT. II. 

Of Gleets, 

WHEN the difcharge in Gonorrhoea continues ob- 
ftinate, after the fymptoms of inflammation are re- 
moved, the difeafe is then termed a gleet. 

From this definition we might be led to imagine 
that the import of the term Gleet would be cfearlv 
and generally underftood, and that no riik could oc- 
cur of its being mifapplied. This, however, is not 
the cafe; for the fymptoms which one practitioner 
confidersas Gleet, are by others faid to be Gonorrhsea. 
Some afiert that Gleet does not take place till the 
difcharge becomes coiourlefs, and refembles mucus; 
while others are of opinion- that Gonorrhoea changes 
into Gleet before this change of colour is perceptible. 

All agree in this, that Gleet does not take place fo 
long as the difcharge is capable of communicating in- 
fection ; but no precife marks have, yet been difco- 
vered by which we can judge of this circumftance 
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with certainty. When the difcharge becomes trans- 
parent and vifcid, like mucus, I believe that no in- 
fection will ever enfue from it; but I alfo fuppofe 
that it is often equally barmlefs long before this change 
has appeared in it. By the ufe of aftringent injecti- 
ons demulcents, and cooling purgatives ; and, infome 
cafes, by the lapfe of time alone, the running in Go- 
norrhoea will lofe its colour, acquire a mucous ap- 
pearance, and even abate in quantity, and yet it will 
again become yellow, and appear in larger quantities 
than at firft. In fuch circumftances the difcharge 
may be confidered as altogether deprived of the pow- 
er of communicating infection; at leaft no inftance of 
the contrary has ever occured to me, and I have rea- 
Ion to think, that, in every inftance it will be found 
to prove inoffenfive where the inflammation by which 
it was at firft induced has been once completely re- 
moved, whatever the method of cure may have been 
by which this was accomplifhed : while, on the con- 
trary, I am convinced, from a variety of facts which 
might here be enumerated, that fo long as the pri- 
mary inflammation of Gonorrhoea continues, however 
long this may be, the matter produced by it is equally 
capable as at firft of communicating infection. Ad- 
mitting, therefore, that the running fliouid not be 
denominated Gleet, fo long as it is in any degree infec- 
tious, it is evident that this term ought not to be 
applied to it, till it has become clear and tranfparent, 
or till the inflammation by which it was at firft in- 
duced is removed, and of which we can only be certain 
by the ceafing of the pain which accompanied the 
inflammatory ftate of the difeafe. The difcharge in 
Gonorrhoea frequently difappears altogether, and the 
patient confiders himfelf, for the fpace of feveral 
days, nay, in fome inftances, for weeks, as completely 
cured; when, either by violent exertion on horfe- 
back or on foot, by excefs in drinking, or too early 
connection with women, the running will again take 
place, with every mark of a new infection. When 
the patient, however, is confcious of not having ex- 
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pofed himfelf to the riik of being infected, he may 
always confider this renovated difcharge as of a harm- 
lefs nature, provided the inflammation and pain by 
which it was at firfl excited had previoufly difap- 
peared. Among other proofs of this, I might men- 
tion various instances of married men, who, from 
Gonorrhoea contracted in youth, have frequently, 
during life, from one, or other of the caufes I have 
mentioned, experienced frequent returns of this dis- 
charge, who, in this iituation, have had frequent 
connexion with their wives, without communicating 
the difeafe. In fome of thefe the difcharge will be 
abfent forfeveral weeks, nay, for months together; 
while in others it has not difappeared for more than 
two or three days at once, during the fpace of twenty 
years. 

In all of them, upon its firfl recurrence, it has ex- 
actly the appearance of a new infection ; but the 
event foon fhews it to be materially different. If af- 
tringent injections are employed, they, for the moft 
part, put an immediate flop to the running; and, 
when left toitfelf, the matter becomes more quickly 
colourlefs than it ever does in a recent cafe of Go- 
norrhoea. 

In one inftance, a gentleman applied to me in a Hate 
of the greateft diftrefs, the day after his marriage. 
He came upwards of twenty miles from the country, 
with every appearance of a recent clap ; which, he 
afTuredme, had broke out that very morning, although 
no appearance of an infection, under which he former- 
ly laboured, had been perceived for upwards of three 
months, nor had he, during that period, been expofed 
to the riik of getting a new one. This, in the flate 
of temporary frenzy, under which I found him, led 
to the diflrefsful idea of his having been infected dur- 
ing the preceding night, by his newly married wife. 
I allured him that this was impoflible ; for that, inde- 
pendent of the furety which he derived from the un- 
blemished character of his wife, no infection could 
have appeared with fuch violence in fuch a fhort fpace 
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of time; and on hearing that he formerly laboured 
under Gleet, I alfo ventured to fay, that the difcharge 
would probably difappear almoft as fuddenly as its 
approach had been rapid. My prediction proved true. 
I immediately threw up a vitriolic injection, and 
caufed him to repeat it three or four times in the 
courfe of a few hours. By five or fix o'clock in the 
afternoon nothing but a flight oozing from the urethra 
was perceptible ; I furnifhed him with more of the 
injection, and he went home perfectly fatisfied in the 
evening. 

This happened feveral years ago, and the fame ap- 
pearances have uniformly recurred fince that period, 
upon every connection with his wife, but no infection 
has ever been communicated to her. For a confider- 
able time he always had recourfe to the injection on 
the running taking place, but at laft, being perfectly 
convinced of its being perfectly harmlefs, he allowed 
it to go on ; fo that for thefe lafl three or four years, 
he has feldom been many days together free of it. 

But although patients, from being long accuftomed 
to this difcharge, come to find that it does not com- 
municate infection, ftili they can never look upon it 
with indifference ; they all find it troublefome and 
diftrefsful, and are therefore, at times, anxious to get 
free of it. When, at the fame time we confider, that 
a long continued Gleet is apt to lay the foundation 
of fome very obftinate and perplexing affections of the 
urethra, it will at once appear, that in every inftance, 
this fymptom merits our ferious attention. 

Gleet feems evidently to arife from different caufes, 
requiring different modes of treatment : it will there- 
fore be proper to confider them feparately. 

i. The mofc frequent variety of Gleet fucceeds to 
the firft ftage of Gonorrhoea, in which we do not fup- 
pofe that the original inflammation proceeded farther 
than the urethra itfelf, or the fmall mucous glands 
immediately emptying into it. 

"When the cure of this variety of Gonorrhoea is in- 
terrupted, either by improper treatment, or by neg- 
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ligence on the part of the patient, and when the dif- 
charge is thereby allowed to go on for any nnufual 
length of time, Gleet is thus frequently produced. 
Aftringent injections will, for the moft part indeed, 
put a flop to the running, but the flightefl excels ve- 
ry commonly excites a return of it. 

This variety of the difeafe we conclude to proceed 
from relaxation and debility in the parts firft affect- 
ed, and that the obftinacy with which it often con- 
tinues depends upon a farther degree of weaknefs, 
induced in thele parts by the longer continuance of 
the running; by which it would appear to have a 
power, if not counteracted, of continuing or propa- 
gating itfelf. 

By fome, this idea of Gleet proceeding in any in- 
fiance from weaknefs, is ridiculed ; and as the fuggef- 
tion comes from very refpectable authority I think it 
right to take notice of it *. 

Mr. Hunter^bferves, that by mechanical weaknefs 
is underftood the not being able to perform fome acti- 
on, or fuftain fome force; by animal weaknefs the 
fame; but he cannot underftand the expremon when 
applied to an animal performing an ancommon, or ah 
additional action, as feems from the quantity of mat- 
ter difcharged, to happen in Gleet. 

This opinion appears to be founded npon the idea of 
an increafed difcharge being always the confequence 
of an increafed actions in vefTels of the part from 
whence it proceeds; and it orginates from his not 
uiicrimmating between general debility and local re- 
laxation, or lofs of tone in a particular part. 

Although an increafed difcharge in the vefTels of 
any part would feem to imply an increafed action in 
thefe vefTels, yet the reverfe of this will, I believe, 
in moil inftances, be found to happen; and that affec- 
tions of this nature proceed chiefly, if not entirely, 
from local debility. Lofs of tone in the exhalents 
will necefTarially produce a more copious difcharge 
of their contents than will probably happen while 

• Vide Treafcfe on the V«o»re*l Difeafe by John Hunter, p. 100. 
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their power of retention remains entire. Where thefe 
vefTels unconnected with the reft of the fyftem this 
would not tak^ place ; but connected as they are with 
the arterial fyftem, while the vis a tergo remains the 
fame, any partial debility to which they may be li- 
able, mull, perhaps univerfally, be attended with a 
preternatural effufion of their contents. 

There is much reafon to fuppofe, from the phe- 
nomena which occur in inflammation, that an increaf- 
ed action takes place in the vefTels of the part affedted : 
but during the exiftence of this increafe of tone, we 
commonly find that in Gonorrhoea, the difcharge is 
not fo confiderable as it afterwards becomes when the 
fymptoms of inflammation abate. Nay, it is univer- 
fally known that the running is apt to ftop entirely 
when the parts affected inflame to a greater degree 
than ufual, and that nothing fo readily folicits a re- 
turn of it as the removal of this inflammation, by the 
ufe of emollient injections. 

This is an argument of fome importance in favour 
of our opinion, and it is farther confirmed by the na- 
ture of all the remedies which we employ in 
Gleet, which are either of an aftringent, ftrength- 
ening kind, or confift of ftimulating injections, and 
other applications of a fimilar nature, which feem to 
act by exciting an increafed exertion in the vefTels of 
the affected parts, by which they are enabled to re- 
fift the action of the arterial fyftem from behind. 

I therefore confider it as clear and decided that this 
variety of Gleet proceed? from relaxation and debi- 
lity of the exhalents of the urethra, and, perhaps, of 
the excretory ducts of the fmaller mucous glands of 
that palTage. 

This opinion of Gleet being connected with debi- 
lity, may indeed be carried too far, as happens, I be- 
lieve, daily in common practice. Where Gleet has 
run on for any length of time, many think that it has 
cither at firft proceeded in a great meafure from ge- 
neral weaknefs of theconftitution, or that it has tend- 
ed to excite fuch a general degree of debility as will 

O 
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efFectnally obftruct every attempt towards a cure, till 
this ftate of the fyftem be removed. 

Hence the patients are with much' care and anxie- 
ty enjoined the ufe of bark, fteel, and other tonics, 
with a view to remove the general debility ; while 
lefs attention is ufually given to the real caufe of the 
difeafe, the local relaxation of the parts originally af- 
fected. 

That general weaknefs often takes place in Gleet, 
and that it may even be induced by a long continu- 
ance of the difcharge, will not be denied ; but I have 
much reafon to think, that in practice, this i-dea h 
often carried farther than it ought to be. This muft 
neceffarily be the cafe whenever it makes us lofe light, 
as I have obferved above, of the real origin- of the dif- 
eafe ; but there is alfo caufe to imagine, that in giving 
additional vigour to the fyftem at large, we tend to 
increafe the difcharge by the urethra, unlefs the tone 
of the parts which have been more particularly 
weakened be at the fame time reftored., The reafon 
of this has been explained above, and I have often had 
evident proofs of the hurtful tendency of the practice; 
by which, while the patient, from the effects of lea- 
bathing, a full diet, and the ufe of tonics, was daily 
getting more full in flelh than he was before, the dif- 
eafe has evidently been gaining ground, from no par- 
ticular attention being given to the ftate of the parts 
from whence the running proceeds. 

Jn a ftate of univerfal debility, whether induced by 
a long continuance of the difcharge, or any other 
caufe, the greateft attention ought certainly to be gi- 
ven to it ; but what 1 wifh to inculcate is, that in 
common practice we rather do harm by conlidering 
. this general relaxation of the fyftem as the firft object 
of attention, when, in fact, it often either does not 
take pLicekat all, or only in fuch a degree as to ren- 
der it a matter of very trifling importance, when com- 
pared with the difeafe in the urethra. 

In a great proportion of cafes of this variety of 
Gleet, our attention fhould be almoft entirely direct- 
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ed to this affection of the urethra ; and by experience 
we find that fuch remedies are chiefly to be depended 
on as act directly upon the feat of the difeafe. 

A vari-ty of medicines have been employed for this 
purpoic, but they may all be comprehended under the 
two general heads of aftringents and ftimulants ; for 
all that have yet been found ufeful in Gleet feem ei- 
ther to a^l by their aflringertt properties or by their 
power of ftimulating the parts to which they are ap- 
plied. 

When aftringent injections have not been already 
employed, they ought, in the firft place, to get a 
full trial ; for although they do not always prove fuc- 
ceisrul, yet they frequently do fo, and we feldom or 
never find that any rifk eniues from them, as fome- 
times do from ftimulating injections. 

Any of the aftringent folutions for which prefcrip- 
tions are given in the Appendix, may be employed, 
hut the vitriolic folution, No. 18, is one of the fafeft, 
and very commonly proves the moft effectual. In the 
ufe of all injections of the aflringent kind it is necefTa- 
ry to throw them frequently up, not lefs than fix or 
eight times a day. This was particularly inculcated 
in the ufe of injections in Gonorrhoea, and it proves 
equally proper in this variety of Gleet. 

But where aflringent injections have already been 
employed for the cure of the preceding Gonorrhoea, 
and where there is no doubt of a complete trial hav- 
ing been given them, in fuch circumflances, as there 
would be no caufe to expect advantage from a farther 
ufe of them, they ought to be" laid afide. 

In that flate of the difeafe where a plentiful dif- 
charge takes place, with little or no pain, and where 
aftringents have been employed with no advantage, 
ftimulating applications become particularly proper. 

The ftimulants we employ are of two kinds ; acrid 
folutions and mixtures in the form of injections, and 
bougies. Which ever of them are ufed muft be of 
fuch a nature as toftimulate the parts gently to which 
they are applied, but not foftrong as to excite inflam- 
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mation in any confidcrable degree. They prove moft 
fuccefsful where they give only a moderate degree of 
pain and heat in the urethra ; fuch as is felt in the 
commencement of the firft ftage of Gonorrhoea. In- 
flances, indeed, often occur of a newly contracted clap 
carrying off a Gleet that has been of long duration; 
and as this is always productive of fome degree of in- 
flammation, we conclude that the remedies employed 
in Gleet muft aft in a limilar manner, viz. by gently 
flimulating and exciting the parts to inflame in fuch 
a degree as experience fhews to prove ufeful. To ex- 
cite violent pain would at all times be improper, as 
the inflammation which this would produce might go 
farther than we would incline it to do. Much harm, 
indeed, has been done by want of attention to this cir- 
cumftance. A fwelled tefticle is not an uncommon 
effect of it ; and I have known the inflammation car- 
ried to the proftate gland and bladder. 

This, however, may always be prevented ; nor can 
it ever occur but from great inattention. Wherever 
injections are ufed, they mould at firft be fo weak as 
to excite only a very flight degree of uneafinefs. 

In the formulae annexed to this they are of fuch a 
itrength as to act in this manner in a great proportion 
of people, although, in fome inftances, I have found 
them rather weaker than neccflary. An addition of 
flrength, however, is fo eafily given, that at firft they 
ought never to beftronger. 

One of the beft injections for ordinary ufe is a weak 
folution of corrofif erfubiimate in water*. That is, 
in the proportion of an eighth part of a grain of the 
mercury to an ounce of water, which is as ftrong as 
it ought ever to be ufed at firft ; although I have met 
with fome, who, in a gradual manner, have been 
brought to bear half a grain to an ounce. I know that 
ibme have advifed it of a ftill greater ftrength, even 
to the extent of a grain of mercury to the ounce cf 
water ; but although I am in the daily practice of ufing 
this remedy, 1 never found any perfon who could bear 

* Vide Appendix, No. ^4. 
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it of this ftrength. I therefore fufpeit that thofe.who 
advifed it have never known it ufed. 

I have taken the more particular notice~of tliis, 
from feveral inftances having fallen within my own 
obfervation, of very pernicious confequences enfu- 
ing from the ufe of injections containing too great a 
proportion of mercury, while no inconveniency arifes 
from them when not ftronger than thofe I have point- 
ed out. 

In fome cafes, where a folution of corrofive fub- 
limate by itfelf has failed, I have known the addition 
of faccharum faturni prove ufeful**; and in fome very 
irritable patients, in whom even the fmalleil quanti- 
ty of the mercury excited too much pain, an addition 
of mucilage has enabled them to bear it. Of this a 
formula is given in the Appendixt. 

A folution of crude fal ammoniac proves^ fbmetimes 
effe&ual in this ftate of Gleet. The volatile alkali, 
fuch as fpiritus corn, cervi, and fpiritus falis ammoni- 
aci, properly diluted, make likewife ufeful injections 
for this purpofe, as in formula No. 28 and 29 : and 
verdigrife, difTolved either in oil, or in fpirit of fai- 
ammoniac, afford alfo a very effectual form of injecti- 
on for the fame purpofe : formula; of thefe laft are gi- 
ven in Nos. 30 and 31.; and in fome inftances tincture 
of cantharides, properly diluted, as in No. 32, has 
been found to anfwer. 

Befides the circumftance of afcertaining the pro- 
per ftrength of thefe injections, a good deal of addrefs 
is required in the application of them. They rauft 
not be employed either fo long or fo frequently as is 
required for aftringent injections ; with thefe no harm 
can occur, however frequently they may be applied ; 
but injections of a ftimulating nature fhould not be 
continued longer than is juft ncccfTary for exciting 
fome degree of pain and inflammation in the affected 
parts- 

This being accomplifhed, a few days fhould elapfe 
before any other remedy is employed ; for it fome- 

* Vide Appendix, No. 2$. t Appendix, No. ;6. $ No. 27- 
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times happens that the running will flop after thefe 
ftimulating injections are laid afide, although, during 
the ufe^f them, it appeared to be increafed. But 
when, after an interval of three or four days, this 
does not appear likely to happen, injections of an af- 
tringent kind mould be immediately employed, as we 
have already advifedin the tirft flage of Gonorrhoea. 

Even thefe will not always fucceed; for it fome- 
times happens that the running, although it may 
diiappear for a few days, will yet return again and 
again, with equal violence as at find. 

In fuch circumftances, the ftimulating injections 
muft be again renewed, and the inflammation ought 
now to be excited in a degree fomewhat greater than 
before; fori have commonly found#that this may be 
done with more fafety in the fubfequent applications 
of this remedy ; and in the more advanced ftages of 
Gleet the higher the degree of inflammation that can 
with fafety be excited, the greater certainty there 
is of its proving effectual. 

When injections do not accomplish a cure, we en- 
deavour to effect our purpofe by the ufe of bougies. 
By irritating the urethra, bougies anfwer the lame 
purpofe with ftimulating injections ; and, in fome 
inflances, they have appeared to prove more effectu- 
al, perhaps from the fupport which they afford to 
the parts which have been deprived of their tone. 
This, however, does not happen with any kind of 
certainty, infomuch that I always give the prefer- 
ence to injections in the firft inftance, as being lefs 
formidable in the application to all fuch patients as 
have not been accuftomed to the ufe of bougies. 

Bougies compofed of the moft h'mple materials 
commonly anfwer all that we expect from this kind 
of remedy; but when thefe fail in exciting a fuffici- 
ent degree of inflammation, they are eafily rendered 
more active by dipping them in oil of turpentine in 
a thin liniment of wax and oil with a fmail proporti- 
on of red precipitate, or in common bafilicon reduced 
with oil of turpentine, to the confidence of a lini- 
ment. 'A 
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I have no reafon to think that mercurials act in the 
cure of Gleet in any refpect as fpecifics ; ■fcut the 
ftimulus which mercurial ointment gives to the ure- 
thra, when applied upon bougies, proves often as 
effectual as that from any medicine which we employ. 
It is proper, however, to obferve, that the ointment 
for this purpofe ought to be flrongly impregnated 
with mercury: there mould not be leis than equai 
parts of quickiilver and„hog's-lard ; and I have fome- 
times thought that mercury, extinguished by tritu- 
rating with honey, acts more certainly as a flimulant 
than it ufually does in the form of an ointment. 

If the constitution has been much debilitated, we 
ought, while the application of remedies to the dif- 
eafed parts is going on, to advife a nourishing, invi- 
gorating diet. The patient fhould be allowed ani- 
mal food, and a moderate portion of red wine daily; 
and in fuch circumstances bark may with propriety 
be exhibited as a tonic : but for the reafons I have 
given above, I have much caufe to think that the 
general practice of giving bark, Steel, and other to- 
nics, in every cale of this kind, is by no means well 
founded, and in many instances that it does harm. 

Some of the Stimulating aStringent balfams, given 
internally, frequently prove ufeful here ; probably 
from their tendency to Stimulate in a more particular 
manner the organs of urine than any other part of the 
body. Balfamum capaiba is chiefly ufed for this pur- 
pofe, but Canada balfam, and all the turpentines, 
may be employed with perhaps equal advantage. 
Fifteen or twenty drops of any of thefe may be given, 
three or four times a day. 

A cautious ufe of cantharides has alfo proved fer- 
viceable in this variety of Gleet. Ten drops of the 
tincture may be given two or three times a day. 

But although fome advantage may be derived from 
all of thefe remedies, when employed along with lo- 
cal ftimulants, as we have advifed 'above, yet no de- 
pendance is to be placed upon them when they are 
not conjoined with thefe. This, itmaybefaid, ren- 
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ders the advantages to be expected from them doubt- 
ful and .equivocal ; but in different cafes I think I have 
perceived greater advantages from a combination of 
thefe two lets of remedies, than ufually occurs from 
a feparate ufe of either of them. 

Gold bathing is a remedy commonly advifed in 
Gleets, and where the conftitution is fo much debi- 
litated as to require attention, it will very generally 
anfwer a good purpofe ; otherwife no advantage can 
probably accrue from it, if it be not from the local 
application of cold to the parts chiefly affected. In 
this view, the daily effufion of cold water upon the 
penis, and the bathing of the perineum, proves fome- 
times ufeful. 

2. The next moft frequent variety of Gleet fuc- 
ceeds to the fecond ftage of Gonorrhoea. After all 
the fymptoms excited by the actual prefence of in- 
flammation have fubiided, this variety of the difeafe 
is very apt to terminate in Gleet. 

In the third fection of the laft chapter I endeavour- 
ed to fhew, that in this ftage of Gonorrhoea, Cowper's 
glands are chiefly affefted, and that they afford a 
great proportion of all the matter that is difcharged. 
Any inflammation which occurs along with this in 
the membrane of the urethra, is, for the moft part, 
eafily removed, fo that the Gleet, which often fuc- 
ceeds, proceeds either altogether, or nearly fo, from 
the cavities of thefe glands. 

Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is, for the mod 
part, eaiily djftinguiihed from that which we have 
defcribed as the firit or mofl frequent variety of the 
difeafe. In this laft the matter ufually proceeds from 
within an inch, or little more, of the glans, or when 
parts farther back are affetted, the difcharge is forced 
off from them by very gentle preffure upon the pe- 
rineum : but, in the other, the matter is, in every 
inftance, found to proceed from the upper part of 
the urethra; a greater degree of preflure upon the 
perineum is necelTary to force it out ; and fome de- 
gree of fulncis, accompanied with irritation, and 
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even pain, is experienced on the perineum being pref- 
fed upon for this purpofe. 

We are alfo aflifted in the diagnofis by the hiftory 
of the preceding Gonorrhoea ; for it will be uniform- 
ly found that the firft variety of Gleet has fucceeded 
to the firft ftage of Gonorrhoea, and that the fecond 
ftage of Gonorrhoea has given rife to that which we 
are now conlidering. 

. In the treatment of GUeet it is of importance to 
have this difference afllrtained, for the remedies 
which commonly accomplifti a cure in the one, are 
ufed in the other eitherwithout any advantage what- 
ever, or even with evident proofs of doing harm. 
Thus, although in the firft variety of Gleet, we de- 
pend fomuch upon ftimulating injections, that a cure 
in moft inftances cannot be accompliflied without 
them ; in the other, where the larger glands of the 
urethra are afFected, they very commonly render 
every fymptom worfe than it was before. They at 
leaft do fo where the injection is of fuch a ftrength as 
to excite pain and inflammation ; and if weaker than 
this, it may be ufed for an indefinite length of time, 
without any effect refulting from it. The glands 
opening into the urethra being here the feat of the 
difeafe, aftringent injections, applied as we have elfe- 
where obferved, to their excretory ducts, may pro- 
duce a temporary ftoppage of the difcharge ; but, as 
they do not reach the cavities of the glands, no per- 
manent advantage can be expected from them. While, 
again, when an injection is ufed of fuch a ftrength as 
to excite inflammation upon the ends of thefe ducts, 
it is very apt to produce fwellings in the glands them- 
felves, which at laft commonly terminate in fuppu- 
ration, to the great diftrefs and difappointment both 
of the patient and practitioner* 

Whenever it is therefore difcovered with certain- 
ty, that this variety of Gleet exifts, injections fhould 
be no longer employed ; or when, for the fatisfaction 
of the patient, a farther trial of this remedy becomes 
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neceffary, fuch preparations only fhould be ufed as 
are moderately aftringent. 

In fuch circumstances boup-ies, and blifters to the 
perineum, itare. the molf. effectual remedies I have 
ever employed. The bougies mould be of the mildefl 
kind, fuch as ftimulate the parts gently, without ex- 
citing inflammation. By this, and by the fupport 
which their fize and form afford to the weakened 
parts, they often prove highly*ferviceable • and even 
when they do prove more^powerfully ftimulating 
than we may have wifhed or expected, they do not 
lb readily do harm as injections ; for the inflammation 
witli which this may be attended is always accom- 
panied with an inftantaneous difcharge of matter, by 
wjiich the inconvenience that otherwife might re- 
fult from them is very effectually prevented. 

Bougies ought, for every purpofe, to be as large as 
the capacity of the urethra will admit; but their be- 
ing of a full fize is more particularly neceifary in this 
variety of Gleet than for any other malady; for it is 
chiefly by their fize that they prove ufeful here. 

Iii moft inftances of this kind it appears, in the 
courfe of a few days, whether bougies are to be of 
iervice or not ; but no permanent advantage is ever 
to b- expected from them if they are not continued 
for a confiderable time. When the difeafe has been 
of long duration, the bougies ought to be applied for 
the fpace often or twelve weeks, and not even defift- 
ed from then if the cure be not compleated. It is 
proper, however, to obferve, that after bougie .; 
have been ufed for fuch a length of time as ought to 
accomplifh a cure, they fhould from time to time be 
laid afide, that the effects produced by them may be 
difcdVered ; for while they are daily introduced we 
can never know with certainty whether any dif- 
charge which takes place is the effeft of the difeafe, 
or of the irritation which they excite ; as bougies 
can never be applied for any length of time together, 
not even to a found urethra, without being found 
covered with matter, or with mucus in the form of 
^matter, on their being withdrawn. 
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When bougies fail, a blifter applied over the whole 
perineum fometimes proves ferviceable. Whether 
it is by the ftimulus which they give to the parts af- 
fected, or by the difcharge which they excite, is 
uncertain ; for in fome an evident advantge enf lies 
upon the firffc or fecond day from their application, 
and before any quantity of difcharge can have occur- 
red, while in others no effect, is obferved to refult 
from them till the fecond, third, or perhaps, fourth 
blifter has been applied; In a few inftances, fome 
advantage has appeared to be derived from a fmal I 
portion of the bliftered part being kept open with e- 
pifpaftic ointment, which, in two cafes of much ob- 
ftinacy, led me to advife the introduction of a fmall 
feton on one fide of the perineum ; but although this 
feemed likewife to leffen the difcharge, the advan- 
tage derived from it was neither fo great nor fb ob- 
vious as to compenfate the very difagreeable nature 
of the remedy. 

In very obftinate cafes of this variety of Gleet, 
the patient will frequently be found to be .of a fcro- 
phulous conftitution. If the difeafe has not already 
appeared in a more evident manner in other parts of 
the body, it will at leaft often happen that the glands 
of the neck, and other fufpicious parts, will appear 
to be tumefied, and that the complexion of the pati- 
ent, which is commonly delicate, gives much caufe 
to conclude that the fyftem is not free of it. 

In fuch cirpumftances, all the remedies ufually em- 
ployed in fcrophula will from time to time, be advif- 
ed. Bark and hemlock have fometimes proved ufeful 
here ; but no remedy that has yet been employed in 
fcrophula is in any degree equal to fea-bathing. 

In enumerating the different varieties of Gleet, I 
have proceeded in the order in which they moll fre- 
quently appear. The next of which I mall take no- 
tice proceeds from ftriftures in the urethra. 

In an enfuing fection I fliall find it neceffary to en- 
ter more minutely upon the conflderation of venereal 
ftrictures in the urethra : at prefent, therefore, it 
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feems only requifite to fay, that they are to be confi- 
dered as a very frequent caufe of Gleet. The ipongy 
furface of the fubftance from which thefe ftrictures 
are produced is very apt to become tender and exco- 
riated. A flight degree of ulceration thus takes place 
which continues to give out matter while any degree 
of the ftridure remains, and where the extent of the 
difeafe is corifiderable, this of itfelf would afford a 
very copious difcharge ; but befides this, the remora 
which every ftridhire prodi#es, of urine and mucus 
between the part on which it is feated and the blad- 
der, atts as a very powerful caufe of irritation, and 
in this manner renders the difcharge more abundant 
than we almoft ever find it to be in Gleet, proceeding 
from any other caufe. 

Where ftrictures are not fufpe&ed as the caufe of 
the difcharge, as often happens where the obftructi- 
on to the flow of urine is not remarkably great, the 
patient as well as the furgeon is apt to be deceived, 
and to proceed daily with the plan of effecting a cure 
by injections, balfam of copaiba, and other aftringents* 
INone of thefe remedies, however, have any influ- 
ence, and the difcharge, after many years continu- 
ance, is found to be nearly in the fame flate, either as 
bad, or perhaps worfe, than at firft. Of this every 
practitioner muft have met with inftances, and they 
always prove the fource of much perplexity and em- 
barra Anient. 

In every cafe, therefore, where Gleet refifts the 
ufual remedies, and is thus particularly obftinate, it 
ought to be our firft object to afcertain the real ftate 
of the urethra, and to learn whether ftrictures are 
prefent in it or not. In fome cafes this will at once 
be known from the ftate of the fymptoms obtained 
from the patient, as well as from external examination 
of the urethra from the point, of the penis to the 
fundament, This, however, will only happen in the 
more fevere degrees of the difeafe. Where the ob- 
struction is flight, it may, as we have already ob- 
ferved, pafs unnoticed; fo that in all fuch circunv 
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fiances, and where there is any caufe for doubt, the 
paffage fhould be examined with a bougie, by which 
alone any certainty upon this point can be obtained. 

When the exiflence of flricture is difcovered, all 
other remedies ought at once to be laid afide, and the 
cure trufled entirely to bougies. Hereafter we fhall 
have occafion to fpeak more particularly of bougies ; 
at prefent we need only fay, that they are the only- 
remedy upon which we can depend for the removal 
of flrictures, and that fehey very commonly prove 
effectual when duly perfifted in. 

When the difcharge proceeds entirely from flric- 
tures, it will, for the mofl part, foon fubfide on thefe 
being removed ; but when it continues more than a 
few days after the bougies are withdrawn, it will be 
proper to employ aflringent injections in order to car- 
ry it off. Lime-water anf- /ers well; for this parti- 
cular purpofe, indeed, it anfwers better than any- 
other form of injection I have tried, but it requires 
to be diluted with an equal quantity of common wa- 
ter. 

4. The lafl variety of Gleet of which we have to 
take notice proceeds fromafwelled ftate of the prof- 
tate gland, and fucceeds, as we have already had oc- 
cafion to fee, to the third flage of Gonorrhoea Viru- 
lenta. 

In treating of Gonorrhoea the fymptoms were enu- 
merated by which affections of the proflate gland 
may be difcovered; but we have no certain means of 
knowing to what extent it may be fwelled but by ex- 
amination with the finger in ano. 

Befides the inconveniency which occurs here from 
the difcharge itfelf, and which is common to this 
with every variety of Gleet, there is always a good 
deal of uneafinefs, and even pain, produced by the 
fwelling of this gland, which excites a more frequent 
defire to pafs water than any other variety of the dif- 
eafe, together with a fenfation of heat and fulnefs over 
the whole parts contiguous to the anus. The tenes- 
mus which often takes place is alfo a very troublefome 
fymptom. 
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Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is fbmetimes 
combined with other varieties of the difeafe, particu- 
larly with that which was laft defcribed. In this 
cafe the difcharge has moft frequently the appear- 
ance of being a mixture of pus and mucus ; but when 
the running proceeds entirely from an affection of the 
proflate gland, it is thinner than purulent matter, 
and, although fometimes tinged of a white or yellow 
colour, it is more frequently of the confidence and 
colour of mucus. This makes it often be miflakcn 
for a difcharge offemen. 

No injections are of any utility in this variety of 
Gleet; nor is any advantage derived from bougies. 
On the contrary, they are both apt to do harm, par- 
ticularly a perfeverance in the ule of them ; a prac- 
tice which thofe not accuftomed to this branch of 
bufinefs are very aptto fallinto. Swellings of thisgland 
are very commonly attended with fome degree of ob- 
flrudtiori to the paffage of urine, and when this i? 
miftaken for ftri&ures, as often happens, bougies are 
immediately advifed in order to remove it. 

Bougies, however, never prove ufeful here : on 
the contrary, they very commonly irritate the gland 
tofuch a degree, as to excite both an increafe of the 
pain and of the difcharge. 

Opiates are the remedies upon which we place 
moft dependence. By allaying irritation, they not 
only keep the patient free from pain, but in doing fo 
they tend more than any other remedy to lelfen the 
difcharge. It mull, however, be acknowledged, 
that they act chiefly as palliatives ; but the mere 
prevention of pain is a point of no fmall importance 
in a difeafe which otherwise is apt to render the pa- 
tient miferable. In fpeaking of affections of this gland 
in the third flage of Gonorrhoea, I advifed opiates to 
be ufed in clyfters, inftead of being taken by the 
mouth. They do not, in this form, fo readily in- 
duce ficknefs, and they ufually prove more effectual 
in relieving pai^i. 

In fevcrul inftances, where no great advantage 
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was derived from all the quantity of laudanum that 
durft be given by the mouth, patients have been kept 
eafy by a grain or two of opium dilTolved in a fmall 
quantity of mucilage, and thrown, from time to 
time, into the reftum. 

Where this difeafe occurs in fcrophulous confli- 
tutions, an occurrence by no means uncommon, hy- 
ocyamus, cicuta, and lea-bathing, are the remedies 
ufually employed ; and although they do not often 
accomplifh a cure where the gland is much fweiled, 
yet they frequently afford relief; and {lighter de- 
grees of the difeafe have, in fome inftances, been re- 
moved by them entirely. 

Some practitioners, as I have already had occafion 
to remark, give mercury in every variety of Gleet, 
but I have never known any advantage derived from 
it, and where the proftate gland is affected it very 
commonly does harm. 

As I have mentioned above, that in Gleet proceed- 
ing from ftrictures in the urethra, fome flight de- 
gree of ulceration takes place, it may be imagined 
that mercury ought in fuch inftances to prove ufe- 
ful, from its well known powers of healing venereal 
ulcers. It is not, however, found to promote the 
cure of thefe ulcerations ; a circumftance that may 
be confidered as a farther proof of the difference be- 
tween Gonorrhoea Virulenta and Lues Venerea ; for 
if affections of this kind were induced by the matter 
of Lues Venerea, mercury would feldom fail in cu- 
ring them, while no other remedy would ever prove 
fuccefsful. But, inftead of this, I have repeatedly 
found, that no advantage is derived from mercury 
in the treatment of this fymptom, while bougies, 
when properly managed, very commonly prove ef- 
fectual. 

"What we have hitherto faid upon the fubjecl; of 
Gleets relates chiefly to the difeafe as it occurs in 
men, it being in them both more frequent, and of 
much more difficult treatment than it-ufually is in 
women. 
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We often meet with it, however, in women ; but 
it is proper to remark, that it is equally difficult to 
diftinguifh it from fluor albus, as in a former fection 
we have obferved Gonorrhoea to be. Referring to 
what was then faid upon the means of diftinguifhing 
between the two difeafes, we (hall at prefent pro- 
ceed fhortly to obferve, that in women we depend 
entirely for the cure of Gleet upon a proper perfeve- 
rance in the ufe of injections. When after a due 
continuance of fuch as we reckon aftringent *, if the 
difcharge ftill continues, thole of a ftimulating nature 
fhould be employed, particularly Nos. 24 and 25. 

When the difeafe is feated in the vagina, as is ge- 
nerally the cafe, thefe injections may be thrown up 
with freedom ; but when the difcharge proceeds 
from the urethra they ought, on account of the con- 
tiguity of the bladder, as we had occafion to remark 
in a former fection, to be thrown up with much cau- 
tion. 

In women I havefometimes found that a Gleet has 
proceeded from ulceration within the verge of the 
vagina. In fuch inftances injections have little or 
no influence ; and as lores of this kind are commonly 
connected with Lues Venerea, they can only be cu- 
red by a courie of mercury. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that women 
are liable, as men are, to excoriations from the acri- 
monious nature of the matter of Gonorrhoea. A dif- 
charge of matter from this caufe will be moft readily 
cured by aftringent injections, or bathing the parts 
with lime-water, or a faturnine folution. 

I have never known the real venereal ftricture 
occur in women. Excreifences form in the urethra 
from other caufes ; but ftricture from Gonorrhoea 
mull necelfarily, in this fex, be a rare occurrence. 
If it is ever met with, bougies mull here, as in men, 
be depended upon for a cure. 

* Vkl« Appendix, Nos. 18, 19, and 20. 
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SECT. Ill, 

Of Impotency from Seminal JVeaknefs* 

WE here mean by impotency a deprivation of the 
power of propagating the fpecies. 

This may proceed from various caufes ; but it is 
that variety of it only which is ufually fuppofed to 
arife from weaknefs in the feminal vefTels that we 
are now to confider. 

It is an occurrence which, in young people, either 
in idea or reality, takes place daily ; and as it proves 
at all times a fource of much anxiety and diftrefs, it 
necefTarily becomes a frequent object of attention to 
practitioners. A degree of debility inducing want 
of retention in the feminal vefTels is, no doubt, oc- 
cafionally met with ; but the flrong defire which Na- 
ture haa wifely implanted in all men to be complete 
and entire, in whatever relates to the propagation 
of his fpecies, is often, in early youth, the caufe of 
much ill-founded fufpicion on this point, and of cir- 
cumstances refpecting it being confidered as real 
which never took place. 

Thus there is nothing more common than young 
people fuppofing they are week and debilitated, on 
perceiving an oozing of mucus from the urethra, or 
a difcharge of femen when at ftool. The firft, how- 
ever, is natural to many when in full health, and 
where no fufpicion of weaknefs exifts ,; and the lat- 
ter, or a difcharge of femen, muft at all times be the 
confequence of hardened faeces compreffing the vefi- 
culse femiaales, when thefe vefTels are full of femen. 
But fufpicion on this point being once awake, it is 
often difficult, and fometimes impoflible, to remove 
it ; infomuch that many have been rendered miferar 
ble by this alone, where no veftige of difeafe exifted. 

It is confidered as one of the mofl certain proofs of 
weaknefs in the feminal vefTels when a difcharge of 
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femen inftantly fucceeds to an erection, or, perhaps, 
to an imperfect degree of it. But this may alfo hap- 
pen from a ftate of over-excitement in the other parts 
of generation, and I alio believe that it often occurs 
from the feminal fluid being collected in too great 
quantity in the vificulss feminales. I have reafon in- 
deed to imagine, as will appear in the fequel, that this 
is the moft frequent caufe of all fuch affectiens. 

It may be faid, if the difeafe exifts, and the patient 
is rendered completely impotent, that the caufe of 
his being io is a point of little importance. It will 
appear, however, that this is by no means the cafe; 
for while real impotency is in a great proportion of 
cafes to be confidered as incurable, we have it in our 
power, perhaps, in moil inftances of approach to this 
ftate, to accomplifh a cure. 

In the laft fection we have feen that Gleet proceeds 
at one time from an affection of the glands in other 
parts of the urethra, but in fome cafes that it arifes 
from a 1 welling of the proftate gland. When this ex- 
ifts for any length of time, we find that not only the 
duel of the proitate gland becomes weak and relaxed, 
but that a lofs of tone takes place in fome of the conti- 
guous parts, particularly in the excretory ducts of 
the veliculys feminales ; infomuch that a great propor- 
tion of all who have long laboured under Gleet from 
affections of this gland, have likewife been liable, in 
fome degree, to feminal weaknefs. It is well known 
that long continued Gleets, are often the caufe of 
Impotency. For the moft part, it is fuppofed, that 
this happens from the general debility which they 
induce. In fome inftances this may be the cafe ; but 
I have much reafon to think that they act much more 
frequently by inducing a local weaknefs only in the 
parts deftined for the reception of the femen. This I 
conclude to be the cafe from this kind cf debility tak- 
ing place where there is no appearance whatever of 
general weaknefs, for inftances often occur in confti- 
tutions apparently firm and healthy, of fuch degrees 
of weaknefs in the feminal organs, that emiffions take 
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place, not merely from partial erections and lafcivi- 
ous ideas, but from the ordinary friction applied to 
the penis in riding and walking, and, in fome inftan- 
ces, from the effect of heat alone, whether excited 
by wine, exercife, or lining near a fire. 

In people who have fuffered much from frequent 
returns of Gonorrhoea, particularly where Gleet has 
taken place from the caufe I have mentioned, I have 
known feveral initances of the femen running off by 
the flighteft application of any of the caufes juft enu- 
merated. 

The local weaknefs thus induced in thefe parts by 
Gleet feems very much to refemble the effects of 
Onanifm ; a habit fo baneful to many of our youth, 
that I believe it to be more deflructive in its confe- 
quences than a great proportion of all the diieafes to 
which in early life they are liable. Were it to prove 
hurtful to thofe only whofe felf indulgence gives rife 
to it, there would be lefs caufe to regret the effects of 
it ; but, beudes rendering the parent himfelf mifera- 
ble, it evidently entails the higheft diftrefs upon pof- 
terity, by generating languor, debility and difeafe, 
inftead of that ftrength of conftitution, without 
which there can be no enjoyment. 

Some, I know, have entertained a different opini- 
on upon this point, and imagine that no bad effects 
are to be dreaded from the habit of which we are 
now fpeaking *. But this is fo directly contrary to 
the experience of others, and I have had fo many in- 
ftances in the courfe of my own practice of conftitu- 
tions being irretrievably ruined by indulgence in it, 
that I cannot avoid, in the ftrongeft manner, giving 
my opinion of it: nor does it appear that any benefit 
could refult to fociety from a contrary opinion being 
admitted, even allowing it to be well founded ; for 
although no immediate harm might enfue from it to 
the conftitution, it ought to be difcouraged as unna- 
tural, and from its tending to divert the attention 

* Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, by John Hunter chap, xii 
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from an enjoyment of a much fuperior kind. While, 
therefore, there is much caufe to confider the prac- 
tice as highly dangerous to all who follow it, and 
while fuch a propenfity prevails towards it in that 
early age when boys cannot form a judgment of its 
deleterious tendency, I confider it as incumbent on 
thofe who write upon it to paint it and the baneful 
effects which refult from it in their true and proper 
colours. 

In the treatment of this variety of Impotency, 
whether it has been induced by Onanifm, or whe- 
ther it be the confequence of Gleet, it is proper to 
diflinguifh it into two flages. The one, fo far as I 
have feen, being of a nature that does not admit of 
any certain remedy, while the other may, in moft 
inftances, be completely cured. Many coniider it fo 
certainly as incurable that the patient is led to def- 
pair from the firft approach of it, and the opinion is 
often unfortunately realized merely from the caufe I 
have mentioned, bur not diftinguifhing the two fla- 
ges of the difeafe, and allowing that which I fuppofe 
may be eafily removed, to proceed without any at- 
tempt for this purpofe, to that ftate of it, which, 
in moft inftances, may be confidered as incurable. 

Practitioners are frequently applied to by young 
men labouring under what I mall term the firft ftage 
of Gleet; who, finding that a feminal difcharge takes 
place from the flighteft caufes, perhaps merely from 
their being in company with women ; from lafcivi- 
ous dreams; or from the parts of generation being in 
any degree overheated, begin to be afraid that they 
fhall never again have the power of retention, and 
conclude therefore that they cannot with propriety 
enter into a matrimonial connection. We often find 
that they admit Onanifm to have been the primary 
caufe of their diftrefs, although, for a great length 
of time, perhaps for a number of years, they affert, 
and with no reafon on our part to doubt them, that 
they have been entirely out of the practice of it. 

In this fituation, whatever may be the appearance 
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and habit of body of the patient, ftrengthening aftrin- 
gent remedies are prefcribed y fuch as bark, fteel, 
balsam of copaiba, cold bathing, &c; and whatever 
are his views, he is advifed to avoid matrimony and 
all veneral intercourfes. 

In a great proportion of cafes, however, I am con- 
vinced that this practice and this advice are errone- 
ous. Following the bulk of practitioners, I ealily 
adopted them; but no good refulting from them I 
have long fince relinquifhed them, and I have feldom 
failed of fuccefs by advifing meafures of an oppofite 
nature. 

In a great proportion of all that are injured by 
this deflructive habit, a morbid irritability of the or- 
gans of generation feems to be excited. By this a 
greater quantity of the feminal fluid is fecreted than 
the veficulae feminales can retain : in confequence of 
which, it either burfts out during nofturnal dreams, 
or is eafily excited to flow by the application of any 
of the caufes above-mentioned. 

Even after the habit has been long left off I have 
known the effe&s of it continue in a very diftrefsful 
degree, and I conclude that they proceed chiefly 
from too plentiful a fecretion offemen, from the na- 
ture of the remedy which in moft inftances has prov- 
ed fuccefsful. 

Inftead of advifing abftinence from women, I al- 
ways inculcate as frequent connexion as natural de- 
fires feem to require ; and when matrimony is in 
view, inftead of being afraid of it, as often happens 
with this clafs of patients, from a felr of their not 
performing the functions of it properly, I uniformly 
hold it forth as the mofl certain remedy. 

The idea of inability is fo ftrongly prevalent with 
many, that they are with difficulty prevailed upon to 
make the attempt; but the effects of it are fo cer- 
tain, that with patients in fuch circumftances as we 
are now confidering, it may always be advifed with 
the greateft confidence of fuccefs. Nor is the affift- 
ance of other remedies required in this plan of cure; 
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at leafl in various inftances, patients, who, for ma- 
ny years together had been almoft conflantly taking 
luch remedies as they judged to be of an invigorating 
nature, without any advantage refulting from them, 
and who therefore were induced to confider their 
complaints as incurable, have, on laying all of thefe 
ahdc, become completely and entirely well in the 
fpace of a few weeks after marriage. The irritabi- 
lity of the organs was thus diminished; the morbid 
increafe of the fecretion was removed ; and the fe- 
jninal receptacles, not being over diftended, were 
foon found to be endowed with a fufficient degree of 
retention. 

This being a very frequent variety of the difeafe, 
I can fpeak of it, and of the remedies employed in it, 
with feme degree of certainty; and I can with con- 
fidence fay, that none of thofe commonly advifed 
have ever, in the courfe of my obfervation, had any 
obvious influence; while the plan I have pointed 
out, very generally furpaifes in its effects all that the 
patient could hope from it. 

When a fwelled Hate of the proftate gland is con- 
nected, as I have fometimes found, with this variety 
of the dileafe, it neceffaruy renders the event more 
doubtful, and the effect, even of this and every 
other remedy, more uncertain. But even here the 
courfe I have adviled will fometimes prove fuccefs- 
ful. It will not remove any affection of the gland, 
but where the difeafe of that organ is not in a great 
degree, it proves equally effectual in removing the 
other, as if t&? gland was entirely found ; and this 
obviates one of the greateft fources of mifery to the 
patient. 

It may be faid, that while this or any other varie- 
ty of Gleet exiils, the remedy I have pointed out 
cannot with any propriety be advifed, from the ri/k 
of communicating infection. We know, however, 
that real Gleet does not communicate infection to 
others ; and the means of diftinguiming it from 
Gonorrhoea are by no means equivocal. Many in- 
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ftances have fallen within my own obfervation, and 
others muft often meet with it, of this being clearly 
the cafe. I know, at this time, feveral inftanpes of 
men who have been married for many years, who, 
during the whole period, have laboured under dif- 
ferent varieties of Gleet, and who have never com- 
municated the difeafe either to their wives or chil- 
dren. Gleet in men feems to be equally uncapa- 
ble with fluor albus in women to communicate infec- 
tion. 

In that ftage of the difeafe which we have juft been 
confidering, a cure, we obferve, may, perhaps, in 
every inftance, be accomplished. But when it has 
been of fuch duration as to form what may more pro- 
perly be termed feminal weaknefs, and what I mall 
term the fecond ftage of the difeafe, a very different 
profped: prefents itfelf. The patient may even, in 
very advanced periods of the difeafe, derive advan- 
tage from a well-regulated diet and other circum- 
ftances, by which his lituation will be rendered much 
more comfortable than it otherwife would be ; but in 
this Situation a complete removal of the difeafe is 
Scarcely to be expected : at lead little dependence is 
to be placed upon the remedies ufually employed for 
that purpofe. 

This very diftrefsful ftage of feminal weaknefs is 
often the confequence of Onanifm long perfifted in ; 
and it is, as we have remarked, the frequent confe- 
quence of Gonorrhoea and Gleet. In all fuch cafes 
the difeafe feems to proceed from real weaknefs, or 
debility in the excretory duels of the veficuke femi- 
nales; for it commonly happens where the whole fyf- 
tem is much relaxed and emaciated ; where there is 
therefore no caufe to imagine that it can arife from 
too plentiful a formation of femen • and of which, in- 
deed, we often meet with a very decifive proof, from 
conftant mucous-kind of oozing being perceived in 
the urethra, while no ordinary caufe of excitement 
is capable of producing any regular difcharge or emif- 
iion of femen. 
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In this fituation a variety of remedies are employ- 
ed, chiefly with a view to reftore and invigorate the 
tone of the weakened parts ; fuchas bark, Heel, bal- 
famum copaiba, and cold bathing. At other times, 
where the difeafe is fuppofed to proceed from a defi- 
ciency of femen, provocatives are prefcribed ; fuch 
as high feafoned foods, all the terebinthenate balfams, 
and cantharides. But although I have had many op- 
portunities of obferving a complete trial of thefe, I 
never knew any advantage derived from them. The 
only courfe, which in fuch circumftances I ever knew 
prove ufeful, was fuch as merely tended to reftore 
the patient to his ufual ftate of health. If Onanifm 
has induced the difeafe, nothing will afford even the 
chance of a recovery till this is left off. Whatever 
may have been the caufe of it, he ought to be put 
upon a nourifhing diet; and he fhould live in an 
elevated, dry fituation. Sea-bathing fhould be ad- 
vifed ; and coftivenefs, with every thing that might 
tend to irritate the parts chiefly affected, fhould be 
avoided. 

With a view to leffen that degree of irritability 
with which this difeafe is ufually connected, opiates 
have been advifed ; but although I have often given 
them a full trial, I never knew any real advantage 
obtained from them. On the contrary, they have 
often appeared to do harm ; for although they pro- 
cure reft, yet the fleep which they give is always 
difturbed ; the patient awakes in a ftate of more 
anxiety and diftrefs than he experienced on going 
to bed • and when opiates are habitually ufed, cof- 
tivenefs can fcarcely be prevented by means of re- 
medies, which, in this fituation, ought not to be 
given. 

Hemlock is often ufed here ; but I have never 
known any obvious advantage derived from it, Hyo- 
cyamus, by acting as an anodyne, while it does not 
produce coftivenefs, has, in different inftances, ap- 
peared to prove ferviceable. One grain of the ex- 
trad may be given at firft, and the dofe increafed in a 
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gradual manner to three, five, fix, eight, and even 
ten grains. 

Conceiving, from fome circumftances connected 
with the difeafe, as well as from many of the fymp- 
toms which enfue from it, that it may in fome in- 
stances be of the fame nature with paralyfis, I have, 
in feveral cafes, advifed electricity, and in one or 
two of thefe it appeared to prove ferviceable, but ne- 
ver fo decidedly as to enable me to fpeak of it with 
confidence. 



SECT. IV. 

Of Objlrutfions in the Urethra from Gonorrhoea Viru- 

lenta. 

WHEN fpeaking of Gleet we had occafion to ob- 
ferve that it is often the confequence of ObftrucUons 
in the Urethra. But Gleet, although the caufe of 
fome inconvenience and diftrefs, is by no means the 
fymptom of moil importance with which Qbftruc- 
tions.nre accompanied. Strictures may take place in 
a certain extent, without giving much uneafinefs, 
but whenever they arrive at fuch a height as to im- 
pede the flow of urine, they prove always the caufe 
of diftrefs and mifery to the patient, and of much em- 
barraffment to the practitioner, 

Obftru&ions proceeding from Gonorrhoea Virulen.- 
ta may be reduced to four general heads ; tumours 
in the fubftance of the urethra and contiguous parts ; 
fpafmodic affeclions of the urethra ; caruncles, or flefhy 
excrefcences, in the urethra ; and ftri&ures, properly 
fo called. 



R 
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§ i 

Of Tumours in the Sub fiance of the Urethra and contigu- 
ous Parts. 

WE have already had occafion to fpeak of Tu- 
mours, or fwellings of the proflate gland, of fwellings 
of Cowper's glands, and of the other fmaller glands 
of the urethra. All of thefe produce obflru&ion to 
the flow of urine whenever they become of fuch a fize 
as to diminifh, in any degree, the magnitude of that 
canal. 

Referring to what has already been faid upon this 
part of our fubjecl:, I have at prefent to obferve, that 
in the commencement of all Tumours in thefe parts, 
we ought, by every method in our power, to endea- 
vour to remove them by difcuflion, for which purpofe 
local and general blood-letting are the remedies chief- 
ly to be depended on ; and as thefe, when carried a 
iufficient length, and when aflifted by a cooling regi- 
men, and the external ufe of cold faturnine applica- 
tions, feldom fail in removing them, they mould al- 
ways be perfifted in as long as there is the leaft chance 
of their proving ferviceable. For although tumours 
in this fituation are often eafily removed after fuppu- 
ration has taken place, by the matter being freely 
difcharged, and the fore treated in the ufual way, 
yet, before arriving at this fize, a good deal of diflrcfs 
always occurs from them, and, in fome inftances, the 
fores heal with difficulty, while in others the mat- 
ter burfts into the urethra, where it continues often 
during the life of the patient to excitca great deal of 
diflrefs. 

In others again it burfts into the fcrotum, and 
from thence into the furrounding cellular fubflance, 
and openings forming in confequence of this, com- 
monly between the fcrotum and anus, a verv trou- 
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blefome difeafe is thus produced, termed fiftula in pe- 
rineo*. 

It is therefore obvious that it is much for the ad- 
vantage of the patient that all tumours of this kind 
fhould be removed by difcullion ; but when our en- 
deavours for this purpole do not fucceed, and when 
fuppuration takes place, we have it often in our pow- 
er to prevent many of the bad confequences which 
otherwife are apt to enfue. By opening iuch tumours 
immediately on matter being perceived in them, we 
prevent the rifk of their burftinginto the fcrotum and 
urethra, fo that in this fituation we ought never to 
wait till they are fo fully matured as otherwife might be 
proper : and when once they have come fo far as to 
render it proper to difcharge the matter, it ought to 
be done, as we have formerly obferved, by making 
an opening the whole length of the tumour. This 
prevents the matter from lodging, and from infinu- 
ating into the contiguous parts, while the fores which 
enfue heal more kindly t^an they uiually do when 
fmaller openings have been made. 

Among other confequences which fometimes 'occur 
from matter burfting from abfeeffes in this fituation 
into the contiguous parts, it is proper to mention that 
the moft diitrelsful effects occur from its finding accefs 
to the corpus cavernofum of the penis. It ufually 
fpreads fuddenly over the whole fubflance of the pe- 
nis ; fmall openings take place in different parts of the 
fwelling, at which the matter is difcharged; and 
thefe are always very difficult to heal : or, if the 
matter does not find a vent in this manner, it either 
burfts into the urethra, or the furrounding parts are 
'■apt to mortify. 

When mortification occurs in this fituation it 
either foon proves fatal, or terminates in the entire 
lofs of the penis ; for a flop is feldom put to the difeafe 
till all the parts furrounding the urethra are deflroy- 
ed, when amputation of the remainder becomes una- 
voidable. Indeed the haemorrhagy which is apt to 

' For treatment of this, vide fyftem of forgery, chapter xy- 
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occur from deep feated mortification of the penis is 
commonly of itfelf a fufficient motive for amputation 
being advifed, for we can feldom put an effectual flop 
to the difcharge till the mortified parts are all re* 
moved. 

For preventing mortification in this fituation 
from fpreading, opium has been recommended. I 
have certainly obferved it prove ufeful in gangrene, 
both in thefe parts and in others ; but more depen- 
dence is for the mofl part to be placed upon a plen- 
tiful ufe of bark. Whether or not opiates act in the 
cure of gangrene as antefeptics, is not, or, perhaps, 
cannot be afcertained. I rather believe that they do 
not : and I am inclined to think that they prove fer- 
viceable only by allaying irritation. In this manner 
they may be employed with advantage wherever gan- 
grene appears to be the confequence of a high degree 
of inflammation. By lefTening^ or removing pain they 
may diminifh the caufe of exertion in the vefTels of 
the part affected, and may thus tend to prevent mor- 
tification from extending fo far as it otherwife might 
do ; but I^have never known them to prove ufeful 
where the difeafe feemed to depend upon the lofs of 
tone, either of the part itfelf, or of the conftitutiom 

§ * 

Of Spasmodic Obftrutfions of the Urethra. 

IRRITATION of the Urethra, from whatever 
caufe it proceeds, has an evident effect in lefTening 
the diameter of the pafTage. Hence, in cafes of ftone 
in the bladder, the irritation, and confequent con- 
traction of the urethra, is fom'e times fo great that a 
ftaff, even of a moderate fize, cannot be introduced. 
Stones in the kidney have frequently the fame effect. 
Nay, I have known this contraction of the urethra 
induced by fand palling along the ureters. In like 
manner the irritation produced in the urethra by 
Gonorrhoea, is in fome cafes fo great as to excite con- 
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traction of the paflage in a very diftrefsful degree. 
I have known the urine fo completely obftru&ed by 
this alone, as to give caufe to fufpecl that ftri&ures 
were formed of the moft alarming nature ; in which 
neither ftaff, catheter, nor bougie, could be intro- 
duced, but with more force than can ever with fafety 
be applied. 

We judge that obftru&ioa proceeds from this caufe, 
when at one time it occurs in a levere degree, and 
foon thereafter, perhaps in the fpace of a few hours, 
it appears to be entirely or nearly gone. Of this I 
have met with various inftances ; in which, from 
the anxiety of the patient, and from fufpicion of a 
more inveterate kind of ftricliure, repeated attempts 
have been made in vain to pafs a bougie, and in which 
the ftoppage has gone off entirely upon the exhibition 
of a dofe of laudanum, or rubbing the perineum with 
anodyne balfam. 

As the urethra itfelf does not appear to be mufcu- 
far, as a fmall portion of it only can be compreffed 
by the mufcles of the penis, and as the obftruction of 
which we are now fpeaking occurs in parts of the 
paflage where thefe mufcles do not exift, it has been 
imagined that this temporary acceifion of ftricture 
muft be owing to fome other caufe. It may perhaps 
happen that the violent irritation excited by chor- 
dee may in fome inftances produce fuch effufion into 
the cellular parts of the penis as may comprefs the 
urethra ; and that this may foon be removed by ab- 
sorption, on the irritation by which it was produced 
being taken away. But although this may be the 
cafe in a few inftances, I am convinced that it is not 
a frequent occurrence* and that the urethra itfelf is 
endowed with a contractile power, by which, for 
the moft part, this kind of obftruclion is produced. 

Were it to proceed from any kind of effufion com- 
preffing the urethra, the tumefaction thus produced 
would be obvious. Partial circumfcribed tumours 
would either be difcovered in the courfe of the ure- 
thra, or the whole body of the penis or a confidera- 
ule part of it, would be fwclicd. We do not find, 
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however, that this is apt to happen ; at leaft, in moft 
cafes of this kind no tumefaction of the penis is per- 
ceptible. 

This kind of fpafm or cramp occurs occafionally in 
every part of the urethra. I have met with it with- 
in an inch of the extremity of the glans, but for the 
moft part it happens behind the fcrotum, or nearer 
the proftate gland, in the membranous part of the 
paffage. 

In the treatment of Obftrudt.ion in the Urethra it 
is a matter of the firft importance to determine the 
caufe by which it is produced. It is particularly ne- 
ceffary to diftinguifh between obftruction arifing from 
fpafm, and that which proceeds from ftricture of the 
paffage. In the latter, bougies, as we fhall after- 
wards fee, are almofl the only remedies upon which 
we can depend, while, in cafes of fpafm, they very 
commonly do harm. In the one they remove the 
difeafe by acting as wedges ; in the other they add 
to the violence of the contraction by increafing the 
irritability by which it was at firft excited. 

As the degree of obftruction produced by fpafm 
alone is, in fome inftances, equal to whatufually oc- 
curs from the moft obftinate kind of ftricture, it is 
only from an exact account of the rife and p :ogrefs of 
the difeafe i^y which we can judge of the difference* 

When the flow of urine has at firft been perceived 
to be flightly obftructed, and when this has gradu- 
ally become worfe, without ever being in any inftance 
materially better, there will be much caufe to ima- 
gine that it proceeds from a caufe of a fixed nature : 
while, on the contrary, however complete an ob- 
ftruction maybe, if it came on fuddenly, and if it 
frequently becomes quickly well without any obvious 
reafon, there will be no caufe to doubt of its proceed- 
ing from fpafm. 

We find too, in obftruction proceeding from caufe* 
of a more fixed nature, that fome pain is always difco- 
vered at one or more fixed points. In fome cafes a 
degree of hardnefs is perceived o-n the urethra being 
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preffed at thefe points ; while in others, although no- 
thingcan be difcovered on external preffure, the patient 
feels a degree of heat and pain, as if the parts affect- 
ed were excoriated, or even ulcerated. Belides, in 
real ftricture, a difcharge of matter very universally 
takes place from the urethra ; forming, as we have 
already had occalion to fee, a very frequent caufe of . 
Gleet. But in obftruction proceeding from fpafm, 
any pain which occurs in the urethra does not pro- 
ceed from one point. It appears to be more diifuied ; 
•and is feldom in any diftrefsful degree, if it be not 
by the ftoppage which it gives to the flow of urine. 
No particular fpot is difcovered to be hard or fore 
upon preffure, and a difcharge of matter does not ne- 
ceffarily take place in it. 

Spafm, indeed, may be accompanied with a flow 
of matter from the urethra. This will always hap- 
pen where Gonorrhoea or Gleet have previously ex- *. 
ifted ; but it will never, on enquiry, be found to be 
the caufe of the difcharge. 

The remedies to be employed for the removal of 
this variety of obftruction are, warm emollients, ano- 
. dynes, blood-letting, blifters, and electricity. Bou- 
gies, in certain circumftances, may be alfo employed. 

Rubbing the parts affected, whether the perineum, 
or more interior parts of the penis with warm oil, 
proves fometimes ufeful, Oil, ftrongly impregnated 
with camphor, and Goulard's form of the unguentum 
faturninam, when applied warm to the parts affected, 
alfo tend to remove this caufe of ohftrudtion. I have 
fometimes known it inftantaneoufly removed by fo- 
menting the perineum with a decoction of chamo- 
mile flowers or althea, or by the application of a blad- 
der filled with warm water. 

The common anodyne balfa.m makes an ufeful appli- 
cation here. The parts in which the fpafm is feated 
mould not only be rubbed with it, but pledgets im- 
meried in it mould be kept conftantly applied to them. 
But one of the moft powerful antifpafmodics among 
external applications is, a mixture compofed of three 
parts of laudanum aod one of sther. 
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Frequently, however, little or no advantage is 
derived from the external application of anodynes ; 
while opium, given internally, is productive of the 
bed effects. Forty drops of laudanum, given by the 
mouth, will often remove a fpafm of the urethra 
that has refilled every variety of this remedy applied 
to the fldn ; and when thrown up the rectum, in the 
form of injection, it proves ftill more effectual in re- 
moving pain, irritation, and fpafm about the anus, 
and in the organs of urine and generation, than when 
received into the ftomach. 

Whether this may proceed from the remedy get- 
ting more nearly into contact with the nerves of the 
difeafed parts, or whatever may be the caufe of it, 
is perhaps difficult to determine ; but, from much 
experience of their effects, I am convinced, that in 
all fuch affections, opiates prove moft powerful when 
given in this manner, 

In plethoric conftitutions blood-letting is often the 
moft effectual remedy, not only in carrying off the 
fpafm which prefently fubfifts, but in preventing re- 
turns of it in future. Befides the difcharge of blood 
from the arm in quantities proportioned to the 
ftrength of the patient, leeches fhould be applied a- 
long the courfe of the affe&ed parts, and they feldom 
fail where the conftitution can fupport the evacuati- 
on, of giving very effectual relief. 

From an idea of fpafmodic affections proceeding in 
moft inftances from what is termed a weaknefs of 
nerves, and from a dread which very univerfally 
prevails, of all fuch affections being rendered worie 
by blood-letting, this is a remedy we find very rare- 
ly, employed. But it is proper here, as well as in fimi- 
Jar affections of other parts, to obferve, that morbid 
irritability may be excited by caufes of a very oppo- 
fite nature. It fometimes takes place where the con- 
ftitution is relaxed and reduced ; and, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, evacuations of every kind very common- 
ly do harm. But it more frequently happens from a 
ftate of plethora, in which blood-letting proves the 
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moft certain remedy, and where opiates, warm bath- 
ing, and other antifpafmodics are often ufed for a 
great length of time, without any effect refulting 
from them. 

We find from experience, that a ftimulus applied 
to the fkin proves often ufeful in relieving pain and 
fpafm, in parts that are very deeply feated ; and up- 
on trial, the fame remedies are fometimes found to 
remove fimilar affections of the urethra. Obftruc- 
tions of this kind have, in different inftances, been 
relieved by the application of volatile liniment, a 
ftrong impregnation of oil with volatile alkali, to the 
parts affected. A blifter applied over the perineum, 
has in different inftances carried off obftructions of 
the urethra ; and in fome cafes where blifters failed, 
the difeafe has been completely removed by the ap- 
plication of a warm plafter. 

In fuch cafes blifters do not feem toad fo much by 
the evacuation which they produce, as by the irrita- 
tion which they excite ; for it often happens that the 
pain and fpafm are removed as foon as the fkin becomes 
in any degree uneafy, and long before vefications can 
be formed. Hence, a warm plafter, which does not 
contain fuch a quantity of cantharides as to render it 
capable of acting as a blifter, by keeping up a more 
continued ftimulus than blifters, proves, in fome in- 
ftances, more effectual. 

Electricity has fometimes proved ufeful in removing 
fpafm of the urethra ; but it requires to be managed 
with caution, otherwife it is apt to add to the vio- 
lence of the difeafe. In plethoric habits it always does 
mifchief, and ought never to be advifed in thcfe till 
blood-letting has been premifed. 

I have had occafion already to remark, that in this 
variety of obftruction, bougies are very apt to do 
harm. This proceeds from their being pufhed with 
violence, when the parts, from being under fome higty 
degree of irritation, are in a ftate of ftrong contrac- 
tion. This ought never, therefor^, t,o be done; for 
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while the parts remain in this fituation we feldom* 
fucceed ; or if we do get the bougie patted, it is al- 
ways from the ufe of more violence than ought to be 
employed. 

But bougies prove highly ferviceable, even in 
Spasmodic Obftrutt-ions of the Urethra, when the vio- 
lence of the difeafe is fo far removed that they can be 
introduced with eafe, and without exciting irritation : 
fo that, whenever we find this can be accomplifhed, 
whether the fpafm has been leffened by the ufe of 
emollients, anodynes, blood-letting, or any other re- 
medy, it ought always to be advifed. Befides the 
prefent relief which it affords, by removing any de- 
gree of the obftruction which may remain, it tends 
more effectually than any other remedy to prevent a 
return of it. This is particularly the cafe where 
fpafm is conjoined, as fometimes happens, with the 
more fixed kind of obftruclion, which we are pre- 
fently to proceed to coniider. When this takes place 
all our other remedies are to be confidered merely as 
preparative to the ufe of bougies, which, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, are alone to be depended on for a cure. 
It mufl always be remembered, however, that bougies 
are only admillible when they can be introduced and 
retained in the paffage, without exciting much un- 
eafinefs. 

In all difeafes of the genitals the flate of the intef- 
tines require particular attention. So much fvmpa- 
thy fubfifls between thefe parts that in people liable 
to obflruttion in the urethra, I have known a fevere 
fit of the difeafe induced by a coftive ftool. Neither 
is much purging neceflary or proper. The bowels 
fhould be kept in fuch a flate as to prevent irritation, 
as far as it can be done, in the rectum and contiguous 
parts. 
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§ 3 

Of 'Objirutfions in the Urethra from Fie/Iiy Excrejcences, 
or Caruncles, 

OBSTRUCTION to the pafTage of urine has 
long been conhdered as one of the molt diftrefsful, as 
it is oae of the mo ft frequent confequences of Clap; 
and Caruncles, Flefhy Excrefcences, or Carnohties, as 
they are fometimes termed, are mentioned by all the 
older writers upon this fubjeft, as the moft frequent 
caufe of it. 

This idea naturally arofe from their perceiving that 
warty fubftances were fometimes formed within the 
urethra, near to its extremity, iimilar in appearance 
to thofe which often occur upon the prepuce and 
glans ; and not profecuting the fubjecr. by opening the 
parts after death, they were led to fuppofe that the 
more deep-feated obftru&ions were all of a Iimilar 
nature. 

So univerfally did this opinion prevail, and it was 
fo itrongly afferted in books, that although it was 
long ago, by fome individuals, particularly by Savi- 
ard and Dionis, fnppofed to be ill-founded, yet even 
in our times it has been very generally admitted. 
This is fo far the cafe, that in common converfa- 
tion upon this fubjeti, Caruncles are ufually confi- 
dered as the moft frequent caufe of all fuch obftruc- 
tions. 

It is now, however, very certainly known that 
this caufe of obftrudtion is an uncommon occurrence 
in the more remote parts of the urethra. Of late 
years this has become a very frequent obje£l of ana- 
tomical inveftigation ; and I have reafon to fuppofe, 
from all that I have yet heard, as well as from the re- 
fult of my own inquiries, that it feldom exifts farther 
up the urethra than. half an inch or fo from the point 
of the glans. Warty excrefcences are not unfre- 
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quently found towards the orifice of the urethra ; but 
I have feldom feen them, even in this fituation, 
where they did not likewile prevail upon the glans 
and prepuce. 

The obftruftion to the flow of urine from this caufe 
is feldom confiderable ; but it always occafions much 
anxiety to the patient, from a fear which he is apt to 
entertain of its becoming worfe. 

"When feated juft in the opening of the urethra, as 
fometimes happens, I have, in different inftances, 
been able to remove them with fciffars, and with 
fmall ligatures paffed round them ; but they are fel- 
dom fo fituated as to admit of our taking them off in 
this manner. Neither are we at liberty to deftroy 
them by the application of efcharotics, the irritability 
of the urethra rendering this a very hazardous at- 
tempt. 

In all fuch cafes we place our chief dependence up- 
on bougies; and, when duly perfifted in, they feldom 
fail in effecting a cure. 

Some difference of opinion has arifen as to the man- 
ner in which bougies adl: in removing thefe excref- 
cences. In ftrittures of a different kind there is no 
caufe for doubt upon this point, as they evidently 
adl entirely as wedges, and prove ufeful in propor- 
tion to the extent of mechanical prelTure which 
they afford; but in the cure of Caruncles they have 
been fuppofed to adl chiefly by inducing fuppuration 
upon the difeafed parts, and diffolving them in this 
manner. 

It is obvious, however, that in the cure of thefe 
excrefcences, there is fomething farther ncceflary 
than the formation of matter. Indeed inftances 
occur daily, of their being conftantly immerfed in 
matter, fometimes proceeding from their own fur- 
faces, and at other times from the contiguous parts, 
without their being diminifhed. I rather conceive 
that bougies, even in this variety of obftruttion, 
operate partly by mechanical preffure, and partly 
by exciting inflammation in the excrefcences. Wc 
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fhall hereafter have occafion to fee, that feme of 
the remedies employed for the removal of warts in 
other parts, prove chiefly ufeful by making them 
inflame ; and as bougies are well calculated for this 
purpofe, I think it probable, that while they evi- 
dently anfwer a good purpofe by the preffure which 
they afford, they prove likewife ferviceable by ex- 
citing over thefe excrefcences that flight degree of 
inflammation, which, in the treatment of common 
venereal warts very commonly makes them drop 
off. 

J. 4. 

Of Objlruclion in the Urethra from StricJures, properly 
Jo called ; of Bougies, and Fijlula in Perineo. 

IN the more fixed kinds of ObftrucHon, proceeding 
from Gonorrhoea^ the diameter of the Urethra is lef- 
fened in two different ways. For the moft part it is 
diminifhed by a thickening taking place at fome par- * 
ticular point in the membrane of the paffage itfelf or 
rather in the corpus fpongiofum urethras, in a fimilar 
manner to what frequently happens in the membrane 
of the nofe in cafes of catarrh. At other times the 
urethra is drawn together, or contracted, as if a cord 
was tied round it, without any other difeafe being- 
perceptible. 

In fome cafes, again, thefe two affections are con- 
joined ; and we find, in the fame perfon, the diame- 
ter of the paffage leffened in one part by a mere con- 
. traction, and in another, by a fwelling and thicken- 
ing in the fubflance of the urethra itfelf. 

Every part of the paffage is liable to ftridtures ; but 
they are more frequent behind and immediately a- 
bove the fcrotum, than in any other part. In fome 
cafes a fingle ftricture only takes place ; but when the 
difeafe has fubfifted for a length of time, we very com- 
monly find the paffage contracted in different parts. 
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Where the urethra is merely drawn together, the 
difeafe feldom extends, at any one part, above the 
eight part of an inch, but where the ftoppage pro- 
ceeds from a fwelling of the fubftance of the urethra 
itfelf, it fometimes extends to the length of an inch. 

From whatever caufe the ftricture may proceed, 
we commonly find that the urethra is affected equally 
all round ; but it is very properly remarked by Mr. 
Hunter, that, in fome cafes, the difeafe feems to be 
fixed entirely on one fide of the palfage, in which 
cafe the canal is thrown over to the oppofite fide. 

This feems to happen only where the obftruction 
is produced by fwelling of the urethra, and not where 
it proceeds folely from contraction. 

Where this unequal diminution of the canal takes 
place, even in one part only, it is obvious that it muft 
add greatly to the difficulty of introducing bougies ; 
and where more than one affection of this kind occurs, 
if they be not exactly oppofite to one another, a kind 
of twifting of the paffage takes place, which renders 
the pafling a bougie impracticable. It muft, however 
be admitted, that inflances of this are rare. 

It is fomewhat remarkable that the formation of 
ftrictures is often fo gradual, that a patient is not 
fenfible of their taking place till the difeafe has been 
of long continuance. Being feldom attended with 
pain till the flow of urine is much impeded, any par- 
tial degree of it paffes without notice, by which they 
are apt to be rendered much more fixed and perma- 
nent than otherwife they w*ould be. The patient, in- 
deed, has feldom any fufpicion of ftrictures, till the 
furgeon, for his own fatisfaction, where Gleet con-' 
tinues more obftinate than ufual, propofes to intro- 
duce a bougie. Gonorrhoea having given rife to the 
Gleet, any difficulty that occurs to the paffage of the 
urine is confidered to arife from the fame caufe ; and 
thus a great length of time often elapfes before any 
fuch examination is made as can with certainty lead 
to a difcovery. 

This proves often, in its confequences, highly dif- 
trefsful, and ought therefore to be as much as poifi- 
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ble guarded againft ; for ftrictures, by long continu- 
ance, become much more firm, as well as more ex- 
tenlive, than they were at firft, by which they be- 
come much more difficult to cure. Cafes which at 
firft would have yielded almoft to the firft attempt 
with bougies, are, by delay, often rendered fo obfti- 
nate that nothing will remove them but the moft exact 
application of bougies being continued for a great 
length of time. 

In all cafes, therefore, in which there is the leaft 
caufe to fufpect that ftrictures may exift, an examin- 
ation mould be made with bougies. But as patients 
themielves are apt to be deceived upon this point 
practitioners ought, in every inftance, to lead their 
attention towards it. In different parts of this work 
we fhall have occafion to fee that Gleet is frequently 
kept up by ftrictures ; fo that whenever a running 
becomes in any unufual degree obftinate, if there be 
not fome other evident caufe for it, a trial with a 
bougie fhould be propofed. This, however, is fel- 
dom attended to ; by which much unneceffary trou- 
ble, as well as lofs of character, falls upon the practi- 
tioner, while the patient is made to fuffer a great deal 
of mifery which might have been prevented. 

We have already had occafion to remark that the 
ftrictures of which we are now fpeaking are confe- 
quences of Gonorrhoea ;but in what manner they are 
produced by Gonorrhoea is perhaps difficult to explain. 
They have been attributed chiefly to ulcers induced 
by the difeafe, and to inflammation, 

At one period I was induced to fuppofe, chiefly from 
the information I had from books, that ftrictures were 
in moft inftances produced by ulcers. But from more 
frequent opportunities of obferving the feat of Go- 
norrhoea after death, I am now convinced that ulcers 
very feldom take place here, by no means fo frequent- 
ly as ftrictures, the difeafe they are fuppofed to pro- 
duce. It fometimes indeed happens, that the mem- 
brane of the urethra covering ftrictures, is found in 
a ftate of tendernefs, or of cycoriation, but not com- 
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pletely ulcerated. This appears too to be the effed 
of the difeafe rather than the caufe of it, It feems 
to proceed, in fome degree, from the tumefaction of 
the membrane of the urethra, which often occurs in 
ftri&ures and in fome meafure from the acrimony of 
the matter which thefe very ftrittures produce. 

When ulcers are met with in Gonorrhce, they are 
in moft inftances, I believe, produced by the rupture, 
of one or more blood-veflels. If it be not at the ve- 
ry point of the urethra, they never proceed from the 
matter of Lues Venerea. Now we can fcarcely ima- 
gine that any ulcer which the rupture of a blood-vef- 
fel in the urethra could probably produce, would be 
of fuch depth or magnitude as to be attended with a- 
ny important confequence of this kind. Neither are 
hemorrhages from the urethra frequent ; nor have I 
found that ftriftures have been particularly apt to hap- 
pen, even where haemorrhages have taken place in 
an alarming degree. 

I confider it, therefore, as decided, that ftri&ures 
in the urethra feldom or never proceed from ulcers. 
Inflammation, when violent, may certainly tend to 
produce them ; and I think feveral inftances have 
fallen within my own obfervation where this aCtually 
happened. I do not fuppofe, however, that this is 
fuch a frequent caufe of ftri&ures as is commonly ima- 
gined, nor do I agree with thofe who think that in- 
jections often produce them. 

As it was obferved, that ftri&ures were, in fome 
inftances, induced by inflammation, and injections be- 
ing fuppofed, by thofe who are prejudiced againft 
them, very apt to inflame the urethra, it was long 
ago aflerted, and has lince by many been believed, 
that they tend more frequently than any other caufe, 
to produce ftri&ures. This, indeed, is held forth as 
the moft important obje&ion to the ufe of injections, 
and were it in any degree well founded, I admit that 
it would be aftrong reafon for laying this remedy en- 
tirely afide : for however defirable it may be to have 
the running in Gonorrhoea quickly carried off, and 
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; however efficacious injections may be, no practitioner 
would advife them were it to be with the rifk of induc- 
ing fuch a formidable difeafe as ftrictures often are. 

Where ftrong ftimulating injections are ungardedly 
ufed, fuch a degree of inflammation may thus be in- 
duced as may be productive of the moft pbftinate tinc- 
tures. But this is not the fault of the remedy, as I have 
elfwhere obferved, being entirely the effect of an impro- 
per application of it. We might with equal propriety 
condemn the ufe of fome of our moft effectual and fafeft 
medicines, merely from an over-dofe having done harm. 

Inftead of injections being a frequent caufe of ftric- 
tures, I have much reafon to think that they are more 
effectual than any other remedy in preventing them. Al- 
though I have admitted that ftrictures are fometimes 
produced by fevere degrees of inflammation, I do not 
confider this as a frequent occurrence. Strictures I con- 
ceive to be moft frequently the conlequence of a ftate 
directly the reverfe of inflammation. In a great propor- 
tion gf cafes they will be found to take place, where, 
either from no injection being ufed, or from fome other 
caufe, the difcharge has gone on to a very unufal length, 
where all fymptoms of inflammation were gone long 
before, and where nothing but a Gleet remained. At 
leaft this has been very generally the refult of my ob- 
fervation, and, I believe, it will be admitted by all who 
have paid attention to the point in queftion. I therefore 
conclude from this, as well as from the appearances which 
thef'e parts exhibit on diiiection, that this variety of ob- 
struction proceeds moll frequently from a ilate of mor- 
bid relaxation or debility, induced in thefe parts of the 
membrane of the urethra upon which the inflammation 
at firft fixes with moft violence, and from which the fub- 
fequent difcharge is in a great meafure produced. 

Where ftriclurefucceeds immediately to inflammation, 
it appears to be that variety of it in which the urethra 
is compreffed, or tied, as it were, with a cord : but 
wh re it does not appear till the inflammation fubfides, 
and the difcharge has been of long duration, the fub- 
ftance of the urethra is found, at thofe parts where the 

T 
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ftrictures exift, fpongy, foft, and prominent, bearing 
every mark of having completely loll its tone. 

The exiftence of this variety of ftricture being as- 
certained, and it will not be confounded with any other 
difeafe where the obfervations contained in the pre- 
ceding parts of this fection are kept in view, our next 
object is to fix upon the method of cure. 

While the opinion prevailed of ftrictures being moft 
frequently produced by ulcers in the urethra, as this led 
to the fuijpicion of their being connected with Lues Ve- 
nerea, mercury was advifed in almoft every inilance. 
Mercurial ointment was regularly rubbed upon the feat 
of the difeafe, in order to diflblve the caufe of the ob- 
ftruction, and the patient was put under a falivation, 
with a view to the fafety of his conftitution. 

As this was the prevailing practice of our beft furge- 
ons, both here and in other parts of Europe, when I 
entered upon buiinefs, I was neceffarily led to adopt it ; 
but late experience having fhewn that mercury is never 
neceftary in the cure of ftrictures, I have now for .many 
years part laid it altogether afide. Nay, I readily own 
that I never knew any advantage derived from it, while 
in many inilances, when long perlifted in, it evidently 
did harm. 

It will not be imagined, that during this late period 
of time, mercury was ever alone depended upon for the 
removal of ftrictures in the urethra. Bougies were then 
very generally employed ; but mercury, for the reafon 
I have mentioned, was always advifed along with them. 
Bougies had long been known to practitioners, but they 
were fo coarfely formed, and their application lo little 
underftood, that fcarcely any advantage was derived 
from them, till Mr. Uaran, about fiity years ago, brought 
-them into more general notice. By forming them with 
care, and introducing them with addrefs, Mr. Daran 
had the credit of giving us the only remedy upon which 
we can place any dependence for the cure of ftrictures. 
At leaft we are certainly in a great meafure indebted to 
him for bringing them into general ufe. 

It is true that Mr, Daran attributed virtues to his 
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bougies which they did not pofTefs. Being much inter- 
efted in the fale of them, he wilhed to throw a myitery, 
over their compofition. They acted chiefly, he laid, by 
their fuppurative quality : in coniequence of which, ana 
by the great diicharge of matter which they produced, 
tumours, and other caufes of obftruction in the urethra, 
were, he alledged, diifolved by them, which could never 
other wife have been removed. The confidence with which 
this was afferted, by a man of Mr. Daran's experience, 
and the confiderabie difcharge of purulent-like matter 
which ufually accompanies the life of bougies, gave 
weight to an opinion which at kit came to be very 
generally adopted. 

We now know, however, that it is not by exciting a 
difcharge of matter that bougies act in the cure of ftrio 
tures. Even the mildeft bougie we can employ, when 
kept in the urethra for an hour or two, is covered with 
a kind of matter on being withdrawn ; but this happens 
as readily where the urethra is found as when it is ob~ 
ftructed in various places, and it proceeds entirely from 
the natural mucus of the paifage being increaied in quan- 
tity, and fomewh at altered in appearance, by the irritation 
excited by the bougie.. 

Even admitting the obflrucled parts to be more par- 
ticularly acted upon, and a greater diicharge of matter 
exeked from them than from the other parts of the 
urethra, and which Mr. Daran afferted to be the ctfc 
under his management of the bougie, ftill this would 
not account for the removal of excrefcences ;. for v e 
know, from daily obfervation, in other parts of the body, 
that the whole furface of excrefcences of a iimilar natu e 
to thofe which Mr, Daran fuppofes to take place here, 
may be kept in a flate of complete ulceration, and a great 
quantity of matter difcharged from them for a great 
lenght of time, without any diminution of their fize. 

Bougies, in the cure of thefe itriclures, feem to act 
foiely by preffure, and the fupport which they aftbrd to 
the dileafed parts. If a bougie, of fufikient firmnefs, 
exactly or nearly the fize of the urethra in its contrac- 
ted itate, be pailed at firft, and others of a larger fize afc: 
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terwards introduced, we know from experience, that if 
done with caution, no harm will enfue, and that the ftric- 
ture for which it was employed, will thus, in a gradual 
manner, be removed, merely by the preiTure of the 
bougie. 

In this view, our chief object, in the forming of bou- 
gies mould be, to give them a firmnefs fufficient to afford 
fupport to the parts which we wifti to comprefs, and a 
fmoothnefs and flexibility which will admit of their being 
introduced and retained in the urethra with the greateft 
poflible eafe. 

Numbers 34, 35, 36, and 37, in the Appendix, con- 
tain prefcriptions for bougies of different colours and 
confidences, with fome directions for the method of pre- 
paring them ; but the exatl: formation of bougies being 
a matter of the firft importance, and this being only to 
be acquired by extenfive experience, it is better for fur- 
geons to procure them from thofe whofe fole profeflion 
it is to make them, than to attempt to form them them- 
felves. 

Befides the forms of plafters mentioned in thefe pre- ' 
fcriptions, other articles have been employed for the 
conftruction of bougies, particularly cat-gut and refma 
elaftica. Of thefe the latter is by much the beft, and for 
all the fmaller kinds of bougie;, I now find it to be pre- 
ferable to the beft bougies of the common kind. Even 
when of the fmalleft fize, it can be made of fuch a degree 
of firmnefs as to admit of being pufhed with confider- 
able force, which is not the cafe with the fmaller kinds 
of common bougies, which are apt to bend, and to be- 
come twifted, although introduced with much care and 
attention. 

The great expence f bougies of this kind has hither- 
to prevented them from being fo generally known as 
they ought to be : befides, they were at firft made fofoft 
that they nearly diiTolved in the urethra on being allowed 
to remain in it for the fpace of an hour or two ; but this 
fault is now fo entirely removed, that I have known them 
remain in the paffage feven or eight hours at once, and 
yet as firm on being withdrawn as when firft introduced. 
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This renders it a valuable article, not only for bougies, 
but flexible catheters. 

This relin has one very effential advantage over every 
compofition that has yet been employed for bougies. It 
does not crack or break while in the urethra, however 
frequently it may be introduced. When the common 
bougies are prepared with much attention, and the com- 
pofition of which they are formed is not too much 
boiled, they may fometimes be ufed two or three times 
with fafety ; but, in moft inftances, they cannot with 
propriety be introduced more than once. Nay, many 
of them, on remaining an hour or two in the paffage, 
are fo much cracked as to excite a great deal of irrita- 
tion and pain even on their firfl introduction, infomuch 
that I have met with different inftances where patients 
had been deterred by this caufe alone from ufing bou- 
gies, the irritation which they excited being fo great as 
to be perfectly infupportable ; while, on having rccourfe 
to thofe formed of refina elaftica, they were found to 
create no kind of uneafinefs. 

Thefe bougies are formed of fine filk, or linen, dip- 
ped in the refin diffolved in 3ether. They were original- 
ly invented by Mr. Thedn, of Berlin, and now are 
made by different artifts in Paris. There is caufe to re- 
gret that the art of forming them is as yet confined to 
a very few, fo that our fupplics have hitherto«been both 
fcarceand uncertain. 

In theufe of bougies the following are the points which 
particularly require attention : 

1. They fliould be provided in fuch numbers, and 
of fuch. variety of fizes, that there may be no doubt of 
as many being at hand as in any cafe may be requifite. 

2. On proceeding to introduce the firfl bougie, c 
fliould be taken to fix upon one of fuch a fize as will 
probably pafs without exciting much pain. It is better 
at firfl to have it rather fmaller than might be made to 
pafs, than be afterwards under the neceflity of with- 
drawing it. Of this we may in general judge by the fize 
offtream in which the urine is obferved to flow. It is 
often indeed found to be forked, and fometimes flat- 
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tened, owing to the form and nature of the ftricTure, bur, 
with fome attention to this circumftance, we may, for 
the moft part, be determined in the fize of bougie that 
will anfwer. 

3. The patient mould be placed in fuch a pofture, as- 
tends, in the moil effectual manner, to relax the urethra. 
He may either be made tofland, with his thighs fepara- 
ted, and his body bent gently forward, or he may be laid 
upon his back,, with his thighs not only feparate, but rai- 
fed. He ought, on no account, to be feated. In fitting the 
urethra is apt to be fo much compreffed that no fpace is 
left for the pafTage of a bougie. I have known feveral un- 
fuccefsful attemps to pafs a bougie from this caufe alone. 

4. The furgeon being feated on the right fide of the 
patient, mould grafp the penis with his left hand, and, 
at the fame time mould draw it gently forward, fo as to 
flretch the urethra to fuch a degree as may prevent it 
from catching the point of the bougie. With the bou- 
gie previoufly well oiled, in his right hand, he mould 
infert the point of it into the urethra, when it muft be 
palled flowly, though firmly on, till it meets with refift- 
ance. Neither mould he defift at once on the ftriclure- 
being met with. It anfwers better to continue to pum on 
the bougie with a due degree of firmnefs, than to with- 
draw it immediately, as is often done. The firit appli- 
cation of a. bougie to the obftru&ion, is very apt to excite 
irritation and fpafm, even in the ftriclure itfelf; and I 
have often thought that this was more eafily overcome- 
by pufhing the bougie on at firft than by any fubfequent 
introduction of it. 

5. A knowledge of the force that may with fafety be 
employed in palling a bougie, can only be acquired by 
experience. The leis violence that is done to the urethra, 
or to the caufe of contraction, the better. Tt cannot, in 
fome cafes, be done without pain, but it fhould never be 
made to force a difcharge of blood. When blood comes 
away, the inflrument mould be inftantly withdrawn : 
for when this takes place, we may always be certain that 
fome parts have been injured which ought not to have 
fuftered, and by continuing to force on the bougie, that 
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there is a confiderable rilk of its forming a new pafTagc 
tor itfelf. 

6. The diftrefs which enfues from a new opening 
being formed by a bougie is apt to be fo great, that no- 
thing mould be omitted that can in any way tend to 
prevent it. When there is caufe to fufpect, from the 
quantity of blood difcharged, that the membrane of the 
urethra is injured, the bougie ought not to be again in- 
troduced for feveral days ; not till there is reafon to 
fuppofe that the wound in the urethra is healed, for, till 
this takes place, it is obvious that it would be very apt 
to renew the injury. 

7. As bougies ought all to be of a conical form, they 
mould not be pufhed farther at firft than freely through 
the firft obftruclion, otherwife the contracted part is apt 
to be torn open with too much force. It anfwers better 
to proceed gradually, and to increafe the fize of the bou- 
gie, or to pufh one of the fame fize farther on, in fuch a 
manner, as may avoid every rifk of injuring the mem- 
brance of the urethra. 

It is true that cures will be obtained where bougies 
have been introduced with much violence ; where vio- 
lent pain, accompanied with hxmorrhagy, has been ex- 
cited : but this is a practice, which, for the reafons I have 
mentioned, ought never to be adopted. 

8. The bougie being introduced, fome attention is re- 
quired to prevent it from flipping altogether into the 
urethra, as well as for retaining it in the depth at which 
it is inlerted. We obtain the firft of theie objects by 
bending the end of the bougie, which, for this pur- 
pofe, fhould be left at leaft half an inch out of the ure- 
thra ; and the ufual method of retaining a bougie in it 
place is, by tying a piece of foft cotton thread to the end of 
it, and fixing it with this either directly to the penis, by 
palling it once or twice round about the glans, or con- 
necting it to the circular belt of a common fufpenfory 
bandage. But the moit eflecTual method, as well as the 
ealieft, which I have tried, is fitting the penis with a 
(mail bag or pouch of cotton or linen. The bougie being 
introduced with its end bent down, the bag mull be put 
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over the penis, and being fixed with two pieces of tape 
"to a circular belt round the body, the bougie is in this 
manner eafily retained. 

Common bougies being of no great value, may be 
cut of fuch a length as to leave half an inch or fo out of 
the urethra, for the purpofe of bending down in the 
manner I have mentioned ; but thole of the elaftic gum 
mould be kept of every variety of length, from three or 
four inches to nine or ten ; and being eafily formed with 
a knob at the large end, they are thus, in the moil cer- 
tain manner, prevented from flipping in. 

When this caution has been neglected, and when a bou- 
gie is thereby allowed to Hip completely into the urethra, 
it is lbmetimes, by the aukward attempts of the patient, 
forced altogether into the bladder. 

In this fituation, it cannot be removed but by cutting 
into the bladder, as is done in the operation of lithoto- 
ny, and extracting it with forceps. But while the bougie 
continues in any part of the urethra it may be taken out 
by an operation of much lefs importance and hazard. 

When the end of the bougie can be feen, it may with 
fome care and attention be laid hold of with a fmall hook,, 
or with narrow-bladed forceps, fuch as are ufed for ex- 
tracting Hones that fix near to the end of the urethra. 
But when it has palled fo far in, that it cannot be perceiv- 
ed, this method of extraction will not fucceed._ 

In this cafe it can only be got out by making an in- 
cifion upon it dire&ly into the urethra. The fkin mould be 
firft drawn back, when a cut mould be made through the 
teguments and urethra at once, of at leaft half an inch 
iniength, when, if the end of the bougie can be laidhold 
of, it may be taken out at this opening ; or if this be 
not prcticable, it may be pufhed forward till the end 
of it pafies out at the end of the urethra. This may be 
.done either with fmall forceps or pliers, or by flicking a 
pin into the bougie at the opening, and pufhing it flowly 
on. Thq wound for the mofl part heals eafily. 

10. The circumfhmces which next requires attention 
" in the ufe of bougies is, the time they mould be allowed 
to remain in the urethra, and the frequency with which 
they fliould be introduced. 
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As bougies act, perhaps, entirely in the cure of ftric- 
tures by the preffure which they afford, and prove chiefly 
ufeful by the total change of ftricture which they induce 
in the parts to which they are applied, they muft neceffa- 
rily require a confiderable time for effecting this. The 
longer, therefore, that they are retained in the urethra, 
the fooner this will be accomplished. But while we attend 
to the removal of the ftriclure, care muft be taken to 
prevent injury by their exciting too much irritation. 
This, indeed, is the circumftance by which we ought to 
be chiefly directed. It may be laid down as a general rule 
that bougies may be retained in the urethra as long as 
they excite no pain or irritation ; while, in every in- 
stance, they mould be withdrawn as foon as much pain 
is produced by them. 

At firft they can feldom be allowed to remain longer 
than half an hour at once ; but, on the urethra being for 
fome time accuftomed to receive them, they may, for 
the moft part, be left in it for feveral hours ; and this 
may be repeated once and again during the courfe of 
the day. 

j 1 . During the time that bougies remain in the -ure- 
thra the patient Ihould be prevented from walking or 
moving more than is abfolutely neceffary. This is not 
ufually attended to with neceffary ftrictnefs, by which 
many are prevented from deriving that advantage from 
bougies which otherwife they would receive. 

In walking, with a bougie in the urethra, the irritation 
induced by it is at all times confiderable ; but this, more 
efpecially, when common bougies are employed. The 
motion in walking is apt to crack and break the plafter 
of which they are formed, which renders their furfaces 
rough and unequal, by which it is obvious that much 
harm muft be done. 

12. In order to obtain the advantage of perfect reft 
while bougies are introduced, we are advifed by many 
to employ'" them only at bed time, and to allow th^n to 
remain in the paffage during the night. This may anfwer 
when the patient is not liable to nocturnal erections, but 
where thefe are apt to occur it ought never to be per- 

V 
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mitted. I have known feveral inftances of much pain 
and inflammation induced by it. It may, in fbme circum- 
ftances, be more convenient to apply bougies during the 
day, but it is evident that it may be done with more 
fafety. 

13. To admit as long a retention as pofiible of bou- 
gies in the paffage, fome have alledged, that the patient 
may, with fafety, be allowed to void urine while they re- 
main in it. I have known this done, and no harm enfue, 
where the urine was paffed ilowly, and with much cau- 
tion : but I have alio known the attempt do much harm, 
and, as the trouble of introducing the bougie a fecond 
time is not equal to the hazard of allowing it to remain, 
I always advife it to be withdrawn on a defire to void 
urine taking place. 

Befides the pain and inflammation which want of at- 
tention in this matter is apt to induce, and erections oc- 
curing during the introduction of bougies have likewife 
this effett, I have known different inftances of its appear- 
ing to lay the foundation of fpafmodic affections of the 
urethra, which afterwards proved very obftinate, even 
after the original ftrictures were removed. 

14. By gradually increafmg the fize of the bougie, the 
ftri&ure through which it is paffed will at laft be remov- 
ed ; but before it is entirely deftroyed, it will be proper to 
pufh forward the bougie, to difcover whether there is any 
other caufe of obftruction or not. It is better, however, 
not to make the attempt till the opening through the 
firft is confiderably enlarged, when it will much more 
readily fucceed. 

Whatever other ftrictures are difcovered, they muft be 
managed in the manner we have advifed for the firft ; 
the bougie muft, if pofiible, be made to pafs through 
them all, and the fize of it gradually increafed till the 
urethra is opened to its complete, natural fize. 

1 5. In palling bougies for this purpofe, it has been a 
poL-t indifpute,whether they fhould be carried the length 
of the bladder, and allowed to remain in it or not. I am 
decidedly of opinion that; they fhould be paffed completely 
into the bladder, as foon as this can be done, in order to 
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difcover the utmoft extent of the flricYures ; but I alfo 
think that they mould never be allowed to remain in 
the bladder. The common bougies are fo apt to crack, 
and pieces of the plafler to fall off, that this might very 
poflibly happen from their being immerfed in urine ; 
and we all know, that if a par dele Ihould drop, not fmall 
enough to pafs off with the urine, that it would proba- 
bly ferve as a nucleus for a ftone. This would not fo 
readily happen with bougies of elaftic gum ; but even 
thefe, where there is fo much hazard, ought not to 
be truftcd, particularly as there is no real necefll- 
ty for it in the management of ftriaures ; for it is 
found upon diffection, that they are always feated an- 
terior to the neck of the bladder. They are often in the 
membranous part of the urethra ; but they have, per- 
haps, never been met with in the proftate gland, I mean 
in the urethra as it paffes through this gland. 

It muff be admitted that the urine is often obltructcd 
by affe&ions of this'gland ; by inflammation, as well as by 
a more indolent kind of fwelling, to which, as we have 
elfewhere had occafion to fee, it is fometimes liable. But 
this variety of obftruaion, inftead of being removed by 
bougies, is always injured by them. We are lometimes 
under the neceflitv of palling a catheter, even during an 
inflamed ftate of the proftate gland ; but this mould only 
be done for drawing off the urine when it has been 
completely fuppreffed. When the gland has been for 
fome time fwelled in fuch a manner as to create a ftop- 
pao-e to the flow of urine, it is obvious, from its firmnefs, 
that bougies cannot remove it, while, by the irritation 
which they excite, they never fail to do harm. 

16. Befides the length of time which bougies Ihould 
be kept inferted daily, it is an object of importance to 
determine at what period they may, with fafety, be laid 
afide. This, I muft acknowledge, is difficult to do, as it 
depends upon a variety of circumftances with which it 
is impoffible, at all times, to be acquainted. Even where 
the ftricture is fo completely removed that bougies pafs 
with eafe, and the urine is voided in a full ft ream, 
the difeafe is apt to recur if the bougiesjje too foon left 
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off. They fliould, in every in ftance, be worn for a confi- 
derable time after ail appearances of ftricture are gone, 
and the more obllinate the difeafe has been, the longer 
they mould be continued. 

Even after a patient conliders himfelf as fo entirely 
well that he may conceive no hazard to enfue from the 
farther ufe of bougies being entirely dropped, ftill he 
ought to have them, at all times, in his pofleflion, fo as to 
be able, on the leaft return of obstruction, to employ 
them inftantly. This is a precaution not often adverted 
to, but which ought never to be disregarded by aily 
who has fuffered in this manner : and I think it the 
more neceffary to infift upon it, from feveral inftances 
having fallen within my own knowledge of the moft 
diltreisful confequences enfuing from a neglect of it. It 
is more particularly proper for all people, in this fitua- 
tion, going upon a journey, to be well provided with 
bougies j for, when from home, they cannot always rea- 
dily meet with them, while, at the fame time, they are 
more expofed to the various caufes moil apt to excite a 
a return of the difeafe. Thefe particularly are, expofure 
to cold and dampnefs ; much fatigue, whether on foot, 
horfeback, or in a carriage ; and excels in wine and fpi- 
rituous liquors. 

All of thefe caufes act with iuch certainty in inducing 
a return of affections of this kind, that I have feldom 
known them fail where people have been much expofed 
to them ; and, in moft iniiances, their effect is perceived 
ibon after their application. I have known a perlon, who, 
after being completely cured of ftrictures, for feveral 
years, has been feized with a very hazardous and painful 
return of the diforder, in the courfe of an hour or two 
after being much expofed to a cold, eaft wind. It is par- 
ticularly apt to occur from violent exertion on horfe- 
back, and from being much overheated with wine ; 
more efpecially from excels in port wine. 

A return of ftricture is alfo apt to arife from the urine 
being, at any time, too long retained after a defire 
takes place to pafs it. This ought always to be guarded 
againft ; but I alfo think* it right to mention, that pati- 
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ents fometimes err in getting into the habit of voiding 
urine too frequently. By yielding immediately to every 
impulfe, fuch a habit takes place that they are apt, from 
this caufe alone, to continue, during life, to pafs it every 
hour or two. This proves not only very inconvenient, but 
it is alfo apt to induce a contracted ftate of the cavity of 
the bladder, together with a thickening of its coats, its 
fall difteniion, which naturally ought to occur from time 
to time, being thereby prevented. Hence it is a matter of 
no finall importance for patients, in this iltuation, to ob- 
ferveasjufta medium as can be done between the two 
extremes which we have mentioned. 

On the lead return of ftricture being perceived, what- 
ever the caufe may be, a bougie fhouid be immediately in- 
troduced. The patient, if he is plethoric, mould be blood- 
ed in proportion to his ftrength ; his bowels ihould be 
opened with a gentle laxative, or with a clyfter ; and he 
mould be keDt. in bed till the violence of the difeafe be 
removed. In this manner I have known the moft formi- 
dable attack foon carried off, while, from treating them 
with inattention, even the moft trifling fymptoms have 
been rendered fevere, and in the higheit degree obilinate. 

The hidden and unexpected manner in which patients 
are often attacked with a return of thefe affections, has 
given caufe to fufpect that they rauft, in fuch iriftances, 
proceed from fpafm. But the obftinacy with which 
they often continue, as well as every other circumftance 
attending them, renders it obvious, that, in a great pro- 
portion of cafes, they proceed from caufes of a more per- 
manent nature than fpafm is almoft ever found to be. 

17. We have hitherto been fuppofing that the ftric- 
tures are of fuch a nature as to permit a bougie to be 
pafied with no great difficulty ; in which cafe, no doubt 
can be entertained of our being able, by perfeverance, 
either to accomplifh a cure, or to afford at leaft very ef- 
fectual relief, and to prevent any alarming obftruction 
from taking place to the paffage of the urine ; for howe- 
ver bad a ftricture may be, if bougies of a fmall flze can 
be paffed at firft, we may always be able, as I have already 
obferved, in a gradual manner, to introduce thofe of a 
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larger fize. But frequently, either from the paffage being 
contracted to a very fmall fize, or from the ftricture be- 
ing altogether on one fide of the urethra, by which the 
paifage is thrown pver to the oppofitc one, after a vari- 
ety of attempts we find no progrefs made, or if any thing 
is gained, it is fo inconfiderable as to afford no kind ot 
relief. This proves always very difpiriting to the patient, 
and is apt to difpofe practitioners not much verfant in 
this branch of bufinefs to defift from all further trials : 
confidering the difeafe to be incurable, they prefcribe a 
courfe of palliatives, which, for the moft part, avail little, 
while the only remedy from which advantage could be 
expected is deferted. 

This ought never to be done, at leaft it ought never to 
come on the part of the practitioner, nor can any thing 
warrant the meafure but the patient himfelf being deter- 
mined againft the farther application of bougies. This, 
from impatience and difappointment, is apt to happen ; 
but it ought, at all times, to be as much as poflible refitt- 
ed. Even in the moft e.jftinate obftrucKon -that occurs, 
if the paffage be not altogether obliterated, a furgeon of 
experience will fcarcely fail, if he be not prevented by 
the impatience or timidity of his patient from periever- 
ing for a due length of time. 

18. When there is caufe to fufpect that the paffage is 
thrown over to one fide of the urethra, by the ftricture 
being fixed in the other, a point in which we may fome- 
times be determined by external examination with the 
fingers, and moft frequently by the feelings of the pati- 
ent, the extremity of the bougie fhould be flightly curv- 
ed or bent before being inferted, and the point of it be- 
ing turned towards that fide where the paflage^ls under- 
stood to be, if carried on in this direction, we will fome- 
times fuccced, when various attempts have failed in the 
ufual manner. It will be readily fuppofed that the cur- 
vature given to the bougie mutt be very inconfiderable ; 
but even the flighteft will fometimes give it the directi- 
on which we wifh it to take, while it does no prevent 
it from palling, with fuflicient eafe, along the urethra, 

19. In the introduction of a bougie it ought to be 
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kept firm between the finger and thumb of the right 
hand, and pufhed gradually forward till it reaches the 
ftricture ; but, when it has got this length, it commonly 
anfwers better to twirl it between the finger and thumb, 
taking care to pufh it gently forward at the fame time. 
At leait. I often fucceed in this manner when the ufual 
method of pufhing it directly on, has failed. 

20. I have already obferved that no more force mould 
be ufed in the introduction of a bougie than is merely 
neceflary for making it pafs j but it is proper to remark, 
that, in the hands of a furgeon of experience, much more 
force may with fafety be applied than others can, with 
any propriety, venture to employ. By pufhing a bougie 
ilowly and gradually forward, we often force it through 
ftricturcs without any difcharge of blood taking place, 
while much pain and laceration is fometimes produced 
even by lefs violence, when applied in a hurried or quick 
manner. 

21. When we find upon trial that a fmall bougie, near- 
ly the fize of the opening, is made to pafs, no force will 
be afterwards required, if the bougies be gradually in- 
creafed in lize. But when we find, upon repeated trials, 
that the remaining paflage cannot be difcovered, and 
when we therefore mean to employ more force, a bou- 
gie of greater ftrength fhould be ufed in place of the 
Smaller one. The fmall-fized bougies, particularly thofe of 
the common kind, are fo eafily bent that they iliould 
never be employed where much force is required. I have 
known even furgeons of experience pufh forward bou- 
gies of this kind, and concluding that they had palled 
the flri^ire, have carried them on till they imagined 
they had nearly reached the .bladder, when, on being 
withdrawn, they were twilled up in the form of a cork- 
fcrew, having never gone farther than the ftricture. 

With a firm, well-polifhed bougie of elaftic guin,« well 
rounded at the end, and not fmaller than a crow's quiH, 
fuch a force may be applied as will often fucceed when no 
advantage can be derived from thofe of a fmaller lize ; 
and we fhould not be deterred from proceeding, although 
the firfl trials prove unfuccefsful; for we often pafs the 
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ftrichire by perfeverance when no advantage was gained 
at firft. 

I have reafon, indeed, to imagine, from what has hap- 
pened in the courie of my own practice, that few cafes will 
occur which may not ultimately be cured by bougies. 
But when they do, in what manner are we to proceed ? 
When every trial that we dare venture upon with bou- 
gies fails, what are we to do ? This, it is evident, muft 
depend entirely upon the ftate of the parts affected, and 
upon the degree of obftru&ion which takes place. 

If there is ftill fuch an opening left as admits of the 
urine palling off with tolerable eafe, I would advife no- 
thing farther to be done. A patient, in fuch a fituation, 
had better fubmit to the inconvenience of palling it flow- 
ly, and even frequently, than to the operation of remov- 
ing the ftri&ure, which confifts in laying the obftrucled 
part of the urethra open, and in the frequent introduc- 
tion of a bougie during the procefs of the reunion of the 
divided parts. This, however, is an operation of much 
importance : it is attended with fo much pain, and with 
fuch uncertain fuccefs, that no praftitioner of experi- 
ence would recommend it while the urine is not totally 
obftru&ed ; and long before this could probably happen 
the fituation of the parts lying between the ftriclure and 
the bladder is commonly fuch as to induce the patient to 
fubmit more readily to any operation that may be necef- 
fary than he ever would have done in a more early flage 
of the diforder. Whenever the ftriclure occaflons much 
difficulty to the flow of urine, that part of the urethra 
lying between the ftriclure and bladder, is neceffanly dif- 
tended on every attempt to void urine. Thi^afrequent 
jlretching at laft weakens the lining membrane of the 
urethra ; the urine is at firft in fmall quantities, and af- 
terwards in larger, forced into the furrounding cellular 
fubftance : this, forming one or more fmall tumours, at 
laft burfts out through a correfponding number of open- 
ings, either in the perineum, or in the cellular part of 
the fcrotum. At leaft this is the ufual progrefs of fuch 
tumours when the ftrictures in the urethra, by which 
they were produced, cannot be removed. 
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This is the mo ft frequent caufe of the difeafe we have 
ly had occafion to mention, Fiftula in Perineo, in 
h tiie urine continues to flow out at the newly forc- 
ed openings, as long as the itridures in the urethra are 
-ed to remain, and which accordingly, as we have 
ly obfer*e£, makes the patient eaiily fubmit to 
wharevT m ly be neceffary for removing them. In fuch 
ctrcu nftahces nothing will prove fuccefsful if the difeaf- 
e ! pact's be not freely laid open. A ftaff being introduc- 
ed the length of the ftri&ure, and a fmall probe palled 
in at one of the openings, and carried to the oppofite 
fide of the ftricture, the intermediate fpace mould be 
laid ooen by an incifion in the direction of the urethra. 
In this manner the caufe of obstruction will be difco- 
l and removed, and the other finufes communicat- 
ing with the urethra being likewife laid freely open, a 
cure even of the worft cafes that occur, may thus be 
frequently obtained. To enter more fully into the con- 
fi deration of this operation, and of the after treatment 
of the fores would here be improper, as it would extend 
this article to too great a length. It could not be done 
with predion and clearnefs without entering upon the 
general doctrine of fiftula, ant upon different methods 
of cure that have been propofed for it ; and as this has 
been done in a different work, I muft now refer to what 
I had then occafion to fay upon it *. 

B Tore concluding the confideration of ftnetures in the 
urethra, I think it neceffiry to notice a method of cure 
that has been prooofed where we fail in the introduction 
of bouoies, the repeated introduction of cauftic into the 
uretli^pith the view of deftroying the caufe by which 
the urichire is oroduced. 

f Hi 5 practice prevailed uowards of a hundred years 
a V bur was foon relinquished. It has lately, however, 
be ;n revived, or rather a propofal made for reviving it, 
bv Mr. Hunter of London, under whofe direction, it is 
to be hoped that it will foon become as generally ufeful as 
we can ever expect it to be. But as I confider this prac- 

* V. Syftem of Surgery, chapters xv and xx. 
X 
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tice as more or lefs hazardous, and not l'kely to prove 
often effectual, I mall briefly ft ate what leads me to form 
this opinion, that others may be on their guard againft 
too implicit an adoption of it. 

The introduction of cauftic into the urethra muft 
prove hazardous from two circumftances, our not be- 
ing able, even with all the pains we can take, to ap- 
ply it to the ftricture alone, without injuring the conti- 
guous parts of the urethra, and the rifk which there 
mufl always be of fome fmall portion of the cauftic 
breaking off and being left in the pafTage. 

Mr. Hunter has indeed invented a very neat appara- 
tus for the introduction of cauftic. It confifts of a filver 
tube, open at both ends, nearly the thicknefs of a com- 
mon catheter, with a port-crayon, fomewhat longer than 
the tube, into which the cauftic is fixed. A ftillette, with 
a perfectly-round end, is firft palled through the tube, 
and if it be exactly fitted to the end of it, the two toge- 
ther may be carried with perfect eafe along the urethra till 
they come in contact with the ftricture, when the ftillette 
to be withdrawn, and the port-crayon, with the cauftic fix 
ed in it, introduced. The cauftic being applied to the ftric- 
ture for about the fpace ofea minute,muft be withdrawn 
along with the inftrument, and this muft be repeated 
every two or three days till the caufe of obftrudion is 
removed. 

This, from defcription, appears perfectly fimple, and 
of eafy execution : but notwithftanding the ingenuity 
of the invention, it is obvioufly liable to the two ob- 
jections which I have mentioned. We know even where 
parts are uncovered, and therefore immediate under 
view, that it is exceedingly difficult to deftroy difeafcd 
parts with cauftic, without injuring the contiguous found 
parts. In the urethra, therefore, where we receive no 
advantage from the eye, and where the flighted devia- 
tion of the inftrument may fix the cauftic upon the ure- 
thra itfelf, inftead of the ftricture, there muft evidently 
be a good deal of hazard from this circumftance alone, 
independent of the chance of injuring the contiguous 
parts merely by the fpreading of the cauftic, admitting 
jt. to be applied with all manner of exactnefs. 
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Befides, as the fize of cauftic that can be paffed in 
this manner is neceflarily very fmall, there mult always 
be fome hazard of its flipping out or breaking off, an 
occurrence from which the higheft deg:ee of diftrefs 
would enfue ; for it could not be extracted, and dilution 
could not be employed with fuch effect as to prevent it 
from doing a great deal of mifchief. 

Another very important objedion occurs to this prac- 
tice. A great proportion of all ftri&ures, perhaps nearly 
ninety of a hundred, are feated beyond the curve of the 
urethra, to which an inftrument fo ftreight as a tube act- 
ing as the conductor of another body ought to be, can- 
not be carried. But Mr. Hunter, forefeeing the diffi- 
culty, has endeavoued to remove it by propofing that 
the end of the tube mould be flexible, and of the fame 
form with the common flexible catheter of filver. But 
this, while it apparently adds to the ingenuity of the in- 
vention, renders it evidently more hazardous. The fmall 
point of cauftic contained in the port-crayon will be more 
apt to be broken or loofened in palling through a curv- 
ed tube than through a ftreight one, while it will not be 
poflible to apply it "to any one point with fuch firmnefs 
and fteadinefs. p 

But even admitting that cauftic may with latety be 
conveyed to ftrictures in the urethra, yet, in tnofe cafes 
which do not yield to the ufe of bougies, the obitruchon 
is o-enerally of confiderable extent, and the quantity of 
cauftic neceffary for removing it fo great, thatthe conti- 
guous found parts of the paffage mult be much injured, 
whatever care and attention we beftow in the application 
of fo acfcve a remedy. On thefe accounts, it would ap- 
pear, that for the removal of ftrictures in the urethra, 
the application of cauftic is either impra&icable or un- 
fafe. In all flight obftruftions of the urethra, a degree of 
force may be ufed with bougies, fufficient lor removing 
them. Whenever this can be done, no perfon will doubt 
of the propriety of preferring them to the ufe of cauf- 
tic ; and when the caufe of obftruftion is of fuch ex- 
tent as to render our attempts with bougies unfucceff- 
ful, there will be little or no room to hope that cauftic 



164 Of Deranged Sensations Ch. III. 

will anfwer the purpofe. In other parts of the body we 
all know how difficult it is to remove even the callous 
edges of an ulcer with cauftic. Nay, in many inftances, 
new parts feetn to form before the eichar produced by 
the previous application of the cauftic has come off. I 
have no hesitation, therefore, in faying, that in fn 
affections of the urethra, proceeding to the extent v 
we here fuppoie them to do, cauftic would either be al- 
together inadequate for the purpofe, or muft be 
in fuch quantities as would be attended with a \ 
deal of hazard. 

In all fuch cricumftances, I conllder it as preferable to 
let the difeafe take its ufual courfe. The worft that can 
happen is, the formation of finufes behind the ftricb 
and the discharge of urine from the openings which thefe 
produce. Few patients incline long to fubmit to tb is ; ut 
I conlider the cure of this ftate of the difeafe, by the mode 
of treatment already pointed out, as mere certain, while 
it is obvioufly much lefs hazardous than the means pro- 
pofed for preventing it by the application of cauftic. 



SECT. V. 

Of deranged Senfations in the Bladder y XJrethr a and contiguous 

Parts. 

ON the running and other leading fymptoms of Gon- 
orrhcea becoming moderate, all the others uiuliy abate, 
and the patient, for the moft part, is perfectly yell, loon 
after the dikharge leaves him. 

This, however, is by no means univerfally the cafe, for 
it fometimes happens that a good deal of diftrefs re- 
mains long after the difcharge is completely removed, 
and as the fymptoms which take place in this ftate of the 
difeafe are of a nature which cannot be referred to anv 
particular head, I have judged it proper to fpeak of thera 
in a feparate fection. 

Without any fixed pain, a patient, who, from the dif- 
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charge and other fvmptoms of Gonorrhoea leaving him, 
has caufe to imag it his cure is completed, w?U be 

feized with uneafineis over his loins ; painful 
.;: over ail the region or the bladder, particularly 
ck of it ; ienfe of wearinefs on the region 
le kidneys, which fometiraes becomes much pained ; 
a c> milder alrie degree of une-mueis over the whole courfe 
of the urethra, particularly about the glans, and a pain- 
ful feniation of rolling, and other unuiual motions, in 
the teitlaes. 

In fpme cafes thefe fvmptoms, which ^eem to be confined 
to the organs of urine a ration, take place either 

in whole or in part by themielves, At other times they 
are conjoined with affections of other parts, chiefly with 
thofe of the ftomach an J alimentary canal. In one cafe 
they were accompanied with regular attacks of cholic, 
which had all the appearance, from the violent degree of 
pain which occurred, of proceeding from inflammation, 
but which always fubfided immediately on the fymptoms 
being removed by which it feemed to be induced. In 
different inftances I have known iieknefs and vomiting 
fucceed to that painful uneafinefs to which patients in 
this fituation are fometimes liable in the kidneys. 

Diftrefsful feelings frequently occur in the rectum, 
which give caufe to fufoect, in iome inftances, that they 
proceed from piles, and in others from tumours forming 
in the end of the gut. A painful tenefmus often accom- 
panies thisfet of fymptoms. 

In fome almoft every fymprom occurs which ufually 
takes place in itone in the bladder. A dull, heavy pain 
is felt at the neck of the bladder, which fpreads along the 
urethra, and fixes upon the glans. The patient is diftrei- 
ied with frequent deiire to pafs water, and in paffing it, 
it often ftops fuddenly when coming off in a full ftream. 
In a few cafes fymptoms of paralyfis occur, both in 
the bladder and urethra. The patient at one time finding- 
it difficult, or even irnpoffible, to force the urine out of 
the bladder, while at others, it runs off in drops, without 
his being able to retain it. 

Jhefe unequal ftates of the power of palling and re- 
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taining the urine will fometimes occur alternately, fevcral 
times in the courfe of the fame day ; while at times one 
of them will continue for feveral days together, and at 
laft will difappear fuddenly, after having refifted every 
remedy that had been employed for it. 

It will readily be fuppofed however, that all of thefe 
fymptoms cannot probably occur at the fame time in the 
fame patient, but every pra&itioner mull have met with 
all of them in different patients. 

. At the fame time that they take place with fome varie- 
ty, they likewife occur in very different degrees. In fome 
they are fo flight as merely to excite fome trifling degree 
of uneafinefs, and fo transient, that they come and go fre- 
quently in the courfe of the fame day ; while, in others, 
they are fo fixed and permanent that the patient remains 
in a ftate of conftant diftrefs, and experiences fuch a de- 
gree of it as he is fcarcely able to fupport. 

In women, the bladder, kidneys, and abdominal vifcera, 
are equally liable to be affected as in men ; and they are 
alfo apt to be diftrelfed with uneafinefs about the neck of 
the womb, and bearing-down pains, ftretching to the 
thighs. 

Even in the moft firm-minded people the fymptoms I 
have defcribed prove frequently very diftrefsful ; but 
where the mind is weak, and the imagination eafily af- 
fected, they arrive in fome inftances at the moil: alarming 
height. In whatever degree they may appear, they are 
attributed to the preceding difeafe having either been im- 
properly treated or not completely cured ; and when this 
occurs in a mind prone to fears and anxiety, the diftrefs 
which they are apt to excite, is in fome inftances fo great, 
as can fcarcely from fuch a caufe be fuppofed to exift* 
Whether a courfe of mercury be advifable or not, the pa- 
tient is never fatisfied till this medicine be prefcribed ; 
for he is always afraid that his conftitution will be ruin- 
ed if mercury be omitted. If this proves fuccefsful, or if 
he gets well when under it, he remains completely fatif- 
fied ; but when this does not happen, as is the cafe in 
moft inftances, he then believes that he is incurable, and 
that his fituation is defperate. Every variety of noftrum 
is now had recourfe to : by the effect of thefe, and full 
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more by the agony of mind under which he labours, 
his constitution at laft begins to iufter ; he gradually be- 
comes weaker and emaciated ; and if his life is prolonged, 
it is aimoit always a fcene of anxious inquietude and 
diftrefs. 

The caufe of all or any of thefe fymptoms it is often 
impofltole to explain. Were they to happen chiefly where 
the previous inflammation has run high, or where the 
patient, when under cure, had been particularly apt to 
indulge in venery, excefs of wine, or bodily fatigue, one 
or other of thefe caufes would tend to account for them. 
But this is by no means the cafe. They are met with as 
frequently where the difeafe has been of a mild nature, 
and where it was cured in an eafy manner, as where the 
fymptoms have been fevere and obftinate. Where this 
takes place we are apt to fuppofe that they are moftly, 
if not entirely, of an imaginary nature, and to treat them 
accordingly. This, to a certain degree, may often be pro- 
per, as it may fortify the mind of the patient againft 
thole ill grounded fears to which he might other wife be 
expofed ; but we are not to fuppofe that fymptoms of 
this kind are always ideal, merely from our not being 
able to account for them, or from the previous Gonor- 
rhoea having been of fuch a mild nature as we may ima- 
gine ought not to have produced them. I met with in- 
stances of this, where the previous difeafe was exceeding- 
mild, and where no obvious affection of the parts was 
perceptible, and yet the violence of the diftrefs in fuch 
a degree as kept the patients in a ftate of eonftant mifery. 

Many of the fymptoms enumerated above are fuch as 
are produced by tumours about the neck of the blad* 
der, particularly by affections of the proftate gland, and 
by a contracted ftate of the bladder itfelf. In fuch cafes, 
the caufe of the diieafe is at once rendered obvious by 
examination with the finger in ano ; but at prefent we 
are fuppofing that no organic affection can be difcovered 
either inwardly or outwardly, an occurrence by no 
means uncommon, and in which 1 therefore conclude 
that the fymptoms proceed from a deranged ftate of the 
nerves, produced by the previous affection of the urethra. 
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1 have accordingly arranged all of them under one ge- 
neral head of Deranged Senfations, nor is there cauie, 
from the nature of the remedies found to prove moft 
fuccefsful in removing them, to treat of them ieparate- 
ly, nearly the fame general treatment being found to 
anfwer in all of the 

Before proceeding to enumerate the remedies for affec- 
tions of this kind, 1 may obferve, that although we cannot 
in any crfc fay pofitiyefy what will accomplish a cure, I 
can with certainty lay what will not anfwer. T have al- 
ready remarked, that patients, in this htuation, are apt to 
fufpecf. that their fym Horn's proceed from the previous 
difeafe having been imp] treated. This leads them 

to imagine that a latent poifon is mil lurking in the con- 
ftitution, and mercury being the only certain antidote 
for the venereal poifon, they always in lift upon this be- 
ing prefcribed. Some pracll doners, fti'll entertaining the 
opinion of Gonorrhoea and Lues Venerea proceeding 
from the fame infection, conftder it ftedeffary to prescribe 
mercury for all the conferences of each of them, while 
others are readily prevai I >li citation of 

their patients, to permit wha >ofe it would 

not be in their power to prevent. But from all the expe- 
rience which I have had of it, I am clearly of opinion 
that no advantage is ever derived from it, while, in a 
great proportion of cafes, it evidently does harm. By re- 
laxing the conftitution it renders, it much more irritable 
than it was before, and thus tends to aggravate all fuch 
fymptoms as thofe we are now confidering. 

The remedies upon which we chiefly depend are, 
blood-letting, opiates, warm bathing, bliftcrs, cicuta, 
hyocyamus, electricity, Jehait's bark, and cold bathing. 

When the conftitution is already much reduced and 
debilitated, blood-letting muft neceflarily be inadinifli- 
ble ; but whenever plethora takes place, nothing proves 
more ufeful than blood-letting, both general and local, 
particularly the difcharge of blood from the perineum, 
and parts contiguous to the anus, by the application of 
leeches. In fuch circumftances it removes or leffens irri- 
tability with more certainty than any other remedy. Even 
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where there has been caufe to fufpect a tendency to pa- 
ralyfis in the bladder and contiguous parts, leeches appli- 
ed as near as poflible to the feat of the difeafe have prov- 
ed ferviceable ; nor need we ever hefitate in advifing them 
where the patient is not much emaciated. But the reme- 
dy which, in all affections of this kind, proves moft uni- 
verfally ufeful is opium. It not only fooths and allays the 
prefent diftrefs, but when, by a well judged, timeous ap- 
plication of it, we can, for a week or two together, pre- 
vent the acceffion of pain, we in this manner often ac- 
compiifh a cure. It anfwers the purpofe whether it be 
given by the mouth or in clyfters, but it proves always 
moft effectual when given in fufficient dofes by the anus. 

The external application of laudanum, and of ano- 
dyne balfam, in fome cafes affords relief, particularly 
when conjoined with aether. In thofe deranged fenfations 
which fometimes occur in the perineum -and about the 
neck of the bladder, immediate relief is often obtained 
by rubbing the parts effected with a mixture of warm 
laudanum and aether ; and I have known the fupperffion 
of urine, which occurs from this caufe, relieved in the 
fame manner. 

When opiates fail in procuring relief, or when they 
difagree with the patient, the femicupium fometimes 
fucceeds. Warm fomentations applied to the perineum, 
and over the loins, often prove ufeful ; and the fleams of 
warm vinegar, conveyed with attention to the parts affect- 
ed, have like wife been ufedw r ith advantage. The beft article 
we can employ in fuch cafes for fomentations is a ftrong 
decoction of the heads of poppies. 

Blifters, in all fuch affections, are perhaps the moft ef- 
fectual of all our external applications. It is chiefly, how- 
ever, where the urethra feems to be the feat of the dif- 
eafe that they prove ufeful, and where the neck of the 
bladder is affected with fuch a degree of weaknefs as pre- 
vents the urine from being retained by it. In the former, 
blifters act with moft advantage when applied to the peri- 
neum, and in the latter they fhould be applied to the 
loins. The moft diftrefsful fenfations producd by this 
caufe, and which for many years have obftina,tely refuted 

y 
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every other remedy, have, in fome inftances, been re- 
moved by the application of a bliiter to the perineum. In 
fome cafes one proves fuflicient ; but in others they re- 
quire to be repeated once and again before all the fymp- 
toms difappear. 

Upon the fame principle with blifters, exciting a return 
of the running after it has flopped, or after it has been 
diminiihed in quantity, has at times been productive of 
fome benefit. This may be done by fomenting the penis 
and perineum with warm water, the application of warm 
poultices to the perineum, and by a cautious ufe of bou- 
gies. The practice was probably fuggefted by fymtoms 
of this kind having in fome inftances been removed by 
the patient getting a frefli attack of Gonorrhoea from a 
new infection, different cafes of which I have met with. 

In all fuch inftances, where the inflammation recently 
induced is confiderable, the previous fymptoms are either 
much din inifhed in violence, or entirely removed. 
This would lead to the practice of exciting an inflamed 
ftate of the parts in a confiderable degree, and which 
bougies will never fail to do, if covered with oil of tur- 
pentine, with a fmall quantity of common refin melted 
in it ; but as it is obvious that much harm would enfue 
from this practice being carried any great length, it ought 
to be managed in every inftance with the greateft delicacy 
and attention. 

It may be proper to remark, that it proves chiefly ufe- 
ful where the difeafe is confined to the urethra ; although, 
in fome cafes, it has fuccecdedeven where the bladder and 
kidneys have been affected. 

Where the urine in fuch cafes paffes off involuntarily, 
blifters, we have faid, anfwer with molt certainty when 
applied to the loins. This probably proceeds, from the 
difeafe in thefe inftances raifing, for the moft part, from 
an affection of the bladder itfelf ; but where it proceeds, 
as it may fometimes do, from a tendency to paralyfis in 
the urethra and mufcles connected with it, blifters will 
prove moft ufeful when applied to the perineum. 

Where the urine paffes off in this manner, balfam of 
copaiba, and other aftringent balfams, are ufually given. 
They are fuppofed to aft chiefly by reftoring the tone 
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of fuch parts as appear to be relaxed and weakened, and 
which it is imagined they muft do, from their having 
a peculiar tendency to pafs off by the organs of urine. 
In like manner the internal ufe of cantharides is pre- 
ferred, from an idea of this fymptom depending, in 
every inftance, on a lofs of tone in the parts affected, and 
from our knowing, that in moft cafes, cantharides 
proves a powerful ftimulus both to the kidneys and blad- 
der. 

All of thefe balfams, as well as the common turpen- 
tines, which are not eflentially different, may in all fuch 
cafes be ufed with fafety. In fome inftances they may 
perhaps prove ufeful, and I do not imagine they will ever 
do harm. This, however, cannot be faid of the internal 
ufe of cantharides. In large quantities they act as a poi- 
fon : and even where managed with caution, the princi- 
pal of the practice feems, in fuch caLs as we are now 
fpeaking of, to be doubtful ; for as th^re is caufe to fup- 
pofe that thedifeafe proceeds more frequently from too 
much irritability about the neck of the bladder 
thra, than from any deficiency of tone, there is reafph to 
fear, that by increaiing the fenfibility of the pari 
ed, they would in many inftances be more apt to do 
harm than good. It is therefore proper, previous to the 
internal exhibition of cantharides, to determine with 
accuracy whether the dlfeafe proceeds from real weak- 
nefs or morbid irritability. In the one caie they may 
fometiuies prove ufeful ; in die other they will be apt 
to add to the violence of the difeafe. 

Cicuta has been frequently prefcribed here; and when 
given to fuch extent as to ac r t as an anodyne, it may 
Sometimes prove ufeful. Upon the fame principle, hy- 
ocyamus may with propriety be prefcribed ; but we have 
no reafon to fuppofe that either of thefe articles act in 
any manner in curing the difeafe. As no organic affec- 
tion appears to take place here, they cannot act by dif- 
fplving hard or enlarged parts. Any advantage derived 
from them will therefore be nearly in proportion to the 
anodyne effects which occur from them ; and in this 
view, they may prove ufeful when opiates difagree with 
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the ftomach, as in fuch cir cum (lances it is of confe- 
nce to have it in our power to employ remedies of a 

lilar operation. 

Electricity has now and then given a temporary ^ re- 
lief to fymptoms of this kind. It Ihould be exhibited 
in the form of . fparks drawn from the parts chiefly 
affected, particularly from the perineum, and parts molt 
contiguous to the neck of the bladder. 

It is proper however, to remark, that the fame ob- 
fervations are applicable in advifing electricity that 
were made upon the internal exhibition of cantharides. 
Both of thefe remedies, as well as the application of blif- 
ters to the loins, have been chiefly prekribed, where, in 
affeftions of this nature, the urine paffes off involun- 
tarily, and they are advifed upon the idea of this fymp- 
tom proceeding from paralyfis of the neck of the blad- 
der. But as there is much caufe to imagine that the fre- 
quent difcharge of urine, which patients in this Situation 
are fometimes diftrefled with, proceeds more from irri- 
tability in the neck of the bladder than from real weak- 
nefs, there is realbn to think that electricity, by increas- 
ing the fenfibility of the part affected, and which, in 
many inftances, it evidently does, will rather tend to ag- 
gravate the complaint. 

Blifters, whether applied to the loins or perineum, 
may prove ufeful, not merely by the difcharge which 
they excite, but by the irritation which they produce up- 
on the fkin. There is nothing more certain than our 
being often able to remove pain and irritability from 
one part by exciting it in others. Of this we have fre- 
quent proofs in the application of blifters and other fti- 
mulants, in deep-feated pain in the fide, where the dif- 
trefs is often removed as foon as the fkin becomes warm 
and uneafy, and long before any vefications are produ- 
ced. Sinapifms applied to the feet, have, in feme inftart- 
ces, removed head-ach when every other remedy has 
failed. In like manner blifters feem to operate when ap- 
plied to the perineum, for the removal of thofe fenfations 
to which patients in this fituation are fometimes liable. 
But electricity, as well as the internal ufe of cantharides, 
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by tending to irritate the very parts in which the dif- 
eafe is feated, feem often to increafe the violence of the 
fymptom they were meant to remove. 

By a due perfeverance in the ufe of one or other of 
thefe remedies we commonly fucceed in leffening or even 
in removing the violence of the diitrefs > but as the^ 
fymptoms are apt to recur, even after the patient con- 
fidcrs himfelf as well, it becomes an object of much im- 
portance to obviate this. For this purpofe, nothing proves 
fo effectual as Peruvian bark and cold bathing. A free 
exhibition of the bark mould therefore be prefcribed, 
as foon as the pain and other fymptoms have begun to 
diminifh, and iea-bathing mould be advifed whenever 
it can be obtained. When this cannot be procured, 
cold water mould be applied locally, both to the peri- 
neum and loins. Some advantage is derived from the 
parts being bathed with it, but it proves more effectual 
when forcibly darned upon them. 

An involuntary difcharge of urine, which we have 
already had occafion to fpeak of, proves always trou- 
bleibme; but the diftrefs which it excites, is trifling 
when compared with what arifes from the patient not 
being able to expel it. Even without any inflammation, 
and where no caufe of . obftruction can be difcovered in 
the urethra, a patient will fometimes find it impoffible 
to pafs a fingle drop. This, no doubt, occurs frequently 
from other caufes ; but every now and then we meet 
with it as an evident confequence of irritability in 
the parts chiefly affected in this difeafe. 

All the remedies we have already advifed will be 
equally applicable in the treatment of this fymptom, as 
for the removal of any of the others. Opiates, however, 
and warm bathing, prove chiefly ufeful ; but when re- 
lief is not foon obtained, it becomes neceffary to draw 
the water off with a catheter ; and, as much harm is 
apt to enfue from this being long delayed, it ought to 
be advifed as foon as the bladder appears to be fenfibly 
diftended. 

In fome cafes the introduction of a bougie will prove 
effectual ; and as this gives lefs pain and irritation than 
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the palling of a catheter, it ought in the firft in- 
ftance, always to be preferred. One of the largeft that 
will eafily pafs fliould be made ufe of; and, after allow- 
ing it to remain in the bladder for a few minutes, the 
patient mould be defircd to pafs his water inflantly on 
the bougie being withdrawn. This ought not to be done 
with much force and preffure, otherwife the neck of the 
bladder and urethra arc apt to contract inftantly on 
the bougie being taken out ; while the whole will pafs 
completely off if it can be made to flow eafily at firft, 
along with the bougie. 

When this our intention in employing bougies is 
frustrated, we are under the neceflity of employing the 
catheter ; and, as it is of much importance, in all fuch 
cafes, to prevent irritation as far as it can poflibly be 
done, catheters of refina elaftica fliould be employed, 
inftead of the common inftrument of filver. It not only 
paffes more eafily, but when any difficulty occurs in 
getting it into the bladder, it may, in fome inftances, be 
proper to allow it to remain for a day or two together, 
which can never, with any propriety, be done with ca- 
theters of filver. 

The practice of leaving catheters in the bladder is 
fpoken of by fome with much eafe, and they advife it 
wherever any permanent ftoppage occurs to the urine ; 
but I have in different inftances feen fo much mifchief 
produced by it, that it is a meafure I never advife but 
where much pain and difficulty occurs in the introduc- 
tion of a catheter. In moft inftances, more pain is ex- 
perienced from the inftrument being allowed to re- 
main in the bladder, than ever occurs from its being 
frequently paffed. BefiJes the irritation, which even the 
fmootheft and fofteft inftrument of this kind excites, 
they are apt to prove hurtful by incruftations of calcu- 
lous matter forming upon them, in confequence of de- 
Bpfitions from the urine. There are few people whofe 
uriue is fo free of this kind of matter as to prevent a 
catheter, inferted into the bladder, from becoming- rou^h 
with it in a very fhort fpace of time. This practice, 
therefore, ought never to be adopted but where the 
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greateft difficulty is experienced in introducing the ca- 
theter. 



SECT. VI. 

Of Swellings of the Tcfiicles. 

A Swelling of one of the Teftes is a very frequent occur- 
rence in Gonorrhoea. From the refemblance which it bears 
to a hernia, and from its being fuppofed to proceed from 
the running or humour in Gonorrhoea falling down up- 
on the teftes, it is ufually termed a Hernia Humoralis. 

In fome inftances both tefticles fwell. They feldom, 
however, fwell both at once ; but the fwelling, on leaving 
one tefticle, is very apt to go to the other ; and when both 
have in this manner been affected, they fometimes fwell 
alternately for a confiderable time together. I have known 
this happen for the fpace of a year and upwards, where 
the patient, during the whole period, was never com- 
pletely free of the difeafe. 

In long continued affections of this kind, the pain be- 
comes inconfiderable ; but the firft attack of the difeafe 
is always accompanied with fevere 1 pain. The firft warn- 
ing which the patient receives of it is a very painful fen- 
fation in one of the teftes, ftriking along the fpermatic 
cord, near to the middle of his back. On examining 
the teftes he finds it fwelled, and fo tender that he can 
fcarcely bear it to be touched. He feels himfelf hot, 
and a general uneafmefs prevails over his whole bo- 
dy, particularly over his thighs and abdomen. Neither 
can he move without increasing the violence of every 
fymptom. 

At firft the fwelling is confined to the epididimis ftk. 
the back part of the tefticle feels hard and enlarged ; bu^ 
in a very fhort fpace of time, often in the courfe of an 
hour, the whole body of the tefticle becomes fwelled. 
In this ftate of the difeafe a difference is ftill perceptible 
between the teftis itfelf and the epididimis. The latter is 
hard, and fomewhat unequally fo ; being, for |fie moft 
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part, hardeft and moft prominent at the bottom, where- 
as, a foft uniform fwelling prevails over all the anterior 
part of the tefticle. 

In the progrefs of the difeafe, indeed, even the teftis 
itfelf becomes hard, and if the means employed for pre- 
venting it do not prove fuccefsful, the fwelling of the 
epididimis and teftis together come to form a tumour of 
very confiderable magnitude, accompanied with a red 
inflammatory affection of the fcrotum. 

In this ftate of the difeafe, the pain is often intenfe, ac- 
companied with a very diftrefsful fenfation of the teftis 
moving or rolling about. The fkin is dry and parched, the 
tongue foul, thirft prevails, and the pulfe is full, and 
quick. In fhort, every fymptom takes place which ufually 
attends a high degree of local inflammation. 

There is no period of Gonorrhoea in which this af- 
fection of the teft.es does not occaiionally fupervene. It 
occurs in all ftages of the difeafe ; even towards the end 
of it, when both the patient and furgeon are apt to con- 
sider the cure as nearly complete : and in fome we find 
it take place where no caufe can be afligned for it, where 
neither the degree of the previous inflammation, nor 
the mode of life of the patient, were fuch as could in 
any fatisfaclory manner account for it. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that fwellings of the 
teftis which take place in this manner, feem, for the moft 
part, to be of a very different nature from thofe which 
occur during the virulent ftate of the difeafe, and while 
theinflammation in the urethra is confiderable. The latter 
appear to be altogether inflammatory. The difeafe pro- 
ceeds more flowly to its height or acme. It remains more 
permanently at the fize to which it arrives, and it dis- 
appears more flowly than the others, which come to 
their utmoft height, in fome inftances, in an hour or two 
from the firft approach of the fwelling, and again dif- 
appear with equal rapidity. Thefe I conceive to be part- 
ly inflammatory, and that in part they proceed from that 
kind of fympathy which evidently fubfifts between the 
penis and teftis, and which renders the one very apt to 
fuffer from any difeafe with which the other may be af- 
fected. That fympathy has much influence in the pro- 
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duction of this variety of the difeafe, is obvious from 
the fwelling being apt to leave one teftis, as we have ah 
ready obferved, and to fix, perhaps inftantly, upon the 
other. This does not occur fo frequently as the alternate 
affection of the eyes, from one of them only being at 
firft affected, but every practitioner muft have met with 
instances of it. 

As it is obferved that the running in Gonorrhoea is apt 
to Hop on the firft appearance of a fwelled tefticlc, this 
gave rife to the idea of the affection of the teftis pro- 
ceeding from the matter falling down upon it, in con- 
fequence of being thus obftruclced in its pafiage through 
the urethra. It is now well known, however, that no 
communication fu'ofifts between the urethra and teftes, 
by which matter can pais from the one to the other ; 
nor does the appearance which a fwelled tefticle affords, 
give reafon to imagine that it proceeds from this caufe. 
Inftead of being foft and compreflible, which it neceffarily 
would be were it produced by matter, it becomes daily 
harder, till it arrives at a certain magnitude, when it 
gradually becomes fofter again, but without any fluc- 
tuation of matter being perceived in it. 

There is reafon to imagine, that in moft inftances the 
teftes become affected by the inflammation fpreading 
from the urethra along the vafa deferentia. This has 
been doubted by fome, but without any good reafon 
being afligned for it, nor has any other mode of accoun- 
ting for it been fuggefted. We fee that by the vafa de- 
ferentia a direct communication takes place between the 
urethra and teftes, and the firft appearance of a fwelled 
tefticle commences in the epididymis^ formed as it 
were by the termination of this very line of commu- 
nication. In a great proportion of cafes too, the patient 
is fenfible of a pain 'ftretching from the fwelled tefticle 
along the groin, which we know to be the direct courfe 
of the vas deferens. 

A variety of other caufes might be mentioned, which 
tend to excite inflammation in the teftes in a flmilar 
manner with Gonorrhoea: among thefe are, the irritation 
produced by a ftone in the neck of the bladder ; by the 
irritation on the introduction of a catheter or bougies ; 

Z 
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he inflammation which takes place in thefe parts after 
the operation of lithotomy. A fwelling of one or both tef- 
t not an unfrequent occurrence from all of thefe, par- 
am the latter, and from the ufe of bougies, 
efpecially when they are not properly introduce! ; and 
we fee no manner in which it can be fo readily pro- 
duced as by the irritation excited about the neck of the 
bladder, carried along the vafa deferentia. 

The consequences of fwelling of the teftes, which we 
have moil to dread are, a hardened ftate of the parts 

ly of the epididymis, which, even v. hen one, but 
more certainly when both teftes are fwelled, is apt to 
be followed by impotency ; and a morbid irritability, 
whic Teat as to p event the patient 

for a cor: le time from ufing any kind of exercife, 

and from following the ordinary occupations of life, 
without hazarding a return of the fwelling of the teftes. 
Suppuration in the body of the teftis, from the inflam- 
mation induced by Gonorrhoea, is hardly an object of 
regard, for it does not take place in one of five hun- 
dred cafes. 

But the two circumftances I have mentioned of a per- 
manent hardneis in the epididymis, and that diftrefsful 
irritable ftate of the teftes itfelf, which are apt to fuc- 
ceed to this difeafe, are objects of the firft importance, 
and require an immediate application of every remedy 
that can probably tend to prevent them. Scarcely any 
Occurrence can prove more troublefome or inconveni- 
ent than fweliings of the teftis ; and an enlarged ftate of 
the epididymis, when it takes place in any confiderable 
degree, has, in many inftances, asl have already cbferved, 
the e!' T cct of inducing impotency. To a certain degree, 
a fwelling of the epididymis often continues for a great 
length of time ; in fome inftances, during the life of the 

:nt, without any bad confequence taking place, par- 
ticularly when one tefticie only is affected. But I have 
known lo many inftances of the contrary, and of fuch 
diftrefsful effects enfuing from it, as makes me with 
confidence fay, that nothing fhould be omitted that can 
or might probably tend to prevent or remove it. 
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As we find that all the fymptoms of this difeafe, as 
well as the confequences which enfue from it, are ufual- 
W fevere in proportion to the degree of imflammatibn 
v. ich takes place, it ought to be our view, in every 
inftahce, to prevent this from arriving at any great 
height. This is molt effectually done by blood-letting ; 
erufe of laxatives; opiates; the application of ano- 
dynes and aftfingehts tp the parts affected ; preferving i 
the body in a proper poiture, and fufpending the tefticle. 
Of all thefe remedies blood-letting is the moil effec- 
tual and certain, particularly local blood-letting by the 
application of leeches. In plethoric patients, or where 
the fwelling arrives at any • considerable bulk, blood 
fhouid be taken from the arm in fuch quantities as the 
Strength will permit, while, at the fame time, a number 
of leeches fhouid be applied over the teftis. But in 
weakly- people, particularly where none of the fymp- 
toms are violent, the abstraction of blood by means 
of leeches alone will commonly prove Sufficient. 

The firft application of leeches to a fwelled tefticle 
excites a good deal of unealinefs. They increafe the ir- 
ritability of the parts, and an increafe of the tumour 
feeiris to be induced by them ; but the difcharge has 
feidom continued for the fpace of an hour or two till 
the pain abates, the tenfion, which before was consi- 
derable, becomes much lefs dii'irefsful, and the fwel- 
ling even appears to leffen in bulk, and in the courfe 
of the following day the patient, can allow the parts 
which he could not. previously bear to be touched, to 
be handled with freedom. 

For the moft part one application of leeches, if a 
proper number has been ufed, proves Sufficient ; but 
when any of the fymptoms Still continue fevere 3 parti- 
. cularly when the fwelling does not diminish, when the 
the pain does not leffen,. and when the febrile fymptoms 
do not abate, it becomes in fome cafes neceffary to 
repeat the application of leeches once and again. I think 
it here proper to remark, that we Should never hefi- 
tate in this fituation to take blood with freedom. A 
constitution muSt be delicate indeed that will be injur- 
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ed even with repeated applications of leeches ; and I am 
fatisfied that very important advantages may be derived 
in all cafes of fwelied teftes from a timeous and proper 
ufe of them. 

Abitraction of blood by means of leeches is not on- 
ly ufefulin fhortening the duration of the inflammatory 
fymptoms, but, in confequence of this, it proves fervice- 
able in preventing two very diftrefsful confequences, 
which fwelling of the teftes is very apt to induce, viz. 
that fwelied, indurated ftate of the epididymis which I 
have mentioned, and the raoft frequent variety of hy- 
drocele, formed by ferum collected in the tunica vagi- 
nalis. We have already had occaik r> to remark, that a 
permanent fwelling of the epididymis i;- 5 frequent 

effect of an inflamed tefticle, and 1 have met with feve- 
ral well-marked inftances o f :ele proceeding from 

the fame caufe. That blood-letting in any way, whe- 
ther general or local, will at all times prevent the ac- 
ceflion of thefe fymptoms, I will not pretend to afTert ; 
but, from the remit of much obfervation, I am con- 
vinced that it anfwers this purpofe with more certainty 
than any other remedy that has yet been employed. 

In many fituations leeches cannot be procured ; 
when this h to be the cafe, nearly the lame ad- 

vantage may be derived from fmall punctures being 
made on different parts of the fwelling. The punctures 
-fhould be made with the point of a lancet, and if the 
fcrotum be previoufly immerfed in warm water, nearly 
the fame quantity of blood will be obtained from 
them as from the fame number of leeches. 

As fwelling of the tefticle in Gonorrhoea feems in 
every inftance to proceed from the irritation excited in 
the urethra, it is an object of the firft importance to 
remove every caufe that can in any degree tend to irri- 
tate either the urethra or contiguous parts. Hence, 
where coftivenefs prevails, gentle laxatives prove parti- 
cularly ufeful. I have known different inftances of har- 
dened fceces collected in the rectum inducing fweliings 
of the teftes ; and nothing tends more certainly than 
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this to keep up the difeafe, by whatever caufe it may 
at firft have been induced. But although coitivends is 
to be guarded againft, we are, for a fimilar reaforn, to 
fhun the oppofite extreme. Strong purgatives always 
excite much irritation in the rectum, and are therefore 
to be carefully avoided in Gonorrhoea. It mufl confift 
with the knowledge of every practitioner that they uni- 
verfally do harm. Where the bowels are moderately eafy, 
no medicines for this purpofe can be required, but when 
they are not in this htuation, caftor oil, flowers of fulphur, 
cream of tartar, or any other gentle laxative, mould be 
employed. Even theie mould be given in I'm all doles, 
repeated at proper intervals, rather than that any rifk 
mould be incurred of exciting: irritation in the rectum 
by their being exhibited in larger quantities. 

With a view to leffen and remove the irritation and 
pain in the pumour with as much certainty and expedi- 
tion as poffible, opiates mould be prefcribed immediate- 
ly on the pain becoming fevere. When they can be avoi- 
ded till one or more eaiy ftools have been procured, they 
prove molt ufeful ; but when much irritation prevails, no 
regard fhould be paid to this. As the ficknefs and gene- 
ral uneafinefs which fometimes occur from a fwelled tef- 
tis are evidently the effect of irritation, nothing proves 
fo effectual in removing thefe fymptoms as adequate do- 
les of opiates ; and at the fame time that they remove 
this diftrefs of thefyftem by leffening the pain, they alfo 
tend to carry off the fwelling of the tefticle. From an idea 
that opiates tend to increafe the heat and other fymptoms 
of fever, many practitioners are afraid of ufing them 
wherever fever takes place in any cdnfiderable degree ; 
but much experience of their influence enables me to 
fay, that they may be employed with much fafety and 
advantage in every ftage of fwelled teftis where the de- 
gree of pain is confiderable. 

This is fo remarkably the cafe, that I have known in- 
stances of the hernia humoralis, as it is termed, being 
cured by opiates alone, which did not yield to the ufual 
remedies. In whatever manner Gonorrhoea may act in 
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exciting fwelling of the teftis, the tumour, when once 
produced, excites fo much irritation, that, till this b< 
fened,- the fwelling for the moft part continue^ obftinate. 
Next to blood-letting, opiates prove the moft effectual 
remedy for this purpofe. 

While the internal exhibition of opiates thus proves 
ufeful, advantage is often derived from applying them 
to the fwelling itfelf. This may be either by the applica- 
tion of foft pledgits, foaked in laudanum, or anodyne 
balfam, or by poultices made with a- ftrong decoction of 
poppy heads and crumb of bread. 

All the faturine applications 'prove ufeful here. Wl 
Goulard's extract, as it is termed, is employed, or what 
is nearly the fame, the acetum lythargyrites, it ought to 
be in greater quantities than are ufed in other parts of 
the body ; for the teiles being protected by different co- 
vering?;, remedies of this kind, when of the ordinary 
ftrength, do not readily affect them. When faccharura 
faturni is employed, as it will not diffblve in fuffrcient 
quantity in water, if vinegar be not added, arc: as vi- 
negar proves an ufeful application, even by itfelf, thefe 
two remedies ought always to be combined. 

The fleams of warm vine as an ufeful difcii- 

tient here. In applying them, the teftcs mould be 
properly fufpended over a veflel in which boiling vine- 
gar is contained ; or the fwelling may be fomented 
from time to time with flannel immeded in warm vine- 
gar, and fo ftrongiy wrung, that nothing but fteam re- 
mains upon it. Vinegar, in every form, acts with much 
advantage in this difeafe, and this gives a pleafant a 
ty in the way of applying it. 

Whatever remedy is employed, the body mould be 
kept as much as poflible in a horizontal poiture, at the 
fame time that the fcrotum fhould be properly fufpend- 
ed. We find by experience that no remedy will prove 
effectual while the patient continues to walk about ; 
while, in many intlances, a horizontal pofture of itfelf, 
will have a confiderable effect in removing the difeafe. 
In fufpendiiig the fcrotum, care fhould be taken to do 
it in fuch a manner that the tefticle be completely fup- 
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ported without being comprefled. PrefTure, even in a 
flight degree, always does harm, and ought to be avoided. 

We have already had oceafion to obferve, that in Go- 
norrhoea a ftoppage of the dif charge often takes place 
on the firft approach of a fwelled teflis. This leads to 
the idea of fome advantage being to be derived from 
our exciting a return of the running ; and there is not 
a doubt of this proving in fome inftances ufeful. The dis- 
charge from the urethra not only leffens the inflamma- 
tion in the part from whence it proceeds, but it has alfo 
an influence on the tumour of the teftis. As it isnow 
univerfally admitted that a return of the running does 
awing matter directly from the teftis, fome 
d that it never can prove ufeful. But why- 
may not a difcharge excited i: the urethra act. in a fimi- 
lar manner in removing an inflammation of the teflis, 
that we know from daily experience happens with fe- 
tons arid other iffues in the treatment of inflammatory 
ions of other parts? The fact indeed, is, that a 
plentiful return of the difcharge very commonly relieves 
all the fymptoms of this difeafe. 

For the purpofe of exciting a return of the running, 
bougies prove moft effectual; but in affections of the teftes 
they require to be managed with a delicacy not ufually 
obferved in this branch of practice.: for if more pain or 
irritation be produced than is neceffary for the purpofe, 
ad of aifting as a remedy, they neceflarily aggravate 
c\ :ry fymptom. In common practice, I think it better 
to truft to the frequent application of warm emollients ; 
fuch as the immerilon of the penis in warm milk, or in 
decoction of althca, or lintfced ; applying warm poul- 
tices over the penis, and injeccing warm oil or milk into 
the urethra. 

From the inftantaneous manner in which fwellings 
of the teftes fometimes fucceed to a ftoppage of the dif- 
charge in Gonorrhoea, and from their appearing, we are 
told in fome inftances, even to precede this ftoppage of 
the running,- fome have doubted whether they are to be 
conftdered as the caufe or effect*. That the teftes may 

* Vide John Hunter, on the Venereal Difeafe. 



184 Of Swellings in the Testicles. Ch. III. 

firft inflame and the running afterward flop, cannot be 
doubted. But although this may happen in a few initan- 
ces, the very reverie is what we commonly meet with, 
infomuch that patients who have once been affected with 
fwellings of the teftes, are very apt to experience a return 
of the difeafe in every Gonorrhoea to which they may 
in future be liable, folely from the running being carried 
offin the ufual way. I know feveral, who, for this reafon, 
dare not ufe even the mildeft aftringent injection ; other- 
wife they are fure to have a fuelling of the teftis induc- 
ed : while, in others, it fweils at the termination of the 
running, whether injections have been ufed or not. In 
the courfe of my observation, therefore, no cauie for 
doubt has occurred upon this fubject. 

By a proper application of the different remedies we 
have mentioned, fwellings of the teftes are for the molt 
part foon relieved, and at laft carried off entirely except- 
ing that permanent hardnefs to which the epididymis, 
as we have feen, is particularly liable. But although this 
is the common event of the difeafe, yet inftances are not 
wanting, moft frequently indeed from the patient's mif- 
conduct, of the whole body of the teftis remaining fwel- 
led, and obftinately refuting all thofe remedies which 
ufually prove effectual. If, in this fituation, fome appli- 
cation be not made, by which the fize of the tumour is 
foon diminifhed, and if it be allowed to remain ftationary 
for any length of time, it is very apt to continue much 
enlarged, and fometimes of a fchirrous hardnefs during 
the life of the patient. I may alfo remark, that it is this 
ftate of the difeafe which is moft apt to terminate in hy- 
drocele ; or effufion of ferum into the tunica vaginalis 
teftis, with which it is fometimes attended. 

In this fituation mercury is commonly employed ; and, 
in fome inftances when given flowly, as an alterative, I 
have feen it prove ufeful ; but it is doubtful whether a 
complete courfe of mercury mould ever be advifed or 
not, for when it does not carry off the fwelling, which 
feldom happens, it is apt to increafe it, and to induce pain 
and irritation in the tumour when none exifted in it be- 
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fore. Whenever mercury, therefore, is advifed, it ought 
to be in fuch quantities as cannot tend to quicken the cir- 
culation or excite fever. A decoction of mezereon has in 
fome inftances been given with advantage along with 
mercury*. 

It is in this flate of a fwelled teflis, where the tumour 
does not yield, but remains nearly of the fame fize after 
the inflammation by which it was induced is gone, that 
emetics are moft likely to prove ufeful. They have been 
ufed, I know, in all periods of the difeafe ; but it is chief- 
ly in the fituation we are now fpeaking of that I have 
feen them aft with advantage. A fmart emetic, carried 
a proper length, will fometimes, in the fpace of an hour 
or two, lcffen the bulk of a tumour which had for feve- 
ral weeks obftinately refilled every other remedy. In fome 
cafes one emetic proves fufficient, while, in others, it re- 
quires to be repeated once and again. Mercurials were 
formerly ufed for this purpofe. This was done from the 
difeafe being confidered as a fymptom of Lues Venerea, 
and for which mercury was known to be the only anti- 
dote. But we now know that tumours of the tefles, 
which take place merely from Gonorrhoea, never par- 
take of the Venereal Virus ; and accordingly emetics, of 
whatever nature they may be, prove equally ufeful here 
with mercurials, provided the mock which they give to 
the fyftem is equally confiderable. 

I have fometimes, in this ftate of a fwelled tefticle, ap- 
plied a blifter with advantage. It might not perhaps be 
altogether fafe to apply blifters while the fcrotum conti- 
nues much inflamed ; but when the external inflammation 
and tenfion fubfide, they may be advifed with fafety j 
and, in different inftances, I have known them accorn- 
plifh a redu&ion of the fwelling of the teflis, where Other 
remedies had for fome time been employed without any 

A due perfeverance in the ufe of fome or all of thefc 
remedies will feldom fail where a fwelling of the tefticle 
is altogether inflammatory ; but where it proceeds in a 

* Vide Appendix^ No 45. 
Aa 
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great meafure from irritability, as we jude to be the cafe, 
where the i welling comes and difappears fuddenly, or 
where it comes and goes from one tefticle to another, 
sr remedies are, in this fituation, found to prove more 
effectual; 

Even in this variety of the difeafe, blifters fometimes 
prove ufeful ; and I have known the irritation removed, 
and the fwelling carried off in the courfe of a fhort time 
by opiates ; but ihefe afford only a temporary relief, and 
do no: prevent the difeafe from returning on the flight- 
eft application of any of the exciting cau/es which ulual- 
ly tend to induce it. 

The remedies which here prove moft effectual are cold 
bathing, and a plentiful ule of bark. Seabathing, when 
the feafori permits, mould in the firit place, be advifed, 
but when this cannot be obtained, cold water may be 
ufed at home, with a proportion of common fait diffol- 
ved in it. It anfwers a good purpofe whether the whole 
body be irnmerfed in it, or merely the fcrotum bathed 
in it, but for the moft part, I have thought that it proves 
moft effectual when applied to the fcrotum only. As bark 
and cold bathing act upon the fame principle, that is, by 
giving tone and vigour to parts which we fuppofe to have 
betn deprived of them, they may either be ufed together, 
or exhibited feparately, as the patient may incline. 

The tcftes, we find, are apt to decay. One of them will 
begin to leffen in bulk, and, in a gradual manner, will 
disappear entirely, or leave only a thin membranous fub- 
ftance in its place. Generally the other remains found; 
but I have known inftances of both becoming affected at 
the fame time, and others where the one remained entire 
as long as any part of that which was firft affected was 
perceptible, but where it alfo began to decay as foon as 
the other was entirely deftroyed. 

This affection occurs at all periods of life, but moft 
frequently after the 40th year. In many inftances, no 
caufe whatever can be affigned for it ; but I have obser- 
ved that it is moft frequent in people of delicate con- 
stitutions, where the mufcles are foft and relaxed, and 
the complexion wan and fallow. I have alfo found that 
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thofe in whom it occurs, have, in almoft every inftance, 
been in early life particularly addicted to Onanilm. 

In a few cafes it has appeared. as an evident confequence 
of a fwelled tejlicle. On the fullnefs produced by 
die ife being; removed, the procefs of abforption by which 
this was accomplifhed does not flop, but goes on till the 
whole teftis is carried off. In fomeinftances this takes 
place while the tefticle continues to the lail of its natural 
degree of firmnefs., or even while the hardnefs Hill pre- 
vails which occurred during the ftate of inflammation by 
which the fwelling was at fir ft induced : but, in others, 
before this waiting procefs commences, the tefticle be- 
comes foft and pulpy, or even diflolves into a fluid. It is 
feldom attended with pain, the patient being, in many 
inftances, ignorant of his lofs till one, or perhaps both, 
teftes are nearly confumed. 

Hitherto no certain remedy has been difcovered for 
putting a flop to this complaint. Mercury, hemlock, and 
electricity have been tried, but with no advantage, i'he 
cold bath has for a time feemed to prove ufeful, but the 
diieafe returned again, and both teftes were difiblved. In 
one cafe, where one of the teftes was confumed before 
the patient perceived it, and where the other was evident- 
ly affected, I applied a Miller over it. Tkis wafting procefs 
flopped, and never recurred again. The patient is about 
^6 years of age. His inclination and powers of propaga- 
tion, he fays, are ftill as ftrong as they were before, and 
he has lately had a child. 



SECT. VII. 

Of Swellings of the Spermatic Cord. 

THE Spermatic Cord is liable to fwellings of different 
kinds, but it is fuch only as proceed from Gonorrhoea 
that we are here to notice. 

It fometimes happens that inflammation of the tefticle 
fpreads to the cord, and excites pain and tumefaction 
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along the whole courfe of it. At other times the cord 
inflames without any previous affection of the teftis ; it 
becomes tenfe, hard, and painful. The fwelling, for the 
moft part, is at firft confined to the vas deferens, but at laft 
the other parts of the cord fuffer alfo. 

I have met with fome in which one or two tumified 
parts were perceived in the courfe of the cord, while the 
reft of it remained found ; but, in general, the cord is 
equally affected, from the teftis along its whole courfe up 
the groin. 

On the firft approach of this difeafe, as it is always ac- 
companied with pain and tenfion, with fome inability to 
walk, the patient is induced to treat it with attention ; 
but, where the fwelling is not foon carried off, the pain 
will fometimes abate, or even vanifh altogether ; and in 
this ftate, where the tumour is not conliderable, the pa- 
tient is led to fuppofe that no harm can arife from it ; 
by this negleft the fwelling is often rendered fo firm and 
hard that no remedies we can emply have any influence 
in removing it. In fome cafes I have met with a hard ring, 
affecting the cord only at a particular fpot, where the dif- 
eafed part was nearly as firm as bone, while the reft of it 
was in a foft natural ftate. 

While the tumour is confined to one part of the cord 
I have feldom known it increafe to any alarming degree, 
but whether it be circumfcribed, or extended oyer the 
whole length of the cord, no time fhould be loft in the 
application of remedies for removing it. Independent of 
other reafons, if the vas deferens be chiefly affected or 
even only comprefled in its courfe, the tefticle will be 
rendered as certainly ufelefs as if it were extirpated : 
even this, in fome inftances, where one fide only was af- 
fected, has appeared to render the patient impotent, and 
it will never fail to do fo where the difeafe affects both 
fides. 

The remedies that prove moft effectual here are blood- 
letting, blifters, and fuch others as are ufually employed 
with advantage in fweilings of the teftis. Thefe we need 
not particularly enumerate, as they were fully treated of 
in the laft fection j but it may be proper to remark that 
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blood-letting proves chiefly ufeful on the firft approach 
of the difeafe, and in this ftate, when properly applied, 
that it feldom fails in removing it. It may, in fbme cafes, 
be neceffary to take blood from the arm, but the local 
difcharge of it by leeches applied to the part affected, is 
at all rimes to be more depended on. 

Where the difcharge ot blood, however, does not foon 
leflen the fize and hardnefs of the tumour, we need not 
afterwards expect any advantage from it. In this cafe 
I have repeatedly known bliiters pro^e ufeful when ap- 
plied along the courfeof the cord ; but neither are they 
to be depended on if fome effect be not foon perceived 
to refult from them. 

In partial affections of the cord a fmall blifter applied 
to the difeafed part, and the part kept open with oint- 
ment of cantharides, has tended to reduce the fwelling. 

Mercury is commonly employed here, and where the 
difeafe does not foon yield to blood-letting and blifters, 
it is perhaps the only remedy from which any advantage 
is to be expected ; but I have commonly found, where 
the fwelling has been carried entirely off by mercury, that 
there has been much caufe to imagine that the patient 
at the fame time laboured under Lues Venerea. In fome 
cafes, the difeafe has fubfifted in an evident form of pox 
in other parts of the body, while, in others, there was 
only grounds for fufpicion. In all of thefe the mercury 
feemed to operate with more certainty when a decoftion 
of mez^reon and farfaparilla was conjoined with it. 

Mercurial frictions prove more ufeful here than any 
other mode of giving the remedy, and the application 
of mercurial plafters to the fwelled parts itts with more 
advantage in fwellings of this kind than in any other in 
which I have employed them. 



SECT. VIII. 

Of Swellings of the Lymphatic Vejfels of the Penis : 

WE know, from the hiftory of the Lymphatics, that 
they ferve to inhale, and to carry into the general courfe of 
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the circulation, not merely from the furface of the 
body, but from every other part of it, fluids applied to 
their open extremities. In this manner they remove from 
forne parts what might prove hurtful if allowed to re- 
main, and they carry into the conftitution from others 
what is obvioufly meant for the nourifhment and fup- 
port of it. But while this is their chief purpofe, we alfo 
know that they carry into the fyftem w r hat often tends 
to deftroy it. They feem to have no power of rejecting 
what proves hurtful, hence they imbibe poifons, and the 
moil inoffenfive articles, with equal readi.nefs. All our 
contagious difeafes are probably produced through the 
medium of the lymphatics, and we can prove by experi- 
ment that this is the cafe with many of them ; particu- 
larly with the plague, the fmall-pox, and Lues Venerea. 
So readily is the matter of thefe difeafes abforbed by the 
lymphatics, that it can never with iafety be applied to 
any part of the body ; for fo quickly does abforption, in 
fome inftances take place, that we have frequent proofs 
of infection being carried into the conftitution, even af- 
ter much pains has been taken to wafh away the matter 
by which it was produced, in the fpace of a minute or 
two after being applied to the furface of the body. 

For the moft part we find that the lymphatics them- 
felves do not immediately fufter by the abforption even 
of the mod noxious matter. They will convey the poi- 
fon of a viper and other ferpents to the courfe of the 
circulation, by which the animal will be killed in the fpace 
of an hour, while no yeftige of its effects appears in the 
lymphatic veflels themfelves. In like manner, the matter 
of Lues Venerea pailes into the conftitution from the 
penis, without any fwelling or other mark of difeafe be- 
ing perceived in the lymphatics through which it was 
conveyed. 

This, we muft allow, however, is not univerfally the 
cafe. Inftances fometimes happen of the matter of Lues 
Venerea palling through lymphatics that are hard and 
fwelled, but we know from daily obfervation that it is 
not a frequent occurrence. We find, indeed, that the 
lymphatic veflels in every part of the body are apt to 
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fwell and inflame on caufes capable of exciting irritation 
being applied to them. Thus we often obferve the lym- 
phatics of the arm fwell, become hard and painful from 
a prick in one of the fingers with a pin or a thorn, or 
even from a nail being cut too far in the flefh ; and in 
Gonorrhoea it is by no means uncommon to find a hard 
lymphatic paflmg along the back of the penis, to the 
groin, ariling in fome inllances from the prepuce and in 
others from the urethra. But although this, as we have 
obferved, occurs alfo in fome cafes of Chancre, we meet 
with at lead twenty inftances of the contrary, for one 
in which this affection of the lymphatics takes place. I 
think, too, that I have obferved, where the lymphatics 
proceeding from Chancres have inflamed, particularly 
where the inflammation has been considerable, that the 
conflitution has not been fo apt to fuller as where this 
did not happen. From all which, I would conclude, that 
inflammation of the lymphatics, when in a high degree, 
inftead of indicating an increafed power of abforbing 
what is applied to them, as many have imagined, tends 
in a great meafure to leffen, and, perhaps to deftroy it. 
Till the fuel is farther afcertained, which experience and 
observation alone can do, it would be improper to place 
any dependence upon this in the treatment of Chancres. 
In all cafes of Chancre, whether the lymphatics inflame or 
not, it would be imprudent, to omit whatever might 
tend to render the conftitution fafe ; but finding that 
much inflammation feems not only to leiTen the power 
> of abforption in the lymphatics, but that they inflame 
from caufes in which we know that no infection exifts, 
as often happens from a prick or a cut with a clean in- 
ftrument, we would from this alone be led to think that 
this affection of thefe veffels which occurs in Gonorrhoea, 
proceeds more from irritation than from any other caufe. 
This idea, however, is farther confirmed by the proofs 
we have already adduced of Gonorrhoea being a local 
diforder, as well as by our daily obfervation of the rife 
and progrefs of thefe fwellings which occur in this dif- 
eafe. They commence with all the ufual fymptoms of 
inflammation. A hard firing, or cord, is perceived along 
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the back of the penis. It is painful to the touch, and the 
teguments above it fometimes acquire an erylipelatous 
rednefs. The whole penis becomes {tiff and uneafy, and 
this renders erections particularly painful. 

In a great proportion of cafes the inflammation fub- 
fiues quickly and ealily, the itiffnefs and pain gradually 
a'oate, and the hardneis of the lymphatic dilappears en- 
tirely: but where the inflammation has either been fevere 
from the fir ft, or not properly treated, it proceeds in 1'ome 
cafes to fuppuration, forming one or more fmall ab- 
fcefTes in the courfe of the affected part. The fores, how- 
ever, which enfue from thefe, heal readily, when the 
conftitution is otherwife healthy, forming a very ma- 
nifest difference between Gonorrhoea and Lues Venerea. 
Similar affections of the lymphatics which occur in the 
latter, requiring, for the molt part-, a courfe of mercury 
to remove them. I fay for the molt part only, from hav- 
ing met with more than one inftance, of the fores which 
occur in Lues Venerea from this caufe, healing without 
the ufe of mercury ; and which has induced me to think, 
that even in this difeafe, the lymphatics may fwell and 
inflame, merely from the acrimony of the matter, and 
that this inflammation may have fome tendency, as I 
have obferved above, to prevent the matter from palling 
into the conflitution. 

Where fwellings of this kind in Gonorrhoea are con- 
fined to the lymphatic veflels, I have commonly found 
that cold poultices, prepared with crumbs of bread, and 
acetum lythargirites, or faccharum faturni, prove more 
effectual than any other application. They remove the 
fwelling and hardnefs, and leffen the pain with more cer- 
tainty, than warm emollient poultices. But where the 
inflammation fpreads over the penis, as it fometimes 
does, it becomes neceflary, not only to difcharge blood 
from the arm, but to apply leeches over the pained parts. 
This, with a low diet, and confining the patient to a 
horizontal pofture, very feldom fails in removing the 
diieafe. But it fometimes happens, either from the neigh- 
bouring parts becoming feverely inflamed, or from the 
difeafed lymphatic burfting, that effufions occur in the 
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contiguous cellular fubft ance, and fmall abfceffes form- 
ino-, they at laft difcharge their contents, and produce 
fuch lores as I have already had occaiion to mention. 

The treatment of thefe mould be the fame as that of 
fores proceeding from any other caufe in which the con- 
stitution is not affected. When their edges are hard and 
inliamed, emollient poultices will prove ufeful. For the 
removal of floughs and foulnefs, red precipitate, or even 
cauftic, may be neceffary ; and for cicatrifing them, 
nothing anfwers better than unguentum e calce zinci, 
or ceratum e lapide calaminaire*. 

In two different inftances of hardened lymphatics in 
Gonorrhoea, befides the firm cord on the back of the 
penis, a thin, flat, hard tumour, proceeding from this 
cord, fpread round the whole fubftance of the penis, for 
the breadth of a quarter of an inch. One of them was 
contiguous to, and immediately behind the glans. The 
other was near to the pubes. This laft paiTed round the 
urethra, which it grafped fo firmly, as to give caufe to 
fufpect, that at laft it might prove a total obftruclion 
to the urine. A courfe of mercury was tried in each of 
them, without any advantage. A fmall piece of mercu- 
rial plafter was then applied over the fwelling, and this, 
with a gentle purgative of fea- water every fecond or 
third morning, was all that was advifed. The fwelling in 
each of them became confiderably lefs, but never diiap- 
peared entirely. It did not, however, give any diftur- 
bance afterwards. 



SECT. IX. 

Of Swelling f of the Glands in the Groin, 

THE fwelling and inflammation of the lymphatics, 
defcribed in the laft fection, frequently proceeds no far- 
ther than the root of the penis. At other times it goes* 

* Vide Appendix, No. xlvii. xlviii. 
Bb 
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the length of the groin, and affects one or more of the 
contiguous glands, which become hard, fwelled, and in- 
flamed, putting on many of the appearances of the ve- 
nereal bubo. 

At other times thefe glands fwell and inflame, where 
no affection of the contiguous l>mphatics is perceptible. 
But although in fuch cafes, no apparent inflammation oc- 
curs in thefe veflels, there is, however, much caufe to 
imagine, that in a certain degree it always takes place. 
There is not, at lea ft, any other obvious route by which 
the inflammation can be conveyed from the urethra to 
the glands in the groin. 

In fome cafes thefe fwellings become large, and, not- 
withstanding our endeavours to prevent it, iuppuration 
at laft takes place : but, for the mod part, if they be not 
neglected at firft, they may be very eafily difculfed. In 
moil instances, this may be accomplished by the ufe of 
faturnine poultices alone ; but where the pain and in- 
flammation are fevere, blood-letting, both general and 
local, becomes necelTary. Laxatives always prove ufeful, 
and a cooling, low regimen can feldom be difpenfed 
with. 

The moll perplexing part of the furgeon's practice 
here i:s, to determine the real nature of the tumour ; to 
afcertain whether it proceeds merely from inflammation, 
or from the abforption of venereal matter. If from the 
laft, mercury alone will prove effectual ; while no prac- 
titioner would confider mercury as neceflary, for the 
valof a fwelling altogether inflammatory. Neither 
would it, in this cafe, anfwer any good purpofe. It 
would not lellen the fize of the fwelling : nay, by the 
fever which it fometimes excites, it might even tend to 
increafe it, and disappointment to the practitioner, and 
much diftrefs to the patient, might be the confequence. 

The circumftances upon which we chiefly form our 
judgment here, are thefe : if no chancre or excoriation 
has been perceived, either upon the glans or prepuce, 
and if the inflammation in Gonorrhoea has been confi- 
derable, there will be caufe to imagine that the tumour 
is not venereal. When treating of chancre and venereal 
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bubo, we mall enter more fully into the confideration 
of this ; but at preient, 1 may obferve, that buboes do 
not commonly Occur, without chancres going before 
them. I know, indeed, from various cafes which have 
fallen under my management, that, contrary to the ge- 
neral opinion, real venereal buboes fometimes form with- 
out any previous chancre, or any external affection ; 
but as it does not happen once in a hundred inftances, 
we are fuiliciently warranted in cotifiderin'g the abfence 
of chancre, as a reafon for fuppofing that fweilings of 
this kind are not venereal. 

In iuch fweilings as occur from Gonorrhoea, much 
pain and tenfion prevail, not merely in the difeafed 
glands, but over all the groin ; and a general fympa- 
thetic uneafinefs fpreads over the thighs, and under part 
of the abdomen. Even the teftes and abdominal vifcera 
fometimes fufler, whereas, in the venereal bubo, it is 
commonly one gland only that it affected, and the con- 
tiguous parts feldom become uneafy till the difeafe is 
far advanced ; not, indeed, till the tumour has acquired 
fuch a fize, as to excite pain folely by diftention. The 
fweiled gland, it is true, is painful from the firit, and the 
pain becomes gradually more feverc as the tumour in- 
ereafes ; but the pain is chiefly confined to one part, and 
feldom fpreads farther till the teguments are much 
ftretched by the fubfequent formation of matter. And, 
laftly, when glands fvvelled from this caufe burft, the 
fores which enfae have a very different appearance from 
thofe produced by real venereal buboes. Their edges, 
inftead of being hard and retorted, have more the ap- 
pearance of fores which occur from common abfeeffes, 
and they foon begin to heal, even when mercury is not 
employed, which the others, we may obferve, feldom do. 

This circumftance of tbefe fores healing, whether mer- 
cury be ufed or not, is the moil decifive characleriftic 
of their true nature, and when any doubts of this are 
entertained, either from the fweiling having taken place 
without a previous chancre, or from any other caufe, 
we ought to delay the exhibition of mercury till their 
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tendency to heal, or to degenerate into a worfe flate, be 
afcertained. 

If they put on a healing appearance, and gradually 
become lei's, there will be much cauie to hope that a 
complete cure will be obtained, whether mercury be 
ufed or not ; while, on the contrary, this remedy mould 
be immediately advifed when the fores become foul, 
and their edges hard ; and particularly when, inftead of 
healing, they extend to a greater fize. 

The progrefs of the fweliing alio affords a mark of 
discrimination. The venereal bubo proceeds more flovvly 
to fuppuration than the inflammatory fweliing of which 
we now fpeak, which moft frequently, indeed, is eahly 
difcufled, and feidom arrives therefore at the ftatc of 
abfcefs ; but when tumours of this defcription do fup- 
purate, it commonly happens in the fpace of a few days. 
I have known matter completely formed in them in 
three or four days from their firft appearance ; a circum- 
ftance which perhaps never happens in glandular fwel- 
lings produced by the matter of Lues Venerea. 



SECT. X 

Of Excoriations of the Glands and Prepuce. 

BY the acrimony of the matter in Gonorrhoea the 
Glans and Prepuce are fometimes excoriated. A flight 
degree of inflammation takes place at firft, cither par- 
tially, or over the whole parts; and this being fucceeded 
by a difcharge of matter, the fkin at laft becomes fret- 
ted, and on being examined with a glafs, the matter is 
perceived to flow from an infinite number of fmall 
points, on the fmallelt preffure being applied to them. 

But, for the moft part, this affection of the prepuce 
and glans takes place without any difcharge from the 
urethra. In the courfe of a few days after connexion 
with an infected woman, and without any fymptom of 
Gonorrhoea, a fenfation of heat is perceived over the 
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whole prepuce and glans, which foon terminates in a 
discharge of matter very limilar to what comes from the 
urethra in Gonorrhoea. From this circumftance, the 
difeafe has been termed Gonorrhoea Spuria, The matter 
indeed, is fo fimilar to that of Gonorrhoea, that it is 
u/iially fometime before the patient can be convinced of 
its not coming from the urethra. It not only refembles 
the matter of Gonorrhoea in colour and confiftence, but 
Hkewife in quantity. In fome cafes, it is furpriiingly 
great, owing to the great extent of inflamed furface, 
in the numerous plies and doublings of the (kin forming 
the prepuce. 

In flight affections of this kind, the prepuce conti- 
nues to move upon the glans as it does in health ; but 
when the matter is either of itfelf particularly acrid', 
or allowed by want of attention to remain till it 
becomes fo, the ikin forming, the prepuce becomes fo 
much inflamed and fwelled, that it cannot but with 
much difiiculty be made to pais backward and forward. 
In fome cafes this becomes impofiibie. If this hap- 
pens when the prepuce covers the glans and cannot be 
drawn back, a difeafe is thereby produced, which we 
term phymofis ; and when the fwciling takes place 
when the prepuce is retracted and cannot be pulled over 
the glans, the difeafe is termed paraphymofis. Of thefe 
affections we fhall fpeak more particularly in the enfu- 
ing fections. 

By many, this difcharge of matter from the prepuce 
and glans has been judged to be venereal ; that is, they 
have fuppofed it to be produced by the matter of Lues 
Venerea. They therefore conceived it to be always con- 
nected with an affection of the conftitution, and have 
accordingly, in the method of cure, been chieiiy di- 
rected by this opinion, 

This opinion, however, is evidently not well found- 
ed. From much obfervation, I am convinced, that this 
difcharge is of a local nature, and that it is no more ca- 
pable of affecting the conftitution than the matter of 
Gon orrhcea. 1 believe indeed that this is now very ge- 
nerally admitted j and that it is thole only who doubt 
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of it, who, taking their information from books, have 
not paid that attention to the event of thofe affections, 
which in forming a judgment of them is abfoiutely ne- 
ceffary. It will be univerfally found that the difcharge 
may be more eafily removed by remedies appiied di- 
rectly to the pafts affected than by mercury, or any me- 
dicines, given internally. Indeed, no advantage is deriv- 
ed from the internal exhibition of medicines, while the 
diieafe feldom refills the application of an aftringent 
wafh : neither is the conftitution ever affected with pox 
from excoriations proceeding merely from Gonorrhoea. 
It is true that buboes and fymptoms of pox foine- 
times occur where the prepuce and glans have been 
previouliy affected in this manner. Of this I have feen 
many inftanccs : but in all of thefe it has happened, 
that on enquiry, the patients were found to have had 
connection with difeafed women during the continu- 
ance of the excoriation ; and whatever may be the opi- 
nion of fome individuals upon this point, I believe few 
will doubt of an ulcerated or excoriated furface being 
particularly favourable for promoting the abforption 
of any matter that is applied to it ; infomuch, that 
it is the univerfal remark of patients, that they ne- 
'ver efcape being poxed, if in fuch circumftances they 
have connection with women that are infected. 
. It is worthy of remark, that a imall, partial excori- 
ation is always at firft of a fufpicious nature, while from 
any obfervation I have been able to make, every gene- 
ral affection of this nature, where the excoriation ex- 
tends over the whole prepuce and glans, terminates ea- 
fily without producing any conftitutional taint. The 
difeafe fometimes at firit, indeed, occupies a fmaii fpot, 
and afterwards extends gradually over the contiguous 
parts, and where, by the event, we judge of itsbein^ 
of the molt innocent nature from no difeafe of the con- 
ftitution being produced by it. But I have uniformly 
found, where a fmall part only has remained for fome 
time a raw and excoriated, without extending to the 
furronuding parts, that fymptoms of pox fucceed to 
it with as much certainty as they ever do to chancres. 
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I therefore believe, that all partial affections of this kind, 
which remain for more than a day or two circumicrib- 
ed, are produced by the matter of Lues Venerea, and 
that they ought accordingly to be treated as fymptoi is 
of that difeaie. Befides the other differences which we 
have elfwhere enumerated between the matter of Lues 
Venerea and Gonorrhocea Virulenta, it would aopear 
that in this they differ in the mod obvious manner. The 
matter of Lues Venerea, however cUffufible it may be 
when received into the fyftem, from, which indeed it is 
never expelled but with the afiiftance of mercury, is 
always flow in its progrefs while only locally applied 
either to the penis or any other part. Neither can it be 
applied, as we have already had occafion to remark, to 
the fmalleft point, without much rifk of pox being pro- 
duced by it : whereas, the matter of Gonorrhocea, 
whether it be applied to the urethra, to the glans, or 
prepuce, fpreads quickly over all the contiguous parts ; 
while it is obvious to daily obfervation, either that it is 
not abforbed, or if it be taken into the fyftem, that no 
conititutional difeafe enfues from it. 

Excoriations of this kind not only refemble Gonor- 
rhoea, in being produced by the feme matter, and in be- 
ing entirely local, but in the method of cure. We have 
already had occasion to fee, that. the difcharge in Gonor- 
rhoea cannot be certainly removed, but by the uie" Oi: 
aftringent injections. In like manner, bathing the parts 
affected in aftringent folutions proves the raoft effectual 
practice here. Lime-water anfwers particularly well for 
this purpofe : alfo folutions of faccharum faiuini, and 
of white vitriol : immerfmg the parts in brandy, or in 
a ftrong infufion of red-rofe leave, will fometifnes re- 
move the difcharge on the firft application. It is proper, 
however, to remark, that the more frequently remedies 
of this kind are applied, the more effectual they prove. 
They mould be ufed at leaft five or fix times daily, and 
for the fpace of a few minutes at each application. 

Emollient ointments are frequently employed in af- 
fections of this kind, but the very caufe which renders 
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aftringents ufeful makes every application of this nature 
improper. They conftantly increafe the difcharge, while 
no advantage of any kind accrues from them. 

Neither do we find that purgatives, or any of the 
cooling medicines ufually prefenbed here are of any 
real utility. When much inflammation takes place, they 
may, in fonae instances, prove ufeful, but in all fuch 
cafes^lood-let'ing is more to be depended on ; particu- 
larly the application of leeches to the parts immediately 
affected, which, in all local inflammatory complaints, is 
to be confidcred as the moft effectual remedy. 

It has been objected to the application of leeches in ex- 
coriations of the penis, that the wounds from the bites 
of thefe animals are apt to degenerate into venereal fores. 
This proceeded upon the idea of all fuch affections be- 
ing produced by the matter of Lues Venerea ; but now 
when we know that this is by no means the cafe, it is 
obvious that the opinion muft be ill founded ; and from 
various and repeated trials of the remedy in queftion I 
can decidedly fay that it is fo. 

But admitting that a cafe mould occur, in which it 
might be doubtful whether the excoriation and fwel- 
Hng was truly venereal or not, ftill I would not hefitate 
in advifing the application of leeches : they would prove 
more effectual than any other remedy in carrying off 
the inflammatory fymptoms, while their bites, if they 
fhould put on the appearance of venereal fores, would 
immediately render the nature of the difeafe certain, 
which otherwife might long have remained in doubt. 

In all fores and inflammatory affections of thefe parts, 
the pofture of the body and pofition of the penis are 
circumftances requiring particular attention. The pati- 
ent mould be kept as much as poflible in a horizontal 
pofture ; and the penis mould be elevated fo as to pre- 
vent the glans from hanging pendulous. It often hap- 
pens indeed, where this is omitted that fwellings remain 
obftinate for many weeks together, which otherwife 
might have been carried off in a few days. 
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SECT. XL 

Of Excoriations in the Parts of Generation of Women. 

THE parts of Generation in Women are liable to 
excoriations of a firniiar nature with thofe enumerated 
in the iait lection. In fome cafes they are confined to 
the clitoris, nymphae, and labia pudendi. In others they 
fpread tothe perineum, and even to the groins and thighs, 
where, from negligence, and want of attention to clean- 
linefs, I have known deep and very exteniive ulcers 
produced. 

Where the excoriations are confined within the parts 
of generation, the fymptoms are nearly fuch as occur 
from Gonorrhoea in the umal form of the difeafe ; but 
where the inflammation and rawnefs fpread to the thighs, 
a great deal of diftrefs is experiencedin walking, and in 
every motion of the body. 

The method of cure is nearly the fame in women as 
in men. Bathing the parts frequently with one or other 
of the ait rin gent applications mentioned in the laft fec- 
tioo, for the molt part, proves effectual ; for the exco- 
riated parts feidom he fo deep as to require the ufe of 
the fyringe ; but when the parts become evidently ulce- 
rated, bathing alone is not fufiident. In this cafe the 
ulcers fall to be treated in the fame manner with fores 
proceeding from any other cauie. When they are foul 
and floughy, an ointment ftrongly impregnated with 
mercur. precipit. rub. is perhaps the beft application we 
can ufe ; and for the purpofe of healing them, nothing 
aniwers better than common cerate, with a large pro- 
portion of lapis calaminaris, or unguentum e calce zinci, 
for which prefcriptions are given in the Appendix. 

When fores of this defcription do not foon yield to 
thefe applications, and efpecially when they fpread and 
become deeper while the patient is uling them, there will 
be fome caufe to fufpect that a venereal taint exifts in the 
conftitution : in which cafe a courfe of mcrcurv Ihoultl 

Cc 
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immediately be advifed being the only remedy upon 
which, in luch circumftances, we can place any de- 
pendence. 



SECT. XII. 

Of the P/jymo/is and Paraphymofts. 

IN fection tenth we found it neceiTary to give a defi- 
nition of thefe two difeafes. Inflammation of the pre- 
putium always excites feme degree of thicknefs and con- 
traction. When the contraction occurs while the pre- 
puce covers the glans, and in fuch a degree as to prevent 
it from being puiled back, the difeafethus produced, is 
termed phymofis, Weiay that paraphymofts takes place 
when the prepuce contracts behind the glans, and cannot 
be drawn over it. 

One of the moil frequent caufes of phymofis is chan- 
cres on the preputium. The thickening of the fkin in- 
duced by chancres, and the inflammation with which 
they are apt to be attended, is often productive of phy- 
mofis ; but it alfo occurs from other caufes. Whatever 
excites, much inflammation of the penis will induce it. 
Hence it readily occurs in every cafe of Gonorrhoea at- 
tended with any unufual degree of inflammation, parti- 
cularly in the variety of the difeafe, where the glans 
and prepuce are inflamed and excoriated. But although 
thefe excoriations often terminate in phymofis, it is cer- 
tain that they are more frequently productive of para- 
phymofis. Hie patient, in clearing away the matter ne- 
ceflarily draws back the preputium, and when the parts 
are previoufly much inflamed and thickened, they are 
apt to contract fo fuddenly when in this ftate of retrac- 
tion, that they cannot again be drawn over the glans. 

In the treatment of phymofis, we are often fuccefsful 
by a proper application of emollients. No effect will re- 
mit from them when the ftricture has been of long du- 
ration ; but, unlefs the inflammation is unufually fevere, 



Sect. XII. and Paraphyj^osis. 203 

they will often anfwer if duly perfevered from the firft. 
Immerfing the penis, from time to time, in warm milk, 
or in a decocYion of althea root, or of lintfecd, is per- 
haps, the moft effectual method of applying remedies 
of this kind ; and when much matter is produced be- 
tween the prepuce and glans, either by chancres or in- 
flammation, thefe liquids mould be injected from time 
to time with a fyrmge. But with a view to leiTen the 
discharge, after warning out any matter that may be 
formed, a weak faturnine folution mould be injected 
three or four times a day. This, with a low diet, abfti- 
nence from exercife, and fufpending the penis, will, 
for the moft part, prove fuccefsful j but when the parts 
are much inflamed, it becomes neceffary to take blood 
in quantities proportioned to the fymptoms, not merely 
from the arn>, but from the penis itfelf, by the applica- 
tion of leeches, which may always be done with fafety 
where the difeafe is local, as we have fliown to be the 
cafe where it proceeds from excoriation or from Gonorr- 
hoea : but when it occurs from chancres, as venereal 
fores are apt to enfue from the bites of leeches, it is 
better to omit them. 

While any considerable degree of ftrichire remains, 
it is always improper to force the prepuce back. This, 
however, is often done, but it very commonly termi- 
nates in paraphymofis ; for when the parts are much 
contracted it is aim oft impoffible to get the prepuce 
again brought over the glans, if it has once been forced 
completely behind it. It is better, therefore, to wait 
till the ttricture is intirely removed, before any attempt 
is made for this purpofe. Behdes the rifk of inducing 
paraphymofis, the irritation which it gives, tends always 
to render the ftricture more obftinate. When the inflam- 
mation is altogether gone, it may be proper, after im- 
merfing the penis in any of the emollients abovemen- 
tioned, and rubbing it gently over with warm oil, to 
endeavour, from time to time, to ftretch it to its ufual 
extent ; but even at this period of the difeafe the pre- 
puce ought never to be pufhed back with fuch force as 
can excite any kind of unealinefs. 
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In the treatment of phymofis it is proper to remark, 
that, in a great proportion of cafes the ftrichire can n 
be altogether removed. In flight degrees of it we com- 
monly fucceed by the means I have mentioned, but 
whenever it is fevefe the parts remain under fome de- 
gree of contraction, for the moft part, during the life 
of the patient. We have it indeed in our power to re- 
move even the moft: inveterate ftricture that occurs, by 
laying- the prepuce open, either by a partial incifion, or 
cutting it from one end to the other, according to the 
extent of the difeafe, but this is a remedy of too fevere 
a nature for the removal of phymofis, in the ordinary 
form of the difeafe. Where the prepuce is fo much 
contracted as to interrupt the paffage of urine, or 
to impede coition, it no doubt becomes proper to leflen 
or remove the ftriclure, but it is moft frequently for ob- 
taining ready accefs to concealed chancres that we advife 
this meafure of laying the prepuce freely open. 

are often cured while the prepuce re- 
mains contracted; but this is only the {lighter kinds of 
them. Whene 1 er they are either deep or very extenfive, 
although with much care and attention they may in 
iome in lances be cured, yet we are much more certain 
of e£Fe£ting our • urpoie, and of doing it fpeedily, by 
laying the fores completely open. I am clearly of opi- 
nion, howevet, that a patient mould rather lubmit to 
an ordinary Or flight degree of phymofis, where there is 
no difeafe concealed by it, than incur the pain and dif- 
trefs which muft always enfue from this operation. 
Many have it from their birth, and are not feniible of 
any inconvenience arifing from it. 

It happens, indeed, in feme inftances, even of this na- 
tural phymofis, if we may lb term it, that we are under 
the neceffity of removing th*e ftriclure by an incilion. 
This is particularly the cafe where the exiudation natural 
to thefe parts is in fuch quantities as to excite irritation, 
which it is always apt to do when it adheres to the pre- 
puce and glans. By much pains in warning with a fy- 
ringe, the parts may be kept fo clean as to prevent them 
from differing with this mucus ; but in general we find 
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it neceffary either to lay the contracted prepuce open 
from one end to the other, or remove a portion of it 
entirely, fo as to perform the operation of cirtumcifion. 

It may be proper to obferve, that although this ope- 
ration of removing a portion of the prepuce is in itlelf 
exceedingly fimple and eafy, and never fails to anfwer 
the purpofe where the parts are perfectly found, that it 
is very apt to difappoint us entirely when they are under 
any degree of inflammation or irritation. In this fitua- 
tion, although the parts in which the ftricture is feated 
be completely removed, the remaining extremity of the 
prepuce contracts almoftimmediately after the operation, 
fo as to create pearly the fame degree of inconveniency 
which it did before. By the introduction of dofils of 
lint, fponge cent, and Other fuch articles, we may for 
a time prevent \ he contraction from becoming confi- 
derable, but the irritation which thefe applicaions ex- 
cite, at laft oblige us to lay therh afide, when the tincture 
foon takes place in a degree equal to what it was before 
the operation. 

I have taken the more particular notice of this, from 
different cafes having fallen under my management, in 
which, by endeavouring to remove a contraction of the 
prepuce by the operation of circumcifion, we were com- 
pletely difappointed. In three of thefe the operation was 
done by others. In one I performed it myfelf. But al- 
though every thing was done in all of them that might 
probably render them fuccefsful, yet they all failed, and 
after a confutable time fpent in trying to dilate the 
ne wly -formed ftricture, I was in two of thefe inftanees 
obliged to perform the operation for the phymofis in the 
uiual way, by making a longitudinal cut through all 
the remaining part or the preputium. In one the ftric- 
ture was not fo conlid£rable as to render it neceffary, 
and in the other, the patient would not fubmit to it. 

Were we to remove the prepuce enti rely, by diffecting 
it completely away from that part of the penis where it 
begins to be formed by an elongation or production of 
the fkin, the operation might probably anfwer our ex- 
pectation, but it would leave the glans altogether un- 
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covered, which in thofe who have been accuftomed to 
have it protected by the prepuce, is apt to excite very 
difagreeatje fenfations. Neither can I determine with 
certainty whether it would, in every cafe, anfwer 
the purpofe of giving complete relief or not. Where 
the parts are previoufly in a ftate of irritation, the re- 
maining fkin might contract: behind the glans, fo as to 
produce fome degree of paraph\ mofh ; at leaft, in one 
of the four cafes to which I allude, a very confiderable 
portion of the* prepuce was removed, and yet the re- 
mainder contracted in fuch a manner as to form afiric- 
ture which gave much diftrefs. 

Different methods have been propofed for performing 
the operation of a phymofis. For thefe the writers on 
chirurgical operations muft be confulted, but the eafieft, 
and perhaps the fimpleft of any, is that which I have 
defcribed in the fyftem of furgery*, in which the incifion 
is made by pafling a fharp pointed biftoury along a di- 
rectory between the prepuce and glans,arid havingpufhed 
the point of the biftoury through the prepuce near to 
where it begins to form, the cut is completed by drawing 
the instrument forward ; in which manner it is done, 
not only more neatly, but with more expedition, and 
with much more eafe to the patient than in the ufual 
way of cutting the prepuce from before backwards. In 
this manner the incifion is always made at different 
itrokes, by which the cut is apt to be ragged and unequal, 
whereas in the other it is done at once, and in any di- 
rection that the operator may incline. 

Some advife the incifion to run on the fide of the 
penis, and others along the back of it. The difference 
in general is not material, but the former appears to me 
to be preferable, from the matter either of the cut itfelf, 
or of concealed chancres not being fo apt to lodge 
between the prepuce and glans, as when the incifion is 
made on the back of the penis. It is proper, however, 
to obferve, that there are two circumstances, which in 
this operation, require particular attention : the large 

Chapter X. Section i . 
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veins of the penis fliould be avoided, and when chancres 
are prefent, the cut ou^ht to run as near to them as with 
propriety it can be made, fo as to admit of the eafy ap- 
plication of proper dreffings. 

In the treatment of the parts after the operation, forre 
attention is neceiTary to prevent the edges of the divided 
prepuce from adhering to the glans. I have known a 
good deal of inconvenience produced by this being over- 
looked, and it is eafily prevented by infcrting a fmall 
pledget of lint between the prepuce and glans at each 
drefling. 

Paraphymofis may happen either from a ftriclure of 
the prepuce, from a fwelled ftate of the glans penis, or 
from a combination of both. 

When it appears to depend, either altogether or 
chiefly, on a contracted ftate of the preputium, the 
fame applications mould be made to it which we advifed 
for the phymofis. By the ufe of warm emollients the 
ftriclure, when in a flight degree, maybe fofar removed, 
as to admit of the prepuce being drawn over it. After 
immerfing the penis for a few minutes in warm milk, 
and rub'oing the contracted parts with any emollient 
ointment, we may fometimes fucceed by applying the 
fore and middle finger of each hand behind the con- 
tracted part of the prepuce, and pulling it gently for- 
ward, while, with the thumb of each hand placed upon 
the glans, we pufh it firmly backward. This I have 
done in different inftances, which otherwife would foon 
have ended in ftricfures of the moft confirmed kind. 
It muft, however, be confefTed, that it is only in the 
commencement of the difeafe that this, or any other 
manoeuvre of a fimilar kind, will fucceed ; and there is 
no room for any fuch attempt when the difeafe proceeds 
from a tumefied ftate of the edans. 

When the difeafe feems either to be entirely owing 
to an enlarged ftate of the glans, or partly to this and 
partly to a ltricture of the prepuce, as fometimes hap- 
pens, we may endeavour to relax the preputium by rub- 
bing it with oil, or an emollient ointment ; but in fuch 
circumftances it is evident that the application of emol- 
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licnts to the glans would rather do harm. By relaxing the 
parts affected they would encreafe the fweiling. Cold 
aftringent applications prove in ore ufcfiil, and ought 
alone to be depended on. In this view we advifed cloths 
dipped in brandy, vinegar, and cold water, to be applied 
to the parts, and poultices, with crumb of bread, and 
a folution of faccharum faturni in vinegar and water. 
But when thefe do not foon fucceed m reducing the 
fweiling, we are under the neceffity of removing the 
ftricture by an operation, in order to prevent the accef- 
fion of more ferious fymptoms. When toolong neglected 
the glans is apt to mortify, by the contraction of the pre- 
puce putting a ftop to the circulation of the blood. 

This operation con lifts in making one or more inci- 
fions into the contracted edge of the prepuce. We fome- 
times fucceed by making two or three fmall cuts in dif- 
ferent parts of the ftricture with the moulder of a lancet. 
They ought to be carried entirely through the fkin, and 
into the cellular fubftance, and when they bleed freely 
they commonly give immediate relief; but it mult be 
admitted that thefe fmall incifions, however numerous 
they may be, do not prove fo certainly effectual as one 
free cut made completely through the ftricture. The 
ealieft method of doing this is, by inlinuating the end 
of a director beneath the ftricture, and cutting upon it 
with a fcalpel. For this purpofe a fhort directory mould 
be ufed, with a groove open at the extremity. 

The incilion here does not require any particular at- 
tention. The divided veffels mould be allowed to bleed 
freely. This generally leflens the pain, while it co-operates 
along with the removal of the ftricture in carrying off 
the fweiling. Lint, fpread with unguentum faturnium, 
makes the belt drellingfor the fore. 

It muft be remembered that we are now fuppoling 
that no difeafe exifts in the conftitution. When either 
of thefe affections are conjoined with Lues Venerea, as 
we often find to be the cafe, the patient cannot be ren- 
dered fafe, nor will the fores produced by the operation 
heal, without the alliitance of a courfe of mercury. 
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SECT. XIII. 
Of Warts on the Glans and Prepuce, and Labia Pudendi. 

THE Glans, Prepuce, and Labia Pudendi, are fre- 
quently at ticked with warty excrefcences, on the tensi- 
on of Gonorrhoea. They fometimes appear during 
continuance of the difcharge, but more commonly 
at the end of it, when the patient having confidered the 
care as complete, is furprized with the appearance of this 
new fymptpm. 

;y life at firft in the form of fmall points, which 
gradually become larger, and frequently fo numerous as 
I >ver a confiderable part of the penis. In men they 
commonly begin immediately behind the glans, and ex- 
tend, in the form of a ring, round the whole penis, near 
to the junction of the glans and prepuce. They afterwards 
appear indifcriminately on all the neighbouring parts, 
but they are ufu >re numerous upon the prepuce. 

In fome cafes they are firft perceived in the urethra. 
The patient complains of an obft ruction to the flow of 
urine, and on feparating the lips of the urethra, a red, 
florid excrefcence is obferved to be the caufe of it. I have 
alio met with productions of this kinds in the urethra 
of women. 

Thefe warts are feldoffi painful ; never, unlefs they 
proceed to a (late of ulceration, which, when they do, 
is always to be confidered as the fault of the parient. On 
their firft appearance they are always firm and entire, but 
when they become numerous, if they be not regularly 
aed, the moifture natural to thefe parts becomes acrid, 
and renders them tender ; and this, if it be not prevented 
by timeous afliitance, foon terminates in painful ulcers. 
Excrefcences of this kind affume various forms. For 
the mod part they are fingle, and pendulous, with nar- 
row necks, but in fome inltances they have broad bales ; 
while, in others, a number of thefe fmaller warts fprout 
all from the fame root, and form excrefcences of une- 

Dd 
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qual cauliflower furfaces. When long neglected, as fome- 
times happens with poor people, they acquire fuch a bulk 
as to cover the glans entirely; and when in this ftate 
they become ulcerated, the whole mafs affumes fuch a 
difeafed appearance, as with thofe not accuftomed to this 
branch of bufineis, gives a fufpicion of their being can- 
is. Of this I have met with different infiances, 
where the penis, after being doomed to amputation, has 
been Caved, and the warty excrefcences removed. 

It is difficult, perhaps impoflible, to afcertain the caufe 

warts. In fome cafes they are obvioufly pro- 

I from the cuticle, their attachment being fo flight, 

that on being removed, the cutis vera is left entire : in 

others they proceed from the fkin itfelf, but I never ob- 

ferved them to go deeper than this. 

Whatever tends to excite the flow of an unufual 
quantity of blood to the penis, feems to create a diCpo- 
fitioti in thefe parts to formations of this kind : hence 
they fucceed to various kinds of irritation. We know 
that they are a frequent coniequence of the venereal 
irritation, for they often fucceed to chancres 5 and I 
have known them in different instances fucceed to Am- 
ple excoriation, where neither Gonorrhoea nor Lues Ve- 
nerea ever exifted. By whatever caufe irritation is pro- 
duced in the prepuce and glans, it feems to excite a dif- 
pofition in the fmall blood veflels of the parts to fprout 
or pullulate, by which thefe warty productions appear 
to be formed. 

As warts on the genitals are a frequent confequence 
of chancres, they have been always confidered as of a 
venereal nature, whether they are the immediate ef- 
fects of chancre, Gonorrhoea, or any other caufe. This 
opinion, however, is by no means well founded. Warts 
on thefe parts may, no doubt occur, while Lues Venerea 
exifts in the conftitution ; and in fuch inftances mercu- 
ry mufl be given before a permanent cure can be expect- 
ed. But in a great proportion of cafes, at leaft ninety- 
nine of a hundred, they appear to be entirely local, in- 
fomuch that remedies acting only upon the conftitution 
have no influence whatever in removing them, while 



Sed. XIII. and Prepuce, £sfV. 211 

they are for the moft part, eafily carried off by a variety 
of applications, which aft folely upon the excrefcenccs 
themfelves, or rather upon the veffels by which they are 
p iduced. Nay, they are fo evidently of a local nature, 
t i > f A'H°n they occur in Lues Venerea, although they are 
apt to return when removed while the infection 
exifts in the conftitution, yet it is very certain that this 
difeafe of the habit may be completely eradicated with- 
out any effect being produced upon them. The warts 
which fucceed to chancres commonly remain equally 
firm ani obftinate after mercury has been given as they 
were before, and are to be removed by the Came mea i 
if the constitution had never been affected. This, I may 
obferve, is a point which in a particular manner merits 
the attention of practitioners; I pnean of is are 

not daily verfant in this branch of bufinefs ; for while 
the opinion is retained, as is ftill the cafe with fome, of 
warts on thefe parts being in moft inftances connected 
v/ith Lues Venerea, much mifchief is apt to be done by a 
great deal of mercury being given where nc dVantage 
can even be derived from it. In the treatment of 1 is 
affection I have known the conftitution almoft rui 
by one courfe of mercury after another, without any 
effect upon the w r arts, and which were afterwards eafily 
and fpeedily removed by remedies applied directly to 
the parts themfelves. 

I have mentioned irritation as a caufe of thefe excref- 
cenccs, but it is only the (lighter kinds of it that feen s 
to produce them. They often fucceed to a flight de 
of inflammation, but I have never known them f. 
on parts highly inflamed : on the contrary, much in- 
flammation feems to deftroy the tendency in thefe parts 
to the production of warts, infomuch, that our moft ef- 
fectual remedies in the cure of thefe excrefcences, and 
for the preventing a return of them, are fuch as ah 
excite a good deal of pain and inflammation. They i 
no doubt be removed more quickly with a fcalpel or 
fciflars, by tying ligatures of waxed filk round them, 
when they are pendulous, and have narrow necks, but 
they are more apt to return when removed in this man- 
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ner, or even when they are deftroyed with cauftic, unlefs 
fome degree of inflammation has at the fame time been 
induced'upon the parts. Befides, ligatures cannot be ap- 
plied to warts with a broad bale, which they frequently 
have ; and few patients will fubmit to the ufe of the 
fcalpel for the extirpation of the numerous warts, which 
in fuch inftances for the moft part prevail. 

Inflammation for the pufpofi arts 

might be excited in various ways; but we neceffa 
prefer that which is the eafieft to the patient, an 
at the fame time proves effectual. We fometimes mcceed 
by bathing the warts and contiguous parts three or four 
times a day with a ftrong folution of curde fal ammoniac, 
or of corrosive i e. And a folution of mercury 

in the fpirit of nitre at the fame time that it acts upon 
tb 2 warts themfelves as 2. can .ms alio, by exciting 

ition in the veiTels of the contiguous parts, to 
remove or deftroy the difpofition which firft produced 
turn. Prefcriptions are given for thefe folutions in the 
Appendix, Nos. 39, 40, and 4.1. The two former may be 
ufed with freedom, but the ftiength of the latter renders 
it aeceffary to apply it with much delicacy and attention. 
The parts mould be merely moiftened with a pencil dip- 
ped in it, nor ihould this be repeated above once every 
: or third day. 

. e of cantharides, applied in this manner, fome- 
times anfwers ; but we find by experience, that out fuc- 
•om the ion of fuch powders 

as irritate and inflame the fkin, than from the ufe of the 
■ remedies in a liquid form. Savine in fine powder 
is one of the belt for common ufe. Common muftard, 
whether of the white or black kind, likewife anfwers ; 
and I have known the powder of betony, and of white 
hellebore, both feparately, and mixed in equal quanti- 
ties, prove fuccefsful. 

If the warts and (kin lying between them be fprinkled 
over with any of thefe daily, a fufficient degree of in- 
flammation is, for the moft part, loon induced, and we 
know that it has gone far enough when fome of the 
fmalleft begin to fhrivel and drop off. At this time we 
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on ;fat therefore to defift from any further ufe of the 
powder, always taking Care to renew it from time to 
time, if the inflammation fiib'fidi e the excrefcen- 

ire entirely removed; In few inftances, the warts 
fprout lip again after the] 2 alt< gether carried off. 

e, the powder fhould he again ap- 
over the 2 feat of the difeafe, and continued 

till Inch a degr e of inflammation is induced as the pa- 
lly bear. They will.feldom or never return 
again, ' the pans at this fecond . application of the re- 
in j . ; been made to inflame fufficiently. 

:ie powders, even in a fimple unmixed ftate, very 

om fail, but in J patients the warts are lo iirm, 

and the (kin of spuce fo thick and corrugated, 

that powders of a more powerfully irritating nature be- 

fary. In fuch cafes a fmall proportion of red 

precipitate, finely leVigated, being added to the pulvis 

; e, commonly aniwers. Calomel fometimes proves 

bual, whether ufed by itfelf, or mixed with any of 
thefe powders, and a powder compofed of equal parts 

lumen uftum and mercur. precrp. ruber, feldom fails. 
Even when warts are feated in the entrance of the 
urethra, they may be treated in this manner, at lead I 
have often removed them in this fituation by the appli- 
cation of thefe powders, and I never knew any harm 
produced by them. In one inftance when the wart was 
farther up the urethra than ufual, the excrefcence was 
completely removed by the pulvis fabinae alone, but a 
considerable degree of pain was induced by it, which 
ended in a very copious puriform difcharge. The ure- 
thra became tender and inflamed, through the whole 
length of it, and the running having all the appearance 
of the matter of Gonorrhoea, I fufpected that a new in- 
fection had been communicated. My patient, however, 
affured me that this could not poflibly be the cafe, as he 
had not for many months had any connection with wo- 
men, and there was no caufe to doubt his affertion. The 
running continued for the fpace of two or three weeks, 
with all the fymptoms of a common clap, and was cured 
precifely in the fame maimer, viz. by the ufe of afirin- 
gent injections. 
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SECT. XIV. 
Of Gonorrhea Simplex. 

I HAVE endeavoured in different parts of this work 
to {hew that the difcharge in Gonorrhoea Virulenta is the 
effect of inflammation excited in the urethra and conti- 
guous parts by the matter of infection being applied to 
them. In the end of the preceding fection a cafe is men- 
tioned, in which fymptoms occurred exactly fimilar to 
thofe produced by Gonorrhoea Virulenta from the appli- 
cation of an irritating powder to the urethra ; and 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they may at any time be 
induced by whatever excites inflammation in any part 
of that membrane. A puriform difcharge from the u- 
rethra, induced in this manner, and without any con- 
nection with an infected perfon having taken place, may 
be denominated Gonorrhoea Simplex. 

We have already had occafion to fee that a difcharge 
frequently occurs in females, ufually termed fluor albus, 
which, in particular circumftances, very much refembies 
Gonorrhoea Virulenta*. 

In men, we often meet with a difeafe exactly fimilar 
to this • where a copious difcharge of matter takes place 
from the urethra, attended with a fcalding heat in void- 
ing urine, and all the other fymptoms of Gonorrhoea, 
and where there is no fufpicion of infection being com- 
munjc ted. 

There is nothing more neceflary than for practition- 
ers to be aware of this, particularly the younger pnrt 
of the profeffion, who are apt to fuppofe that every ail- 
charge of matter from the genitals, efpecially in men, 
ought to be confidered as venereal. But although this 
is undoubtedly true in a great proportion of cafes, yet 
every practitioner of experience mud have met with ma- 
ny inftances of the reverfe, and in which the reputation 

* Vide chapter ii. fe£Hon 10. 
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of the moft virtuous people might have been ruined, 
were the diftincUon, of which we are now fpeaking over- 
looked. I have met with different inftances of men newly 
marked being fei zed with this fymptom, in fome of 
whi :h, ltjiough there was at firft fight much caufe for 
icion and anxiety on the part of the hufband, yet 
on being informed by a perfon on whofe judgment they 
placed confidence, that a running of this kind is not 
unfrequently induced by other caufes, and that the dis- 
charge which had newly taken place, would probably 
fnew, by its ending more quickly than Gonorrhoea- Vi- 
rulenta ufually does, that it was of a different nature, 
they foon became lefs anxious, and at laft were convin- 
ced of their fears having been altogether groundlefs. 

In like manner, I have in different inftances been 
confulted by women, who, on finding their hufband's 
linen ftained with matter, have fancied that they them- 
felyes had been injured by them ; and the imagination 
being once affected, we all know how difficult it is in. 
fuch matters to fet it right. I was fome time ago confult- 
ed by a lady in circumftances of this kind, who, from 
the caufe I have mentioned, had long been reduced to 
a ftate of the greateft diftrefs and mifery. Her mind was 
in the firft place deeply afflicted with the fuppofed mif- 
conducl of her hufband ; and fhe was fully convinced 
that flie herfelf laboured under almoft every fymptom 
which attends the venereal difeafe. To this flie was in 
a great meafure lead, by the opinion of a midwife, who 
unfortunately informed her, that from much experience 
in matters of this kind, fhe was convinced that (he was 
poxe 1, and defired her to apply to me. Inftead of this, 
me put herfelf under the care of one at a diltance from 
town, where fhe refided, and who, from not having 
much experience in matters of this kind, was eafily in- 
duced to believe that fymptoms took place which did 
not exift but in the imagination of the patient. There 
was no external mark of difeafe, but fhe complained of 
pains in her bones ; fevere pains in the parts of gene- 
ration and loins ; uneafmefs in the nofe, throat, &c. In 
fhort, fhe had perufed a modern treatife on the Lues 
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rea, by which fhe had become acquainted with the 
fymptoms of that difeafe, almoft all of which flie now 
imagined that me laboured under. 

A complete courfe of mercury, befides a variety 
;r medicines, were given in the country, but no 
age being derived from them, the patient came un- 
der my care. It appeared at once that fhc was diieafed 
in .imagination only, for I did not find, on the, moll 
minute inquiry, that any fymptom of the Lues Venerea 
had exifted from the firft. She acknowledged, that at 
different times, both before and after marriage, fae had 
been much diftrefTed with the fluor albus ; but this 
the only difeafe of which me ever complained ; and it 
never was of long continuance. 

I endeavoured to convince her that Ihe was perfectly 
found, that (lie never had the difeafe, and that the mat- 
ter which fhe had feen on her hufband's linen, and 
whic! s e only foundation of her fufpicion, was 

either produced by his connection with her while fhe 
was difi re fed with fluor albus, or by fome other caufe 
of a nature equally innocent. All this, however, would 
have proved ineffectual, but I luckily had an argument 
in my power which brought conviction along with it, 
and which, in the courfe of a few days, made all her 
fymptoms vanifh, which otherwife might have beer of 
the mod permanent nature. At the very time wher fhe 
fufpecled her hufband to have given her the infection, 
he had confulted me by letters, which I preferved, in 
which he expreffed his aftonifhment at the fudden ap- 
pearance of a difcharge of matter from the urethra, ac- 
companied with heat and uneafmefs along the whole 
courfe of the paflhge from the glans to the bladder. He 
never had been infected with Gonorrhoea, and having had 
no connection with any other woman than his wife, of 
whom he could not entertain the leaft fufpicion, he con- 
cludes his firft letter by enquiring whether or not f'uch 
fymptoms ever originate from other caufes than inter- 
courfe with an infected perfon, and at the fame time 
wifhed that fuch medicines might be fent to him as 
would as quickly as poffible put a flop to the difcharge. 
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In my anfwer to this, which Ialfo preferved, I mention- 
ed feveral caufes by which a difcharge from the urethra 
may be excited, and efpecially the effect of repeated in- 
tercourfe with women labouring under fluor albus, 
where the difcharge is more acrid than ufual. I at the 
fame time fent him an aftringent injection, defiringthat 
it might be ufed if the difcharge did not foon difappear. 
In a fubfequent letter he informed me, that he had been 
perfectly convinced by my account of it that his dif- 
eafe was of an innocent nature ; and as a proof of it 
he mentioned, that it went entirely off in the courfe of 
eight or ten days, without the injection, or any other 
remedy, being employed. A fight of this correfpondence, 
which I was enabled to mew, could alone remove the 
diftrefs under which my patient had long laboured. 

I have fince that period had occafion to know that her 
hufband has at different times had a return of the dif- 
charge from the urethra, in fome inftances from expo- 
fure to much cold, fatigue, or wetnefs, and repeatedly 
from connection with his wife when fhe laboured under 
fluor albus. 

This happened with a patient who never before had 
any difcharge from the urethra ; but a running is more 
particularly apt to occur from caufes of this kind, in fuch 
as have been frequently liable to Gonorrhoea Virulenta. 
I know many of this defcription who uniformly expe- 
rience a return of the difcharge on being expofed to 
much bodily fatigue, particularly much riding on horfe- 
back, or jolting in a carriage on a rough road, on their 
being overheated with wine, or having more connection 
than ufual even with found women. 

The irritation excited in the urethra by aftone in the 
bladder will, in fome inftances, induce a very copious 
difcharge of matter. When this takes place from the 
bladder itfelf, the matter comes off mixed with the u* 
rine, and in no other manner; but when it proceeds 
from the urethra only, as often happens, it affurnes all 
the appearances of Gonorrhoea Virulenta, and paffes off 
whether any exertions be made to empty the bladder or 
not. 

E e 
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We are led to underftand that people who are much 
employed in working among the warmer kind of fpices 
are very liable to a fcalding in making water accompa- 
nied with a difcharge of purulent-like matter from the 
urethra. It is more particularly apt to occur in thofe who 
work chiefly among Cayenne pepper : Nay, it has been 
known to happen from a perfcn carrying a few pounds 
of this article about with him for fale. 

The moil frequent caufe of ftrictures in the urethra is 
Gonorrhoea Virulenta ; but they alfo occur from other 
caufes. They have been met with in all periods of life, 
even where patients have never had any previous dif- 
charge from the urethra. They are particularly apt to 
occur in people advancing in years, between the fixtieth 
and feventieth year of age, and fometimes later. A per- 
fon who in his youth has luffered much with Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta, is very liable to be attacked about this peri- 
od with ftrictures in the urethra, but they likewife hap- 
pen, as I have obferved above, where no cauie of this 
kind can be given for them ; and in whatever manner 
they are induced, they are very conftantly attended with 
a plentiful difcharge of purulent-like matter. 

In fome, thefe ftrictures have been attended with fuch 
a concurrence of circumftances, fo fimilar to tbofe which 
occur in Gonorrhoea, that the beft practitioners have at 
firft been deceived with them. Where the irritation in 
the urethra has been confiderable, fympathetic fwellings 
have occurred in the glands of the groin ; and one or 
both tefticles have fwelled from the fame cauie. 

It'is generally known, that a difcharge may at any 
time be excited from the urethra, by the ufe of ftiinu- 
lating bougies. This has in different inftances been put 
in practice, where violent pain and other bad fymptoms 
have been induced by the fudden ftoppage of a Gonor- 
rhoea, but it has alio been advifed for the fame purpofe, 
that is, for exciting a difcharge of matter, merely for the 
removal of pain, where neither Gonorrhoea nor any ve- 
r.ereal fymptom had ever taken place ; and it has never 
.d when the famulus is of a fufficient ftrength of be- 

g attended with this effect. 
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We are informed by authors, that gout has in fome 
in dances been productive of a difcharge of puriform 
matter from the urethra ; and I have not a doubt of its 
happening in rheumatifm. Of this I have met with dif- 
ferent well-marked inftances, where a flow of matter 
from the urethra has alternated with pains in the knees, 
and other large joints ; and among labouring people ac- 
cultomed to work much in water, fuch as ditchers, a dif- 
charge of this nature is by no means unfrequent. A pa- 
tient of mine, who annually takes a great deal of exer- 
cile in following game, is always feized with a difcharge 
of matter from the urethra when he goes in fearch of 
ducks, by which his feet and legs are kept immerfed in 
water for feveral days together. 

Other caufes might be mentioned, by which a dif- 
charge from the urethra is at times produced, in every 
refpecl fimilar to the matter of Gonorrhoea Virulenta, 
but thefe are fufficient to fhew that it may frequently 
occur from caufes of the mod innocent natui :, and in 
perlons entirely blamelefs. Of this, all who have done 
much bufinefs in this branch of practice will be eafily 
convinced, as indances of it are often occurring ; but the 
difcrefs which the want of difcrimination in matters of 
this kind is apt to excite, is often fo great, not to indivi- 
duals alone, but to the families with which they are con- 
nected ; and I have happened to meet with fo mar , difa- 
greeible occurrences of this kind, which might eafny have 
been prevented, that I judged it proper in this manner 
to take particular notice of it. 

The fact being eftablifhed that all the ufualfymptoms 
of Gonorrhoea Virulenta may be excited by a variety of 
paufes, may be confidered as an additional proof of the 
matter of Lues Venerea, and of that difeafe being differ- 
ent ; for although the matter produced in this manner 
in the urethra is fo fimilar to that of Gonorrhoea com- 
municated by impure coition, that the one cannot be 
diftinguiflied from the other, yet no perfon ever ima- 
gined that the fymptoms of Lues Venerea could be pro- 
duced by any of thefe, nor by any caufe whatever, but 
the abforntion of the matter of that difeafe itfelf. 
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It may alfo be remarked, that this opinion of the dif- 
ference between thefe two difeafes is farther confirmed 
by the method of cure being the fame, whatever may. 
have been the caufe of the running. Whether the matter* 
difcharged from the urethra be excited by infection com- 
municated by a perfon labouring under Gonorrhoea Vi- 
rulenta, or by any of the caufes I have enumerated of 
Gonorrhoea Simplex, the method of treatment ought 
not to be varied. It is true that the latter will, for the 
moft part difappear, whether any remedy be employed 
for it or not ; but this will alfo happen with Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta. A cure, however, will be obtained much more 
fpeedily by a timeous and proper ufe of inje&ions than 
in any other manner ; and if this is admitted in one va- 
riety of the difeafe, it will be found equally applicable 
in the other. So far, indeed, as my obfervation goes, 
the difcharge. in Gonorrhoea Simplex is not more readi- 
ly affected by the internal exhibition of medicines than 
we have -fhewn to be the cafe in Gonorrhoea Virulenta, 
while a proper application of an aftringent injection very 
feldom fails in removing it. When, however, it feems 
either to depend upon general debility ^ or to be much 
connected with this ftate of the fyftem, we find from ex- 
perience that cold bathing, and whatever tends to re- 
store the lofs of tone that has taken place, proves more 
obvioufly ufeful here than in Gonorrhoea Virulenta. 
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On Lues Venerea. 

SECT. I. 

General Obfervations on Lues Venerea. 

THE Lues Venerea, Syphilis, or Venereal Difeafe, 
was firft defcribed with accuracy by the authors 
who flourifhed about the end of the fifteenth century. 
This induced many to imagine that it was not previ- 
oufly known in Europe ; and Columbus with his fol- 
lowers having about this period returned from their 
firft expedition to the Weft Indies, it has been fuppo- 
fed that they brought this difeafe along with them. 
That the venereal difeafe might be met with by 
Columbus when he firft landed in Hifpaniola, I will 
not difpute. Like many other difeafes, it might not 
be peculiar to one fet of people, or confined to one 
hemifphere of the globe ; but many arguments might 
be induced to fhew that it was well known in the old 
continent, and that it prevailed among the Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans, and their defcendants long be- 
fore the difcovery of America. • This would lead, 
however, to a great length of difcufTion^and being 
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more a matter of curiofity than of real utility, I fhall 
not enter farther upon it at prefent. 

Various definitions have been given by Nofologifts 
of Lues Venerea, but the fymptoms of the difeafe are 
fo numerous, and the appearances which it affumes 
are fo complicated, that no definition fufficiently 
eomprehenhve and accurate, can be given of it. In 
fome inflances it appears in a particular fpot only, 
and continues apparently local for a great length of 
time ; while in a great proportion of cafes it loon 
contaminates the whole fyftem, producing a greater 
variety of fymptoms than perhaps any other difeafe 
with which we are acquainted. 

DifFerent opinions have prevailed, refpecling the 
manner in which Lues Venerea may be communicat- 
ed, but it is now certain, that it can be produced in 
no other way than by direct application of the mat- 
ter of contagion to the furface of the body ; or by 
palTing, as other hereditary difeafes do, from parents 
to their children. The virus cannot be carried, as 
was once imagined, from one perfon to another by 
the atmofphere, but it may be applied in various 
ways fo as to communicate the difeafe. 

i. In a great proportion of cafes the difeafe is given 
by one perfon to another in coition. The venereal 
matter refling upon one or more points, excites fmall 
inflammatory pimples termed chancres, from which 
it is carried by the. abforbents into the fyftem, for 
the moft part producing, in its way, obstruction, 
and fwelling in the contiguous lymphatic glands ; 
and thus forming buboes in the groins. 

2. It is frequently given by a difeafed child to a 
nurfe, in which cafe the nipples firft become fore, 
and the matter as it palfes into the circulation, ex- 
cites fwellings in the glands of the axilla. 

3. An infected nurfe can fearcely give fuck with- 
out communicating the difeafe to the child. When 
this happens from venereal fores in the nipples, fores 
of a fimilar nature form on the lips of the child, and 
the matter from thence is taken up by the abforbents. 
Bui: a child may alfo be infected merely by lucking 



Sett. I. on Lues Venerea. 5 

the milk of a clifeafed woman. In this cafe, the dif- 
eafe does not always appear at firft about the mouth 
of the child : It proceeds more readily to contaminate 
the fyftem than to produce any local effects. Many 
indeed allege .that the difeafe cannot be communicat- 
ed in this manner, and are of opinion, that a child 
cannot be itifected merely by the milk of a nurfe ; I 
3m convinced, however, from a variety of facts, 
that the opinion I have adopted is well founded ; 
but we (hall have occafion to confider it more parti- 
cularly hereafter. 

4. The foetus may alfo be infected as it paffesfrom 
the uterus by the matter of venereal lores in the pu- 
dendum of the mother. Of this I have known dif- 
ferent inftances. In fuch cafes, one or more fores 
firft appear in particular parts, from whence the 
matter is carried by the abforbents into the fyftem. 

5. I have known different inltances of the difeafe 
being given to midwives in delivering women with 
venereal fores about the pudendum. 

6. In whatever manner the matter of Lues Vene- 
rea is applied to a wound, or to an inflamed or ul- 
cerated furface, the difeafe will, in a great propor- 
tion of cafes, be produced, burgeons, in dreffing 
venereal fores, are fome times infected in this way ; 
and the difeafe has been communicated by performing 
the operation of blood-letting with a lancet that had 
previoufly opened a bubo. 

7. Although we find in moft inltances of this dif- 
eafe, either that the matter has been directly applied 
to a wound or to an ulcer, or that by its own acri- 
mony it had induced both inflammation and fuppura- 
tion before abforption took place, yet cafes fome- 
times occur in which nothing of this kind can be dis- 
covered, and where the matter is abforbed while 
both the cutis and cuticle remain entire. This will 
moft readily happen where the cuticle is thin, as is 
the cafe in the glans penis and lips. Hence the fyf- 
tem has, in different inftances, been infected by mat- 
ter left upon the lips in killing, audi: I j .iking out 
of a cup recently ufed by an infected , cifon, and in 
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fome of thefe without any ulceration being induc- 
ed. 

This mode of receiving venereal infection is not a 
frequent one, but as I have met with it in various 
inflances, while the poflibility of its existence is de- 
nied by many, I thought it right to mention it, in 
order to prevent thefe miflakes, and that mifchief 
in practice which might arife from the prevalence of 
fuch an opinion. 

So readily does the venereal poifon enter'the fyf- 
tem, that it can fcarcely be applied to any part of 
the furface of the body but with confiderable hazard. 
For the reafons that I have mentioned, abforption 
will occur with more certainty in fome parts than in 
others ; but I know, from various facts, that fcarce- 
ly any part of the fkin is too thick to prevent it, par- 
ticularly if the parts have been rendered tender or ir- 
ritable, either by inflammation or any other caufe. 
Nay, it fometimes happens where no affection of this 
kind is perceived. In two inflances buboes occur- 
red in the axilla, and the patients were poxed by the 
matter of venereal fores being applied to the fingers 
where the fkin was found ; and in another, the dif- 
eafe was communicated by the patient wearing the 
fame breeches which he had ufed three months be- 
fore, when labouring under extenfive venereal fores 
of the penis and fcrotiim, but of which he had been 
entirely cured. He knew that fome of the matter 
had occafionally dropped upon the breeches, but this 
did not occur to him till the difeafe appeared about 
the time I have mentioned, in the form of a large 
ulcer on the upper part of the penis, and without 
even the polfibility of his haying received the infec- 
tion in any other manner. 

It is fomewhat remarkable that the venereal virus 
mould fo readily enter the fyftem when applied to 
any part of the furface of the body, when we find, 
from a variety of facts, that the abibrbents of the 
ftomach and inteflines do not receive it. The mat- 
ter of venereal fores, when mixed with water ufed 
for warning them, has, in various inflances, been 
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fwallowed by miftake ; but we have no inftance of 
pox being produced by it. 

In whatever way the matter of Syphilis is applied 
to the abforbents, when it has once entered the fyf- 
tem, the effects which refult from it are nearly the 
fame ; but at prefent, I mean, in a great meafure, to 
confine the defcription of the difeafe to its rife and 
progrefs in the moft ordinary form^of it, where the 
infection is communicated by one perfon to another 
in the act of coition. 

The plan which I mean to purfue is, in the firft 
place, to give an account of the different fymptoms 
of Lues Venerea in the order in which they common- 
ly appear ; and as our being able to afcertain the ap- 
pearanee of every fymptom with as much certainty 
as poffible is an object of the firft importance, I (hall 
defcribe each fymptom under a diftinct head, and at 
the fame time fhall point out fuch circumftances as 
moft clearly ferve to diftinguifh it from other affec- 
tions to which it bears a refemblance. 

2. I mail offer a few obfervations on the nature of 
the venereal poifon, 

3. An account of the different remedies ufed in 
Lues Venerea, particularly of mercury, and its pre- 
parations. 

4. I (hall treat of the employment of thefe reme- 
dies in the different fymptoms of the difeafe. 

5. Of Lues Venerea, as it appears in new-born 
infants. 

6. Of fome peculiarities of form under which this 
difeafe has appeared in Scotland and in Canada. 

7. I mean next to treat of prophylactics, or the 
means of preventing infection. 

8. To confider how far Lues Venerea is ever pro- 
ductive of other difeafes ; and, 

9. To give in an appendix formula; of the medi- 
cines enumerated in the preceding parts of the work. 
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SECT. II. 

Of the Symptoms of 'Lues 'Venerea t 
§ I. General ObfervatiOns. 

THE venereal difeafe appears occafionally, as I 
have -already obferved, in a great variety of forms. 
For the moft part it occurs locally at firft upon fome 
part of the furface of the body, ufually upon the ge- 
nitals, from whence it proceeds, and commonly with 
fome regularity, to afFecl every j5art of the fyftem. 
In others, the firft fymptoms which take place indi- 
cates an affe&ion of the conflitution, and the difeafe, 
inftead of appearing upon the furface of the body, af- 
fects either the throat, bones, or tendons. 

When Lues Venerea is not interrupted in its pro- 
grefs by the ufe of mercury or other remedies, the 
following is the order in which the fymptoms com- 
monly appear, viz. chancres ; buboes ; ulcers and in- 
flammation in the throat ; ulcers in the mouth and 
nofe ; eruptions, or blotches, on the furface of thebo^ 
dy ; ulcers in different parts ; nodes, and fwellingsin 
the periofteiim, bones, and tendons ; excrefcences a- 
bout the anus ; fwellings of the teftes ; lofs of hair 
from all parts of the body ; blindnefs, lofs of hearings 
and other anomalous fymptoms. In this order I mail 
proceed to treat of them. 

\ 2. Of Chancres % 

The firft effect which ufually refults frOm the ap- 
plication of the matter of Lues Venerea to any part 
of the furface of the body, is a flight degree of inflam- 
mation. The part becomes itchy, red, and in fome 
degree painful ; and nature endeavouring to wafh a- 
waythe irritating caufe, a quantity of ferumis thrown 
out under the cuticle, in the form of a fmall boil or 
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pimple. This foon burfts, and leaves a fore of a cor- 
refponding fize, foul^ahd floughy at the bottom, with 
hard retorted edges, and which, from the corroding 
appearance which it afTumes, has by the French teen 
denominated Chancre, a term which we have alfo a- 
dopted. 

Chancres do not appear at any certain period after 
the application of the virus. I have known them form 
in lefs than twenty-four hours, while in others fix 
weeks have elapled. Three or four days is the moil 
frequent period. The patient at firft feels a fenfe of 
titulationdver all theglans,and this is often productive 
ofa frequent delire to void urine. On examining the 
parts fome degree of tendernefs is often perceived over 
the whole, but the chancre itfelf is feldom at firft 
larger than a millet feed. 

The caufe of chancres appearing at fuch different 
periods after the matter of infection has been commu- 
nicated, is not always obvious ; but we may fuppofe 
it to depend in fome degree upon the acrimony of the 
matter, and this again upon the matter being more or 
lcfs diluted with ferum, mucus, or pus. It may alfo 
in fome meafure depend upon the ftate of the parts to 
which the matter is applied. As thefe are more or 
lefs irritable, inflammation will more or lefs readily 
take place from the application of the virus ; and 
where the parts to which it is applied cannot be irri- 
tated, and where inflammation is not therefore pro- 
diiced, no chancres will enfue. 

Chancres appear occafionally over all the external 
parts of generation, and in fome inftances, even on the 
contiguous parts. 1 have known them form over the 
whole fcrotum, on all parts cf the penis, and even on 
the lower region of the abdomen, immediately above 
the pubes. They may indeed form on all the lb ft 
parts of the body, but they are mod frequently feated 
on the glans penis, and on the preputium near to its 
connection with the glans; the former being covered 
with cuticle only, and the latter being a thin produc- 
tion of the cutis vera, both are eafily made to inflame. 

Vol. II. B ' " 
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We alfo remark that chancres are frequent about the 
frenum, from the doublings of the fkin being here par- 
ticularly apt to retain the matter by which they are 
produced. In fome inftances they form on the very 
point of the glans, and even altogether within the 
verge of the urethra. Here, as well as when near to 
the frenum, they prove always more troublefome,and 
more difficult of cure, than in other parts of the pe- 
nis. 

There is fometimes only one chancre, but for the 
mod part we meet with two, three, or even more ; 
nay, in fome inftances, they cover the prepuce almoft 
entirely. In this cafe, when they run into one ano- 
ther, none of them are difrincr, and the whole, when 
thus connected, give the appearance of a foul ulcer, 
with hard edges, an unequal furface, and difcharging 
a foetid, ill-conditioned matter. 

The colour, quantity, and confiftence of tfoe matter 
of chancres is exceedingly variable. It is ufually of 
a dirty green colour, and often tinged with red, the 
confiftence thin, and the quantity large in proportion 
to the lize of the fores. This laft circumftance may 
be owing to the contiguous parts being apt to inflame, 
and although not ulcerated, to afford matter which 
we cannot eafily difcriminate from the difcharge of 
the chancres. 

In a great proportion of cafes the appearances of 
chancres are fo nearly the fame that no perfon of ex- 
perience can be under any doubt concerning them; 
but, as they fometimes vary in lize, form, and other 
circumftances, fome difcernment is occaiionally re- 
quired to diftinguifh between them and fores of a dif- 
ferent kind. The diagnofis of chancres is indeed a 
point of much importance in practice. "We are aptto~ 
conclude that every fore upon the genitals is of a ve- 
nereal nature, a circv'.mftance which has fubjected 
many to much inconvenience and diftrefs. Mercury is 
commonly prefer ibed, but where the cafe is not vene- 
real no advantage is derived from it, and the patient, 
after a tedious and painful confinement, finds the fores 
in no better ftate than at firft. In all iuch affections we 
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fhould recollect that the penis and contiguous parts are 
liable to excoriations, pimples, and other eruptive com- 
piamts, equally with the reft of the body ; nor fhould 
we too ralhly fuppofe, as is frequently done, that all 
fuch appearances proceed from a venereal caufe. It is 
not often indeed that we can be in doubt upon this point, 
f jr chancres, in raoft inftances, are fo diftin&ly marked 
that there is no room to hefitate concerning them ; but 
where they do appear in a doubtful form, and efpecially if 
the patient has been liable to affections iimiiar in apear- 
ance, and where no venereal taint could be lufpe&ed, 
fome time mould always be allowed to pafs before any de- 
ciiive opinion is given. When fores of this kind are of a 
fimpie, innocent nature, they ufuaily heal in the courfe 
of a iiiOrt time, merely by being kept clean, while they 
will gradually become worfe if they are venereal if mer- 
cury oe not employed, or if they, are not treated with 
efcharrotic or aftnngent applications. In all fuch cir- 
cumftances no remedy fhould be made ufe of that can ei- 
ther promote or retard the cure of the fores, till we are 
enabled by farther obfervation to afcertain of what nature 
they reaily are. 

I We are mod apt to doubt of the nature of thefe fores, 
when, inftead of being fmall and circumfcribed, they 
fpread and occupy more fpace than chancres ufuaily do. 
A real venereal chancre is feldom fo large at firlt as the 
bafe of a fplit-pea, and the edges of the fore are elevated, 
fomewhat hard, and painful ; but although this is very com- 
monly the cafe, yet, in a few inftances, it is fo much 
crherwife, that inftead of a fmall circumfcribed fore, we 
obferve a flight fuperficial ulceration, not attended either 
with pain or hardnefs, and which, by the confequences 
alone, we find to be venereal. In' all fuch cafes certain- 
ty will be obtained from time and obfervation, and in no 
other manner. Nor can any harm enfue from a fhort 
delay ; for while this will commonly determine the quef- 
tiota, the fame courfe of treatment will afterwards prove 
effectual which would have clone fo at firft ; and in this 
manner fores may be often cured in the courfe of a few 
clays, in which, if a courfe of mercury had once been en- 
tered upon, confinement for feveral weeks would have 
been judged advifeable. 
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Befides the variety of chancres which I have mentioned, 
there is another, which it is proper to notice. Iniiead 
of appearing in the form of fmali circumfcribed pimples, 
or iuperficial fores, fuch as I have defcribed, they become 
iuddenly elevated into extenfive vefications. In theie, a 
thin, clear lymph is fometimes contained; but more fre- 
quently the lymph is tinged with blood. The livid ap- 
pearance with which this is accompanied gives at firfl 
caufe to fufped that mortification may enfue, and accord- 
ingly chancres of this description haveufuaily been judg- 
ed to be of a more dangerous nature than others. I have 
not found, however, that this is the cafe. Their colour 
i'eems to depend entirely on the quantity of blood mixed 
with the ferum which they contain, and on their contents 
being difcharged, and the cuticle removed, the parts be- 
neath have the appearance of a clean, excoriated iurface, 
without being affected in any other manner. 

When chancres are properly treated from their com- 
mencement, they commonly allume a healing appearance 
in the courfe of a few days ; but in fome initances owing 
to neglect, in others to fome peculiarity of conititution, 
and perhaps occafionaljy to the matter of infection having 
been particularly virulent, iniiead of becoming clean, 
and of a red, healthy complexion, and which they always 
do before a cure takes place, they become daily more foul, 
and at the fame time more extenfive, and if their pro- 
grefs be not flopped by a judicious external treatment, 
combined with a proper courfe of mercury, they proceed 
to form fores of a very confiderable magnitude. The 
danger from thefe, when feated in the preputium, is ii?- 
confiderable ; but in the glans, this variety ot chancre is 
apt to go to fuch a depth as to prove very alarming. 1 lie 
danger is fometimes great from the haemorrhages with 
which they are accompanied, and we are often alloniihed 
at the rapid prcgrefs of the fores. In fome initances they 
extend io quickly as to deilroy a great part of the penis in 
the courfe of a few days. 

This rapid progrefs, which chancres in fome infiances 
make, is, for the molt part, fuppofed to depend upon 
fome peculiarity in the conititution of the patient ; for, 
in general, chancres remain circumfcribed, and nearly 
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ftationary, for a great part of their duration. But I have 
reaton to think, that in fome iniiances it proceeds 
from the nature of the matter by which they are produc- 
ed : I conclude that it is fo from chancres of this defcrip- 
tion being much more frequent at particular times than at 
others, and from obferving them at the fame time in dif- 
ferent people receiving tire infection from the fame wo- 
man. About two years ago I met with more infiances of 
this phagadenic chancre in the fpace of three or four 
months than I had feen for feveral years before, and in 
four of them the infection was traced to the fame woman : 
The chancres in all of them appeared early, and made 
fuch rapid progrefs that very troublefome haemorrhages 
occurred from them m the fpace of three or four days 
from their firit appearance ; and in a fmall .town to 
which I was lately called for an alarming haemorrhagy, 
produced by an ulcer of this kind, the furgeon in attend- 
ance informed me that in the fpace of a few weeks he had 
met with three inftances of the fame nature, in which 
the infection was aifo traced to trie fame woman. 

Chancres of every kind, and m*all their itages, are lia- 
ble to inflame when roughly treated, particularly when 
the parts are much fretted by walking, or riding on horfe- 
back. This ought to be attentively guarded againft, for 
inflammation not only promotes the abforption ol the ve- 
nereal virus, as we {hail more particularly hereafter have 
occafion to mention, but when it affects the preputmm, 
phymofis is commonly the coniequence, and it proves 
always an untoward occurrence, as it prevents free accefs 
to the fores beneath, a point of the firit importance in the 
treatment of chancre. 

In women, chancres have prenfely the fame appear- 
ance as in men. They occur chiefly upon the internal 
parts of the labia pudendi, on the nymphas, clitoris, and 
entrance of the vagina and urethra, but they are feidom 
or never altogether within either- of thefe pailages. They 
are mofl frequent about the under part ot thefe labia, ow- 
ing to the matter producing them being moll apt to reft 
here, and from the fame cauie they often form upon the 
perineum, near the amis. In tins fituation they prove 
always highly diftrefsful, and are more apt to terminate 
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in deep and extenfive ulceration, than in parts not fo lia- 
ble to be injured ; for here they are fretted by every mo- 
tion of the limbs, nor can the patient be feated without 
pr effing upon them. 

Whether in men or women, chancres on parts covered 
with firm fkin have a very different appearance from fuch 
as occur upon parts more thimy protected. Initead of 
fmall circumfcnbed pimples, iuch as I have defcribed, 
the (kin appears red and tender for a day or two, and 
without being previoufly elevated into Imall vehcles, ul- 
cerations break out at once. A fcetid vifcid matter oozes 
out, which, on being removed, leaves the bottom of the 
fores of a deep red colour, and their edges inflamed and 
ragged, and however entirely this matter may be wiped 
oft, it is.foon renewed, and in the ipace of a few hours 
forms into a thick firm cruft, which either remains till it 
be torn off, or till it be completely feparated from the 
contiguous parts by the formation of new matter beneath. 
This kind of fore is mod frequent in parts covered with 
hair, particularly about the root of the penis in men, and 
above the pubes, and on the perineum in women. 

(J 3. Of Buboes* 

A venereal bubo is a painful fwellingof a lymphatic 
gland, produced by absorption of the venereal virus. 
The w T hole furface of the body having abibrbents 
fpread upon it no contagious matter can be applied to 
any part of it but with the rifk of injuring the confri- 
tution. In various initances of Lues Venerea the fyf- 
tem is infecled by the matter being carried direclly in- 
to the blood, but in others a Swelling previoufly takes 
place in one or more of the lymphatic glands lying be- 
tween the part to which the matter is rirft applied and 
the heart. 

Thcfe glands being formed by convolutions of the 
lymphatic veffels, are apt to be obftrutted by any ir- 
ritating matter which enters them. Hence a vene- 
real bubo is a very frequent fymptom of the difeafe ; 
and, as it is alfo one of thefe which gives the greateft 
diftrefs and perplexity both to patients and practiti- 
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oners, I mall give a more minute defcription of it than 
might otherwife have been neeefTary. 

The points of mod importance in the hiftory of bu- 
boes, and which we mall therefore be particularly anx- 
ious to afcertain, are, the ftate of parts moft favoura- 
ble to their production ; their moft frequent fituati- 
011 ; the appearances which they afTume at different 
periods of their duration, and the means of diftin- 
guifhing them from other fwellings which they re- 
femble. 

I have already obferved, that the venereal virus 
may be abforbed where the fkin is found and entire : 
Hence Lues Venerea may take place where no exter- 
nal mark can be difcovered upon the part to which 
the matter of infection was applied. It muft be ad- 
mitted that this is by no means a common occurrence ; 
but I have met with it in fuch a number of well 
marked inftances, that I have no more doubt of the 
fadt than of any other that falls daily and clearly 
within our obfervation. It has happened too in al- 
moft all of thefe, that a bubo was one of the firftfymp- 
toms of the difeafe. I have now upwards of twenty 
cafes recorded of bubo taking place where not a ve£ 
tige could be traced either of previous Gonorrhoea, 
chancre, or excoriation. 

As the firlt two or three cafes of this which occurred to 
me gave rife to a good deal of difficulty, by the uncertain 
and undecilive practice with which they were attended, 
I think it right in this manner to make it known. At 
the time it was an eftablifhed opinion, as it Mill is with 
many, that boboes cannot take place without fome previ- 
ous formation of matter in the contiguous parts. In the 
cafes to which I allude the cure was therefore protracted 
to a great length ; for till the nature of the difeafe became 
more obvious, and which fometimes did not happen till 
other fymptoms appeared, the ufe of mercury, from 
which alone relief could be obtained, was commonly 
poftponed. The fwelling was either fuppofed to proceed 
from a ftrain in walking or riding, or to originate from 
fcrophula, by which a good deal of time was loft to no 
kind of purpofe. 
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In a former part of this work we have feen that fwell- 
ings take place in the glands of the groin from inflamma- 
tion produced by gonorrhoea : Thefe have, with fuffici- 
ent propriety, been termed fympathctic buboes, and they 
are by no means uncommon ; but the real idiopathic bu- 
bo, proceeding from abforption of fyphilitic matter, is, 
in a great proportion of cafes, preceded by fome obvious 
local mark of the virus in the contiguous parts, moil fre- 
quently by chancre. The matter pafles fo evidently from 
the chancre along the lymphatics to the contiguous glands, 
that one or more of thefe veiiels are often found hard, 
and in a Itate of enlargement, in their courfe from the 
fores to the glands. This, in fome inftances, may hap- 
pen from, inflammation excited by the virus ; in others, 
it may be altogether the effect of obitrudion to the paflage 
of the lymph. In fome cafes the lymphatics in this flate 
of enlargement become totally unfit for the purpofes of 
abforption ; abfcefles form in them ; and on thefe burn- 
ing, they are fucceeded by troublefome fores. 

Chancres, in all their ftages, and in every period of 
their duration, will occafionally produce buboes ; but it 
is worthy of remark, that they feldom occur but with pre- 
vious marks of inflammation : Hence buboes are moll 
frequent in the incipient flate of chancres, while the in- 
flammation by which they were produced ft ill prevails. 
Indeed more buboes take place during the firft eight or 
ten days from the appearance of chancre than in any 
other period of equal extent in the whole courfe of the 
difeale. When the original inflammatory flate of chan- 
cres is over, and the parts are merely ulcerated without 
being painful, they will continue in this lituation for a 
great length of time, without any tendency to buboes be- 
ing perceived, till inflammation is by fome caufe or other 
induced upon them : Hence we find buboes very fre- 
quently occur foon after cauftic has been applied to chan- 
cres, and not uncommonly after the parts have been dref- 
fed with precipitate or any irritating ointment. The pain 
which thefe occalion tends, in the firft place, to create 
fome degree of inflammation, to which buboes very fre- 
quently fucceed. 
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It is not however the higher degrees of inflammation 
which prove moft favourable to the production of buboes. 
When inflammation fuddenly takes place to a great height, 
and fpreads along the lymphatics leading from chancres 
the fyifem is not apt to be infected. Theie veffels ap- 
pear to be deprived by a great degree of inflammation, of 
the power of abforption, probably by their being render- 
ed impervious ; but it is equally certain, as I have al- 
ready obferved, that every (light degree of inflammation, 
as well as whatever tends to ilimulate the extremities of 
abforbents, excites them more or lefs to action, and there- 
by tends to increafe their power of abforption. Of this 
we have daily proofs in the practice of inoculating for the 
fmall-pox, where we find that infection very rarely takes 
place, perhaps not once in a thoufand inftances, if the 
wound at which the matter of infection was introduced is 
not excited to inflame : Hence the more irritation that 
is excited at the time of inoculation the more certainly 
the difeafe is communicated. 

We may here mention another inftance of the effect 
produced by the irritation of lymphatics in promoting ab- 
forption. In the application of unctuous fubftances to the 
furfaceofthe body, particularly in the ufe of mercurial 
ointment, the power of friction is univerfally admitted ; 
and we cannot fuppofe that it acts in any other manner 
than by Simulating the abforbents of the parts. Some in* 
deed have alferted, that in matters of this kind no ad- 
vantage is derived from friction, and that tne abforbents 
would act with equal influence although the ointment was 
merely applied to them ; but this is fo directly contrary 
to the obfervation of all who have attended to the effects 
of friction in fuch cafes, that no farther notice need be 
taken of it.* 

It has been remarked that old venereal ulcers do not 
produce buboes, and this has given rife to an opinion that 
the matter produced by thefe fores is not of a venereal na- 
ture, that is, that it would not contaminate the fyftem 
were it carried into the blood by the abforbents. Mr. 

* It feems tobe furprifing <?hat Mr. Hunter ihould hazard an opinioa to this 
effeft. Vide Treatife on the .Venereal Difeafe by John Hunter. 
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Hunter was, I believe, the firft who advanced this opini- 
on, and I do not know that it has yet been publicly con- 
troverted ; but fo far as mv obfervation goes I can decid- 
edly fay that it is not well founded. I admit that buboes, 
or iwellings of the lymphatic glands, do not often pro- 
ceed from venereal fores of long duration, particularly 
from fueh as arife from infection of the fyitem ; but al- 
though they are not frequent, yet in various inilances we 
meet with them. I have feen them in the neck, from 
ulcers in the throat ; in the groin, from fores on the toes 
and feet ; and in the axilla, from ulcers on the fingers and 
hands : and the caufe of their not being more trequent 
may be eafily explained. We have juft had occafion to 
remark, that abforption of the matter of Lues Venerea 
does not often happen if the parts to which it is applied 
do not inflame. Now we know that it is one of the moll 
charaeleriftic circumilances of old venereal fores, their 
being feldom accompanied with inflammation. This is 
particularly the cafe in ulcers of the throat, where inflam- 
mation feldom takes place to any diftrefsful height. 
Swellings of the glands in the neck very feldom hap- 
pen therefore from this caufe, but itili they are oc- 
cafionally met with ; and I believe that they happen 
as frequently here, in proportion to the frequency 
of the true venereal inflammation which takes place 
W thefe fores, as in any other part of the body. 
They occur more frequently in the groin and arm- 
pit, from ulcers on the extremities, than they do in 
the neck from ulcers in the throat ; but this hap- 
pens obvioufly from ulcers of thefe parts being more 
apt to inflame than venereal ulcers in the throat ; 
and it ferves as a farther proof of the effect of in- 
flammation in increaiing the aiftforbent powers of the 
lymphatics. 

In a former work I have lhewn the propriety of 
$|<ftingui£hing venereal ulcers into two kinds. Chan- 
cres I would denominate primary ulcers, being the 
root or ff>u-rc"e of at] farther infection, while all thofe 
may be. denominated fymptomatic which arife from 
the fyphilic virus having entered the fyftcm. That 
chancres fhoulci be more of an inflammatory nature 
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thanfymptcmatic ulcers, and therefore that the mat- 
ter produced by them fhould be more apt to ftimulate 
the abfbrbents is not furprifing ; for we can readily 
fuppofe that the matter of thefe old ulcers muft be 
rendered mild by being diluted. Even the matter of 
chancres become lefs virulent when the difeafe has 
been of long duration ; and the difcharge of an ulcer- 
ated bubo, although the bubo itfelf was produced by 
a chancre, is evidently of a milder nature than the 
difcharge of chancres ; for we feldom or never fee 
new buboes arife in the glands lying contiguous to an 
old bubo in a ftate of ulceration : But we cannot fure- 
ly imagine that this proceeds from the matter of 
thefe fores not being venereal. I believe it to de- 
pend upon the caufe which I have mentioned. The 
matter of a lore in this fituation muft be continually 
diluted by the lymph which is at all times palling 
into the gland. This may render it fo mild that it 
will not be capable of ftimulating the contiguous 
glands, fo as to form obftructions in them. It will 
rather pafs ealily along with the lymph into the ge- 
neral mafs of blood ; nor will it produce any imme- 
diate or obvious effedt, even when it has entered the 
fyftem ; for when thus diluted by all the blood in 
the body, fome quantity muft be required to accu^ 
mulate before any irritation will enfue ; and till 
fome degree of irritation is excited no evident effect, 
will take place. It muft either exift in fuch a ftate 
of acrimony, or in fuch quantity as to be capable of 
exciting irritation in fome part of the folids, other- 
wile no mark of difeafe will occur from it: Hence 
may be accounted for ail thole inftances of'Lues Ve- 
nerea breaking out at *ery diftant periods after in- 
fection was communicated, and of the difference 
which in this refpecl: we meet with in different pa- 
tients ; the difeafe in fome breaking out in the courfe 
of two or three weeks from the time of infection, 
while in others it does not appear for eight, ten, or 
twelve months. Nay, there is reafori to think that 
in fome it has not appeared till feveral years have 
elapfed, and of which I could adduce fuch proofs as 
feem to render it certain. 
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That the matter of old venereal fores is capable of 
communicating infection few I believe will doubt. 
Many decifive proofs might indeed be given of it, 
but I fhall only mention the following. When the 
matter of a chancre excites fwelling in the contigu- 
ous glands we have few inflances of the virus palling 
into the confutation. The glands will remain en- 
larged for a confiderable time without any mark of 
the fyflem being injured, probably from the matter 
of infection being flopped in its progrefs by the difr 
eafed flate of the glands ; but when buboes become 
ulcerated, if mercury be not employed, the difeafe, 
for the mofl part, foon breaks out in the throat and 
other parts of the body from the matter pf thefe fe-, 
condary or Symptomatic fores having entered the cir- 
culation. In fome inflances, as I have mentioned 
above, a confiderable time elapfes before the confti- 
tution is affected by the matter of thefe fores, but it 
fcarcely ever fails of fhewhig itfelf at lafl, and not 
unfrequently in the courfe of a fhort time from the " 
ulceration of the bubo taking place. 

When to this we add, that fores of this descrip- 
tion are cured in the fame manner with every other 
fymptom of the venereal difeafe ; -that they daily in- 
reafe in depth and extent till mercury is employed ; 
nd that they commonly put on a healing appearance 
in the courfe of a fhort time after this medicine has 
been ufed, no doubt can remain of their being alto- 
gether venereal. Every practitioner knows that in 
the treatment of venereal ulcers fores fometimes re- 
main after every attempt that we can make for cui> 
ing them, and long after the virus of the c! if cafe is 
removed by mercury. Th>( as we fliall hereafter 
have occafion to mention, may happen from various 
caufes ; but it is not this ftate of thefe ulcers which 
we have now been confidering : It is the real vene- 
real ulcer of which we are now {peaking, where the 
nature of it has not been changed, nor the virus of 
the difeafe removed by the ufe of mercury. 

Venereal buboes are mofl frequently fcated in the 
^roin. This nece/Tarily happens from the manner 
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in which Lues Venerea is ufuslly communicated ; for 
it is the lymphatic glands molt contiguous to the 
parts firft infected that moll commonly fwell. There 
are few inftances indeed of the virus paffing thro' 
thefe and fixing upon others : Hence buboes arifing 
from ulcers of the lips aad gums are feated under the 
tongue, and beneath the lower jaw ; from ulcers in 
the throat, 'the glands of the neck' become affected ; 
from fores on the fingers and hands, the glands fwell 
about the wrift, elbow, and in the axilla ; and the 
glands about the knee, and on the upper part of the 
thigh, are moft apt to fwell from lores of the toes 
and feet. 

In each groin, and fomewhat higher than the root 
of the penis, there is a duller or firing of lympha- 
tic glands, chiefly formed by the lymphatic veffels 
of the penis and contiguous parts. It is the moft 
contiguous of thefe glands to the penis that are moft 
frequently obftructed by the matter of chancres. It 
is proper, however, to remark, that buboes fome- 
times occur from the fame caufe in a ftring of glands 
lying upwards of an inch lower than thefe, owing to 
the lymphatic veffels of the penis paffing in fome 
inllances out of their ufual courfe and ftretching 
down to thefe glands. From want of attention to 
this ftruejure of parts, buboes in this fet of glands 
have commonly been fuppofed to proceed from the 
fyftem being infe&ed, unlcfs where they could be 
obvioufly traced to an ulcer in the foot or leg ; but 
we may here obferve once for all, that buboes never 
occur from a general affection of the fyftem alone. 
They proceed, I believe, in every inftance from 
matter abforbed from a particular fpot, and produc- 
ing, as we have already perceived, obftructions in 
the lymphatic glands lying in its courfe to the heart. 
So evidently do buboes originate from local affec- 
tions, that in chancres of the penis it is commonly 
the glands in the correfponding groin that fwell. 
When a chancre is feated upon the frenum, or on 
any other part of the middle of the penis, the glands 
in both groins are equally apt to be affected ; but 
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when the chancre is confined to one fide of the penis, 
or to one fide of .the fcrotum, we meet with few in- 
ftances of the glands in the oppofite groin being ob- 
structed. 

In a great proportion of cafes only one of the 
whole firing of glands becomes affected ; but occa- 
fionally it is otherwife. I have known four diflinct 
buboes on one fide, and three on the other at the 
fame time, but here there have always been more 
chancres than one; for the molt part indeed the pe- 
nis in fuch cafes is nearly covered with fores. 

Were the whole lymphatic glands between the 
heart and the part at which the matter of Lues Ve- 
nerea enters the fyftem, liable to be affected with it 
this difeafe would be productive of ftill worfe confe- 
quences than commonly enfue from it. Glands fitu- 
ated within the cavity of the abdomen would fu ell 
and fuppurate, from which the greatcft danger might 
be expected ; but this does not happen. Scarcely an 
inftance can be adduced of any internal glands being 
affected by the matter of fyphilis ; but this does not 
depend, as fome have imagined, upon the tendency 
of this difeafe to affect the more external parts of the 
body only. The moft obvious caufe of it is, that the 
venereal virus is always abforbed from the furface of 
the body; we have ieen that it is always the firft glands 
it meets with in which obflruclion occurs; and I have 
fuggefted what appears to be the moft probable rea- 
fon of the glands fituated beyond fuch as are affect- 
ed at firft not being liable tofuffer in future, viz. the 
flop which the fwelling of the firft of thefe glands 
gives to the farther abforption of matter, and the di- 
luted ftate of the matter in the progrefs of the dif- 
eafe, by which it becomes incapable of exciting that 
degree of irritation neceffary to produce abforption, 
or, if abforbed, that it is rendered fo mild as not readily 
to produce obftruction in any of the glands to which 
it is carried. If the man- r of Lues Venerea was ap- 
plied lo any internal part of I be body, fo as to excite 
ulceration, we have no capfe to doubt of the effects 
refulting from it being the fain* that enfue from the 
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external application of it. The contiguous glands 
would be firft affected, and from thence it would proceed 
to the reft of the fyfiera ; but the difeafe never being com- 
municated in this manner none of the glands feated inter- 
nally can ever be affected. 

Thefe circumftances being premifed, I {hall now enu- 
merate the appeararces and fymptoms of buboes, with the 
means of diitinguiiiting them from fwellings which refem- 
ble them. It mult be kept in view that it is the reaj ve- 
nereal bubo of which we are now fpeaking, and not that 
inflammatory fwelling with which the glands in the groin 
are otte$k, attacked in Gonorrhoea. A defcription of that 
fwelling is given in Chap. III. Sect. IX. 

The moft frequent feat of bubo, as we have feen, is in 
the groin, and a defcription of it in this fituation will be 
furncient. The firft fymptom of bubo is a flight degree 
of pain. This excites the attention of the patient, when 
on handling a fmall hard knot is difcovered. In fome 
cafes this is accompanied both with pain and tenfion, 
ftretching along an enlarged lymphatic veflel, in the form 
of a fmall cord, all the way to the penis ; but for the moil 
part the tumour is diilincl, and not apparently connected 
with any other affe&ion. Even where two or more bu- 
boes take place at the fame time, although near each other, 
they are always diftinct and unconnected at firft, info- 
much that the patient himfelf very commonly points them 
out 

If mercury or other difcutients be not now employed 
the tumour becomes gradually larger, and from being, 
as it commonly is when firft perceived, of the fize of a 
kidney bean, by the eighth or tenth day, and often foon- 
er, it is ufually of the fize of a pigeon's egg. From the 
firft appearance of a bubo there is fome degree of rotun- 
dity in the form of it. In the middle it is fomewhat 
raifed and prominent, and becomes flattened towards the 
fides, and this continues during the whole progrefs of the 
fwelling:. As the iize of the tumour increafes it alfo be- 
comes more painful, and the pain, which at firft was con- 
fined to the bubo itfelf, fpreads over all the contiguous 
parts. The patient complains upon the flighteft degree 
of preflure, and he cannot walk or move but with much 
uneafmefs. 
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Even when of this fize, buboes will fometimes be r£» 
moved by difcuflion ; but when this doss not happen, 
the fwelling, which till this period ufually retains a con- 
siderable degree of firmnefs, becomes in a gradual man- 
ner fofter and more prominent ; the (kin, which for 
fome time retained its natural colour, becomes red and 
tender ; fome degree of fever is apt to take place, and it 
is often accompanied with flight fhivering fits. A fluctua- 
tion of matter is at length difcovered, at firft upon the 
furface of the tumour, and afterwards through a confider- 
able part of the whole of it, and on this being difcharged, 
either by the tumour burfting or by an opening- being 
made into it, the parts are found to have all the appear- 
ances of a common abfcefs containing purulent matter. 

The time which elapfes in this progrefs of bubo, from 
the firft appearance of the fwelling till maturation is com- 
pleted, is exceedingly variable, and depends upon a num- 
ber of circumftances ; upon the age and habit of body of 
the patient ; upon the degree of pain and fever which take 
place ; and on the gland being fuperficial or deeply feat- 
ed ; for we find by experience that deep-feated fwellings 
do not io eafily or fo quickly fuppurate as thofe which are 
immediately beneath the fkin. Where the constitution is 
much relaxed and debilitated, buboes often remain indo- 
lent and stationary for a great length of time, while dur- 
ing the full vigour of health and youth, they ufually come 
quickly forward: When accompanied with much pain 
and fome degree of fever, from the firft their progrefs in 
general is rapid, while they always advanced (lowly when 
the pain is inconiiderable. This general obfervation 
rriay be made upon the maturation of venereal buboes, 
that they fuppurate more quickly than glandular fwellings 
dfairy other kind, and more (lowly than common abfcef- 
fes in the cellular membrane. Thofe who have not had 
much experience in this branch of bu fine is are apt to ima- 
gine, from the description vvhuh they have perufed of 
the appearances of buboes, and perhaps from their hav- 
ing met with a few inilances of the difeafe in its ordinary 
form, that no difficulty or doubts can occur concerning 
them ; but this is far from beitvj; the cafe. Where a 
glandular fwelling, inch as I have deicribed, appears in 
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the groin, either during the continuance of chancres, or 
foon after fores of this nature have healed, there will be 
no caufe to doubt of its being venereal : But buboes do 
not always appear in a hmple unmixed ftate. They are 
fometimes combined with other affections, where they 
neceffarily alTume other appearances ; and they occur in 
fome inltances, as I have already mentioned, without t)e- 
ing preceded by the leaf! veltige of ulceration. This laft 
circumftance of itfelf is commonly productive of doubt, 
but the difficulty is always increafed when the fwelling 
which takes place is not altogether venereal. 

Swellings with which buboes maybe confounded, and 
from which therefore it is proper with as much accuracy 
as polTible to diitinguifh them, are of different kinds. In 
fome cafes thefe fwellings occur in a fimple unmixed ftate, 
in others they are blended with the real venereal bubo. 

1. The molt frequent caufe of this kind of perplexity, 
is fcrophula. When the venereal difeafe takes place in 
fcrophulous conltitutions, buboes as well as almotl every 
other fymptom, not only become much more obitinate, 
but affume appearances perfe6Uy different from Inch as 
occur in the ordinary form of either of thefe difeaies. 
Nor is it neceffary that practitioners only mould be ac- 
quainted with this. It ought to. be made known in the 
molt unequivocal manner to patients, otherwife they are 
apt to be perplexed and difappointed, and to blame thofe 
who have the charge of them, for what it is not often in the 
power of art to prevent. 

Where evident fymptoms of fcrophula have previoufly 
taken place, or where that difeafe obvioufly exiits at the 
time, there is no great difficulty of convincing patients 
of any fvmptom of Lues Venerea with which they are at- 
tacked, being likely to partake of it ; but they fhould alfo 
know, that during the continuance of Lues Venerea, 
fymptoms of fcrophula frequently appear where that dif- 
eafe was not previoufly fufpected to exiit, and which other- 
wile might never have taken place. Of this I have met 
with many inilances, where a fcrophulous taint, which 
had till then remained concealed, broke out at once with 
much violence on the fyftem being infected with Lues 
Venerea. 

Vol. II. D 
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We judge that a fweiling of this kind partakes of fcro- 
phula when, inftead of yielding to a proper application 
of mercury, or coming forward to fuppuration in the time 
which venereal buboes commonly require, it either re- 
mains fUtionary or advances in that How gradual manner 
peculiar to tumours of a fcrcphuious nature. Tumours al- 
together venereal do not advance io rapidly as common 
abfcefies, but they come much more quickly forward than 
fcrophulous fwellings. In moft instances, a venereal bu- 
bo that is allowed to fuppurate arrives at full maturity in 
the fpace of four or five weeks ; often in lefs time than 
this, from its firft commencement ; whereas, when con- 
joined with fcrophula, two or three months will pafs over 
before this takes place. The pain, friflead of being fmart, 
as happens in buboes; is more of a dull obtufe nature. 
The fweiling at firlr, inilead of being firm, as we have 
defcribed it to be in buboes, is fomewhat foft^nd com- 
prefiible, like dough ; and even when matter is fully 
formed in it, the firmnefs and tenfion attending it is lefs. 
Neither is the rednefs of the teguments, which takes 
place as the fweiling comes forward, of fuch a bright hue 
as in buboes. 

This kind of connection between Lues Venerea and 
fcrophula, may, in fome inilances too, be difcovered by 
the iize of thefe tumours. The true venereal bubo is no 
doubt very variable in point of bulk, but it never becomes 
fa large as tumours of this mixed nature commonly do'. 
Few of the former ever furpafs the lize of a pullet's egg, 
but the latter very commonly become two or three times 
larger than this. I have at prefent two inftances of this 
kind of fweiling ftretchirig from the root of the penis, 
nearly to the fpine of the ileum. 

2. Venereal buboes are very apt, in the courfe of their 
progrefs, to be attacked with eryhpelas. When this does 
not take place till towards the latter ftage of the fweiling 
no cauie for doubt occurs from it, as the real nature of the 
primary affection is previoufly rendered obvious. But 
i it occurs at firiT, as fometimes happens, the 
practitioner, as well as the patient is thereby apt to be de- 
ceived. Tumours of this kind, inilead of being circum- 
fcYkbed, with their limits diftindly marked, as happens 
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in buboes, are commonly diffufed, and terminate in a 
more imperceptible manner in the contiguous parts, ln- 
ftead of the vivid complexion of common inflammation, 
they are of a more deep copper colour, and the inflamma- 
tion which takes place occurs fuddenly, inilead of ap- 
proaching in a more gradual manner. 

I may aifo remark, that the pain in thefe fwellings ac- 
companied with erysipelas, gives more d:itrels horn the 
fenfacion which it communicates of a burning degree of 
heat than we ever meet with from thefe lancinating pains 
which take place in the latter (rages of the true venereal 
bubo. 

3. Lumber abfceiTes have in fome infiances been mis- 
taken for buboes. This, however, may at all times be 
eatily avoided, and can never occur but from ignorance 
or inattention. Any perfon of experience will ealily dif- 
tingu.fh by examination with his fingers, the difference 
between the one and the other. In the one the fwelling 
is feaced in the cellular fubftance, while it is in the body 
of a gland in the other. Whoever has once handled 
thefe different parts in a minified ftate will be at no lofs 
to diitinguifh between them ; and to thofe who have not 
had this opportunity it is perhaps impoflible to mark the 
difference by any defeription that can be' given of it. ^ I 
may remark, however, that thefe two fwellmgs are for the 
molt part fufficiently diftinguifhed by the fymptoms which 
pre;ede and attend them. If buboes be not always pre- 
ceded by chancres, lumber abfeeffes are univerfally at- 
tended with pain about the fmall of the back and in the 
loins. This lymptom indeed very commonly occurs as a 
fore-runner to the appearance of the tumour in the groin, 
and almoft in every inftance, before the tumour appears, 
the patient is much debilitated by the fever with which he 
,is attacked from the firft formation of the difeafe, and 
which never in any considerable degree happens in bubo. 

4. In fome cafes, both inguinal and fcemeral hernias 
have been miflaken for buboes. Of this I have known 
different infiances with patients; nor is it furpriimg that; 
it Ihould be fo, for both kinds of fwelling appear nearly 
in the fame part ; thefare neither of them attended ■'■ 
any alteration in the colour of the Ikin, when they 
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appear, and they are both, for the mod part, accompa- 
nied with fome pam ; but ftill the difference between 
them is fo obvioully marked that one can fcarceiy fuppofe 
it poffible for any practitioner, however ignorant he might 
be, to fall into any difficulty upon this point, did we not 
know that in different inllances it had happened. Hernia? 
have not only been miftaken for buboes, but buboes have 
been treated as hernias. 

Betides the very marked dirtinction which occurs be- 
tween bubdes and hernia?, in the appearances and other 
circumitances immediately connected with the tumours, 
and with which every practitioner ought to be acquainted, 
hernia? is for the moll part fufficiently diftinguifhed from 
the other by the ficknefs, obllrucxion of the bowels, and 
other fymptoms with which it is accompanied, and which 
ought alfo to be fo generally known that to enumerate 
them more particularly would be altogether unneceilary. 

5. Ulcers in the feet and legs, from whatever caufe 
they may arife, occafionally produce fwellings in the 
glands of the thighs : Thefe, in fome inllances, have 
been miilaken for buboes. Tjie chief means of diftinc- 
tion are thefe ; our knowledge of tjie exiftence of fuch a 
fore as we have found by experience to be productive pi 
tumours of this kind ; the feat of the tumours, thefe fwel- 
lings being commonly on the fore part qi the thigh, and 
fomewhat lower than the ordinary feat of buboes ; and 
laillv, their being attended with little or no pain, and 
very feldom proceeding to luppurate, but rather continu- 
ing indolent, and nearly of the fame degree of hardnefs 
from the firit. Even when they do contain matter the 
(km feldom lofes its colour ; a circumftance which never 
happens with buboes in a flate of fuppuration. 

"Women labouring under the venereal difeafe are 
equally liable to buboes with men ; and the difeafe is 
fo exactly fimilar in both that a defcription of it in the 
one fex renders it alinoff. unneceffary to fpeak of it in 
the other. The only circumftance in which they 
are different is the fituation of the tumours. 

From the courle of the lymphatics not being exact- 
ly the fame, in women the lite qf buboes in them muff. 
L'eceffarily be different. I met with one inflance of 
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the fwelling exactly upon the middle of the mons ve- 
neris ; for the molt part, however, they are iituated 
on the courfe of the round ligaments, near to where 
they enter the abdomen, or higher in the groin, fome- 
what nearer the pudendum, than in men. Thefe 
laft become equally large with buboes in men ; but 
the others, it has been remarked, remain fmall, and 
(till more circumfcribed than buboes in their ordinary 
(ituation. 

The fymptoms we have hitherto been defcribing, 
viz. chancre and bubo, are at firft always local ; that 
is, they are never produced by, although they are 
very commonly productive of, what may be called 
the conftitutionalftate of the venereal difeafe. This 
has induced fome to treat of thefe fymptoms as dif- 
tinct and unconnected with the conftitutional affecti- 
on ; and there would be much propriety in their do- 
ing fo, were it polTible to determine when the matter 
of chancre or of bubo has entered the fyftem or not. 
But fo far as I know this has never been done ; and 
there is much caufe to imagine that no attempt to- 
wards it will ever prove fuccefsful. Some ingenuity 
has been fnewn in endeavouring to afcertain the time 
which muilelapfe between the appearance of chancre 
and abforption by the lymphatics ; and even during 
this period, the difeafe, it is faid, mould be confidered 
as local. To me, howe,er, all fuch attempts appear 
to be both futile and dangerous. The point in quef- 
tion can never, in my opinion, be afcertained ; and 
while the contrary idea prevails, the conftitution 
would in many inftances be injured, as it would be ve- 
ry apt to lead, as with fome it has already done, to a 
very hazardous practice, a dependence in the treat- 
ment of thefe fymptoms upon local remedies. Chan- 
cres and buboes may both remain in a local ftatefor a 
great length of time. Nay, it is polfible that their 
cure might fometimes be accomplished without any of 
the matter arifing from them entering the conftituti- 
011 ; but as this is mere conjecture, as we have no 
method of knowing when this might be the caie,.,and 
as we know from daily obicrvation that in almoft eve 



30 Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 

ry inftance the conflitution is injured even by the 
ilighteft degree of thefe fymptoms, I judge it in every 
refpecl better to treat of them as conftitutional af- 
fections. 

The next fymptom we have to defcribe is univer- 
sally allowed to originate from the virus when it has 
entered the fyftcin. 

l) 4. Of the Venereal Sore Throat. 

From whatever part of the body the matter of fy* 
phiiis may have entered the lymphatics, we find that 
it is more apt to attack the throat than any other 
part. This does not happen, however, at any certain 
period. I have known it fix upon the throat in the 
courfe of ten days from the rlrffc appearance of a chan- 
cre, while in fome inftances it remains perfectly found 
till feveral months after every external mark of the 
difeafe has diiappeared. 

In addition to what has already been faid upon this 
point I may obferve, that the throat, as w T ell as other 
parts of the body, are moft apt to be foon affected 
when no buboes take place. When the matter pailes 
directly into the fyftem, along the abforbents, the in- 
s itfelf more early than where it is firft 
itopped by buboes, and afterwards taken up by the 
lymphatics on thefe fwellings becoming ulcerated. 

In the venereal lore throat the patient is uiuaiiy 
diftrefTed with fome degree of uireafmefs in fwallow- 
ing for fome days before his attention is much excit- 
ed towards it. He feels a fenfation Of fulnefs and ten- 
derneis, but not much pain. In fome cafes this pre- 
vails over the whole throat, but for the mole pari on 
one fide only. Unlefs there has been fome recent 
caufe for lufpicion the difeafe is attributed to cold ; 
but the fymptoms continuing, and an infpection being 
made, an ulcer is in rnoft inftances ciifcovered on the 
part of which he complained in fwallowing. 

Thefe ulcers in fome cafes make their firft appear- 
ance upon the uvula, but they aretmuch more frequent 
upon one of the amygdalae'. On firft infpection they 
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are commonly fmall, but always foul, and accompani- 
ed with fome degree of fulnefsor fwelling, and with 
an eryfipelatous rednefs of the contiguous parts. 

In moft inflances the ulcer remains ftationary for a 
confiderable time, not going deeper than the thick- 
nefs of a fhilling, nor fpreading to any greater extent 
than it occupied at firft ; but in others, unlefs the moft 
effectual remedies are immediately employed, the ul- 
cer not only becomes deeper, but fpreads to a great 
extent, and in fome cafes with fuch rapidity, that I 
have known the uvula and all the contiguous parts 
affected in the courfe of a few days. In fome the ul- 
cer, in its courfe, gives only the appearance of foul- 
nefs to the contiguous parts, which become covered 
with a yellow coloured ilough, fomewhat refembling 
the huffy coat of inflammatory blood, while in others 
it fpreads in the form of a corroding fore, and deflroys 
all the parts as it goes along. It fometimes deflroys 
a great part of the tonfil before leaving it, but it more 
frequently fpreads along the arch reaching from the 
tonfil, on which it is feated, to the uvula, and which, 
together with the contiguous parts of the velum 
pendulum palati, are commonly deflroyed before the 
other tonfil becomes affected. 

Even in this advanced Mate of thefe ulcers the pa- 
tient feldom complains of much pain, if it be not dur- 
ing the action of fwallowing. A general uneafinefs is 
felt over the throat, but the pain is never £o acute as 
the extent and appearances of the fores would give 
caufeto expcdT:. Wherever much pain takes place, 
we find that it proceeds not from the fores but from 
that kind of eryfipelatous rednefs with which the 
contiguous parts are very apt to be affected, and by 
which fuch a diftrefsful burning fenfation is fometimes 
induced over the whole throat as renders the patient 
at all times very uneafy. 

In fome cafes of the venereal fore throat this in- 
flammatory rednjfs takes place without any ulcerati- 
on. If not prevented by mercury, ulcers would no 
doubt form at hft ; but I have known the parts re- 
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main fwelled, and accompanied with that deep 
copper-coloured complexion which is very charatte- 
riflic of thefe affections, for feveral weeks together,, 
and without any degree of ulceration being perceptible. 
The difeafe in this Hate, although it is commonly 'fixed on 
one fide of the throat at firrt, is very apt to leave it fud- 
denly and go to the other ; and this we find will happen 
again and again, till the one fide becomes uloerated, by 
which it is kept fixed to a particular fpot. 

Where the throat is affected in this manner, that is, 
where it is attacked both with the venereal virus and ery- 
fipelas, a very diflrefsful fymptom commonly takes place, 
a conitant heat and irritation over the whole fauces, by 
which the patient is kept under a perpetual defire of clear- 
ing his throat, of an acrid, vifcid mucus, with which it be- 
comes fa much fluffed from time to time as to render a 
great deal of exertion for this purpofe neceffary ; and it 
prevails equally at all times, even during meals, and when 
the patient mould be at reft. 

That it is chiefly by the irritability which takes place 
here that this acrid mucus is produced I conclude to be 
the cafe, from finding that nothing tends fo much to re- 
move it as foothing anodyne applications, conjoined with 
the internal ufe of opiates. 

It is commonly too in this inflammatory ftate of fore 
throats that patients in Lues Venerea are feized with deaf- 
nefs. Deafnefs may happen from other caufes, as we {hall 
afterwards have occafion to mention, but in this cafe I be- 
lieve it to proceed from the inflammation fpreading to the 
tuba euliachiana, fo as to render it impervious. Inflam- 
mation may acl in producing deafnefs, either by fluffing 
this palfage with mucus, or by exciting adhefion between 
the tides of the duel. In the one cafe the deafnefs may 
only be temporary, but in the other it muft neceifarily, to 
a certain degree, remain permanent. 

In molt inflances the venereal fore throat does not go 
deeper than the foft parts ; producing fores, fuch as I have 
defcribed, of various degrees of magnitude; but where the 
difeafe has either been too long neglede$£ : 0r where mer- 
cury -and other remedies employed do'no^provdiluccefs- 
ful, the bones themfelves come in fome cafes to fufler. 
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have known the body of the upper vertebrae of the neck 
affeded in this manner, and it not unfrequently attacks 
the bones of the palate and back part of the nofe. 

One of the moil diftrefsful circumftances which practi- 
tioners meet with in difeafes of the throat is, the uncertain- 
ty of diltinguiiTiing between venereal afteclions of thefe 
parts and others which refemble them, by which a good 
deal of time is either altogether loft, or employed with much 
doubt and undecihon. From this caufe alone ulcers are 
fometimes allowed to fpread, where it might eafily have 
been prevented by a timeous ufe of mercury ; and in other 
inllances patients are put up'on the ufe of this remedy 
where it ought by no means to be employed. 

The complaints mod apt to be miftaken for venereal 
affections of thefe parts are, thofe ulcers which occasion- 
ally fucceed to long continued cafes of catarrhal inflamma- 
tion, and iuch as fometimes take place as the confequence 
of too much mercury having been ufed, or of tne patient 
being expofed to cold while under a courfe of mercury. 

The chief means of diftinclion between venereal ulcers 
of the throat and luch as fucceed to inflammation are thefe ; 
ulcers from inflammation very commonly fupervene upon 
abfcefles ; they are ufually clean, and of a florid red ap- 
pearance, and accompanied with a good deal of pain. 
The venereal ulcer again feldom or never produces ab- 
fcefs, and in the firft place it always forms upon the fur- 
face. It is never clean till remedies have been employed 
for rendering it fo ; and although it is always accompani- 
ed with fome uneafinefs, the pain attending it is never fo 
fevere as in the other. I may alfo remark, that in the com- 
mon inflammatory fore throat the contiguous parts do not 
ufually allume that eryfipelatous colour which very univer- 
fally takes place in venereal ulcers, nor are they apt to in- 
duce that plentiful fecretion of acrid mucus, and the 
fvrnptoms which enfue from it, which we have fhewn to 
be frequent confequences of the other. 

We fhall hereafter have occalion to fpeak more particu- 
larly of that variety of fore throat arifing from the effecls of 
cold when u ndetf mercury, as well as from an over-quan- 
tity of mcrcujBjfiaving been employed. At prefent I may 
that Wis is diitinguifhed from the venereal fore 
II. E 
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throat by a very confiderable fulnefs or fwelling, not only 
in both amygdalae of the throat, but over the whole fauces, 
together with fome degree of tumefadion of the parotid 
gland, as well as of all the falivary glands ; circumilances 
by no means conneded with venereal arledions ol thefe 
parts. The parts are not fo apt to ulcerate as in the vene- 
real difeafe, and any floughy appearance which takes place 
upon them, inftead of being of a buffy colour, as happens 
in the other, is white and milky, fomewhat refembiing 
thofe apthous crafts fo frequently met with in the mouths 
of new-born infants. Thefe Houghs too are more exten- 
five than they ever are in venereal fore throats. In the 
latter they are always confined to fuch parts as are inflam- 
ed, while, in the other, they commonly extend a confider- 
able way over the contiguous parts. 

The natural unequalities on the furface of the amygdalae 
have, in fome inflances, when in a ftate of inflammation, 
been miftaken for venereal ulcers ; this, however, may al- 
ways be avoided, and never can happen but from igno- 
rance or inattention. 

$ 5* Of Venereal Ulcers in the Nofe and Mouth, 

Chancres, or primary venereal ulcers, rife occafion- 
ally, as we have already had occafion to remark, both in 
the nofe and mouth ; but fores of this defcription, where- 
ever they are feated, having been already defcribed in 
ji 2. of this fedion, we are now to treat of thofe only 
which originate from the fyftem being infected. 

Next to the throat the matter of this difeafe fixes moft 
frequently upon the nofe, which, fo far as I have had 
opportunities of obferving, is more apt to be attacked 
with it than the mouth. I need fcarcely obferve, how- 
ever, that fome variety occurs in this. In a few cafes the 
mouth is attacked before either the nofe or throat. In 
others the difeafe appears firft in the nofe ; but in a great 
proportion of cafes it follows the progrefs I am now de- 
fcribing ; after having for fome time fixed upon the 
throat it goes to the nofe, if the difeafe is not flopped in 
its courfe by a proper ufe of mercury. We may alfo re- 
mark, that although the ulcers in the throat fhould be 
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cured by mercury, if a fufficient quantity of the medi- 
cine be not employed for eradicating the virus, the d f- 
eafe, when it again breaks out, will appear moft readily 
upon the nofe, in the fame manner as if no mercury 
had been made ufe of. This, however, is not univer- 
fally the cafe ; for in many inftances we find it moft apt 
to return to the parts where it was lafl feated, and after 
again fixing upon the throat it proceeds to the nofe, as it 
would have done at firft if no interruption had been given 
to it. 

It dees not however attack every part of the nofe in- 
difcnmmately. Some have remarked that the matter of 
this difeafe has a particular tendency to fix upon the ex- 
ternal pares of the body, that this always happens in the 
firft inftance, and when it proceeds from thefe to fuch as 
are more deeply feated that it does fo with fome regulari- 
ty, by attacking fuch parts firft as are moft thinly cover- 
ed. This, however, does not happen with any kind of 
regularity, and feems only to have been noticed for the 
purpofe of fupporting an opinion. Inftead of going firft: 
to the (km, which it would, do were this opinion well 
founded, the throat, as we have juft leen, is moft apt to 
be ari'e&ed ; and when it afterwards attacks the nofe 
and mouth, it is not even the moft external parts of thefe 
that are firft apt to fuffer. 

In a few inftances the difeafe no doubt appears firft 
upon the outward parts of the nofe, but in by much 
the greateft number the more internal parts are pre- 
vioufly affected. The patient at firft complains of a 
troublefome ftoppage in one of his noftrils, accom- 
panied with fome degree of tendernefs and pain at a 
particular point. This is often fo deeply feated in 
the noftril that it cannot be feen, being moft fre- 
quently upon fome part of one of the offa fpongiofa ; 
but when the under part of the paftage is affe&ed, 
together with a fulnefsof the membrane of the nofe, 
a fmali foul ulcer is perceived, which is either co- 
vered with a white (lough, or a firm brown cruft, 
and on this being removed, although the parts be- 
neath may appear clean and red, they fcon become 
equally foul and floughy as before. 
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In the commencement of thefe affections, the dif- 
charge is commonly inconfiderable ; but on a longer 
continuance, the matter forms in greater quantities, 
when it ufually becomes thin and very foetid. If the 
ulcer is feated upon any part of the olfa fpongioia, 
the bone foon becomes difeafed, and the matter ac- 
quires a black dirty colour ; it becomes larger in 
quantity, and the foetor ftill more confiderable than 
at firft. In this ftage of the difeafe large portions of 
thefe bones are apt to feparate and come away ; but 
before coming to this length, other fymptoms have 
commonly made their appearance. A weeping eye, 
as it is termed, or a conftant flow of tears over the 
cheek, frequently occurs in this ftage of the difeafe, 
owing to the under end of the lachrymal duel:, which 
terminates behind the os fpongiofum inferius, being 
apt to be flopped by the difeafe of this bone. The 
fenfe of fmelling becomes impaired, and in fome is 
entirely deftroyed ; and the figure of the nofe is at 
laft affected, in the firft place becoming fwelled, red, 
and painful, upon the parts immediately above thole 
that are ulcerated, and afterwards lofing its promi- 
nency by the bones of which it is formed coming 
away. This does not happen while the difeafe is 
confined to the fpongy bones of the nofe, but 
the feptum itfelf becomes affected, in which cafe 
there is always much hazard of the face being disfi- 
gured by this bone giving way, when the nofe is apt 
to fall nearly or entirely flat. 

This is the ufual courfe of ulcers in the nofe ; but 
inftead of attacking the internal parts in the firft in- 
ftance, we meet with them occafionaliy upon the car- 
tilaginous parts of the nofe, in which cafe they com- 
monly begin with fome degree of inflammation of the 
(kin, After the fkin has remained red and tender for 
fome time, fmall ulcerations appear upon it, and 
thefe at laft running together, a fore of more or lefs 
extent is formed by the whole. Like all other vene- 
real fores, ulcers in this fituation are always foul ; 
the matter they difcharge is thin and offenfive, and 
the fkin for fome way round their edges is of an ery- 
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fipelatous red colour. When the cartilaginous fub- 
ftance of the nofe becomes affected, they often put on 
a cancerous appearance ; nor has mercury the effect 
of stopping their progrefs fo readily here, as in other 
parts of the body : This has in fome inftances been 
the caufe of venereal ulcers in this part being treat- 
ed as cancers, by which, even after being extirpated, 
the difeafe has again returned, when a cure might 
eafily have been accomplifhed by the mercury hav- 
ing been continued for a due length of time at firft. 
Every part of the mouth is occaiionally the feat of 
venereal ulcers ; but although they appear from time 
to time on the infide of the cheeks and on the gums, 
they are moft frequent upon the palate and on the 
tongue. In other parts of the mouth the ulcers ap- 
pear without any previous warning, being for the 
moft part fully formed as foon as the part affected is 
examined by the patient, and which is commonly 
done foon after it begins to excite any uneafinefs ; 
but in the palate no ulceration takes place till the 
parts have been inflamed for fome time. A deep 
copper-coloured fpot is at firft perceived fome where 
between the uvula and middie of the palate. This 
at laft becomes ulcerated; and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that in no part of the body do venereal fores 
advance with fuch rapidity as they do here. In this 
refpect they are different even from venereal fores 
in the throat. Thefe laft, as we have already had 
occafion to remark, feldoin proceed to any great 
depth, nor do they advance with much quicknefs ; 
but here their progrefs is not only rapid but they go 
at once to the full depth of all the foft parts cover- 
ing the bones, and in moft inftances foon do much 
injury to the bones themlelves. I have known the 
bones of the palate become difeafed in the courfe of a 
few days from the firft appearance of ulceration ; and 
it is by no means uncommon to find a great part of 
the velum pendulum paJati deftroyed in the fpace of 
a few days from the time that it was firft perceived 
to be affected, 
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Venereal ulcers of thefe parts have at times been mifta- 
ken for, and treated as ulcers of a very different kind, but 
with due attention this may perhaps in every inftance be 
prevented. We are more apt to fall into the error of 
treating other fores as venereal. 

Both in the mouth and nofe venereal ulcers have been 
miftaken for cancerous fores ; and in the nofe they fome- 
times bear a refemblance to herpetic affections. From 
both of thefe we diltingmfh them not only by the hiftory 
of each particular cafe, but by the different appearances 
which thefe affections actually affume. Where a patient 
with herpetic eruptions on other parts of his body is at- 
tacked with fores of a fimilar nature upon his nofe or lips, 
there will be reafon to conclude that they originate from 
the fame caufe ; but where this is not the cafe, and par- 
ticularly when it is found that the patient either labours 
under Lues Venerea at the time, or that he was "lately afr 
fecled with it, and not properly cured, this of itfelf will 
give ground to imagine that they are venereal. Herpetic 
fores feldom go to a. greater depth than the (kin ; whereas 
venereal ulcers, whether on the nofe or lips, are apt to pe- 
netrate deep into the parts upon which they are feated. 

Cancerous fores are diftinguifhed from thefe, as well as 
from every other variety of ulcer, by the fchirous hard- 
nefs in the parts affe&ed with which in every part of the 
body they are accompanied ; and they are particularly dif- 
tinguifhed from venereal ulcers by the fmart (hooting pains 
which they always excite ; a fymptom which does notufu- 
ally occur in the others. 

The mouth is equally liable with the throat to fores from 
an over quantity of mercury, and from patients being ex- 
pofed to cold when under the ufe of it. Thefe are more 
difficult to diftmguifh than any others from the real vene- 
real ulcer ; for befides the refemblance which in fome cir- 
cumftances they bear to them, as they commonly occur 
while the patient is under cure of fome fymptom of fyphi- 
lis, this of itfelf is apt to create fufpicion concerning them. 
Independent of this, the very fituation of the fores gives 
fome caufe to fuppofe that they may be venereal, fo that 
we are readily induced to conlider every ulcer on thefe 
parts as being of this nature. 
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Sores arifing from this effect of mercury, although fome- 
what refembling the true venereal ulcer, are readily 
eno igh diftinguifhed from it by whoever has paid attenti- 
on to this branch of, buhnefs. Venereal ulcers are cir- 
cumfcribed, and in the mouth, whether upon the infide of 
the lips, cheeks, gums, or tongue, they are always of a 
coi 1 ■ ding and iomewhat of a cancerous appearance. There 
is leidom at firft more than one r ore, which does not, how- 
ever, continue long Stationary, for in this fituation vene- 
real fores extend quickly. Now fores arifmg from mer- 
cury are always diffufed, and we commonly find them in 
different parts of the mouth at the fame time. Like the 
firfl: appearance of the venereal ulcer in thefe parts, they 
are aiways fuperficial, but they have not that corroding af- 
pecl which the other affumes ; and although foul and 
floughy, their colour is materially different from thofe that 
are venereal. The latter are commonly of a dirty brown 
colour, in fome inftances with a flight tinge of yellow ; 
whereas the other has always a whitifh appearance, as if the 
patient had newly been drinking milk. 

The fituation of the fores alfo affords fome means of 
diftinclion. Thofe arifing from mercury feem to be in- 
duced chiefly by the prelTure of the teeth and gums upon 
thofe parts that are more particularly acted upon by the 
medicine; fo that we always find them where the fwelling 
is greateft, and the preffure moll considerable : Hence 
they are moll frequent on the fides of the tongue, near to 
the angles of the jaw ; and on the infides of the cheeks ; 
and when they take place in one of thefe fituations, we 
ufually find them prevail over the others. Now the true 
venereal ulcer attacks one part juft as readily as another ; 
feldom at firft mo?e than one part at once, and we find it 
juft as frequent upon the upper part of the tongue, and on 
the under part of the mouth between the tongue and the 
teeth, where preffure has little or no influence, as in any 
other part. 

With due attention to thefe appearances, and to the 
hilrory of the cafe, no practitioner of obfervation will ever 
remain long in doubt ; but where any uncertainty takes 
place, the be ft method of removing it is to delift entirely 
from the ufe of mercury. If the fores are venereal they 
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will foon become worfe, if not, they will foon difappear 
when the fwelling and tendernefs induced by the mercu- 
ry are gone. I think it proper, however, to remark, that 
fores of this kind do not always heal as foon as might be 
expected. In fome inilances, the fwelling of the mouth, 
produced by mercury, continues for a great length of time. 
I have known it in a very obvious manner more than two 
months after any mercury had been exhibited. In fuch 
cafes, the fores proceeding from this caufe do not readily 
heal ; and where due weight is not allowed to this circum- 
ffance, moTe mercury is in fuch a fituation very often giv- 
en, by which the conflitution is not only apt to be injured 
but tlie very fores for which the medicine was prefcribed 
are rendered worfe. In fome cafes this no doubt proceeds 
from inattention or want of experience on the part of the 
practitioner ; but it alfo originates from the fear and anx- 
iety of patients, who, doubting of the real nature of the 
fores, and dreading their influence upon the conftitution, 
are often fo impatient, that in a concealed manner they 
. perfevere in the ufe of mercury long after they have been 
defired to lay it afide. 

I have infilled the more upon this point from a very 
confiderable number of cafes having fallen within my own 
knowledge of the moll diflrefsful confequences being pro- 
duced by meafures of an oppoiite nature being perfevered 
in. 

Patients in general are fo eahly alarmed with whatever 
gives the leail caufe to fufpect that the virus is not entirely 
removed, that even the moil trifling circumftances, when 
treated with inattention by practitioners, may be followed 
with very important confequences. A fpoiled tooth, with 
{harp ragged edges, is very api to produce a fore upon that 
pari of the cheek or tongue to which it is contiguous ; and 
as it takes piace in a flow imperceptible manner, without 
exciting pain, and produces a foul fore, fomewhat refem- 
biing a venereal ulcer, if the real caufe of it be not diice- 
vered and removed, very troublefome confequences are 
apt to enfue from it. From this caufe alone I have known 
a patient put under a tedious courfe of mercury, which, 
with very ordinary attention, might have been prevented ; 
for wherever an ulcer forms, either on the infide of the 
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cheek, or on the tongue, the ftate of the contiguous teeth 
fhould be examined ; and where any fpiculae, or inequa- 
lities are difcovered, they fhould be completely removed, 
and due time allowed for the fores afterwards to heal, be- 
fore any other method of cure is recommended. 

(S 6. Venereal Blotches. 

Next to the parts which we have mentioned, the matter 
of Lues Venerea is mod: apt to fix upon the furface of-the 
body m the form of eruptions, or what are commonly term- 
ed blotches. In a few cafes the fkin is affected before ei- 
ther the throat, nofe, or mouth ; but this is by no means 
frequent. 

Every part of the body is liable to thefe blotches, but 
they appear more frequently on fome parts than on others. 
The caufe of this is difficult to explain, for when the whole 
fyftem is affected we cannot a priori fay why one part 
fhould more readily be attacked than another, but there is 
no doubt of the fact. In accounting for this difeafe fixing 
moft frequently upon the throat, nofe, and mouth, fome 
have ingeniouuy fuggefted that there is probably fome par- 
ticular attraction between mucus and the matter of this 
difeafe, from thefe parts being plentifully fupplied with 
mucous glands ; and mercury being particularly apt to af- 
fect thefe parts, while we know that mercury in every form 
very readily combines with mucus, a theory has been built 
upon this to account for the action of mercury in the cure 
of the difeafe. Admitting the opinion to be well found- 
ed, but which does not appear to be the cafe, ft ill it would 
not account for the matter of this difeafe being particu- 
larly apt to fix upon the fkin, periofteum, and bones, parts 
which are lefs plentifully fupplied with mucous glands 
than any others of the body. Neither does the idea hold 
good here which we have already had occafion to notice, 
and which fome have endeavoured to fupport, of the mat- 
ter of this difeafe having a particular attraction for parts 
that are moft expofed to the atmofphere. In the rife and 
progrefs of the venereal eruption the ■ reverfe of this ap- 
pears to be the cafe. 

Vol. II. F 
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I have obferved above, that every part of the bo- 
dy is liable to be attacked with thefe blotches j but 
we find from dairy obfervation, that they appear 
both more frequently and more early in the difeafe, 
on fuch parts as are kept well covered than on thole 
that are not covered at all. We no doubt meet with 
them both on the face and hands ; but for one in- 
stance of this we have eight or ten of their appearing 
upon the breaft and arms ; and next to thefe > they 
attack in fucceflion, and with fome regularity, the 
moulders, thighs, legs, feet, and hands. Of thefe 
lait the extremities of the toes are often the parts 
firfk affected, particularly the parts lying beneath and 
round the nails. 

Eruptions of this kind excite wo pain : a flight de- 
gree of itchy uneafinefs is the firft fenfation which 
they produce. When examined in this itate, they 
are found to conlift of a number of fmall diftinct 
blotches, fcarcely riling above the furface of the fur- 
rounding parts, and feidom exceeding the fize of a 
fixpence. They are of a pale red colour, and when 
fmartly rubbed the cuticle fails off in the form of 
fine bran, leaving the fkin beneath fomewhat more 
deeply tinged with red. The fkin, however, does 
not appear to be other wife injured ; and when the 
blotches are allowed to difappear of themfelves as 
they commonly do, the fkin is, for a confiderable 
time, found to be perfetlly found, and not even al- 
tered in colour. 

But although eruptions of this kind difappear from 
time to time, no advantage is gained by this ; they 
either proceed from one part to another, or they 
attack the fame parts with more violence. In re- 
turning upon parts where they have been before, the 
cuticle is more elevated from the fkin beneath ; and 
on being removed, the fkin itfelf is found to be either 
fomewhat inflamed or in a flate of tendernefs ap- 
proaching to ulceration. The fkin not being in a 
frate fit for producing cuticle, a fcab or cruft now 
forms upon thefe tender parts. In the courf'e of a few 
days matter forms beneath, which for fome time 
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oozes out at the fides, till the crufl feparating and 
falling off, the foundation is thus formed of the 
true venereal ulcer, of which a defcription will af- 
terwards be given. 

In lbme cafes thefe red, or rather mottled blotches, 
inftead of proceeding to a flate of ulcer in the manner 
I have jufl delcribed, are all covered over with an 
infinite number of very fmall pimples, each of which 
contains matter ; and from thefe running together, 
a crufl is formed, which like wife fails off at laft, and 
leaves the parts in a flate of ulceration. 

When blotches take place among the hair, which 
they frequently do, as ivhey do not in their firft ftage 
rife much above the level of the fiirrounding parts, 
and as they never in this flate create much uneafi- 
nefs, they are feldom perceived till a fcab or crufl 
begins to form, and as the matter on oozing out 
gets matted into flakes with the hair, we are longer 
in this fltuation than in other parts of the body, of 
getting a view of the parts beneath, which, on the 
cruft falling off, are always in a flate of ulceration, 
forming what is commonly termed the corona ve- 
neris. 

In the palms of the hands and foles of the feet the 
finnnefs of the fkin prevents thefe blotches from ap- 
pearing fo obvioufly as in other parts. The cuticle 
is here either feparated in broad flakes, early in the 
diieafe, or if it is fo firm as to confine the matter for 
a conliderable time, it at lafl burfls out, when the 
parts beneath are found to be ulcerated. 

It is chiefly in this eruptive flate of thedifeafe that 
it attacks the nails of the fingers and toes. The cu- 
ticle which furrounds them is perceived to be red 
and tender ; the parts below the nails alio become red, 
and the nails at laft become loofe, and fall off. 

The complaints mofl iimilar to venereal blotches, 
and with which they have frequently been confound- 
ed, are all the variety of herpetic eruptions, particu- 
larly fuch as are dry, and do not yield matter. 
There is one remarkable difference between them 
in the nature of the matter which they afford. The 
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matter of the true venereal eruption is fo tough and 
vifcid that it does not crack, and commonJy re- 
mains upon the parts perfectly entire, till it feparates 
and comes away ; whereas in herpes, although the 
matter is in one variety of the difeafe of a vifcid glu- 
tinous nature, it does not form into flakes, as it very 
univerfally does in Lues Venerea. It fometimes forms 
into cruils, but thefe break and come away in frnall 
pieces. 

In herpes the eruption appears moft frequently in 
the form of a circle and the parts which it furrounds 
appear to be found : Hence by the common people it 
it is ufually termed ring-worm. Thefe circles or 
rings are of every variety of lize, but they are iel- 
dom lefs than a half-crown piece. Now the vene- 
real blotch is not often larger than a fixpence, and 
never exceeds the fi^e of a milling ; and the whole 
ikin of the parts affected appears to be nearly in an 
equal degree of difeafe. The mottled appearance 
which they aiTume gives caufe indeed to fuppofe that 
fome parts of the fkin remain found ; but on exami- 
nation with a magnifying glafs, the whole is found 
to be more or lefs difeafed. Whereas in the herpes, 
the parts furrounded with the ring are equally found 
with any part of the body. 

In judging of this point we derive no fmall arfift- 
ance from attending to the fituation of the eruption, 
as well as from the hiftory of its rife and progrefs. 
We have had opcafion to obferve that the venereal 
eruption appears moil frequently at fir ft upon the 
breaft and arms. Indeed this very commonly hap- 
pens ; whereas in herpes it is moft frequent upon 
the under part of the abdomen, and about the hands 
and wrifts. 

When to all thefe circumftances we add, that in 
the venereal eruption there is commonly much caufe 
for fufpicion, from the patient's courfe of life, and 
perhaps even from the exift ence at the time of fome 
other fymptoms of the difeafe, and that in herpes 
we often find that the patient has either at fome for- 
mer period been liable to eruptions of a fimilar na- 
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ture, or that they Iwe prevailed in his famiiy, 
fcarcely any caufe for doubt will remain. 

Herpetic eruptions and venereal blotches fome- 
times occur in the fame perfon at the fame time. In 
this cafe it may be difficult, or perhaps impoffible to 
diftinguim them ; but no great inconvenience can 
arife from this, for the exiflence of the venereal af- 
fection being afcertained, this, as being the moil im- 
portant of the two, mull have the lpecific remedy 
employed for removing it, and if the other eruption 
. continues after the venereal blotches are carried off, 
proper remedies muft afterwards be employed for it. 

I know no other eruption that may not be eafily 
diftinguifhed from venereal blotches. 

jj 7, Of Venereal Ulcers. 

In i) 1. of this fection I have already given a de- 
fcription of chancres, or ulcers produced by the lo- 
cal application of the venereal virus. It is thofe ul- 
cers we are now to confider which take place in more 
advanced ftages of the difeafe, and which evidently 
proceed from the virus having entered the fyftem. 
In j) 4. and 5. venereal ulcers of the throat, nofe, 
and mouth, have been defcribed, but ulcers from 
the fame caufe appear occasionally in almoft every 
part of the body. 

But although no part of the body is perhaps en- 
tirely exempted from thefe ulcers, I mean no exter- 
nal part of it, yet fome parts are much more liable 
to be attacked with them than others ; and it is a 
fact worthy of remark, that there is no part of the 
furface of the body on which they do not occur more 
frequently than on the genitals. Indeed venereal 
ulcers of thefe parts, from infection of the conftitu- 
tion, is an occurrence which feldom falls within our 
obfervation. Almoft every ulcer on the genitals may 
be traced to a local application of the virus. 

We have already had occafion to obferve that ve- 
nereal blotches are apt to terminate in ulcers. Hence 
the venereal ulcer is moll frequent on thefe parts 
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that are attacked with thefe eruptions, particularly 
the bread, moulders, and arms. We often meet 
with them among the hair, and between the fingers 
and toes. In the latter flages of the difeafe indeed, 
I have met with them more frequently upon the 
fides of the toes than on any other part. 

For the moft part the venereal ulcer is preceded 
either by blotches, fuch as we have j Lift defcribed, 
or by a number of very i'mall pimples ; but 1 have 
met with tome inftances of a part becoming ulcerat- 
ed without either of thefe appearances going before 
it. A flight degree of itchynels prevails for h me 
days, and the part is fcarcely obferved to be dnco- 
loured before an ulcer is perceived. 

In whatever manner a venereal ulcer may form, 
the appearances which it afterwards exhibits are 
nearly the fame. A coniiderable deftruCtion of parts 
foon takes place ; more quickly indeed than ufuaily 
happens from any other caufe except mortification. 
Inftead of proceeding gradually from the fur face 
downwards, as other ulcers do, a certain portion of 
the foft parts between the affected fpot of the fkin 
and bone beneath feem to be contaminated at once ; 
for almoft as foon as the fkin becomes evidently ul- 
cerated, the correfponding parts beneath not only 
appear to be difeafed, but are foon thrown fo < ntire- 
ly out that fcarcely any thing but the perioireum is 
left to cover the bone. 

The fides and bottom of venereal ulcers of every de- 
fenption are at firft always foul; but while chancres and 
all recent ulcers are ufuaily while and doughy, fores pro- 
ceeding from difeafes of the conftitution are ofad.rty 
brown appearance. The matter which they difcharge is 
fometimes thin, and fo acrid as to deitroy the contiguous 
parts, but for the moil part it is more tough and adhefrve 
than good pus. It has often a fingulariy green colour, 
particularly in ulcers on that part of the head covered with 
hair, and it is always of a very difagreeabie foetid fmell. 

Thefe ulcers are feidom accompanied with much pain ; 
for although the fkin which furrounds them has always a 
tender appearance, being in almoft every inftance of an 
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ei ipelatous red colour, they can bear to be handled more 
ea i.y than fores of any other kind of equal extent. The 
parts, in fome cafes indeed, feem to be deprived of their 
natural feniibility ; and I have in fuch inftances found 
that one of the firit effects of the mercury prefcribed for 
the cure has been to render them more irritable. 

Venereal ulcers ariiing from difeafe in the constitution 
differ from all fuch as are local in our not being able to 
render them clean or bring them to a healing date by any 
external application that we can employ. Where any 
doubt exifts of the caufe, they are often treated with local 
remedies ; but no advantage is derived from them. Even 
the mod powerful detergents have no influence. The 
parts lb 11 remain foul. The matter continues to increafe 
in acrimony ; and if a courfe of mercury is not prefcrib- 
ed, or if not given in fulfLient quantity, the fores not on- 
ly become more extenhve, but more numerous, by parts 
taking on a difpofition to ulcerate which did not previouf- 
ly bear any mark of difeafe. 

The defcription which I have given of the venereal ul- 
cer comprehends all the ordinary appearances of thefe 
fores ; but fome difference is produced in them by a vari- 
ety of caufes ; by the nature of the parts in which they are 
feated ; by the conftitution being found or affeded with 
other difeafes ; and by the effeds of fuch remedies as may 
have been employed without being fufficientiy powerful to 
accomplifh a cure. 

In a great proportion of cafes the venereal ulcer is feat- 
ed in the (kin and cellular membrane. In the firit in- 
ftance, indeed, thefe are the only parts that are affeded ; 
but in more advanced periods of the difeafe, we find the 
virus fixing upon the tendons, fafciae of the mufcles, peri- 
ofteum, and bones. The parts lealt liable to be attacked 
with it are the glands, particularly thofe of the lymphatic 
fyftem, but occasionally even they are affeded with it. 
Now we may ealily fuppofe, that the ordinary appearance 
or the difeafe, that which it exhibits when feated in the cel- 
lular fubitance, will be materially different from that which 
takes place from it in the tendons, fafciae, glands, or bones. 
It is difficult, however, and perhaps impofhble, to give a- 
ny adequate defcription of the different appeaiances which 



48 . Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 

occur in thefc ulcers thus differently fituated. It is from 
experience alone that a knowledge of this can be obtained. 

The appearances of venereal ulcers are more or lefs af- 
fe&ed by every difeafe which the fyftem may at the time 
labour under. Some indeed have contended that no two 
difeafes can exift in the conftitution at the fame time. 
This remark, however, is certainly ill-founded. From 
daily obfervation, we find, not only that the Jy ft em may be 
affected with different difeafes at the fame time, but that 
two difeafes may at the fame time fix upon the fame part. 
Of the firft we have inftances without end. It happens in 
the combination of fever with every variety of general 
cachexy, fuch as dropfy, jaundice, &c. of fmall-pox with 
fcrophula, and fcrophula with fcurvy ; all of which are 
often met with, exifting, and making progrefs in the fame 
perfon at the fame time, and of local complaints combin- 
ing in the fame part, a variety of inftances might alfo be 
mentioned. I have at prefent a perfon who had long been 
liable to piles, who fome time ago was attacked with con- 
dylomatous excreicences about the anus from a venereal 
raint ; to thefe fucceeded a common abfcefs from inflam- 
mation, and la ft of all the parts have become cancerous. 
As all of thefe are obvioufly in exiftence at this moment 
upon the lame parts, and as inftances of other combinati- 
ons. of local difeafes are occurring daily, it is with furprife 
and aftonilhment that I find much labour and ingenuity 
employed to prove that this connection of difeafes never 
takes place, and in a work too which does the higheft cre- 
dit to the author. 

The opinion which the author of that work endeavours 
to eftablilh, is indeed fo contrary to the obfervation of all 
who have paid attention to the fubjecl, that I mould not 
nave judged it neceftary to take notice of it, were it not 
with a view of preventing the unexperienced from being 
milled by it ; for were it to be received as a general prin- 
ciple, it would in a variety of circumftances have no fmall 
influence on pra&ice, and would often, I am afraid, be 
productive of diftrefs and difappointment, both to patients 
and practitioners.* 

* The publication to which I allude is Mr. Hunter's Treatiie on the Venereal 
D ifeafe . 
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If this opinion was well founded, every ulcer of the ve- 
nereal kind arifing from difeafe of the c -nuitution ihould 
yield to mercury alone : Initead of which, do we not dai- 
ly meet with fores of thiskind, in which mercury by itielf 
fails entirely, and in which, from the conltitution being 
at the fame time infected with fcrophula, or fome other 
difeafe, bark and other remedies mult be employed before 
any progrefs towards a cure can be obtained? This com- 
bination of Lues Venerea with other difeafes, particularly 
with fcrophula and fcurvy, is indeed, I apprehend, the 
molt frequent obllacle which we meet with in the cure of 
almoft every fymptom of this difeafe. Buboes, as well as 
ulcers, are always particularly obitinate where fcrophula 
prevails ; and the llighteft tendency to fcurvy puts it out 
of our power to employ mercury in fuch quantities as the 
cure of venereal ulcers often requires. The effects oi this 
are chiefly perceived at.fea, where a patient with Lues Ve- 
nerea is hire to have all the fymptoms aggravated, particu- 
larly fuch ulcers as may prevail, on his being attacked with 
fcurvy. The ulcers not only put on a vvorie appearance, 
but till the fcorbutic affe&ion is removed, the farther ufe 
of mercury is for the molt part laid afide. 

The description of the venereal ulcer which I have giv- 
en above relates to the difeafe in its more early ftages, and 
where no mercury has been employed. When mercury 
is prefcribed, and has entered the fyitem, fores of this de- 
scription foon pat on a healing appearance ; and if the 
medicine be continued, the cure ufually goes on without 
interruption. But if, inftead of being long enough per- 
iled in, the mercury is laid afide before the virus is eradi- 
cated, an effect refultsfrom it which could riot a priori be 
expeded. This partial effecl of mercury not only gives 
a different appearance to venereal fores, but commonly 
renders them more obitinate. If the fores have healed, 
and again break out, although they will not go to fuch a 
depth as they did in the nrft procefs of ulceration, they 
will fpread farther, and become more numerous. By this 
imperfect application of mercury, a difpolition feems to 
be formed, not only in the parts contiguous to the old 
fores, but in almoft ail the folPparts of the body, to go rea- 
dily into a ftate of ulceration ; and although the new fores 

Vol. II. G 



5° 



Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 



which take place do not go deeper than the cellular mem- 
brane, they dairy become more numerous, iniomnch that 
the parts in which they are chiefly feated are apt to ac- 
quire a honey-comb appearance. 

But although tcefe newly-formed ulcers feldom pene- 
trate to fuch a depth as thofeto which they fucceeded, they 
affume every other appearance of the true venereal ulcer. 
T hey are foul and fomewhat fpongy : They are not attend- 
ed with much para, and the furroundiug ikin has an ery- 
fipe atous, or copper-colour compiexion. In the courfe 
of my e£p r.ence, however, they ha e always pro ed to be 
of more diificult management than the others; nor does 
mercury aft with fuch certainty in removing them. The 
fame foies either continue obflinateiy to refill the effect of 
this remedy, or, it" thefe heal, others urea., out, and thus 
Ipread over a' ery coniiderable extent of furface, giving all 
the appearances of the phagadenic or depafcent ulcer of 
different authors. 

Hitherto I have been fuppofing that the difeafe is con- 
fined to the foft parts of the body ; but where the ulcers as 
now defcribed, have been neglected, or where the reme- 
dies employed for removing them have not proved effec- 
tual, they are apt to aifecl both the bones and tendons ; 
and where fores take place upon any of thefe parts, their 
appearances are materially different from the common ve- 
nei eal ulcer. The parts affected, inflead of being corrod- 
ed, and hallowed out in the form of a cup, as they ufually 
are in the venereal ulcer, are filled with a foft fungous fub- 
ftance, of an unhealthy complexion, which bleeds freely 
on being injured, and which always returns foon on being 
deflroyed with efcharrotics. The difcharge of thefe ul- 
cers, when feated upon carious bones, is thin and of a 
brown colour, and ft ill more foetid than the ordinary dif- 
charge of venereal ulcers in the fofter parts of the body. 
When the furface of a tendon becomes ulcerated the parts 
are not only foft and fpongy, but more foul or doughy 
than fores of almoft any other kind. 

There is another variety of venereal ulcer of which it is 
proper to take notice, I mean that which fucceeds to the 
burfting of a bubo. Seated in the body of a gland, this 
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kind of fore has a very different appearance from the com- 
mon venereai ulcer, which attacks, as we have juit feen, 
the lkin and cellular fubitance only. Buboes are always' 
accompan.ed with pain and inflammation : Hence when 
matter forms in them, it is of the purulent kind. But al- 
though the common venereal fore is always attended with 
fome degree of rednefs, as this is net of the true inflam- 
matory kind, being evidently eryhpelatous, and which we 
find from experience never produces purulent matter, the 
difcharge accordingly is different. But although the mat- 
ter of buboes isalways more or lefs purulent at ftrlt, it ufu- 
atly becomes thin and acrid at laft, owing to fores of this 
defcnption, on the farther continuance of the ddeafe, be- 
ing apt to become eryfipeiatous. Befides this change which 
takes place in the nature of the matter, the parts in which 
it was ^oliecled, although at firii they have all the appear- 
ances of a common abfeefs, at lait become foul and fpengy ; 
the ed.es of the fore become callous ; and a much greater 
degiee of pain takes place than almoil" ever accompanies 
the ordinary form of the true venereal mcer. 

But although the fore which fucceeds to a bubo is necef- 
farily ac firit always in the body of a giand, we find at lait 
that il is apt to fpread and affect the contiguous parts. The 
mat:er pervading the cellular fubltance iinufes form ; and 
the lkin oecommg inflamed, the foundation is thus laid for 
the formation of other fores. In this manner the ulcers 
which fucceed buboes frequently fpread to a great extent, 
one part either breaking out as another heals, or perhaps 
the whole continuing open, fo as to leave all the upper 
part of the thigh, and in fome cafes, the under part of the 
abdomen, covered with fmaii fores. 

No part of the treatment of Lues Venerea gives more 
diftrefs to patients, or more perplexity to practitioners, 
than the management of bis ulcerated ftate of buboes, 
which, belides being accompanied with much pam, is often 
one of the moll: obitinate fymptoms of the diieafe. In- 
llead of yielding to the ufe of mercury, fores of this de- 
fcription become often more obftinate after mercury has 
been employed ; fever is apt to take place ; and where the 
conllitution is not very robuir, they even fometimes end 
in the death of the patient. 



$2, Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 

This great degree of inveteracy in thefe fores may ori- 
ginate from ditierent caufes ; but I have commonly found 
that it takes place in fcrophulousconftitutions, and in fuch 
as are particularly delicate. It may alfo be remarked, that 
among our common people fores of this kind are ftill more 
particularly obftinate in fuch as are under the neceflity of 
living in damp iituations, as is ufually the cafe with wea- 
vers. 

§ 8. Of Nodes, and other Swellings of the Periofteum, 
Bones, and Tendons, 

A node is a hard circumfcribed tumour, proceed- 
ing from a bone becoming affected with a venereal 
virus. The periofteum, tendons, ligaments, and 
even fafciae of the mufcles, are alfo liable to be at- 
tacked with the matter of this difeafe. 

The venereal virus, however, does not readily 
attack thefe harder parts of the body. In a great 
proportion of cafes it remains long in the habit before 
they become affected, and when tumours appear up- 
on them, it is often at fuch a diftant period from 
the exiftence of any other fymptom of Lues Ve- 
nerea, that both the patient and practitioner are 
apt to be deceived, and to conclude that they pro- 
ceed from fome other caufe : Hence pains and fwell- 
ings occurring in this difeafe are often treated as 
rheumatic affections, in confequence of which reme- 
dies are prefcribed from which no advantage is de- 
rived ; while mercury, from which alone relief 
could be obtained, is entirely overlooked. But al- 
though the true venereal node never takes place ear- 
ly in the difeafe, I mean fuch fwellings as are of an 
oiTeous nature, and originate from the bones, yet the 
p'^rr 'ileum and tendons, as w r ell as the fafcias of muf- 
cles, are in fome inflances very early affedted. This 
I have known to happen almoft as loon as there was 
caufe to fufpecl: that the virus had entered the fyfUm. 
In inch cafes, however, fome obvious reafon could 
always be given, for this variation in the courfe of 
the diieoje, by which the virus was made to fix up- 
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on thefe parts in preference to others, which ufual- 
ly are fir it affected. In all of them the patients were 
found to have been much expoied to the effects of 
cold and dampnefs, which I have had many opportu- 
nities of obferving to have an evident influence in 
exciting the virus of this difeafe to fix early upon 
thefe parts. Soldiers infected with Lues Venerea, 
when expofed to the cold and dampnefs to which 
they are ufually liable during encampments, are par- 
ticularly apt to fuffer with fwellings of this kind. 

Although it is of much importance to diftinguifli 
between fuch of thefe affections ate arife from the 
bone, and thofe which proceed from the periofteum, 
tendons, and muicular fafcias, yet this has not com- 
monly been done with fumcient accuracy. They 
have ail been coniidered as nodes, and blended under 
one general defcription, by which a good deal of 
perplexity has been introduced in the method of 
cure. 

Nodes may appear upon every bone of the body, 
but they are molt frequent where the bones are thin- 
ly covered with muicles: Hence they are moft com- 
monly met with upon the forehead, upon the fore- 
part of the tibia, and on fome parts of the radius and 
ulna. We alio meet with them on the bones of the 
hands and feet. I never, however, law them on 
the fingers or toes, but I have oblerved them up- 
on the fternum and ribs. In two initances, where 
the patients died of other diieales after being cured 
of Lues Venerea, and in whom fevere pains had oc- 
curred in the middle of the thighs, nodes or exoltofes 
upon the femur were discovered. In one there were 
two fmall knobs or protuberances, in the other there 
were upwards of twenty, and all of them upon the 
anterior part of the bone. 

Thefe oifeous tumours do not produce any altera- 
tion in the colour of the fkin, unlefs they arrive at a 
much larger iize than is uiual. Their firft approach 
is diitinguifhed by a flight degree of uneaflnefs in the 
parts affected. This excites the patient's attention, 
when on examination a fmall hard tubercle or protu- 
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berance is difcovered. This in a gradual manner be- 
comes larger; and, while it increafes in fize, it alfo 
becomes more painful. By the time that it has ac 
quired the bulk of half an ordinary walnut, and few- 
nodes I believe are ever larger than this, the (kin 
has commonly become red and tender : and ulcera- 
tion at lait taking place, the bone on being thus de- 
nuded, is not only found to be {welled but complete- 
ly carious. 

This is perhaps one of the moft painful fymptoms 
of Lues Venerea ; for although the pain is at firft 
always moderate, it never fails to become fevere on 
the tumour advancing in lize. This does no: depend 
fo much, however, on any alteration produced in 
the bone itfelf, as on the diilenlion of the perioite- 
um, which the tumour of the bone neceffarily occa- 
fions ; a circumftance of which we are rendered cer- 
tain by the pain ceaflng entirely on the protuberance 
of the bone being laid bare, either by an inciiioii, 
or by the foft parts which cover it being destroyed 
by ulceration. 

This defcription of a node, it is proper to remark, 
comprehends the full progreis of this kind of tumour 
to its lafl and ultimate ftage ; a termination we iel- 
dom meet with, if it be not among the poor and des- 
titute. Mercury is commonly prefcribed as fbon as 
the nature of the tumour becomes obvious, and as 
this puts a flop to its farther increafe, it is by great 
inattention or mismanagement only that the fur- 
rounding foft parts are ever allowed to ulcerate. 
When ulceration does take place, the parts foon 
affume all the appearances of the true venereal ulcer 
of which we have already given a delcription. 

The fame bones upon which nodes molt frequently 
take place are liable to tumours of a different kind, 
which, from their bearing a refembiance to nodes, 
have improperly been diflinguifhed by the fame ap- 
pellation. By fome, indeed, all tumours upon thefe 
parts, as well as fuch as occur in this difeafe upon 
the tendons, ligaments, and fafcias of the mufcles, 
are confidered as nodes. This proceeds from the 



Seer. II. or Lues Venerea. 55 

confufed manner in which thefe fymptoms were de- 
fcribed by the firft: authors who wrote upon this fub- 
jeci, by which others who have not paid particular 
attention to it have uniformly been miffed. It re- 
quires, however, no nice difcrimination to perceive 
that the tumours to which thefe parts are liable from 
Lues Venerea are materially different in their forma- 
tion, and requiring alfo a difference of treatment it 
becomes an object of no fmall importance to have 
this pointed out. 

The tumours which molt refemble nodes are pro- 
duced by an effufion of a f mall quantity of matter be- 
tween the peri odeum and bone. This feems to pro- 
ceed from the internal furface of the periofteum be- 
coming (lightly inflamed, by which a few drops of 
a colourlefs fluid are poured out upon the fin face of 
the bone. If not prevented by an early exhibition 
of mercury, the tumour, which was at firft fo fmall 
as to be with difficulty perceived, becomes gradually 
larger, and from being hard and colourlefs, it be- 
comes foft and inflamed. Even when of the greateft 
bulk, however, at which it commonly arrives^ this 
tumour does not exceed the fize of the real node ; for 
the periofteum not being capable of much diftenfion, 
it either foon burfts, or the tumour becoming very 
painful, relief is obtained by making an incifion in- 
to it. 

Thefe tumours, although at firft always hard, are 
by no means ib firm as nodes. This, even in their 
commencement, ferves as a fufficient mark of dis- 
tinction between them ; and where matter is formed, 
as the tumour is thinly covered, a fluctuation is foon 
perceived, by which in the progrefs of the complaint, 
it is clearly and evidently difthiguifhed from nodes, 
which always remain hard to the laft. 

When tumours of this defcription either burfc. or 
are laid open, although the bone may be found to be 
rough and carious, no fwelling is difcovered ; and 
on the ulcer healing by the means to be hereafter 
mentioned, the parts appear to be reduced to the 
level of the furroundingfein ; whereas in real nodes, 
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the tumour of the bone remains nearly, or perhaps 
entirely of the fame fize during the life of the pati- 
ent, nor has mercury or any external application, 
any effecl: in reducing it. Some indeed entertain a 
different opinion, but where venereal tumours upon 
the bones have been removed by mercury, I have 
much reafon to think that they have not been real 
nodes, but merely thofe fmall tumours produced by 
effuiion which we have j nit been conlidering. At 
leaft this happened in different cafes in which I have 
been concerned, where tumours, which at firit were 
fuppofed to be formed of bone, appeared afterwards 
to proceed entirely from effuiion ; and I have not 
met with a (ingle inftance of a tumour evidently of- 
feous being ever carried off by mercury, or any 
other medicine* 

Befides the tumours we have defcribed, there is 
{till another, by fome alio improperly termed a node, 
with which the parts covering the hard bones are not 
unfrequently attacked m Lues Venerea, This vari- 
ety of tumour occurs more early in the difeafe than 
nodes, and proceeds mod frequently as I have ob- 
ferved above, from expofure to cold and dampnefs. 
It is alfo diitinguilhed from nodes from its taking 
place in various parts of the body at once. 

The patient at firit complains of pains over the 
whole affected limbs ; but he foon finds that one part 
of each limb is more feverely affected than the reft. 
In the legs this happens about the middle of the ti- 
bia and fibula. In the thighs it occurs at the middle 
of the femur, and in the arms along the whole courfe 
of the radius and ulna. 

For the moll - part thefe pains are confidered by the pa- 
tient as rheumatic ; and I have known many inftances, 
even of practitioners being deceived with them. No ad- 
vantage, however, is obtained from thofe medicines which 
ufuaily give relief in rheumatifm ; and at laft the parts 
from whence the pains chiefly proceed are found to be 
fwelled. But this fwelling is very different from that ful- 
nefs of parts which occurs in rheumatifm ; and it diners 
materially from the latter in the parts which it attacks. 
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The rheumatic fwelling is chiefly confined to the joints, 
In very fevere cafes it no doubt ltretches over every part 
of a limb, but it very commonly originates in the joints : 
Whereas thofe venereal fwellings, although they fometimes 
ftretch towards the joints, they very univerfally fix upoil 
thofe parts of the limb that lie between one joint and ano- 
ther. In rheumatifm the whole circumference of the limb 
becomes fwelled in nearly an equal degree, while in the 
other the tumour is circumfcribed, being moit frequently 
confined to lefs than one half of the circumference of the 
limb ; or when one limb is affeded in different parts, as 
often happens in the fore-arm betweea the elbow and 
writt, the feat of each tumour can be very diftindly traced. 
In the venereal fwelling of thefe parts the tumour is firm, 
and fo deeply feated that on a flight examination it is often 
fuppofed to proceed from the bone itfelf, while that fwel- 
ling which takes place in rheumatifm is of a more compref- 
fible nature, and appears even on the flighteit examination 
to be altogether free from the bone beneath. 

By attention to thefe circumftances, as well as from the 
hiftory of the cafe, we need never be under much difficul- 
ty in judging of the nature of thefe fwellings, nor in de- 
termining when they are venereal and when of a rheuma- 
tic nature. It is a prevailing opinion, that the difference 
between them is fufficiently marked by the pain in all ve- 
nereal affeaions of this kind being particularly fevere when 
the patient is warm in bed, while the contrary is fuppoied 
to happen in rheumatifm, I have not found, however, 
that any dependence can be, placed upon this ; for both 
are apt to be very differently affefted by the fame caufe in 
different patients, and even in the fame patients at aiheiv 

ent times. . . , 

This variety of fwelling feems always to originate in the 
periolteum, and to proceed from fome degree of inflam- 
mation, which firlt begins in that membrane, and proceeds 
from it to the Unrounding parts. Like every inflammato- 
ry affection of membranous parts, it does not readily ter- 
minate in fuppuration. I have never known an mitance 
of matter forming in it : Nor do thofe ferus effufions take 
place here which are fo frequent in rheumatifm ; a circum- 
ftance which conllitutes another characleniuc diftmtticn 
Vol. II. H 
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between the two dlfeafes ; for rheumatifm feldom arrives 
at a great height without f .veilings taking place in the parts 
chiefly affected, and they feem ail to be of the ferous kmd. 

Almoft every author who has written upon Lues Ve- 
nerea defcribes affe&ions of the ligaments, tendons, and 
fafciae of mufcies, as frequent fymptoms : This, however, 
is far from being confluent with my experience ; nor do I 
fuppofe that they often take place but in the moft advanc- 
ed ftagQS of the difeafe. 

My own obfervation having led to this conclufion, I 
was induced to converfe and to correfpond upon the fub- 
jecl with others, who from having much employment in 
this branch of practice I had reafon to fuppofe would be 
able to give me the bed account of it. The prepoffemon 
which they had received from books had prevented them 
from entertaining a doubt of the frequency of this fymp- 
tom, but none of them had feen it fo often as to be able 
from his own obfervation to give a diftind or well-mark- 
ed account of it. 

Venereal ulcers often penetrate to ligaments, tendons, 
and other deep feated parts. In this manner every prac- 
titioner mud have feen tho e parts aifecled with the virus 
of this difeafe; but in thefe the difeafe uniformly begins 
in the fkin, and proceeds to the parts beneath. Of fwel- 
lings in the ligaments, tendons, or fafciae of mufcies from 
this caufe, I have met with very few 7 inllances ; and even 
of thefe fome were of a doubtful nature, as they occurred 
in fcrophulous conftitutions. 

Thofe fwellings,fo far as I have had opportunities of ob- 
ferving, are not fo painful as tumours of the periofieum 
and bones. They are i'mall and circumfcribed : At firft 
hard and colourlefs, and afterwards on the fkin becoming 
red, they turn foft, and foon burft. The matter which 
they difcharge perhaps never partakes of purulency : It is 
thin, and either nearly colourlefs or fomewhat tinged with 
blood. The fores which enfneare foul, and ufually more 
difficult of cure than any other that we meet with in this 
diieafe. 

I have feen different cafes of tumours of a confiderable 
lize, feated upon tendons as well as upon aponeurotic ex- 
pansions, and which were fufpected to be venereal. r l hefe 
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have commcnly been hard, aid where they have come to 
create much uneafinei's i have had occaficn, m feme in- 
flances, to remove them with the (calpei. Two of thefe 
were upon the tendinous pait oi the biceps ; and although 
in both they had Leen lulpecled to be venereal, a very de- 
cifive proof was obtained oi the c< n'uary, icr ihey were 
both extirpated, and the ioieS hea;ed tuiiiy without any 
mercury being given. 

$ 9. Oj " Venereal Excrefcences abcut the Anus. 

The parts of generation in both fexes are liable to be 
attacked with warty excrefcences in Gonorrhoea, moll: fre- 
quently towards the end of the difcale, when the running 
is nearly go. e. In feme cales they fpiead over all the 
contiguous parts, and even reach to the anus; but however 
|xtenlively this may happen, excrefcences of this warty na-. 
ture which occur from Oonorrhcea are always local, as we 
judge from mercury having no influence in removing 
them, and from finding chat topical lemedies are alone to 
be depended upon for a cure.* 

But beiides thefe, the parts abcut the anus are occafion- 
ally attacked with excrefcences truly venereal, which ap- 
pear in the latter ilages of fyphiiis only, and cf which we 
cannot accomplifh a cure by any remedy that is not con- 
joined with a complete xourfe of mercury. They are ea- 
lily removed, either with the fcalpel or efcharrotics ; but 
if mercury is not adminiftered they foon return with more 
virulence than at firft. 

In fome cafes they appear at the fame time with vene- 
real blotches in other parts of the body, which in many in- 
ftances they referable, being railed or elevated above the 
contiguous furface. Till of late I had not fee 11 them but 
us a fynapir n of libbens, and I did not fuppcfe that they 
tcok plac< linary form of Lues Venerea. I have 

now, however, I r *ith a fufheient number of inflances to 
convince me thai s I was miftaken, and which fhew 

that they not only ocaur along with eruptions in other 
parts of the body, but tha. -\itcgether independent of thefe 

* See Vol. I. Chapter II. Seftu 
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they appear as a diftincl fymptom in Hill more advanced 
periods of the difeafe. 

They are not io hard as thofe warts which fucceed to 
Gonorrhoea ; they are more of a fleihy nature, more ten^ 
der, and therefore more apt to bleed. They have a more 
uniform furface ; and inftead of being formed of a number 
of fmall warts connected together, as thefe tumours about 
the anus produced by Gonorrhoea ufually are, we find them 
compofed of one uniform mafs. 

They do not approach lb near to the verge of the anus 
as warty excrefcences commonly do, being for the moft 
part of the greateft extent and moft elevated near to the 
tuberofity of the ifchium. In fome cafes they become ul- 
cerated, and difcharge a great deal of very ofTenfive mat- 
ter ; and when this happens in women they appear fome- 
times to be productive of buboes; at leaft in different cafes 
where buboes occurred in women, no other fource of in- 
fection could be perceived. Why they fhould not be the 
caufe of buboes in men may be difficult to explain ; but 
although I have often met with them in men in a Hate of 
obvious ulceration, I never knew buboes to be the confe- 
quence of them. Perhaps in men the lymphatic veflels 
of thefe parts do not pal's through any external conglobate 
glands, and if this is the cafe they cannot produce buboes; 
for in the hiftory of buboes we have feen that the matter 
of Lues Venerea does not excite fwelling or obllruclion in 
any of the internal glands. 

For the moft part any ulceration which takes place in 
thefe excrefcences is very fuperficial, and does not reach 
beneath the furface. In fome inftances, however, finuies 
form in them. In this manner I once knew a fiftula in 
ano produced, for which it was neceflary to perform the 
ufual operation after the patient was cured of Lues Vene- 
rea. 

Like other fymptoms of fyphilis thefe excrefcences ei- 
ther continue nearly in the fame ftate, m become gradual- 
ly worfe, as long as no remedy is emp loved for the cure 
pf the difeafe in the conftitution. | Thev never difappear 
either entirely or in part by ar>. effort of the fyilera ; but 
if by a partial courfe of mer-" ury their progrefs is inter- 
rupted, although the virus *)f the difeafe is not completely 
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extinguifhed, they foon become lefs aclive than they were 
before ; in courfe of time they difappear altogether, and 
with whatever violence the difeafe may break out in other 
parts of the body, it does not again excite a recurrence of 
excrefcences. In the latter ftages of Lues Venerea, when 
by a long continuance of the difeafe the whole fyftem may 
be fuppoied to be contaminated, we find a variety of fymp- 
toms exifting at the fame time ; otherwife this, as we have 
already had occaiion to obferve, does not readily happen ; 
nor do we commonly find early in the difeafe more than 
one or two of the fymptoms fubfifting at once. 

| io. Of Swellings of the Tcfles. 

Inflammation communicated along the urethra in Go- 
norrhoea is the moll frequent caule of fweliing of the teftes. 
This has induced many to fuppofe, and fome to affert, that 
this fymptom is never induced by Lues Venerea ; that it 
is always a local affeclion, and never produced by any dif- 
eafe of the conftitution. 

That this is very generally the cafe I will readily ad- 
mit ; for in a great proportion of cafes we can clearly trace 
the difeafe to a local caufe, and it is mofl eafiiy removed 
by local applications ; but this is not always the cafe, for I 
have met with various well-marked inftances of the teftes 
fweliing from difeafe of the fyftem alone. Thofe who 
doubt the facl will aflc, In what manner can this be afcer- 
tained ? By the fweliing coming on without any external 
injury; by no Gonorrhoea having preceded ; by the pati- 
ent being known to be infe&ed with Lues Venerea at the 
time ; and by the fweliing being with eafe and certainty 
removed by mercury, while it had daily become worfe as 
long as thofe remedies were employed which ufually prove 
effectual in fweliing of the teftes ariiing from Gonorrhoea. 

.With me thefe circumfiances afford complete convidi- 
on, and as I have repeatedly met with them I judge the 
fad to be clearly eftabhfhed. 

The very firft approach of this fweliing exhibits a differ- 
ence between it and that which proceeds from Gonorr- 
hoea. In this laft a coniiderable degree of pain prevails 
from the firft, and the difeaie begins in the epidydimis ; 
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but in the fwelling from Lues Venerea the patient for a 
coniiderable time feels only a flight uneafinefs, and even on 
the farther progrefs of the difeafe any pain that takes place 
is not acute, but dull and obtufe, fuch as might be fuppof- 
ed to proceed chiefly from the additional bulk and weight 
of the teftes. The body of the tefticle is always firfr af- 
fected ; and it is only where the difeafe is neglecled, or 
where the nature of it is miftaken, and mercury judged to 
be improper, that the fwelling proceeds to the epidydi- 
mis. 

Thefe circumfiances of themfelves might fufficiently 
diftinguifh the one variety of fwelhng from the other ; 
but we alfo oblerve that in the fwelling from Gonoirhcea 
the fcrotum becomes red and painful very early in the dif- 
eafe, by the inflammation ipreadmg from the tefticle; 
whereas in the other the fcrotum is very feldom affected, 
and in no inftance till the fwelling has been of long dura- 
tion. , Hence in the One the patient can f:arcely admit of 
the parts .:eing touched, while in the other little or no pain 
is produced, even when handled with freedom. In the 
hernia humoralis, as it is termed, the whole contiguous 
parts feem often to fympathife with the difeafe in the tef- 
tis, by the pa.n fpreading along the groins, and over all 
the upper part ot the thighs and abdomen ; while in the 
other any uneafinefs which occurs is either confined en- 
tirely to the tefticle or to the courfe of the fpermatic cord. 
In this the Iwelling comes (lowly and gradually to a larger 
fize, inlomuch that fome weeks will pafs before it arrives 
near to its height ; while in the other the tumour is often 
as large in the courfe of forty-eight hours as it ever be- 
comes. 

Thcfe who doubt of the exiftence of the fuelled teftes 
from Lues Venerea afiert, that where the tefticle becomes 
hard and enlarged, where no external violence has been 
applied to it, and without bemg preceded by Gonorrhoea, 
that the dsieafe is always to be considered as of the true 
fchirrhus kind, forming what in general is called farco- 
cele. This, however, is by no means the cafe, -and the 
means of diuingmihing between larcocele and the true 
venereal fwelling of the tefticle are numerous and obvious. 
In the former the tefticle has a coniiderable degree of 
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hardnefs from the firft. The patient is from the firft 
commencement of the difeafe, diftrelfed with fharp fling- 
ing pains through the body of the tumour, and by de- 
grees thefe become as fevere as they ufually are in any 
cafe of cancer. The fwelling, although at firft fmooth, 
foon becomes knotty and unequal, and at iaft it very con- 
ltantly attacks the fpermatic cord, which alfo becomes 
hard, knotty, and painful. Now, in a fwelled teftis 
from Lues Venerea, although a considerable degree of 
firmnefs takes place, it is by no means of that hard na- 
ture which always accompanies the fcirrhus. We meet 
with no flinging pains, not even in the mod advanced 
ftages of the difeafe. The fwelling never becomes hard 
and knotty, but retains a fmooth, equal furface, and we 
meet with few inftances of its proceeding to the fperma-' 
tic cord. 

In addition to the defcription which I have given of 
the difeafe I may remark, that in its more advanced 
ftages this fwelling fometimes fuppurates, and dif- 
charges purulent matter ; while in farcocele, when- 
ever the tumour burfts, it yields nothing but a thin, 
bloody fanies, as commonly happens in all cafes of 
cancer. The fores which enfue to the burfting of 
thefe tumours are fully as different in their appear- 
ances as the tumours are different by which they 
were produced. In the farcocele the edg^es of the 
fore are hard and retorted, accompanied with every 
other circumftance that ufually takes place in can- 
cer ; whereas in the venereal fwelled tefticle, al- 
though the edges of the fore are hard, they are nei- 
ther raifed nor retorted, and the fore, while it is 
foul and floughy, as venereal fores always are, exhi- 
bits no appearances of cancer. 

In very advanced ftates of this difeafe we fome- 
times find it accompanied with effufions into the tu- 
nica vaginalis teftis, producing what may be termed 
a complicated hydrocele. This, however, is a cir- 
cumftance equally common to every tumour of the 
fame magnitude and duration to which the tefticle is 
;. It even fometimes fuceeeds to the hernia 
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humoralis, but not fo frequently as to fwellings of 
greater permanency. 

If this affetlion of the teftes is neither uncommon 
nor difficult to diflinguifh, it may be faid that the 
particular defcription which is here given of it is un- 
necefTary ; and I mould have judged it to be fo, if 
in fome late publications a contrary opinion had not 
been ftrongly inculcated. Even this would not have 
been a fufficient reafon for dwelling long upon any 
point of little importance, but in the fubjecl we are 
now conlidering many circumftances are involved. 
Any theory we can eftabli/h of the nature of the ve- 
nereal poifon, and of the means employed for re- 
moving it from the conftitution, is in fome meafure 
connected with it ; while, at the fame time, it is 
obvioufly a point of real importance in pracliee. 

{ II. Of Alopecia. 

The difeafe termed Alopecia by Nofologifls, or fal- 
ling oif of the air, may be produced by different cau- 
fes ; but it is moll frequently met with as a fymptom 
of Lues Venerea in the more advanced ftages of the 
difeafe. 

The hair of the head firft feparates in greater quan- 
tities than ufual on being combed. The eye-brows 
become more thinly covered, and if a flop be not put 
to the difeafe of the conftitution, all the hair of the 
head, as well as of the other parts of the body, foon 
falls off. 

Before the hair begins to feparate, a fcurf is ufual- 
ly perceived among the roots of it, which comes a- 
way in great quantities on the head being combed, 
commonly in the form of fine bran. On this fcurf be- 
ing removed, the ikin beneath has a red complexion; 
but the patient does not complain either of pain or 
tendernefs, and the fame kind of brany powder forms 
repeatedly on the fame parts, although carefully re- 
moved from day to day. 

In fome inftances the hair is renewed in as great 
quantity as at firft ; but this is not a frequent occur- 
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rence : It only happens during youth, and where the virus 
of the difeafe is quickly and completely eradicated. In 
more advanced periods of life it always remains thin, not 
only upon the head, but on the eye-brows ; and when the 
eye-lames fall out from this caufe they very feldom re- 
turn. 

As mercury has commonly been given before the hair 
begins to feparate, and often in considerable quantities, 
this fymptom has by fome been fuppofed to be more the 
effect of the medicine than of the difeafe. This, howe- 
ver, has not been the refult of my obfervation. I have 
feen different infbnces of the hair dropping off in Lues 
Venerea, where no mercury had been employed ; and 
were it to be produced by mercury, it would neceflarily 
occur more frequently, and it would happen with equal 
readinefs in every difeafe for which mercury fhould be 
prefcribed. 

I coniider it to be in almoft every inftance the effect of 
that fcurf which in Lues Venerea fometimes forms among 
the roots of the hair. The matter by which the fcurf is 
produced getting accefs to the roots, foon cuts off their 
connection with the furrounding parts. 

{ 12. Of Blindnefs as a Symptom of Lues Venerea. 

In the firit chapter of this work fome account is given of 
blindnefs produced by the retropulfion of the matter of 
Gonorrhoea. But blindnefs which takes place in Lues Ve- 
nerea is materially different both in its rife and progrefs, 
and in the remedies by which it is with molt certainty re- 
moved. 

Blindnefs from Gonorrhoea is always accompanied with 
much pain. A great degree of irritability, along with a 
plentiful difcharge of matter from the eyes, and more or 
lefs inflammation, are the firft fymptoms of the difeale. 
But in Lues Venerea, lofs of virion, to a conliderable ex- 
tent, has commonly taken place long before much pain is 
experienced ; and if inflammation ever occurs, it is not in 
any remarkable degree. 

The matter of Lues Venerea acls in different ways in 
producing blindnefs. One of the molt frequent feems to 

Vol. II. I 



66 Of the Symptoms Ch. IV. 

be by injuring the optic nerves, whether by acting imme- 
diately upon the nerve itfelf, or by firit exciting effulion, 
or the formation of tumours in the contiguous parts, by 
which compreffion of the nerve is at lad produced. 

It is in this manner I conceive that gutta ferena takes 
place in the latter ftages of Lues Venerea. In fome cafes 
it comes on in a gradual manner. The fight becomes lefs 
perfect from day to day ; and both the patient and his 
friends are furpnzed that this fhould happen while the ex- 
ternal appearance of the eye is not affected. But for the 
molt part the difeafe takes place almoit inflantaneoufly, 
the patient being entirely deprived of vifion in the courfe 
of a minute or two from the time that his eyes became un- 
eafy. Still the external parts of the eyes remain found, 
but the pupils are always greatly dilated, and incapable of 
any degree of contraction, even when expofed to the 
ilrongeit light. 

In fome cafes only one eye is affected, but for the molt 
part the difeafe attacks both at the fame time. 

Cataracts fometimes form from this caufe. I have met 
with different inftances of this difeafe in the latter ftages of 
Lues Venerea, where no other caufe could be affigned for 
it ; and I conclude that it was the effect of the venereal 
poifon, from the peculiar manner of its approach. The 
lens is at firit only partially affected, white ftreaks appear 
upon different parts of it, which extend by degrees, fo as to 
produce opacity over the whole of it. 

But the molt frequent effect of the venereal virus upon 
the eye appears upon the vitreous and aqueous humours, 
and on the lucid part of the cornea. In fome cafes thefe 
humours are deprived of their natural tranfparency, they 
become fomewhat milky, and at lait completely opake. 
At other times this is evidently connected with an opake 
ilate of the lucid cornea, which becomes white and thick- 
ened, and in fome inftances fo prominent as to disfigure 
the whole globe of the eye. When this difeafed ftate of the 
coats ot the eye, and of the humours which they contain oc- 
cur at the fame time, the whole body of the eye affords the 
appearance of one confufed mafs. Neither the chryftalime 
lens, nor any particular part of the eve can be diftinguHh- 
ed. 



Se<ft. II. of Lues Venerea. 67 

Before this opacity takes place in the cornea, a number 
of obitrucled velTels are perceived on it, accompanied with 
fome degree of tendernefs on being expofed to Light : This 
gives caufe to fuppofe that inflammation is about to occur ; 
but the difeafe m this form makes no farther progrefs. 
The cornea in fome fpots becomes white and opake, pro- 
bably by the effufion of part of the contents of thefe tur- 
gid veffels ; but all this takes plaje with little or no pain, 
and without any of the ordinary concomitants of inflam- 
mation. Neither does this whitenefs of the cornea ter- 
minate m iuppuration, as opacity of this membrane pro- 
duced by inflammation is apt to do. It becomes even 
more white than the tunica albuginea itfelf, and evidently 
more thickened, but I never faw matter form in it. 

In fome cafes the venereal virus fixes upon the eye- 
lids, and chiefly upon their cartilaginous boarders. This 
fometimes happens by itfelf, but for the molt part it is 
connected with fyphilitic eruptions in other parts of the 
body. The parts become red and fomewhat tender, and 
an effufion takes place among the eye-laihes, either in the 
form of a dry fcurf, or of a gummy vifcid matter. In 
this latter ilate this effufion proves always very trouble- 
fome, particularly after fleep, as it glues the eye-lids fo 
firmly together as to render it difficult, and even painful 
to open them. 

In this affection of the eye-lids, I have in different in- 
stances, obferved a fymptom which has not, fo far as I re- 
member, been remarked by authors. The tears at fir it 
form in drops near ths internal angle of the eye, and this 
terminates in a conftant trickling over the cheeks. Thofe 
who are not accuitomed to examine the eyes in this flate ■ 
are apt to coniider this flow of tears as the commencement 
of fitful a lachrymalis, whereas it proceeds from a caufe 
which muff effectually prevent the formation of this dif- 
eafe. On minute infpeclion, it appears evidently to a- 
rife from the punfta lachrymalia being obftructed by the 
vifcid matter forming upon the cartilages of the eye-lids, 
by which the tears which mould pafs by thefe openings in- 
to the lachrymalfac, and from thence into the nofe, are 
neceflariiy forced over the cheeks. In fome cafes this 
weeping ftate of the eyes proves to be temporary, and dif- 
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appears with the caufe by which it was p roduced ; but in 
others it continues permanent, owing, I fuppofe, to the 
puncla being obliterated by the long continuances of the 
difeafe. 

This conftant flow of tears over the eye-lids proves al- 
ways troublefome, and in fome cafes even painful, by ex- 
citing tendernefs, and occasionally fome degree of ulcera- 
tion of the cheeks. 

$ J 3« Of Deaf ne fs from Lues Venerea. 

When treating of the venereal fore throat in \ 4. of this 
feclion, we had occafion to remark that a certain degree of 
deafnefs is, in fome cafes, a confequence of that fymptcm, 
the end of the Euflachian tube, when it terminates in the 
threat, being obflruc~led. The effeel refulting from this 
being in fome inftances confiderable, we are led to fuppofe 
that this paffage to the ear is of no fmall importance to the 
fenfe of hearing : I have known a very diitrefsful degree 
of deafnefs produced bv it. 

Beiides this, the venereal difeafe in fome inftances ex- 
cites deafnefs by fixing upon the ear itfelf. The bones 
feem to be moll liable to be attacked with it. When this 
takes place the patient is at firrt feized with a partial lofs of 
hearing. This is fucceeded by a difcharge of foetid ill-co- 
loured matter ; and in fome cafes the bones themfelves 
come away. I need fcarcely obferve, that a total and per- 
mament lofs of hearing enlues. 

Where venereal blotches prevail univerfaily over the 
body, and have been of long duration, they fometimes fix 
upon the ear, chiefly upon the lap of the ear. In fome 
cafes I have known them to atfeel the meatus externus fo 
as to induce to a temporary deafnefs. In this event the 
paffage is either fluffed with a dry fcurfy matter, or the 
lining membrane of the paffage becomes thickened, and 
occasionally tender and ulcerated. If this proceeds no 
farther into the ear a recovery may flill take place ; but as 
the fame kind of tendenlefs is apt to attack the tympanum, 
jleafnefs even from this caufe often proves permanent. 
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£ 14. Of anomalous Symptoms. 

Befides the fymptoms of which we have given a 
defcription, there are others which from their ap- 
pearing with lefs regularity may be termed anoma- 
lous. But thefe, although they occur occafionally 
in every ftage of the difeafe, prevail with moll fre- 
quency when the infection has been of long dura- 
tion. 

The molt troublefome of thefe fymptoms are 
chops, or clefts in the palms of the hands and foles 
of the feet. A red fomewhat purple-coloured erup- 
tion appears upon the fkin of thefe parts. The cu- 
ticle feparates and comes away : Still the fkin re- 
mains difcoloured ; and at laft chops form in differ- 
ent parts of it. They generally remain dry, but 
in fome inftances they difcharge a thin acrid matter. 
They are feldom painful ; but they are always ob- 
flinate and difficult to cure ; and the cuticle is in 
fome cafes fo completely removed, that by the ten- 
dernefs which fucceeds to this the patient is for a 
confiderable time deprived of the life both of his 
hands and feet. 

In fome a difpofition is formed in the fkin and 
cellular fubftance of different parts of the body to 
become thick, rough, and unequal, producing what 
by Nofologifts is termed elephantiafis, or at leaft an 
affection which very much refembles that difeafe. 
In moft inftances where this has occurred, different 
parts of the body have been affected with it at once; 
but in others I have known it confined fo one of the 
extremities. In the (lighter degrees of this affection 
the inconvenience produced by it is inconfiderable, 
and it is feldom accompanied with much pain ; but 
where the limbs fvvell to much as they fometimes do, 
the diftrefs which it elcites is neceffarily fevere. A 
limb which fwells from this caufe becomes fir ft very 
unwieldy ; and on the fwelling increafing, it at laft 
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burfts into lores, which difcharge a thin acrid mat- 
ter, are always foul, and very feldom heal. 

I have met with different inflances of this thicken- 
ing of the teguments in the fcrotum. The fkin re- 
tains its natural colour ; but it becomes iirm, and io 
much thickened as to form a tumour which in fome 
cafes acquires a very confiderable bulk. All of them 
that have fallen within my obfervation came from 
warmer climates, t and two of them were in negroes. 
They had been miftaken both for hydrocele and her- 
nia, but I found in all of them that the tumour was 
produced entirely by a thickened flate of the fcro- 
tum. 

From a hernia in the fcrotum they are diflinguifh- 
ed by the fpermatic cord being entirely free of 1 well- 
ing ; by the abfence of all the fymptoms of hernia; 
and by the fwelling being much more firm than it 
ever is in hernia. The fame degree of firmnefs ferves 
to diftinguifh it from hydrocele, for no imprelfion is 
made upon it by preffure ; and it is farther diftin- 
guifhed from it by its weight, being much heavier 
than any tumour of equal magnitude containing a 
fluid. 

This fwelling of the fcrotum bears a greater re- 
femblance to farcocele, or a fchirrous tefticle, than 
to any other affeilion of thefe parts. It is chiefly 
diflinguifhed from farcocele by being totally free of 
pain, and from being of an equal linooth furface. 
The other is not only accompanied with pain, but 
the fwelling is knotty and unequal. 

As the fores which occur upon thefe tumours are 
very apt to affume a cancerous appearance, and ul- 
cers of a fimilitr afpecT. being fbmetimes obferved to 
fuccecd to buboes, fome have been thereby induced to 
confider cancer as a fymptom of this difeafc. That the 
matter of Lues Venerea may occafionally produce 
fores which terminate in cancer will not be difputed ; 
but we are not from this to conclude, either that 
the matter of the two difeafes is the fame, or that 
cancer mould be confidcred as a fymptom of fyphilis. 
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Befides the pains refembling rheumatifm, which 
occur in Lues Venerea, and of which we had occa- 
fion to fpeak when treating of nodes and affections 
of the periofteum, pains of a different kind are apt 
to take place in the more advanced ftages of the dif- 
eafe. They do not remain fixed or permanent, but 
produce ftiarp momentary flings, without leaving 
{Veiling or any other mark behind them. They are 
moft frequent in the neck, temples, and jaws. In 
the latter they are often fufpected to proceed from 
carious teeth, when on examination no affection of 
this kiad can be perceived, or if there are any, no 
relief is obtained from pulling them. A falling out 
of the teeth has been frequently defcribed as a fymp- 
tom of Lues Venerea, but I have never met with 
it excepting where the patient had taken a great 
deal of mercury, and where it appeared evidently 
to proceed more from the medicine than from the 
difeafe. 

One of the moft frequent fymptoms of the advanc- 
ed ftages of fyphilis is atrophy, or a gradual waft- 
ing of the body. This is no doubt a frequent ef- 
fect of a mercurial courfe, particularly when too 
much of the medicine has been exhibited ; but it is 
alfo a fymptom of the difeafe. Even where little or 
no mercury has been given I have known a patient 
become much emaciated in the courfe of a fhort time. 
From a ftate ofobehty, and with a healthy, florid 
complexion, a perfon will in fome inftances become 
fuddenly lean, while his face will be wan or fallow, 
as if the veffels were altogether deprived of red 
blood. This I confider as one of the moft fatal 
fymptoms of the difeafe, from which, in the courfe 
of my obfervation few or none have ever recovered. 

Irritability and reftleflhefs are two fymptoms of 
this difeafe. When Lues Venerea has been of long 
duration the fyftem becomes fo irritable that the 
moft trifling occurrences prove diftreisful. No ap- 
plication can be given to bufinefs ; the patient be- 
becomes fretful and uneafy, and his nights are fpent 
in watching. 
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The conftant anxiety which takes place here is 
often connected with that fhate of atrophy which 
we have juft defcribed. It feems in fome cafes in- 
deed to be the caufe of it* Being always accompa- 
nied with an entire lofs of appetite this of itfelffoon 
reduces the body to the moft emaciated ftate. 

But the moft univerfal fymptom of the anomalous 
kind which prevails in Lues Venerea is fever. Nor 
is it confined to one ftage of the difeafe. Occafion- 
ally it takes place in all of them. It is neceifary, 
however, to remark, that fever which occurs in 
the commencement of the difeafe is very different 
from that which moft frequently prevails after- 
wards. The firft may more properly be confidered 
as fymptomatic, being always connected with fome 
local affection, fuch as bubo, fore throat, ulcer, or 
node, while the other often takes place where no 
other mark of the difeafe can be difcovered. The 
one therefore fubfides along with the particular 
caufe by which it was produced, while the other 
continues obftinate as long as the virus of the dif- 
eafe remains in the conflitution. It is this laft, 
therefore, which is of moft importance, and me- 
rits moft of our attention. 

This fever is always of the hectic kind, and ac- 
companied with fome colliquitive fymptom, particu- 
larly with nocturnal fweats. Hence the patient 
foon becomes emaciated, but a peculiarity occurs 
here not met with in other fevers ; at the fame time 
that the patient becomes languid and reduced he is 
commonly able to tranfact his ordinary bufinefs, and 
often continues to do fo for a confiderable time after 
the fever has taken place. He is liable to alternate 
fits of cold and heat ; particularly to much warmth 
over the whole body in the evening ; to reflleffnefs 
and anxiety during the night, and to a conftant 
quicknefs of pulfe ; but thefe fymptoms, while they 
do not come to any great height, do not excite much 
alarm, and the patient, while no local affection takes 
place, continues daily in hopes of getting free of 
them. 
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For a confiderable time both the patient and prac- 
titioner find it difficult to account for theie fymp- 
toms. They are often attributed to cold ; in fome 
cafes to an incipient pthifis ; and in others to fcro- 
phuJa. Remedies for one, or perhaps for all of thefe 
difeafes, are accordingly prefcribed, and no advan- 
tage being derived from them, the real caufe of the 
fever either is not difcovered, or at laft the difeafe 
breaks out in ibme fuch obvious form as leaves no 
caufe for doubt. 

Among other reafons of this uncertainty may be menti- 
oned an opinion which much pains has been taken to in- 
culcate, and which of late has unhappily begun to prevail 
among thofe who have not had fufheient opportunities of 
being enabled to judge for themfelves. It has been with 
much confidence aliened.; that the matter of Lues Venerea 
cannot exitt in the fyftem, lb as to induce any fymptom of 
difeafe, without mewing itfelf upon the fiirface of the bo- 
dy, or in fome fuch manner as to beat once clear and evi- 
dent. We {hall foon have occafion to enter more fully 
upon the coniideration of this queftion, but at prefent I 
may obferve, that the opinion to which I allude, although 
fupported with fome ingenuity, appears to be altogether 
void of foundation, being directly contrary to the observa- 
tion of all practitioners of experience ; for I hold it as a 
certainty that this matter of Lues Venerea often exifts in 
the conilitution for a great length of time, and is productive 
of fever, as well as a variety of other fymptoms, where no 
local affection ever enfues. It may happen where no mer- 
cury has been employed ; but we meet with it mod fre- 
quently where this medicine has been ufed, but not in 
fufficient quantities for effecting a total removal of the vi- 
rus ; where it therefore remains in the fyftem, and after 
lurking there for a longer or fhorter period, according to 
dfcumftances, either breaks out early in an obvious man- 
ner, or before doing fo excites fever or fome other anoma- 
lous fymptom of a frill lefs fufpicious nature. 

In ail fuch cafes of doubt and uncertainty we muff be 
directed entirely by the hiftory of the rife and progress of 
the complaint, and by our own obfervation in affections of 
a limilar nature. 

Vol. II. K 



74 Of the Venereal Virus. Ch. IV. 



SECT. III. 

Of the Venereal Virus. 

HAVING in the different parts of the preceding fedi- 
on given a defcription of the various fymptoms of this dif- 
eafe, I ihall now offer a few remarks upon the virus by 
which they are produced. 

Of the real nature of the venereal virus no correct know- 
ledge is obtained ; and as it can never be procured in a 
Ample ffate we can fcarcely expect that much fatisfa&ion 
would remit from any enquiries that could be made con- 
cerning it. We meet with it moft frequently mixed with 
pus or mucus, and fometimes with blood and ferum ; but 
fo intimately is it blended with, thefe fluids, and fo little are 
we acquainted with the peculiar appearances of this matter, 
that we are not able to diftinguiih it. By fome the matter 
of Lues Venerea has been fuppofed to be of an acid na- 
ture ; others coniider it as alkali. One fet of practitioners 
have faid that it is of putrefcent quality, while others ailert 
the reverfe. It is evident, however, that all fuch opinions 
muff be merely hypothetical, fo long as the matter to be 
inveftisrated cannot be made obvious to the fenfes in an 
uncombinedflate. 

But although there may be fome circumftances re- 
lative to the matter of fyphilis which we may ne- 
ver be able to explain, there are others which we 
can trace with fome precilion, and upon which I 
now mean to make a few obfervations. The circum- 
ftances to which I lhall advert refolve themfelves 
into the following queftions : Upon what parts does 
the matter of fyphilis chiefly aft in producing Lues 
Venerea ? When received into the fyftem can the 
poifon remain there without producing the difeafe? 
And is it poflible for a perfon with the virus in a la- 
tent flate, and without any mark of difeafe, to com- 
municate the infection to others? 
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Various opinions have prevailed upon the manner 
in which the matter of difeaies enters the conftitu- 
tion. Some contend that it is taken up folely upon 
the furface of the body ; others that it enters perhaps 
entirely by the lungs ; while ibme are of opinion 
that a great proportion of difeafes take their origin 
in the itomach and alimentary canal. But the point 
upon which pathological writers have chiefly differ- 
ed is, Whether the matter of difeafe, when it has 
once entered the fyftera, actG moft particularly upon 
the folids or fluids ? 

The humoural pathology, as it is called, prevail- 
ed univerfally for a great length of time. Difeaies 
were fuppofed to be feated chiefly, if not entirely, 
in the fluids ; and fo generally was this opinion re- 
ceived, that although others were occafionally pro- 
pofed, they were coniidered only as innovations, and 
for the moft part foon fell to the ground. 

Of late, however, the oppofite doctrine has begun 
to be more generally received, and it has become fa- 
iliionable to explain the phenomena of every difeafe, 
and the operation of almoft every medicine employed 
for curing them, by their influence upon the folids. 
To me it appears that both opinions have been car- 
ried too far ; and while one party have fupported 
one opinion, and the other the very reverfe, that it is 
probable no difeafe of the conftitLition can take place 
without every part of the fyftem being affected. I 
think it evident, however, that every difeafe pro- 
duced by contagion acts firft upon the fluids, and that 
the folids are ultimately affected in a fecondary way 
only. 

In Lues Venerea this appears to be ftill more clear- 
ly the cafe than can be demonflrated in almoft any 
other difeafe ; a circumftance, however, that tends 
to fupport the general principle of the doctrine, even 
where this kind of proof canaot be obtained ; for if 
it obvioufly happens in one difeafe where the matter 
of infection can be clearly mown to affect the fluids 
in the firft inftance, we have rcafon from analogy to 
conclude that it may likewife be fo in others, al- 
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though it may not from a concurrence of circum- 
flances be in our power to mow it. 

To enter fully upon the confideration of this doc- 
trine, a greater length of difcufiion would be requir- 
ed than the nature of this work will admit. I {hall 
therefore only mention fhortly fuch circumflances as 
tend moft clearly to eftablifh the opinion which I 
adopt ; and even this might have been unnecefTary if 
there was not reafon to fuppofe that much inconfif- 
tent practice would be the confequence of that opi- 
nion being admitted, which of ljite a great deal of 
pains has been taken to eflablifh. 

Whatever may be the cafe in other difeafes, that 
the fluids are chiefly affected in Lues Venerea is ren- 
dered evident by the following circumflances. 

l. The contagious matter of this difeafe is always 
communicated in a fluid form. But it is alleged, al- 
though this is the cafe, that even upon its nrffc appli- 
cation it fhows a tendency to aft chiefly upon the fo- 
lids, by exciting inflammation wherever it is ap- 
plied. This appears, however, to be only an acci- 
dental, not an eifential property of the matter ; for 
inftances are frequent, as we iiave» already had occa- 
lion to remark, in which it enters the fyflem with- 
out inducing either inflammation or erofion. By 
the acrimony which the matter feems to po fiefs in- 
flammation moft frequently takes place on the fpot to 
which it is applied, by which the corresponding ab- 
forbents are with more certainty made to receive it 
than might other wife be the cafe ; but no other con- 
clufion can be drawn from this. It happens here, as 
we have already had occafion to remark on the prac- 
tice of inoculating for the fmall pox, that the matter 
of infe-flion does not readily enter the fyftem where 
Inflammation is not excited ; but furcly few will 
fuppoie that we would fail in producing either of 
theie difeafes, were we pofTeffed of any method of 
introducing the matter to the common courfe of cir- 
cul iori without exciting inflammation. Even this, 
ever, has been alleged byfome ; but befides other 
imftances which might be mentioned as proofs 
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of the contrary, the cleared evidence of it is obtain- 
ed, and of inflammation not being eilentially necef- 
fary fur the production offmalipox, from the man- 
ner in which the natural form of the difeafe ufnally 
appears, where no inflammation, or any other local 
affection is perceived, till the difeale h 3 taken place, 
when the firft effects that occur from it are, fever, 
and quantities of matter thrown out upon the furface. 
This takes place in a more obvious manner in fma'll 
pox, but it alfo happens in Lues Venerea, in which 
a great proportion of the fymptcms are evidently 
produced by contagious matter of a fimilar nature 
to that which firft entered the lymphatics at the 
time of infection, for the matter produced by vene- 
real ulcers and eruptions will very certainly produce 
every fymptom of the difeafe, if by any means it is 
thrown into the fyftem of a found perlon. Of this 
every practitioner, I prefume, is fo much convinced, 
that even thofe who have thought proper in theory 
to fupport a contrary opinion would not willingly 
expofe themfelves to the hazard of being infected 
with matter of this kind. 

2. It has been a queftion agitated with fome 
warmth, in what manner dees the virus act on be- 
ing conveyed to the mafs of blood? At one period 
fermentation was conlidered as a principal agent in 
producing difeafe. The matter of infection being 
received into the circulation, it was fuppofed by 
means of fermentation to poffefs a power of convert- 
ing the whole fluids of the body info its own rz[-yc. 
This opinion, however, was liable to various ob- 
jections, and particularly to this, that it is difficult 
to conceive how fermentation can go on in fluids in 
circulation. In a flate of extravaiation we can eafi- 
ly fuppofe that it may happen ; but while, life fub- 
iifts the fluids are kept in fuch f erpetnai motion that 
we cannot eafily conceive how fuch a procefs can 
take place. But although fermentation, in the full 
acceptation of the word, may not occur from this 
caufe, I think it highly probable that the matter of 
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ail contagious difeafes, and more efpecially the mat- 
ter of Lues Venerea, has a power of aMimilating to 
its own nature a certain portion, aud ultimately, 
perhaps, the whole fluids of the body. 

3. This power may be quick or flow in its progrefs ac- 
cording to a variety of circumftances, but which, from our 
limited knowledge of the laws of the animal ceconotny, it 
may never be in our power to afcertain. 

4. While the quantity of matter thus affimilated is in- 
confiderable no marks of difeafe will be produced, nor 
will any effects refult from it till it prevails in fuch quan- 
tity as to be capable of exciting fome degree of morbid ir- 
ritability in the living principle. 

5. From all this I conceive that in Lues Venerea the 
matter of contagion ads in the firll inflance upon the fluids, 
and that the folids are not otherwife affected, than in be- 
ing excited by this morbid Hate of the fluids to iome de- 
gree of unufual exertion for the purpofe of throwing them 
off, by which eruptions on the (km are produced, with ul- 
cers of different parts, as well as all the other fymptoms of 
the difeafe. 

6. From this view of the origin of Lues Venerea we ac- 
count for the matter of contagion remaining longer inac- 
tive in fome inltances than in others. Beiides any differ- 
ence which may take place in the itate of the fluids upon 
which the matter has to act, and by which the aifimilation 
to which we allude may be accelerated or retarded, the dif- 
ferent degrees of irritability which prevails in different 
perfons, and even in the fame perfon at different times, 
will alfo co-operate in producing an early or latter forma- 
tion of the fymptoms ; for while fome are ealily itimulat- 
ed, and may therefore be aded upon aim oft as foon as the 
matter of contagion enters the fyitem, others of more flug- 
gifh temperaments may, for the production of the fame ef- 
fect, require the matter to be accumulated in fuch quanti- 
ties as nothing but a great length of time can accomplim. 

7. It may be faid in oppofition to this opinion, that as 
focn as this accumulated itate of morbid matter is accom- 
plifhed the effects of it mould appear equally upon every 
part of the body ; for the fluids circulating over the whole, 
the effects of any difeafe to which thev are liable mould not 
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be confined to particular parts, as we find to be the cafe in 
Lues Venerea. To this it may be anfwered, that many 
inexplicable circumuances occur in every difeafe, and that 
in this refpect the venereal difeafe is not different from a 
variety of others in which particular parts are more apt to 
be affected than others, and where it is equally difficult to 
exp:am why they mould be fo. Thus it is as impoflible 
to fay, why the matter of gout mould fix moft frequently 
upon the great toe as it is to explain thecaufe of the throat 
and nofe being particularly apt to fuffer in Lues Venerea. 
There may be fome kind of attraction between particular 
parts and the matter of certain difeafes ; or thefe parts may 
be more eafiiy irritated than others, and which ever of 
thefe may be the cafe the fame confequences will enfue. 

8. It is afferted by thofe who fupport the contrary opi- 
nion, that we cannot in any inftance difcover the caufe of 
difeafe to be in the.fluids. This indeed they are under 
the neceffky of doing in order to give the appearance of 
probability to their theory in any cafe. By difcovering 
therefore, that this affertion is ill-founded, and that in other 
in fiances the fluids are obvioufly affected, we might from 
analogy fay, that they are fo in Lues Venerea, were the 
proofs which we have adduced of it lefs evident than we 
have fhown them to be. Now the action of feveral other 
poifons is rendered evident to the fenfes. This is parti- 
cularly the cafe with the poifon of different kinds of vipers, 
in which ferious effufions take place in different parts of the 
bodv, often in the courfe of a few hours from the time of 
the bite being inflicted, and in which the colour of the 
whole ferum of the blood is even in that fhort fpace of 
time tinged of a morbid yellow colour. 

q. They who are of opinion that the caufe of difeafe is 
not feaeed in the fluids are under the necefiity of denying 
in more inftances than one, what in Lues Venerea is well 
known to be matter of fact. They are obliged to fay that 
the blood is perfectly found, and that neither this fluid, 
nor any of the fecretions produced from it are capable of 
communicating infection. A theory being once formed, 
every argument that militates againfl it is apt to be over- 
looked, while, in order to fupport it, facts are explained a- 
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way in a manner which they will not bear. This, in fome 
inftances, may be followed by very pernicious confequen- 
ces, particularly where fuch modes of reafoning are adopt- 
ed and promulgated by authors of ingenuity and reputati- 
on ; and as Mr. Hunter ©f London has gone farther than 
any other author in fupport of the opinion that the fvphi- 
iitic virus cannot be conveyed by or affect the fluids, the 
iollowing obfervations will relate particularly to his work*. 

" We may obferve (fays Mr. Hunter) that even the 
blood of a pocky perfon has no power of contaminating, 
and is not capable of giving the difeafe to another even by 
inoculation ; for if it were capable of irritating a found 
fore to a venereal inflammation, no perfon that had this 
matter circulating, or had the Lues Venerea, could efcape 
having a venereal lore, whenever he is bled, or receives a 
fcratch with a pin, the part fo wounded turning into a 
chancre, Sec." Vide p. 20,2. Now .Mr. Hunter here af- 
fumes as matter of facl what is not the cafe ; for although 
all wounds inflicted upon patients labouring under Lues 
Venerea do not become venereal ulcers, yet frequently, 
and in almoft every inilance of the more advanced ftate 
of the difeafe they do fo. I have at this time a gentleman 
under my care whofe cafe affords an inilance of this, where 
(he bites of leeciies applied to the fcrotum on account of 
inflammation of one of the teftes, the confequence of Go-- 
norrjicea, degenerated into venereal fores. 1. his I inform- 
ed him would not have happened from Gonorrhoea alone. 
And upon enquiry lie acknowledged that fix months ago 
he laboured under chancres and bubo, for which he fuf- 
ed that he had not ufed enough of mercury, and that 
for a week pall lie had felt uneafinefs in his throat, where 
I found, on infpedion, that an ulcer had already formed 
on one of the tonlils. 

In the courle of bufinefs I have met with a variety of 
fimiiar cafes, and every practitioner mull have done fo. 
It mull; be remarked, however, that we have feldom occa- 
fion to take blood, either with the lancet or leeches, in 
fymptoms truly venereal. It is in Gonorrhoea chiefly that 
this remedy becomes neceffary ; a circumfrance, I may ob- 
ferve, that affords a farther proof of the difference* of thfl 

! Vide a quarto edition, publifucd in 1766. 
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two difeafes ; for while the fymptoms in Gonorrhoea are 
often fo acute, and the inflammation fo violent, as to ren- 
der it neceifary to difcharge a good deal of blood, this al- 
moil never happens in Lues Venerea, a difeale m which 
the parts affected become red and of a cc pper-colour, ac- 
companied with fome ^gree of uneaiinefs, but in which 
that kind or inflammation requiring blood-letting fcarcely 
ever take- p. ace. 

Mr. H inter was refolded, however, not to reft iatisfied 
with averting that the blood of a venereal patient could not 
communicate infection- In the fame page, viz. 2g2, he 
even fay-, that the matter produced by fuch ulcers as oc- 
cur in Lues Venerea is not venereal, and that it will not 
produce the dtfeafe That there may be no fufpicion of 
millake on my part, I (hall transcribe his words. " When 
the matter has got into the conftitution it from thence pro- 
duces many local effeTts on different parts of the body, 
which are in general a kind of inflammation, or at ieait an 
increafed action, occasioning a fuppuration of its own kind ; 
it is fuppofed that the matter produced in confequence of 
thefe inflammations, iimilar to the matter from a Gonor- 
rhoea or chancre, is alfo venereal and poifonous. This I 
believe till now has never been denied, and upon the firft 
view of the fubject, one would be inclined to fuppofe that 
it really mould be venereal ; for firfl the venereal matter 
is me caufe; and again the fame treatment cures both dif- 
eafes ; thus mercury cures both a chancre and Lues Vene- 
rea ; however, this is no decifive proof, as mercury i 
many difeafes belides the venereal. On the other hand, 
there are many ftrong reafons for believing that the matter 
is not venereal. There is one curious fact, which ihows 
it is either not venereal, or if it be, that it is not capable of 
acting in fume refpects on the body or fame Hate of con- 
ftitution, as that matter does which is produced from a 
re or Gonorrhoea. The pus from thefe latter, when 
abibrbed, generally produces a bubo, as has been defcribed, 
but we never find a bubo from the abforption of matter 
from a pocky fore; for inftarice, when there is a venereal 
ulcer in the throat we have no buboes in the glands of the 
neck ; when there are venereal lores on the arms, or even 
fupptirating nodes on the ulna, there are no fwellings of 
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the glands of the arm pit, although fuch will take place if 
frefh venereal matter is applied to a common fore on tne 
arm, hand, or fingers, &c." 

Now all this is fuch loofe reafoning as could not have 
been locked for in a man of Mr. Hunter's experience and 
obfervation. His overlooking every argument militating 
againit his favourite theorv can alone account for it. If 
the fact be not general no dependence can be placed upon 
it. 11' it be general it is not curious : neither is it the cafe 
that the matter of chancres and Gonorrhoea generally pro- 
duces buboes. The matter of chancres often does, but it 
much mere frequently does not ; and few practitioners, I 
believe, will fay that buboes are frequent confequences of 
Gonorrhoea. 

I cannot fay what may have been the refult of Mr. Hun- 
ter's experience, but I have met with many inflances of 
buboes, or fwelied glands, in the tltigh, axilla, and neck, 
as obvionfly produced by fores in the feet, legs, hands, and 
throat, as buooes commonly are in the groin from chan- 
cres on the penis. But admitting that the occurrence is 
not frequent, Hill this is no reafon for fuppofing that the 
matter of thefe fores is not venereal. If the matter be not 
abforbed no more harm will enfue from it than if it had 
never been formed ; and in feclion II. of this chapter I 
have fliown that it is not fo frequently abforbed as the 
matter of chancres. The reafon of this I have alfo endea- 
voured to explain, by fhewing, that fome degree of irrita- 
tion is required for the purpofe of exciting the abforbents 
to action ; and as the matter of Lues Venerea feems to pof- 
fefs very little power of exciting irritation, excepting fuch 
as is produced by the primary lores of the difeafe, it is ac- 
cordingly feldom abforbed, and ilill lefs frequently does it 
produce buboes ; for being of a mild nature it does not fo 
readily Simulate the lymphatics, fo as to produce obfrruc- 
tions in the glands as it goes along. 

Mr. Hunter would have found it difficult, or even im- 
pombie, to explain confidently with his theory of the dif- 
eafe, a number ot circumftances which we daily obferve. 
He therefore denies that they exift ; and he feems to have 
no difficulty in doing fo, even where they are admitted by 
ail unbialed practitioners. In page 291, he fays, " It is alio 
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fuppofed that a foetus in the womb of a pocky mother may 
be nfeded, and have the difeafe from her, as it were na- 
turally interwoven with it. This I mould doubt very 
much, &c." And in page 295, he fays, '• It has been fup- 
pofed, and afferted from obfervation, that ulcers in the 
mouths of children from a constitutional difeafe, which 
conitkutionai difeafe was fuppofed to be derived from the 
parent, produced the fame difeafe upon the nipples of 
women who had been fucked by them, giving it as it were 
at the third hand ; that is, the children were contaminat- 
ed either by their mother's or father's having the difeafe 
in form of a Lues Venerea, of which I have endeavoured 
to mow the impoffibility." 

Mr. Hunter has certainly endeavoured to {hew the im- 
poflibility of this, for his fyitem could not . otherwife have 
had the leait plaufible appearance ; but none, excepting 
fuch as have not had opportunities of being able to form 
judgments for themfelves, wi\l fay that he has proved fuc-. 
cefsful. If I can give credit to any fact with which I am 
acquainted I muft believe in this, that children may re- 
ceive, and frequently do receive the venereal difeafe from 
their parents labouring under it in a conftitutional form ; 
and chat uicers in the mouths of thefe children will, and 
frequently do produce the fame difeafe upon the nipples 
of women whom they fuck. Nay, that thefe will give it 
again to other children, and thefe children to other nurfes; 
circumftances which I have fo frequently witneffed, fo 
ftrongly marked, and followed by confequences fo diitrefs- 
ful to innocent fufferers, that I cannot help exprefhng a- 
fionifhment that a practitioner of any experience mould 
entertain a doubt of their exiftence. 

Mr. Hunter, in page 296, proceeds to fay, with fome 
appearance of exultation, as judging it to be an unanfwer- 
able argument, that " were it pofiible to contaminate once 
in this way it would be pofTible to contaminate for ever ;" 
a circumitance which he feems to confider as ridiculous : 
But furely all this would happen. Nurfes and children 
infecled in this manner would undoubtedly continue to 
communicate the contagion to others as long as they were 
not cured of the difeafe. Nor would there be any thing in 
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all this that does not daily happen ; and in whatever way 
the difeafe is communicated we have reafon to think that 
it would be the cafe. 

In order I fuppofe to convince others that lie himfelf at 
leaf! is convinced of the opinion which he (upporls being 
weil founded, Mr. Hunter, in p. 12, goes even farther 
than any thing I have vet mentioned : That the venerea] 
difeafe is to be propagated only by matter is proved every 
day, he fays, bv a thcufand mi.ances. And in the belief 
of tins being the cafe he afterwards obferve. , that he has 
gone fo far as to allow married men who had contracted the 
difeafe to cohabit with their wives,, ip order to fave appear- 
ances, and always with fafety : Nay, that he could carry 
this fhli farther, and allow a married man who has a Go- 
norrhoea to have conneclion with a found woman, if he 
took care to ha^e ali the parts cleared of matter, by fyring- 
ing the urethra, making water, and uafhmg the gtans. 

I belie e with Mr. Hunter, and every practitioner per- 
haps will do fo, that the rifle of communicating infection 
will not be fo confiderable where no matter is formed as 
where ulceration actually takes place : but I alfo know, 
tk:t a woman would run much rifle of being injured by co- 
habiting with a man whofe blood was infected with matter 
of ivphilis, although no local marks of it ihould appear, for 
I have met with various in fiances of it; and ] alio know 
from a variety of tacts, that both father and mother, in fi- 
liations fuch as this, and where no bad fymptoms were -ever 
perceived, have communicated the difeafe to the foetus. 
Where this has happened from the mother being infecled, 
the matter of contagion mult pais from the mother to the 
child aJong with the blood ; but where it takes place from 
the father, as is molt frequently the cafe, there is no other 
mode by which it can be conveyed but by the femen. 
We lhali have occafion, however, to make fome farther ob- 
fervaticns upon this fubjed when treating of Lues Venerea 
in new-born infants. 

From ail that I have faid, I think it will appear 
that the matter of contagion in Lues Venerea, in 
the firft place, ads upon the blood alone ; that by- 
accumulation it comes to irritate the folids or con- 
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taining parts, and in this manner that effufions and 
coniequent ulcerations are produced ; that the vene- 
real poifon may remain long latent in the iyitem ; 
that this will depend upon the irritability of the per- 
fon, as well as upon the particular Hate of the fluids 
at the time, by which they may be more or lefs lia- 
ble to the affimilating effects of the matter of conta- 
gion ; and laftly, that there is no caufe of doubt that 
a perfon with the virus in this latent fiate, and 
without any external mark of difeafe, will communi- 
cate the infection to others. 



SECT. IV. 

Of the Remedies ufed in Lues Venerea. 
\ i. General Qbfervations. 

AS no difeafe has engaged more of the attention of 
practitioners than Lues Venerea, lo there are per- 
haps none in which more remedies have been em- 
ployed. Towards the end of the fifteenth century, 
when the firft accurate deicription was given of 
this difeafe, a great variety of remedies was propof- 
ed for it ; and as it daily increafed in violence till 
the ufe of mercury was introduced, fcarcely an arti- 
cle in the materia medica was left untried in the 
fhort fpace which elapfed between this period and 
the fortunate difcovery of this powerful antidote. 

Even long fubfequent to this many new remedies 
were brought forth ; for while mercury feldom fails 
of curing the difeafe, it was foon found to be produc- 
tive of many inconveniences. Every country has 
accordingly been ranfacked, but after all the re- 
fearches that have been made, the number of articles 
employed in modern practice for the cure of this 
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difeafe is very few ; and it is thefe only which I now 
mean to mention. The others, having been found 
either altogether inefficacious, or comparatively of 
weak powers to thofe which are retained, have necef- 
farily fallen into difufe, lb that now it would be con- 
sidered as fuperfluous to fpeak of them. 

The only antifiphilitic medicines now in general 
ufe are mercury, guaicum, farfaparilla, mclereon, 
and opium : Of each of which I fhall fpeak fepa- 
rately. 

$ 2. Of Mercury. 

I. General Obfervatiotts upon Mercury. 

Mercury having been long employed for the cure 
of a great variety of herpetic affections, we are not 
furprifed at finding it early introduced in the treat- 
ment of Lues Venerea, in which the moft obvious of 
the fymptoms chiefly affects the integuments of the 
body. Belides, as it was univerfally knpw r n to be 
one of the moft active medicines that had ever been 
made ufe of, we can eafily fuppofe that practitioners 
would foon be induced to employ it for the removal 
of a difeafe which refilled the effects of every other 
Remedy. 

Mercury in its crude ftate is found to be nearly 
inert, or not capable of producing any active effect, 
infomuch that it may be taken into the ftomach in 
very conflderable quantities. It has been fwallowed 
to the extent of feveral pounds weight, and repeated 
daily for two or three weeks together, with fcarcely 
any effecl being perceived from it ; fo that wherever 
it has proved a£live when ufed in this ftate as in a 
few inflanccs has happened, it mufl probably have 
been in confequence of its meeting with fome unu- 
fual degree of acidity in the ftomach or inteflines. 

This inactivity of mercury in a crude ftate feems 
to depend entirely upon its infolubility in the fluids 
which it ufually meets with in the human body. In 
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this ftateit either is not abforbed, or if abforbed, by 
not being foluble it remains inert. 

I mall afterwards point out the different means 
employed for rendering mercury active, and for in- 
troducing it into the fyflem, but previous to this it 
will be proper to offer a few obfervations upon the 
ordinary effects of mercury, and upon the different 
opinions which have prevailed refpecting its mode of 
action in curing the venereal difeafe. 

II. Of the Effects of Mercury upon the Human Body* 

One of the mote certain effects of mercury is, that 
it acts as a cure for the venereal difeafe. It fo fel- 
dorn fails indeed, that when it happens not to luc- 
ceed, as occafionally is the cafe, we are apt to fup- 
pofe that this proceeds either from the medicine not 
having been properly adminiflered ; from its not 
having been given in fufficient quantity ; or from 
the complaints for which it is ufed not being altoge- 
ther venereal. 

Befides this, mercury is perhaps one of the moff. 
tiniverfal ftimulants with which we are acquainted. 
Even in fmall quantities it often excites heat over 
the whole body, quicknefs of pulfe, and other fymp- 
toms of fever. 

It is alio a very powerful evacuant. Other medi- 
cines act with equal certainty upon particular organs, 
of which we have examples in the effect of ipecacuan 
upon the ftomach, and of jalap, aloes, and other pur- 
gatives upon the inteftines ; but we know of none 
which fo generally affects all the fecretions. Almoft 
all preparations of mercury will act as purgatives. 
They alfo produce licknefs, naufea, and vomiting. 
They often excite an increafed difcharge of urine ; 
and few medicines operate with more certainty upon 
the (kin, for they can fcarcely be employed without 
being productive of fome degree of diaphorefis. 

The molt remarkable effect, however, which we 
perceive from mercury is an increafed difcharge of 
faliva ; and it is perhaps the only medicine which 
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from internal exhibition is known to act with any 
certainty upon this fecretion. It fir ft excites fome 
degree of fcetor in the breath, which is often ac- 
companied with a gentle naufea, and very commonly 
with the tafte of copper. The gums become red, 
full, and fome what tender. The falivary giands 
become hard and turgid, and at laft an increafed flow 
of -faliva takes place, accompanied with a good deal 
of pain in chewing, and with a loofe vacilating flate 
of the teeth. For the mo ft part this increafed quan- 
tity of faliva bears fome proportion to the quantity 
of mercury that has been exhibited ; but this does 
not always happen, for occasionally we meet with 
cafes in which a very great and long continued dif- 
charge of faliva is excited by the fmalleft dofe of 
mercury that is ufually given. 

In fuch inftances, if the farther exhibition of the medi- 
cine be not managed with much caution, befides a great 
flow of faliva, and fwelling of the falivary giands, a very 
diftrefsful tumefaction takes place over ail the contiguous 
parts, and particularly of the tongue and fauces. This al- 
io happens wherever mercury is 'given in too great quan- 
tities, and efpecially if the patient is fuddenly and unex- 
pectedly expofed to cold or dampneis. Where this takes 
place to any coniiderable degree the whole furface of the 
mouth over all the iniide of the cheeks, the tongue, uvula, 
and gums, are apt to ulcerate, and the matter which enfues 
from mixing with the faliva gives it both an additional foe- 
tor and an ugly, ianious appearance. 

Belides the iifual fymptoms of fever mercury is apt to 
excite refl'efihefs, anxiety, general debility, and a very dif- 
trefsf.il irritable Hate of the whole fyftem. 

Thefe are the ordinary effects of mercury, and we (hall 
prefendy have occalion to fee that in the treatment of Lues 
Venerea one of the greatefl: difficulties we meet with is 
the management of this medicine ; for while the cure of 
the difeafe often requires it to be given in confide 
quantities, the constitution is apt to be materially injured 
if it be not exhibited with the greatefl: care and attention. 
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III. Of the Operation of Mercury in the Cure of hues 

Venerea. 

Various opinions have been offered of the action of mer- 
cury in the cure of this difeafe. It would be foreign to 
our purpofe, however, to enter minutely into the coniide- 
ration of any of them. I mean therefore to make only a 
few obfervations upon fuch as have been raoft generally 
received, and chiefly upon that which in my opinion ought 
to be adopted. 

1 . Some have imagined that mercury acts chiefly in the 
cure of Lues Venerea by exciting a dilfolved or putrid 
itate of the fluids, which they conceive to be a itate fa- 
vourable for the peecant or morbid matter of the difeafe 
being thrown off from the fyftem. 

The chief foundation of this opinion is the foetor which 
we commonly perceive in the breath of patients under a 
courfe of mercury, and the increafe with which it is ufu- 
ally attended of almofl all the fecretions. 

When we find, however, that whatever excites a quick- 
ened itate of the circulation is commonly productive of an 
increafe to all the fecretions, and knowing that a quicknefs 
of pulfe is a very common effect of mercury, we conclude, 
that upon this principle this effect of the medicine is more 
clearly explained than by any other opinion that has yet 
been iuggefted. Befides, we know from actual obfervati- 
on that the blood, during a coniiderable part of a courfe of 
mercury, inifeadof being thin and diflbived, is of a more 
firm texture than it uiually is in health. Mercury, when 
long continued indeed, never fails to excite much languor 
and debility, with many of the correfponding fymptoms of 
a putrefcent or fcorbutic diatheiis; but as many of the 
iymptoms of i'yphilis are daily cured without this taking; 
piace, there is reafon to fuppofe that this effect of mercu- 
ry upon the fyftern is in no way neceflary for the cure of 
the difeafe. 

In confirmation of this we may remark, that all the 

(lighter degrees of Lues Venerea are often removed, and 

in fd'me inftances cured, without even the faliva being in- 

creafed in quantity or affected with fetor : nay, a peculi- 

Vol. II. M 
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arity of confHtution fometimes occurs in which we cannot 
induce either falivation or foetor of breath by all the mer- 
cury that we dare venture to give, and ft ill the cure of the 
difeafe goes on, although not fo fpeedilv, yet with equal 
certainty as if thefe ordinary effects of the remedy had been 
regularly induced. 

2. The fymptoms of Lues Venerea being confidered by 
fome as the effect of a peculiar irritation excited by the 
pre fence of the poifon in the fyiTem, they have alfo ven- 
tured to fay that mercury cures the venereal irritation, as 
they term it, by producing an irritation of a different kind*. 

The reafoning, however, which has been employed in 
fupport of this opinion feems to be altogether hypotheti- 
cal, and directly contrary to many facts which fall daily 
within our obfervation in the treatment of this difeafe. 

Local pains may for a time be fufpended, or they rray 
even be removed altogether, by irritation of a different 
kind being excited either in the contiguous or fome more 
diftant parts of the body ; but we know of no conftitutional 
difeafe that has hitherto been cured by fuch means. This 
affords, therefore, much caufe to fuppofe that the opinion 
is ill-founded when applied to the action of mercury in 
the cure of Lues Venerea ; for when no fuch effect is 
found to take place in other difeafes, we cannot, without 
the ftrongelr proofs were given of it, be led to imagine that 
any thing fo very unufual fhould take place here. Mr. 
Hunter indeed gives as the chief reafon which he fuggefts 
in fupport of his opinion, that " the difeafe can in many 
cafes be cured by raifing a violent ftimulus of another 
kind."f I muff fay, however, that I never met with an 
inftanc'e of this, nor have I been able to hear of any who 
have done fo ; neither has Mr. Hunter, in treating of the 
method of <~ure, mentioned any article for the purpofe of 
curing the difeafe in this manner. 

The opinion feems to have arifen from mercury being 
known to act as a very powerful Itimulant ; but although 
this will be very generally admitted, yet it is alfo well 
known that this itimulating effect is not only unneceilarv 

* Vide Mr. Hunter's Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. 
t Vide p. 365. 
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for the cure of Lues Venerea, but that it is one of the moft 
diftrefsful occurrences that we meet with in the treatment 
of this difeafe, and that the more we can counterad it, 
confiftently with the quantity of the medicine to be given, 
the more certainly do we fucceed. So evidently is this 
the cafe that it may be confidered as one of the principal 
defiderata in this branch of practice, a means of throwing 
mercury in an adive ftate into the fyftem, and in fufficient 
quantity for the fpeedy cure of the difeafe without pro- 
ducing thefe ftimulating effects. Were we poffeffed of 
this the cure of Lues Venerea would be accomplished with 
eafe, and probably in one half of the time that is now 
found neceftary. With the affiftance of anodynes we in 
fome degree counteract the ftimulating property of mer- 
cury, but the molt powerful we can employ, even opium 
itfelf, is not altogether fufficient ; fo that we fucceed only 
by exhibiting the medicine in fmall quantities, and inter- 
rupting the ufe of it altogether whenever it excites much 
fever, or proves otherwife fo powerfully ftimulating as to 
be productive of much uneafmefs. 

Another obvious proof may be mentioned of this ftimu- 
lating property ©f mercury being in no degree neceftary 
for the cure of Lues Venerea. From time to time we meet 
with conftitutions in which none of the ufuai effects of 
mercury are ever produced, and yet even in thefe it does 
not fail of curing the difeafe. We have already had oc- 
cafion to remark, that in fome neither falivation nor fcetor 
of breath takes place from mercury ; but I have alfo met 
with many in whom it ads with perfed certainty in the 
cure of Lues Venerea, although it neither tends to quick- 
en the circulation nor to increafe any of the fecretions. 
In all fuch cafes too the cure is accomplished with more 
eafe than where mercury operates in the ufual way ; and 
it is worthy of remark, that although all the more acrid pre- 
parations of mercury will cure the difeafe, yet their ftimu- 
lating properties are found to be fo hurtful and unneceffa- 
ry, that almoft by the univerfal confent of praditioners they 
are now generally laid afide. 

We may farther remark, that if mercury aded in the 
cure of Lues Venerea by the irritation which it excites, 
other ftimulants ought alfo to do fo ; but we have not one 
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authenticated inftance, either of a Tingle ftimulant or of 
any combination of medicines of this clafs having everac- 
complifhed a cure, and which we cannot fuppoie would 
have been the cafe were the opinion which we are now 
confidering well founded. 

3. Mercury being fpecifically much heavier than any 
of the fluids of the human body, it was a prevailing idea 
with many that it operated chiefly in the cure of Lues Ve- 
nerea by its weight. This opinion, however, feems to be 
equally ill-founded with the one we have jult been confi- 
dering. It has not been found that other articles of equal 
or greater ponderofity cure this difeafe. It is difficult, or 
even impofiible, to conceive that any medicine can prove 
ufeful merely from its weight ; and we have no inilance 
properly authenticated of mercury having ever been dif- 
covered in any of our fluids in a metallic form. 

I may alio obferve, that the real weight of mer- 
cury that enters the fyflem in any cafe of Lues Ve- 
' nerea mull, for the moll part, be very inconfidera- 
ble. "Where the more aclive preparations of it are 
employed this is particularly the cafe ; but even 
where triturated mercury is ufed internally, the 
form now in common practice, we feldom find it ne- 
celfary to exceed three or four drachms, and this re- 
quiring the fpace of iix, eight, or ten weeks, the quan- 
tity in the conllitution at any one time muft at all 
times be trifling. 

4. The mod prevalent opinion upon this queftioD 
at prefent is, that mercury cures the difeafe by the 
evacuations which it excites. This has been fup- 
ported by much ingenious argument; and as it is 
known that mercury feldom exifls in the fyftem with- 
out producing an increafe of one or more of the fe- 
cretions, we need not wonder at the preference which 
on a curfory view was given to it. I think, howe- 
ver, that it may be eafily fhewn that it is not in this 
manner that mercury adls in the cure offyphilis. 

If this opinion were well founded mercury ought 
to prove ufeful or otherwifc in proportion to the 
evacuation which it excites. At one period this 
was generally believed to be the cafe, and accord- 
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ingly the greateft degree of falivation that a patient 
could bear was commonly advifed ; but now that the 
treatment of fyphilis is better underftood, it is uni- 
verfaJly known that this is not neceffary, nay, in 
many inftances that it tends evidently to retard the 
cure. It happens indeed, as we fhall hereafter en- 
deavour to mew, that fome of the more inveterate 
fymptoms of Lues Venerea cannot always be cured 
but with fuch quantities of mercury as necefTarily, 
in a great proportion of cafes, produce falivation to 
a confiderable height. But we judge that this is 
merely an accidental property of the medicine, and 
not necefTarily connected with the cure of the dileaie, 
from our being able to remove all the {lighter de- 
grees of it without exciting falivation, and from 
cures being in fome conftitutions obtained even of 
the moll inveterate fymptoms, without either the 
teeth, gums, or breath being affefted. 

Neither does it appear that the power of mercury 
in promoting any of the other fecretions is in any 
degree uieful in the cure of Lues Venerea ; at leait 
inftances frequently occur in which cures are ac- 
complifhed without any fenfible evacuation taking 
place. Nay, I have had evident proofs of a cure being 
retarded by mercury going too freely off by perfpi- 
ration ; and we daily meet with inftances of this 
where it affects the bowels fo as to excite diarrhoea. 

If mercury acted in the cure of fyphilis by in- 
creafing the fecretions other evacuants ought occa- 
fionally to cure it. But no inftance of this has hap- 
pened, while we cannot doubt but that it muft have 
been frequently perceived if any advantage had ever 
been derived from them. The neceility of promot- 
ing one or other of the fecretions for the cure of 
other difeafjs is fo frequent, and Lues Venerea lb of- 
ten takes place along with other complaints, that eve- 
ry doubt would long ago have been removed. If 
the opinion which we are now confidering had been 
well founded every practitioner muft have obferved 
inftances of the difeafe being cured by diaphoretics, 
diuretics, &c. but none will probably aiiert that 
they have done fo. 
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We might, a priori, fuppofe, that fyphilis cannot 
be cured by evacuants, but we know from expei i- 
ence that it is fo, and that they do not even afford re- 
lief in any of the fymptoms. We can eafily con- 
ceive how thofe difeafes that originate from affec- 
tions of the folids, particularly fuch as are produced 
by fpafm, or fhricture upon the fuface, may be much 
alleviated, or even altogether removed, by the ope- 
ration of diaphoretics. By removing the caufe the 
effect will commonly foon ceafe. But where the 
fymptoms are induced by contagion in the general 
mafs of blood, and where this contagion has a power 
of propagating itfelf, as we have fhewn to be the 
cafe in Lues Venerea, it does not appear how they 
are to be removed by any evacuations. By the ufe 
of diaphoretics and other evacuants the quantity of 
fluids in the fyftem will no doubt be leflened, but 
this will not alter the nature of thofe that remain : 
If they were difeafed before they will ftill continue 
fo ; for it is not alleged that medicines of this nature 
have the power of difcharging thofe parts of the 
blood that are difeafed and leaving fuch only as are 
found, and yet this would neceffarily be the cafe if 
the venereal difeafe could be cured by evacuants. 

5. Of all the opinions that have yet been advanc- 
ed concerning the operation of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea, that which fuppofe s it to act as an 
antidote is liable to the leaft difficulty. This was 
long ago very univerfally admitted, nor was much 
doubt ever entertained of it, till attempts were made 
by theoretical writers to account for every difeafe, 
and for the operation of every medicine, upon fuch 
general principles as are not often applicable in prac- 
tice. Where principles of this kind are clear and 
evident they ought certainly to be adopted, but the 
fureft method of having them overlooked in every 
cafe is to attempt to introduce them in all. By do- 
ing fo abfurdities muft often be admitted which tend 
to invalidate the whole, and by which many are led 
to throw afide reafoning in all cafes, who willingly 
would go into it if our fyflems of theory were con- 
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fined to fuch queflions as it is in our power to ex- 
plain. 

Writers of this clafs deny the antidotal power of 
every medicine merely from their not being able to 
account for the manner in which they act. They 
do not confider that many of the moft common ope- 
rations in chemiftry are equally inexplicable. Thus 
no perfon can fay why or in what manner the pro- 
perties of an alkali mould inftantly be deftroyed 
by an acid brought into contadt with it. I do not 
fay that the operation of mercury in the cure of fy- 
philis is analogous to this ; but the one I think is 
equally incomprehenhble with the other, and that 
mercury acts in this difeafe confiftently with the 
idea which we affix to an antidote is at leaft highly 
probable. "What I conceive to be the property of 
an antidote, is, that when it comes in contact with 
the poifon for which it is appropriated, it either 
renders it altogether inert or fo far changes its na- 
ture that no dileterious effects are produced by it. 
Now it fo happens that we can bring more deciflve 
proofs of this being the effect of mercury in the cure 
of Lues Venerea, than we might at firft imagine 
would be in our power in accounting for the action 
of any medicine in the cure of any difeafe. Among 
other circumftances which tend to eflablifh this the 
following may be enumerated. 

1ft, We know by experiment that the matter of Lues 
Venerea on being mixed with the triturated mercury is 
rendered inert, and will not produce the difeafe. The 
fact is recorded by the belt authority, the late Doctor Cul- 
len, who having fupported more ably perhaps than any 
other perfon an oppoiite opinion, we are not to fuppofe 
that he would have given room to what militated fo ftrong- 
ly again ft it if he had not been convinced of the fact being 
well founded. His words are, " A phyiician took a quan- 
tity of matter from a venereal chancre, and mixing it with 
a quantity of Plenk's gummy folution of mercury, he ap- 
plied this mixture to a found perfon, but could not find 
that it produced either chancre or any other fyphilitic 
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fvnptom."* This fact of itfelf might be judged to be de- 
cifive, but more complete conviction is obtained of its be- 
ing fo from every view that we can take of the chief phe- 
nomena obferved to occur from the operation of mercury 
in the cure of this difeafe. 

2diy, We have daily evidence of mercury curing vene- 
real lores not mere.lv by acting upon the difeafe in the 
conltitution, but on being locally applied to chancres and 
other ulcers. 

In anfwerto this it is faid that thefe fores may be cured 
by other articles befides mercury. Allowing this to be 
the cafe, it is fufficient for our purpofe that they are more 
certainly and more fpeedilv cured by mercurial applicati- 
ons than by any others ; a fact fo notorious, that mercury 
in one form or other is now the chief dreiTmg for chancres 
all over Europe. Copper has been much extolled for this 
purpofe, but although I have ufed it in every variety of 
form it has never proved equal to the different preparati- 
ons of mercury. 

It is alfo faid that mercury does not always cure vene- 
real ulcers, which it ought we are told, to do, if it acted as- 
an antidote. This kind of cavil, however, requires no fe- 
rious anfwer. We may regret that our medicines will not 
cure every difeafe, but all will allow that w© are more cer- 
tain of curing Lues Venerea with mercury than of remov- 
ing any other difeafe by any remedy whatever. 

3diy, Belides thefe local effects of mercury upon the 
matter of Lues Venerea we have the cleareft proofs that 
can be wilhed for of its acting as an antidote to the virus 
through the whole progrefs of the difeafe. Nay, the very 
practice or thole who combat this opinion tends to evince 
it, although they do notfeem to be fenfible of its doing fo. 
The liiit iymptom of the difeafe that commonly fucceeds 
to chancre is bubo, produced, as is now univerfally known, 
by the venereal virus being ablb'rbed and lodged in a lym- 
phatic gland. Now it is acknowledged by all who have 
paid attention to the fubject, tj^at our belt practice here is 
to bring the mercury we mean to employ as quickly as pof- 
iible into contact with the virus lodged in the obilructed 

* Vide a Treatifc en the Materia Medica by the late DoOlor William C-illen. 
Vol. II. p. 448. 
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gland. Nay, of fo much importance is it that this fhould 
be done, that although we may prevent the fyftem from 
differing, by throwing the medicine in a different maimer, 
yet no other practice will prevent the virus from continu- 
ing to irritate the obdructed giand till it is at lad thrown 
but by a complete formation of matter. Now in what 
manner does the mercury act here? It cannot be by dif- 
folving the texture of the blood, for we have already fliewri. 
that this does not happen if it be not from a courfe of mer- 
cury being long continued, while buboes are often remov- 
ed by a very ihort application of it. It cannot be by its 
weight, for a few grains of it often proves fufficient ; and 
betides, it would have in moil indances to act contrary to 
its own gravity. It is not by exciting irritation, under a- 
nv kind of modification, for when mercury fucceeds in re- 
foiving thefe tumours, the pain produced by the firft for- 
mation of them very quickly fubfides, while no irritation 
of any other kind ever fucceeds to it. Neither does it act 
by exciting evacuation ; nor could evacuations of any kind 
be of any avail. The difeafe is here in a local date : In 
the formation of bubo the matter does not neceffarily enter 
the fyftem, fo that there is nothing to carry off. I there- 
fore think we may fairly conclude that as the action of 
mercury in the cure of buboes cannot be accounted for in 
any other manner, and as we find from the teftimony of 
all practitioners that it has no influence in refoiving them, 
but when brought into direct contact with the venereal vi- 
rus, that it proves effectual only by acting as an antidote to. 
the virus. In my opinion this affords the cleared proof 
of its doing fo that can poffibly be given. It even re- 
moves the objection that has been dated to the antidotal 
power which we fuppofe mercury -to exert in the cure of 
chancres, where it is laid that thefe fores can be cured by 
other applications ; for in the treatment of buboes no 
practitioner has ever ventured to fuppofe that they can be 
refolved by the abforption of any other remedy but mer- 
cury. 

4'thly, In tracing the effect of mercury upon the vene- 
real virus it ill farther we have all along the cleared evi- 
dence of its acting as an antidote. In the treatment of 
many of the fymptoms of fvphilis, almod as foon as we can 
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fuppofe the mercury to have entered the fyftem, the fame 
kind of relief is obtained which we experience from this 
remedy when it proves fuccefsful in refolving buboes. 
This is particularly the cafe in the venereal lore thrGat, 
where a good deal of uneafinefs generally prevails till mer- 
cury is given, and in which much relief is commonly ob- 
tained foon alter it is employed, without any other irritati- 
on being excited, and often before the medicine has pro- 
duced any evacuation whatever. 

5thiy, We conclude that the relief experienced from 
the internal ufe of mercury in the treatment of local ve- 
nereal fymptoms proceeds from the medicine coming in 
contact with the virus, in the firlt place, from our finding, 
as I have juit obferved, that it is analogous to what happens 
in the cure of buboes, where we know that the mercury is 
directly applied to the virus ; and fecondiy, from our hav- 
ing convincing proofs of the medicine entering the circu- 
lation almolt in every cafe in which it proves fuccefsful, 
and therefore that it mult be applied to every part that is 
difeafed. Some indeed have alleged that mercury never 
enters the circulation. In a metallic form this may per- 
haps be the cafe, but that the effential parts of it pafs into 
the fyftem is obvious, not merely from its influence in cur- 
ing difeafes, but from the tafte which it gives to the lain a, 
although it be abforbed at a diftant part of the body ; and 
from the effect produced by the exhalation of a perfon un- 
der mercury upon gold and lilver carried in the pocket, 
which is exadly fimilar to that which occurs from mercury 
being rubbed upon thefe metals. 

6thly, It has been Itated as an objection to this opinion, 
that the quantity of mercury employed for the cure of 
Lues Venerea is lb fmall that it is difficult to conceive how 
it can have any influence upon the general mafs of blood, 
to which it bears fuch a fmall proportion. To obviate this 
difficulty an ingenious opinion has been offered. As we 
perceive the venereal virus to produce effects chiefly upon 
particular parts, it is fuppofed that all that exifts of it in 
the ma is of blood may be thrown out upon or be attracted 
by thefe parts, and therefore that the mercury employed 
in the cure, initead of acting upon the general mafs of 
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blood, may be fuppofed to exert all its influence upon the 
difeafed pares only.* 

I think it more probable, however, from many of the 
phenomena of the d>fea!e, and it muft undoubtedly be fo 
if the opinion I have endeavoured to fupport be well found- 
ed, that the whole mafs of blood is tainted in an equal de- 
gree while any part of the contagion remain in the contti- 
tution, and that the mercury employed in the cure ads 
equally upon every part of it. We know that the difeafe 
itfeif may be produced by a very fmall particle of matter. 
V/e may juft as readily fuppofe therefore that it may be 
cured by a fmall quantity of any remedy that ads as its an- 
tidote ; and it is perhaps equally difficult to explain the 
manner in which fuch a fmall portion of matter ads in af- 
firm iating quickly to its own nature fuch a large proporti- 
on of our fluids, as it is to account for the manner in which 
the mercury operates which we employ for curing the 
fymptoms produced by it. 

Upon the whole, therefore, as the adion of mercury in 
the cure of Lues Venerea is not accounted for by any other 
opinion that has yet been offered ; as we have complete 
evidence of this difeafe being at all times the effed of con- 
tagious matter entering the blood ; as the local effeds of 
tins matter are cured by mercury, whether they appear in 
the form of ulcers or by obitruding the lymphatic glands ; 
as no other remedy hitherto employed operates with any 
certainty, either in removing the matter from the blood, 
or in obviating the effeds of it ; as mercury feldom or ne- 
ver fails in curing fyphilis, when it can be made to enter 
the blood, if it be not in the molt advanced ftages of the 
difeafe, or when Lues Venerea is conneded with other dif- 
eafes, or with fuch peculiarities of conftitution as will not 
bear a fufficient quantity of mercury ; and as no inftance 
perhaps can be adduced of a cure being accomplished 
where the prefence of mercury in the blood was not ren- 
dered obvious either by the ufual effeds of it upon the 
mouth or upon gold and iilver carried in the pocket, we 
have no reafon to doubt of this remedy operating perhaps 

* Vide Obfervations on Mercury, by Dr. Andrew Duncan, profeffor of medi- 
cine in the univerfity of Edinburgh. 
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entirely as an antidote ; that is, by rendering the matter 
of contagion inert or incapable either of exciting the dif- 
eafe, or continuing the fymptoms even after the difeafe 
has been produced. 

IV. Of the Preparations of Mercury. 

We have already had occafion to obferve that crude 
mercury is not foluble in any of the fluids which it ufual- 
ly meets with in the human body ; and as no effects refult 
from it while it remains in this infoluble ftate it has been 
confidered as a very important object to prepare it in fuch 
a manner that it may with moft eafe and fafety be intro- 
duced into the fyilem in a foluble form- It unfortunately 
happens, however, that all the active preparations of mer- 
cury, I mean fuch as prove effectual in curing the vene- 
real difeafe, are apt to excite very difagreeable fymptoms, 
particularly falivation to a diitrefsful height, purging, and 
general debility. Scarcely any point in practice has there- 
fore met with more attention than the different methods 
of exhibiting mercury. Regular practitioners have in all 
countriesbeen anxious to render mercury at the fame time 
active and fafe, while it has been the pride of every empi- 
ricHto be able to boaft of fome new difcovery by which 
this remedy may be given with freedom and fafety without 
being deprived of any of its efiential properties. 

The preparations of mercury are accordingly very nu- 
merous : upwards of five hundred might be enumerated. 
The confequence of which is, that much doubt and un- 
certainty has taken place concerning them ; for while one 
preparation has been in common ufe with iorne practition- 
ers, we find it entirely neglected by others ; and in fome 
countries preparations of mercury are employed daily 
which in others are very generally condemned. 

This would lead to the concluiion of our being able to 
cure the difeafe with perhaps equal eafe and fafety with a 
great variety of thefe preparations, and this I believe to be 
in fome meafure the cafe. We are very apt to fall into a 
routine of practice, from which it is with iome difficulty 
that we emerge, and which therefore every practitioner 
ought early in life to guard againfl. In no iuitance is the; 
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want of attention to this more confpicuous than in our 
practice in Lues Venerea, where the lame practitioner ve- 
ry commonly periuls in the lame method of exhibiting 
mercury, and is therefore foon induced to fuppofe that no 
Other iS equal to it, whereas were he to make trial ol others 
he would find many by which the difeafe can be cured with 
equal eaie, expedition, and certa.nry. To enumerate all 
the preparations of mercury that have been employed could 
anfwer no good purpofe ; and imeceilary, the at- 

tempt wouid be improper. I man ihortly mention, how- 
ever, all fuch as are m general uie, with the views which 
practitioners have in giving a preference of one to the 
other. 

It is found by experience that mercury may be 
rendered ioluble, fo as to prove active when receiv- 
ed into the iyltem, b ree different proceffes ; by 
trituratiou ; by caicinaiion ; and by folution in a va- 
riety of acids. 

Whether any ty is communicated by any of 

thefe proceff to rcury which it did not before 
p j Hefs it may be difficult to determine. It v/ould 
appear that they render mercury active nearly in 
proportion to tin 'cgree of folubility which they 
give to it ; and this agarn feems to depend in a^Jreat 
uieafurc upon the degree of feparation produced 
by thefe proceffes between the different particles of 
the mercury : At Jeaft this is clearly the efiect of 
trituration. * We have feen that in a crude ftate this 
metal is altogether inert ; and we find by experience 
that it proves active in proportion to the trituration 
employed upon it ; and as by calcination and folu- 
tion it is rendered ftili more active than it can be 
made by triture alone, we conclude that thefe 
proceffes are better calculated for producing a more 
complete division of its particles. 

By agitation alone mercury may be reduced to the 
flare of a powder, as was firft attempted by Doctor 
Boerhaave, and afterwards by the very ingenious 
Doctor Saunders of London ; but the length of time 
required for this being very considerable, practition- 
ers' have been accuftomed to triturate the mercury 
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with fuch fubftances as tend more effectually to keep 
the particles of the metal feparate from each other, 
by which^ while the virtue of the medicine is not 
leffened, the procefs for obtaining it is much fhort- 
ened. This, accordingly, is the foundation of va- 
rious active preparations of mercury, of which the 
following are in moft frequent life. 

I. Where the mercury is triturated with unctuous 
fubftances, and ufed externally only, as is the cafe 
in the emplaftrum hydrargyri of the London and 
Edinburgh difpenfatories, and in the unguentum hy- 
drargyri vel mercuriale. 

II. Where it is tritured with gums, mucilages, 
and faccharine fubftances, and chiefly employed for 
internal ufe, as in the pilulas hydrargyri pharm. 
Lond. and Edin. ; in the folutio mercurialis gum- 
mofa of Plenk ; in the injectio mercurialis ; and mel 
mercuriale. 

III. Where it is tritured with dry calcerous pow- 
ders, fuch as crabs eyes, and prepared chalk, form- 
ing what is ufually termed mercurius alkalifatus.* 

Belides thefe mercury might be tritured with fe- 
veral other fubftances with perhaps equal advantage, 
Sulpippr alone feems to render it inert or nearly fo. 
The more friction that is employed upon mercury 
mixed with any other fubftancc the more active it 
becomes, while the more that it is rubbed with ful- 
phur the more inert it is rendered. 

A very active preparation of mercury is obtained 
by means of heat ; it is termed mercurius calcinatus, 
and is the bails of different pills and powders. In 
this procefs the mercury is reduced to a calx by long 
expofure to a very considerable degree of heat. 

Mercury is found to be more or lefsfoluble in eve- 
ry acid, and the caix or fait obtained from thefe io- 
lutions gives the moft active form of the remedy with 
which we are acquainted. 

lft, Mercury combined with the muriatic acid 
gives, by different procefTes, the mercurius fublima- 

* Prefcriptions for each of thefe, as well as for the preparation of every other 
article which I {hall have occafien to mention, will be given in Uie Appendix. 
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tus corrofivus, or hydrargyrus muriatns cofrofivus ; 
and mercurius dulcis, calomel, or hydrargyrus mu- 
riatis mitis ; from the firft of which are prepared the 
folutio mercurii fpirituofa of Van Swieton ; the aqua 
phagadenica and other watery folutions of corrohve 
fublimate of different authors, and pilulse e mercu- 
rio corrofivo. From the latter, viz. mercurius dul- 
cis, are prepared a variety of active formulae both for 
internal and external ui'e ; but thefe differing only 
in the vehicles by which they are conveved it is not 
necefTary to enumerate them here. 

2dly, With the acid of nitre, from which is pre- 
pared mercurius precipitatus ruber, the balls of va- 
rious external applications ; ungentum hydrargyri 
nitrati mitius, vel ungentum citrinum ; and the pul- 
vis mercurii cinereus. 

3<iiy, With the vitriolic acid, with which we prepare 
turpethum mineraie. 

4thly, With the acid of vinegar, from which is prepar- 
ed Keyfer's pills ; analogous to which is the terre feuillete 
mercurielle of Prellavin, prepared with mercury diffolved 
in the acid of tartar. 

Mercury has alfo been diffolved in the acids of lemons, 
fugar, borax, arfenic, and fpar ; and in a greater or leffer 
degree it is foluble, as I have already obferved, in perhaps 
every acid ; but as every ufeful purpofe of the medicine 
may be obtained from one or other of the foregoing forms, 
it appears to be unneceffary to enumerate more, particu- 
larly, as thole who wilh for farther information will readi- 
ly obtain it in the various Difpenfatories pubiifhed in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe. 

It may here be proper to remark, that although all of 
thefe preparations are in appearance different from each 
other, yet all of them feem to have nearly the fame, effect 
upon the mercury. They tend all to reduce it to the form 
of a calx, and in proportion as the calcination is complete- 
ly accomplilhed the medicine becomes active or other- 
wife. Even the trituration of mercury has the effect of 
reducing it to the Hate of a calx, and it is obviouflv in this 
manner that it is acted upon by acids ; for when diffolved 
in acids, and the lblution evaporated, nothing but a pure 
calx is obferved to remain. 
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But although all of thefe preparations of mercury feem 
to be more or lefs active according as the calx which they 
produce is more or lefs perfect, there is however fome ma- 
nifeir difference, in the calces obtained from them. All 
of them produce the diftinguiihing characterifiics of mer- 
cury upon the fyftem : they cure the venereal difeafe, 
and they excite falivation ; but this is done much more ea- 
fily, and with lefs diftrefs in the operation; by iome of 
thefe than by others. 

Of all the preparations of mercury thole produced by 
triture alone feem to be the bell for general ule. 1 hey 
cure the venereal difeafe with the lame certa.nty as the 
others, and they are not fo apt to affect the itomach and 
bowels ; although the faline preparations of mercury, when 
the acid with which thev are combined is completely fe- 
parated from them, may, under proper management, be 
given with perfect fafety, and with equal certainty of cur- 
ing the difeafe. Corrofive fublimate mercury, as it is term- 
ed, is one of the moil: acrid of all the mercurial calces,* 
infomuch that fcarceiy any perlbn can Lear it in the dofe 
of a grain, and in the quantity of a very few grains it nets 
as a poifon ; but even this very acrid remedy is rendered 
fo mild by being deprived of the acid with which the mer- 
cury is united, that in the form of calomel it may with fafe- 
ty be given to the extent of feveral grains at once f We 
find alfo that the faline calces of mercury prove in fome 
degree acrid in proportion to the ftrength of the acid with 
which they are combined : hence ali the combinations of 
mercury with the muriatic acid, wffh the acid of nitre, and 
the vitriolic acid, prove much more acrid than the calces 
obtained from mercury united with the acetous acid, or 
acid of tartar. It is therefore probable that if thefe pre- 
parations of mercury could be entirely deprived of their 
faline combinations, that they would not differ in any ma- 
terial point from the preparations obtained of this metal 
by triture. 

As yet however we have not been able bv any procefs 
to which they have been fubjected, to prevent them from 
operating very differently upon the human body, accord- 
ing to the kind of acid with which they are prepared. 

* Vide Appundix, No. 8. -J- Vide No. 9. 
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Thus, while nmple triturated mercury acts chiefly upon 
the falivary glands, mercurius fublimatus corroiivus is 
more apt to act as a diaphoretic, and it readily excites nau- 
fea and vomiting. The fame preparation again, when 
more completely deprived of its acid, does not feem to af- 
fect the (km, nor in fmall dofes does it fo readily injure the 
ftomach, while it acts with more certainty as a purgative. 
Indeed calomel, in proper dofes, is perhaps one of our 
furelt purgatives; and in order to act upon the falivary 
glands it mult either be given in fmall dofes, frequently 
repeated, or combined with opium or fome other aftrin*- 
gent. The mercurius cmerius is alfo apt to affect the bow- 
els, while ;he combination of mercury with the vitriolic 
acid in the form of Turbeth's mineral, or hydrargyrus vi- 
triolatus flavus, chiefly operates upon the ftcmach. 

It is proper that in practice thefe different actions of 4 
the preparations of mercury fhouid be kept in view; for 
although ail of them, as I have obferved already, will, un- 
der proper management, cure the venereal diieafe, fome 
advantage is occalionally obtained from adapting them as 
much as poffible to the nature of the fymptoms for which 
they are intended. Thus, when a mercurial emetic is 
wiihed for, we give Turbeth's mineral ; calomel is always 
given as a mercurial purgative ; and in particular affecti- 
ons of the flcin corrofive fublimate appears in fome in- 
fiances to fucceed where other preparations of mercury 
have failed. 

V. Of the different Methods of exhibiting Mercury. 

In the cure of Lues Venerea, mercury, in every form, 
acts either locally upon particular fyftems or it enters the 
fyitem and cures the difeafe of the conltitution. We fhali 
afterwards have occafion to fpeak more particularly of the 
treatment of local affections ; at prefent we fhall attend 
chiefly to the different methods of throwing mercury into 
the fyitem. 

Three different methods have been employed for exhi- 
biting mercury ; bv conveying it in the form of fumes ; 
by taking one or other of the preparations of mercury jn- 

Vol. II. O 
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to the ftomach ; and by applying them to the furface of the 
body. 

The fames of mercury are applied to the body by burn- 
ing different mercurial calces in the patient's chamber. 
By thus breathing, as it were, a mercurial atmofphere, and 
having the fumes equally applied to every part of the fur- 
face of the body, the ufual effeds of mercury upon the 
fyftem are foon produced, more quickly perhaps than by 
any other method. Cinnabar is commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; but Turbeth's mineral, with the ad- 
dition of fulphur, and iEthiop's mineral, anfwers 
equally well. 

Where it is meant to raife a falivation fuddenly, or 
to throw mercury quickly into the fyftem, this is per- 
haps the fureft method of doing it ; for with the fumes 
of mercury a falivation is fometimes excited in the 
conrfe of a few hours. This brought the practice in- 
to much reputation when falivation alone was confi- 
dered as the chief part of the cure ; but now when it 
is known that Lues Venerea may be cured without 
much falivation being excited ; that the more gradu- 
ally mercury is thrown into the lyftem th,e more ef- 
fectually it operates ; and that very violent effects 
are fometimes produced by fumegating with mercury, 
the practice has of late been very generally laid afide. 

I think, however, that it may occafionally be em- 
ployed with advantage ; and in different inftances I 
have found this to be the cafe. I will not fay that it 
ought ever to come into general practice, but I am 
clearly of opinion that it mould not in all cafes be laid 
afide. The fumes of mercury being applied to vene- 
real fores will fometimes forward a cure when every 
other preparation has been tried in vain ; and I have 
met with a few cafes in w T hich the mercury either 
went off too rapidly by ftool when taken into the fto- 
mach, or where it was not abforbed if applied in the 
form of unftion to the furface of the body, and in which 
it foon proved effectual when ufed in this manner. 
It is particularly ufeful where venereal fores are feat- 
cd on parts of much importance ; and where, from 
making a rapid progrefs, there is caufe to dread that 
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they may prove hazardous. In fuch circumftances 
we feldom fail in giving a fudden check to the fymp- 
toms by fumegating with mercury ; but this is per- 
haps all that we fhould expedi from it. It is obviouf- 
ly of a more fubtile nature than any other mercurial 
application. It therefore enters the i'yftem more rea- 
dily ; but the effects produced by it are not ufuaily 
permanent. By a proper application of the fames of 
mercury fores may be healed fpeedily, and the pains 
induced by venereal nodes very completely removed, 
and yet the difeafe will return in full force if this practice 
alone mould be trufted. When therefore it is judged pro- 
per, for the reafon I have given, to employ mercury m this 
manner, and when the fymptom for which it was employ- 
ed is checked, the cure mould be completed by fome other 
preparation, whofe effects, although How are more perma- 
nent, as very generally happens both from a proper appli- 
cation of mercurial ointment and from the internal exhibi- 
tion of the common mercurial pill. In this mamier much 
benefit may be derived from a remedy which feems co have 
been laid afide without any fuffkient reafon, and from our 
trufting to it alone when others ought to be given along 
with it. 

The fumes of mercury may alfo be applied with fafety. 
They appear to prove hurtful chiefly when received m 
too great quantity into the lungs, but this may eafily be 
prevented by burning a fmall quantity at once ; and we 
may even confine the fteam to the furface of the body, or 
to any particular part of it. Such boxes as are employed 
for confining the fteam in vapour baths anfwer the fame 
purpofe here. 

We have daily proofs of mercury entering the fyltem 
by being abforbed from the itomach and inteit ines ; but 
this mode of exhibiting the remedy is liable to one very 
important difficulty. Every preparation of mercury that 
has yet been invented is apt to irritate either the ftomach 
or bowels, by which they not only excite ficknefs and 
purging, but by depriving the patient of appetite he foon 
becomes much emaciated and debilitated. When pinned 
far indeed the effeils of mercury given in this manner are 
in fome iuftances very diftrefsful. The flomach becomes 
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fo much weakened that any food taken into it is either im- 
mediately reje&ed, or remains undigefted, and the bowels 
are fo entirely deprived of their tone that they feem to 
lofe all power of retention. Even when completely emp- 
tied a degree of tenefmus often takes place, from which a 
great deal of mifery is often experienced. 

The preparations of mercury which do leaft injury to 
the itomach and bowels are thole, as I have already oblerv- 
ed, that are obtained by agitation or triture ; but even they 
prove frequently troublefome, and require always a good 
deal of management. They fhouid never be given in 
large dofes ; and as foon as any degree of irritability is in- 
duced by them, either in the ftomach or interlines, an opi- 
ate (liould be given along with them. Of thefe prepara- 
tions, the be ft and moil convenient form is the blue pill 
of the Edinburgh difpenfatory, of which four grains ot the 
mats, which contains one grain of mercury, being given 
three times a-day, will in mod inftances affect the mouth 
in a very fhort time. Some conftitutions indeed require 
more, but this feldom happens where the mercury has been 
iufEciently triturated. Wherever much more than this 
has been given the mercury either has not been properly 
triturated or we may conclude that much of it has paffed 
through the intelfines without being abfcrbed, or that the 
confhtulion of the patient reiifts this effecl. of mercury. 

Mercurius alkalifatus, and Plenk's folution of mer- 
cury in mucilage of gum arabic, are nearly of the 
fame nature with the blue pill, but they are both 
more apt to purge, particularly the latter, notwith- 
iranding of all that Plenk the inventor has faid to 
the contrary. When properly prepared no more 
mercury mould be given in either cf thefe formulae 
than in the mercurial pill ; and as a much greater 
quantity is commonly directed, this can only pro- 
ceed from neither of the preparations being made 
with fufheient exaclnefs, and from much of the mer- 
cury which they contain being left altogether inert 
by- not being duly triturated. 

Many will be furprifed at the fmall dofes of thefe 
articles which I have mentioned here, as more than 
double of this is commonly given. It is nor. tincom- 
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mon to advife lix, feven, or eight of the blue pills 
daily; and twenty grains of mercurius alkalifatus is 
recommended for a dole.* Now I know from daily 
experience that the blue pill when properly prepar- 
ed cannot be given in this quantity. I feldom give 
more than two pills a day, and very rarely above 
three ; and in each pill, as I have obferved, there is 
exactly one grain of mercury. But the mafs from 
which thefe are formed is prepared with much atten- 
tion : they are triturated fix or feven hours daily 
for thirty or forty days ; and when the mercurius 
alkalifatus is properly prepared it proves equally 
powerful ; but it is difficult to feparate the particles 
of mercury when rubbed with a dry powder, that 
this preparation is now very generally laid aiide. It 
requires to be rubbed for at leaft one hundred days, 
in order to bring all the mercury into a ftate of ac- 
tivity. 

Some are of opinion that mercurius calcinatus is 
equal in its effefts to any of thefe preparations. f 
The dofe is a grain or two evening" and morning, ei- 
ther in the form of a pill or powder. It will cer- 
tainly cure the difeafe, and it puts a flop to the fymp- 
toms perhaps as foon as any other form of mercury : 
but I have ibmetimes thought that its influence is 
not fo permanent; that is, the fymptoms have been 
more apt to recur after a fufficient quantity of this 
medicine was fuppofed to be given. But fo many 
fads are requifite to ascertain this that I cannot fpeak 
diidfively about it. From all that I know of it, 
however, it does not appear to be equal to the blue 
mercurial pill. The eafe with which it is prepared 
feems to be the only circumftance in which it has a 
preference ; but this is a point of little moment when 
put in competition with utility. A tendency which 
it has to act upon the fiomach and bowels may for the 
moft part be checked by the addition of a fmall quan- 
tity of opium. 

* Vide Mr. Hunter's Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe. 
f Vide Appendi::, No. 7. 
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Hydrargyria muriatus corrolivus, commonly term- 
ed corrofive fublimatc, when it does not aftecr the 
ftomach, proves frequently a very ufeful medicine. 
It was never generally employed for internal uie till 
the celebrated Van Swieton brought it into repute. 
It has fince been much ufed in almoft every part of 
Europe ; and being eafily difguifed, and not fo apt 
to falivate as other preparations of mercury, it has 
formed the balls of almoft all the quack inedieinos 
that has of late been employed for the cure of this 
difeafe. 

The form of ufing this medicine by Van Swieton 
is, however, the moft naufeous of any. He advife$ 
it to be diffolved in fpirits, and one or two fpoontuls, 
containing from a quarter to half a grain of mercury, 
or even more, is commonly given evening and morn- 
ing ; and this is directed to be continued till a cure is 
accomplished.* Few can bear it in this manner ; for 
it not only affects the ftomach, but in this quantity 
it is apt to excite diarrhoea. Neither can it be with 
fafety given in powder, as it is not ealily levigated 
fo finely as to prevent it from acting mechanically 
upon the ftomach. The beft form of ufing it feems 
to be in a watery folution, and this may either be 
given in a mucilaginous mixture or mixed with 
broths, or the folution may be made into a mais with 
crumbs of bread, wheat-flour, or flour of liquorice, 
and divided into pills. f Inftead of giving it in larger 
dofes evening and morning, it aniwers better to give 
the fame quantity divided into four or five doits. 
A grain of mercury may in this manner be given 
daily ; that is, a quarter of a grain four times a-day. 
Some have advifed more, but this is the largcft dole 
that I have ever been able to continue for more than 
two or three days together. 

Opiates have not the fame influence in preventing 
corrofive fublimate from acting upon the ftomach 
and bowels which they commonly have with other 
preparations of mercury. I have found nothing fo 

* Vide Appendix, No. 10. f Vide No. ir. 
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effectual for this purpofe as decoction of guaicum and 
inefereon, or plentiful dilution with mucilaginous 
drinks and broths. Thefe may act in the firft place 
by iheathing the ftomach and bowels directly from 
the effect of the medicine ; and they may alfo prove 
iifeful by promoting the natural tendency which this 
form of mercury feems to have to pafs off by the fkin. 

Mercurius dulcis, or calomel, is given by fome in 
large dofes for the cure of fyphilis, even to the ex- 
tent of ten grains daily*. I have not found, how- 
ever, that this is neceffary, and it very commonly 
proves injurious both to the ftomach and bowels. It 
aniwers better in dofes of a grain repeated three 
times a day, by which it more readily enters the 
blood than when given in larger quantities, and is 
lefs apt to be carried off by ftool. 

This form of mercury has long been in general 
ufe, and there cannot be a greater proof of its fafety 
and utility than its being ftill preferred by many of 
our beft practitioners. When as completely depriv- 
ed as poilible of its acid, I believe it to be one of our 
beft laline preparations of mercury. In this ftate it 
commonly operates mildly, and is equally powerful 
with any other form of the medicine in curing the 
venereal difeafe. 

Mercury in this form is beft given in a bolus, in 
pills, or in powder, for it is fcarcely in any degree 
foluble in water, and it is fo heavy that watery fluids 
do not fufpend it, fo that it cannot eafily be given 
in a mixture. 

The pulvis mercurius cinereus is another very ufe- 
ful preparation of mercury. t It alfo requires to be 
given in a folid form. The dofe is two, three, or 
four grains evening and morning. Some have ad- 
vifed more, but I have not found that in common 
practice more can with fafety be given. 

Hydrargyrus vitriolatus flavus, or turpethum mi-, 
nerale, is particularly apt, as I have already obferv- 
ed, to act upon the ftomach ; but even this form of 

* Vide Appeudix, No. 9, f Vide No. 15. 
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mercury may be To given as to cure the venereal 
difeafe and yet prove fufficiently mild in its opera- 
tion.* In dofe's of five, fix, or feven grains it acts 
as a violent emetic, but it may with fafety be given 
to the extent of a grain, two or three times a day, 
particularly if each dofe be conjoined with half a 
grain of opium. 

Hydrargyrus acetatus, or mercury combined with 
the acid of vinegar, is certainly more mild in its 
operation than any of the other faline calces of mer- 
cury ; nay, it does not derange the ftomach and 
bowels fo much as triturated mercury is frequently 
found to do ; but from all the trials that I have made 
of it, I do not confider it as equally certain in cur- 
ing the venereal difeafe. The" fymptoms abate 
while the patient is under it; but if fome other 
preparation of mercury is not employed either along 
with it or continued afterwards, they are very apt 
to appear again foon after it is laid afide. 

I have judged it proper to take this particular notice of 
all the preparations of mercury now generally employed 
for internal ufe ; and from what I have laid, it will be ob- 
vious that fome of them are for ordinary purpofes prefera- 
ble to others. In common practice, the preparations of 
mercury obtained by triture, and particularly the blue 
mercurial pill, will be found to be the belt. But as cafes 
fometimes occur which do not readily yield to any one 
form of medicine, we are under the neceffity of having re- 
eourfe to others ; and from what we have already had oc- 
calion to remark, the choice may be readily determined. 
We (hall beiides have farther opportunities of fpeaking up- 
on this point when we come to treat of the cure of the 
different fymptoms of the difeafe. 

But although we may in a great proportion of cafes be 
able to cure the difeafe by one or other of thefe forms of 
mercury, and in molt iiiltaiitfes without any injury to the 
conft itution, yet we find that even the mildeft preparation 
we can employ, and under whatever caution it may be 
given, is occafionally apt to arTed both the flomach and 

* Vide Appendix, No. 16. 
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bowels in fuch a manner that we are under the neceffity 
either of giving it in too fmall quantities for the purpofe 
of curing the difeafe, or of laying it afide perhaps entirely, 
in order to make trial of the medicine in l'ome other form. 

Our fureft method of obviating this effect of mercury is 
to apply it to the furface of the body only, a pradice 
which ought as much as poffible to be adopted, and to 
which the chief objection is, the trouble of applying it. 
The advantages, however, which attend it are fo great that 
every objedion of this kind mould as much as poffible be 
made to give way to it. A patient may be fo fituated that 
he cannot ufe the medicine in this way; and inftances oc- 
cur occafionally in which the mercury is not readily taken 
up by the abforbents on the furface of the body. In both 
of thefe cafes we are "under the neceffity of givinp- it in- 
wardly ; but fcarcely any other good caufe can occur for 
it. Nor would either of thefe be frequent if the advantag- 
es of the practice were fufficiently explained to our pati- 
ents, and due attention given to the proper application of 
the mercury. It fometimes indeed happens that mercury 
does not eatily enter the fyfteni in any form, and does not 
in the ufual time affect either the falivary or other excre- 
tory organs. In fuch cafes, where the fymptoms of the 
difeafe are urgent, we mould not be confined to any one 
method of cure, and the medicine mould be given in eve- 
ry form in which it is likely to prove ufeful ; but it is pro^ 
per to remark, that failures of this kind are much more 
frequent from the internal exhibition of mercury than 
from the outward application of it, and which is another 
important advantage that we derive from ufing it in this 
manner. Different reafons indeed mav be mentioned for 
this being the cafe ; the readinefs with which mercury 
given by the mouth is carried off by ftool ; the great quan- 
tity of food with which it is often mixed in the ftomach. 
and by which we may fuppofe that a conhderable part of 
the fmall quantity that we dare ever venture to give in this 
manner is prevented from coming into contact with the 
abforbents of the irffeftines ; and lailly, the great extent of 
furface to which we can apply it externallv. 

By fome it is alleged as an objection to this mode of 
ufmg mercurv, that we cannot e - :actlv afcertain the quan- 

Vol. II. ' P 
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tity that enters the fyftem. This, however, holds equally 
ffrong againft every way in which we can give it, nor is it 
a point, of any importance. It is not fo much by the quan- 
tity we employ, as by the effects which refult from it, that 
we ought to be directed. The ufual effects of mercury 
upon the mouth, and in the cure of the different fymp- 
toms of the difeafe, will, with fome patients, take place 
from half [he quantity of medicine required by others ; 
but were it an object of much more importance than it 
appears to be, I do not fee how the quantity of active 
mercury entering the fyflem, in any way we may ufe it, 
can be afcertained. 

It is aifo mentioned as an objection to the external ufe 
of mercury, that it is more apt to excite falivation than 
when given by the mouth. This, however, is not fo much 
an objection to the practice as to the mode of conducting 
it. Mercury ufed in this manner enters the fyflem for 
the molt part fo readily, that thofe who have not been ac- 
cuflomed to prefcribe it, are no doubt apt to be deceived 
with it. It proceeds quickly to the falivary glands, and is 
thus more apt to excite fudden falivation than when taken 
into the itomach ; but this proceeds altogether from inat- 
tention, and may always be prevented by applying the 
mercury in fmall quantity at firft, and increafmg it accord- 
ing to its effects. Our being able to affect, the fyflem more 
fpeedily by the external application of mercury mould be 
conlidered as another advantage of tins mode of exhibition; 
for the fymptoms of fyphilis in fome inltances advance fo 
rapidly that it is an object of importance to check them as 
quickly as poffible. Salivation appears to be the effect of 
a certain quantity of mercury in the iyftern, in whatever 
way it is introduced. Some of the more acrid preparati- 
ons pafs off indeed more readily by other emunctories, but 
the milder forms of the medicine, and which I have en- 
deavoured to (hew, ought in molt inltances to be preferred, 
are equally ready to excite ialivation. It is true that more 
time is required to throw the quantity into the fyflem that 
is neceffary for this purpofe by one mode than by another, 
bit when this quantity is introduced the effect of the mer- 
cury upon the glands of the mouth is uniformly the fame 
in whatever way it is accomplifhed. 
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Upon the whole, therefore, all the objeftions that have 
been made to this method of exhibiting mercury are tri- 
fling when compared with the advantages it poffefies over 
every other mode of ufing it, fo that for general practice it 
ought to be preferred. 

I own indeed that at one period I was of a very different 
opinion upon this point ; but this proceeded from my not 
being fo well acquainted with the fuperior advantages of 
ufing mercury in the form of unction as I now am, and 
which I now therefore very generally prefer. 

Mercury will pafs into the fyitem in various forms from 
the furface of the body. Lues Venerea has been cured by 
frequent immerfions of the feet and legs in a folution of 
corrofive fublirnate. The application of a mercurial 
plaifter to the furface of the body, if of any considerable 
extent, will alfo cure the difeafe ; and we are indebted to 
Mr. Clare of London for a third method of throwing mer- 
cury into the fyitem from the furtace.* By rubbing ca- 
lomel into the iniide of the cheeks Mr, Clare found, and 
his obfervations have in fome degree been confirmed by 
experience, that we can not only excite falivation by this 
means, but cure every fymptom of fyphilis. Nay, the 
rubbing of a few grains of calomel upon the infide of the 
preputium or labia pudendi foon affects the fyitem and ex- 
cites the mercurial fcetor in the breath and forenefs of the 
mms. But although I have found this in fome inftances 

be true, the practLe has alfo in feveral of the trials I 
lade of it failed entirely ; that is, it did not cure the fymp- 
toms for which it was employed, and which were after- 
wards removed by other preparations of mercury. I mult 
own, however, that the experience I have yet had of this 
method of ufing mercury does not entitle me to fpeak de- 
cifively concerning it ; but I conclude either that fimilar 
failures, or fome other objections of importance, have oc- 
curred to it in the practice of others, for we do not now 
hear that it is employed, although Mr. Clare's book has 
been publilhed upwards of twelve years. 

One obvious caufe of this, and of the other modes 
I have mentioned of applying mercury externally 

* Vide an Eflay on the Cure of AMcfefles by Cauftic, Sec. alfo a New Method 
of introducing mercury into tie Circulation, by P. Clare, Surgeon. 
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falling into difufe is, that all of them feem to be 
much inferior to thcmethod of introducing it in the 
form of an ointment, and which was the firft, I may 
obferve, that was employed for the cure of Lues 
Venerea. It is commonly termed the method of 
cure by undlion, or inunction. 

An ointment for this purpofe may be made with 
different proportions of mercury ; but the bed I 
have tried is that in which there are two parts of 
the unguent to one of crude mercury. In the form 
commonly ufed the ointment and mercury are in 
equal parts ; but the other, while it proves equally 
powerful, if it be applied over a greater furface, has 
the advantage of not being fo apt to irritate the /kin. 

In order to promote the abforption of the mercury 
it has been the practice with many to advife the 
body to be immerfed in a warm bath, once and again, 
before the courfe is commenced, and to repeat it 
once or twice a week during the whole continuance 
of it. They likewife think that the bathing proves 
ufeful by giving the mercury a particular determina- 
tion to the fkin, and thus preventing it from produc- 
ing falivation. I have not found, however, that a 
frequent ufe of the warm bath is neceffary. It can- 
not in every fituation be obtained but with much 
difficulty, and if ~not very properly conducted it is # 
apt, during a courfe of mercury, to expofe the pa- 
tient to fuffer from the effects of cold. 

Before the commencement of the courfe, where the 
fkin is particularly dry, I have fometimes thought it 
right to advife the ufe of a warm bath, but as in other 
inflances of a fimilar nature the remedy has anfwercd 
equally well where this precaution was not taken, I 
do not conceiVe that it is of much importance, and I 
now feldom employ it. 

Where the remedy is chiefly employed for the re- 
removal of a local affection, fuch as bubo, we endea- 
vour to make it pafs through the lymphathic vefTels 
of the part, and in fuch cafes this determines the place 
to which the ointment fhould be applied ; but where 
no local fymptom of this kind takes place it may be 
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applied with equal fafety and propriety to any part 
of the body, and the place of application fhould be 
changed from day to day. By this means we obvi- 
ate the irritation of the fkin, which is apt to happen 
from applying it repeatedly to the fame place, at the 
fame time that we promote the abforption of the mer- 
cury. I may alfo remark, that although, for the 
reafons I have given above, it does not appear to be 
neceffary to immcrfe the whole body in a warm bath 
during a courfe of mercury, yet that fome advantage 
is occaiionally derived from caufing the parts upon 
which the ointment has been rubbed to be well bath- 
ed with foap and water before repeating it upon the 
fame place. It may therefore be proper to advifc 
this to be generally done. 

In applying the ointment, fome have imagined 
that we need only lay it upon the (kin, and that it 
will enter the abforbents with equal certainty whe- 
ther fridtion is ufed or not. This, however, is by 
no means the cafe. I have repeatedly put it to the 
teft of experiment, and it evidently appears that ab- 
forption is promoted by gentle friction. This in- 
deed is fo confonant to general experience, that fome 
may be furprifed at my taking notice of it, nor would 
I have judged it neceffary if the contrary opinion 
had not of late been fupported by authority of fome 
weight. 

When the patient is able, the friction mould be 
applied with his own hands : Qtherwife it muft be 
done by an ailiitant, his hands being covered with a 
thin bladder. For want of this precaution, the af- 
fiflant is apt to be falivated while the patient is de- 
prived of a portion of the mercury. According to 
the nature of the cafe, from a drachm and a half to 
two drachms of the ointment mould be rubbed in 
daily, and it anfwers better to apply it at two dif- 
ferent times than all at once. For the purpofe of 
applying properly this quantity of ointment, that is 
from forty-five grains to a drachm, twenty or twen- 
ty-five minutes of gentle fri&ion is neceffary, the 
patient while under it being expofed to the heat of 
a moderate fire. 
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VI. Of the Duration of a Mercurial Cour/e, and the 
Quantity of Mercury to be exhibited. 

In the preceding parts of this fection I have enu- 
merated the different preparations of mercury which 
chiefly merit attention, with the dofes of each, 
which may with fafety be employed. I am now to 
offer a few obfervations upon the quantity of mer- 
cury to be given, and the length of time to which a 
courfe of this medicine fhoujd extend ; queftions of 
the firft importance in the treatment of the venereal 
difeafe. 

As falivation is one of the mofl obvious effecis of 
mercury, practitioners began very early to imagine 
that the morbid matter of Lues Venerea was carried 
off in this manner ; and at lafl it was generally be- 
lieved that a cure could not be obtained if a very 
confiderable difcharge of faliva did not take place. 
In confequence of this every patient labouring under 
Lues Venerea was made to lalivate ; and as it was 
thought tt> be of importance to have this quickly 
accomplished, mercury was immediately applied in 
the moft effe&ual manner for this purpofe. It was 
either prefcribed in large dofes, and thefc frequently 
repeated by the mouth, or frictions with ftrong mer- 
curial ointment were applied over the legs and arms, 
and in fome inftances even over the whole body. 

In this manner the fyftem was very quickly 
charged with as much mercury as it could bear, and 
for the moft part a cure of all the fymptoms was no 
doubt effected : But the fudden manner in which 
this great quantity of mercury was introduced, and 
the violent evacuations which it excited, together 
with the low regimen with which it was commonly 
accompanied, reduced even the flrongeft constitu- 
tions to a degree of debility from which they fcldom 
entirely recovered ; fo that a great proportion of all 
delicate people funk under it. 
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A courfe of mercury, conducted in this manner, became 
therefore nearly as formidable as the difeafe for which it 
was prefcribcd, and no other remedies being difcovered 
the fame practice was frill purfued, till a confiderable time 
after the commencement of the prefent century. About 
this period fome abatement of this rigorous courfe was in- 
troduced ; but it was not till of late years that any material 
innovation took place in it. 

This may be confidered as one advantage among others 
that might be mentioned, which we have derived from ra- 
tional theory. Some practitioners fufpec~ting that the fa- 
livary difcharge produced by mercury could not probably 
be the means by which the cure of Lues Venerea was ac- 
complifhed, and fome trials which favoured this fuppoliti- 
on being made, they foon came to think that all the fymp- 
toms of the difeafe might be removed with much lefs mer- 
cury than had commonly been employed. If the change 
of practice, which occurred as a confequence of this opini- 
on, had refted here, much advantage would have been de- 
rived from it. But this was not the cafe. In every at- 
tempt to introduce an alteration, while we endeavour to 
avoid one extreme we are apt to fall into another. The 
inconveniences and diftrefs induced by mercury in the 
way in which it had formerly been given being fo great 
that every patient was much afraid of being put under it, 
any alteration that was propofed for lelTening their fuffer- 
ings was mod: readily adopted, and practitioners perfuad- 
ing themfelves that it might be done with fafety, and wifh- 
ing to adopt the treatment of the difeafe to the feelings of 
their patients, they unfortunately allowed this to carry them 
too great a length. So far as the eafe and comfort of a pa- 
tient is confident with his fafety he is certainly entitled to 
it, but more than this he mould not be indulged in. There 
is much caufe, however, to think that this has happened 
in the change of practice which has taken place in Lues 
Venerea. Inftead of the full falivation that patients were 
formerly put under, and the ilrict confinement with which 
this was accompanied, a courfe, commonly termed altera- 
tive, was judgr-d fufficieht. In this, if the mercury is al- 
lowed merely to be felt in the breath, or by the flighteft 
forenefs of the gums, it is never permitted to go farther, 
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and the patient, in a great proportion of cafes, is allowed 
during the whole time that he is taking it to go abroad. 
That this will prove fufficient in many flight infections, 
and that it will even anfwer in many cafes of a worfe na- 
ture, if thecourfe is carried to a proper length, I know from 
experience is true ; but I alfo know that it ultimately fails 
in a great proportion of cafes that are more inveterate and 
of*long duration. Even in thefe it foon gives a check to 
all the fymptoms, and will often make them difappear en- 
tirely ; but wherever the fyftem is deeply injured, parti- 
cularly if the difeafe has attacked the bones, although a 
cure may in fome inftances be completed by fucha courfe, 
and in all of them may be apparently obtained, yet in ma- 
ny the difeafe will afterwards break out again, and in all, 
even the firft removal of the fymptoms will be protracted 
to a much greater length than if more mercury had been 
given. 

When I firft engaged in practice the treatment of Lues 
Venerea upon this plan was by many adopted in its fulleft 
extent, and I muft own that few went more freely into it 
than I did. The opinion of falivation being unneceflary, 
and that an alterative courfe was fufficient, had not only 
been taught in the fchools of medicine, but the practice had 
been adopted by many of our beft phyficians and furgeons. 
Beginners therefore went readily into it; but if others from 
farther experience have been led to form the fame opini- 
on of it winch I have done it will foon, except in the flight- 
eft cafes, be generally laid afide. The refult of all my ex- 
perience is, that I am now fully fatisfied that to render ge- 
neral practice in the venereal difeafe fafe ; that is, to guard 
as much as poiiible againit a return of the difeafe, a middle 
courfe mult be oblerved between the fevere degrees of fa- 
iivaticn which our forefathers judged neceffary, and the 
oppoike extreme into which the moderns have fallen. 

In cafes of a flight nature, that is, in the incipient ftate 
of mild chancres, what is commonly termed an alterative 
courfe will be found fufficient. If the mouth be rendered 
gently fore, and kept in this ftate for eight or ten days after 
the chancres are cured, no more will be neceffary. But 
even in the treatment of chancres only, if they have been 
of long duration, or not of the mildeft kind, and in every 
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other fymp^om of the difeafe, the mercury mould in a 
gradual manner be given fo as either to induce a very con- 
iidera )le degree of forenefs in the mouth, and which in 
molt inftan :es will be ar ended with an increafed difcharge 
from the Salivary glands, or when from peculiarity of con- 
futation this cannot be induced, we mould perfifl: in the 
ufe of mercury till the febrile fymptoms which it ufually 
excites are brought to as great a height as the patient can 
ca;i.y bear. It will generally indeed be perceived that thofe 
fymptoms of the d.leafe to which I allude cannot be cured 
but with fuch a quantity of mercury as perhaps in every 
inlance excites heat, quicknefs of pulfe, anxiety, and reft- 
leilnefs, and 111 proportion as the patient is able to bear 
thele in a greater or ielfer degree the fooner and more ef- 
fechiaUy will he get free of the difeafe. 

I have already obferved that I give a general preference 
to the method of cure by unction ; but whatever prepara- 
tion of mercury we make ufe of, it ought, in ordinary cafes, 
to be puihed in a gradual manner to the extent I have 
menLOned ,- and when as m ich of it is employed as is fuf- 
rijient for this effect, it ought to be continued fo as to keep 
the lyftem in an equal degree under its influence, not on- 
ly till all the fymptoms of the difeafe are removed, but 
tor fome time [hereafter. This will indifferent cafes hap- 
pen at different periods of a courfe, arid with very differ- 
ent quantities of mercury. It is therefore obvious that 
nothmg deciti e can be mentioned, either of the length of 
time to which a mercurial courfe mould extend Or of the 
quantity of the medicine that mould be given. Our fur- 
■ :t, and perhaps only guide that fhouid be trufled, is the 
ieiuit of experience in iimilar cafes ; and as the certainty 
of guarding again ft a relapfe* is a point of the firft import- 
ant nothing Ihould ever be left in doubt that may be re- 
quired for this purpofe. In all primary affections, that is, 
in chancres and buboes only, and where no other fymp- 
tom or the difeafe has appeared, I have found that a courfe 
of mercury concluded in the manner I have mentioned, 
nil continued for a fortnight after the fymptoms have dis- 
appeared, has at al times proved fuffjcieaitt ; but wherever 
the (km, throat, or bones have been affected, I now always 
ndvife the remedy to be periificd io for the fpace of a 
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'month after the cure is apparently completed. I cannot 
politiveiy fay that lefs than this would not do, but in a 
matter of fuch moment, where the health and happmefs 
net on y of the patient but of his progeny aie at Hake, it is 
better to exceed by giving occalionany lomewhat more 
than might be necellary than incur the lmaiielt nik or the 
poion bemg ever to appear at any future pencd. 

I ha' e (aid that m ordinary practice the mercury {hould 
be pirihed m a gradual manner to the extent to which we 
mean to carry it ; that is, a fmall quantity (hould be em- 
ployed at firit, and gradua^y liicreaied t 1. the full effects 
expe::ed from it are excited, by which we not omy avcid 
the inconveniences which alw r ays occur from a laination 
being fuddenly induced but are thereby enabled to throw 
in a much greater quantity, and t > keep the fyitem more 
completely under its influence auiing the whole courfe 
than we ever can do when much mercury is given at once ; 
and this, I may obierve, is a point of the firit impcrtani.e 
in the treatment of fyphihs, for whoever has paid attention 
to the fubjeclmuft have perceived that our luccefs depends 
in a great meafure upon the efiecls of the medicine ceiiig 
fully and regularly kept up during the whole duration of 
the courfe, and which can leldom be dene where it is not 
given in a gradual manner at firft. When the fever, fan- 
vatien, and other fymptoms become feveie, and v Inch they 
are very apt to do when the mercury is given in iaige qran- 
tities at fir ft, an interruption mult necetianiy lake place, 
and it is the effect of every interruption to protract the 
continuance of the courfe and often to deceive btth the 
praclti ner and patient. My opinion, in fhort, upon 
this point is, that our certainty of obtaining a fpeedy and 
permanent cure of any fymptom of LuesVeneiea is not 
mereiy in proportion to the quantity of mercury we em- 
ploy, but to the quantity which in an active ftate can be 
thrown into the fyitem in a given fpace of time. 

But while with a view to this I have advifed that in com- 
mon practice mercury (hould be given at fir ft in a gradual 
or flow manner, it is proper to remark that cafes are feme- 
times met with m which it is necellary to adopt adifierent 
practice. "Wherever the fymptoms of the diieaie are par- 
ticularly urgent, from their being deeply feaied in pans ef 
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much .mportance, and from the progrefs which they are 
making seeing rapid, v\e are juinhed in deviating from 
this general rme, anJ in applying the mercury in fuch a 
manner as will moll fpeedny get it in a very ample quan- 
tity thrown into the iynem. In this way a check will fcon 
be g.ven to the farther progrefs of the difeafe, when the 
medicine, during the red of the courfe, may be given in 
the gradual manner which I havejuft pointed out. 

Trie time to be employed in a courie of mercury, 
and the quantity to be given, are circumflances, as 
I have already obferved, that cannot with any ex- 
aflnefs be afcertained. They depend in a great mea- 
sure, as we have had occafion to remark, upon the 
eifets with which they are attended, but I may ob- 
ferve in general, that few cafes are fo bad as to re- 
quire the medicine, when properly conducted, to be 
continued longer than nine or ten weeks. In recent 
cafes four or five weeks are for the mod part fuffici- 
ent ; while in fome obftinate old affections, where 
the d >.ies have either been difeafed, or the ulcers ve- 
ry foul and extenfive, I have known it neceifary to 
g> on to the twelfth or thirteenth week. 

During thefe periods ointment of the itrength I 
hive mentioned may be rubbed in from the quantity 
o; three ounces to eight or ten. When the blue mer- 
curial piil is employed and properly prepared the 
quantity may vary from four or live drachms to two 
ounces, or even to two and a half or three ounces. 
Whenever thefe quantities are exceeded there is 
much caufe tofuppofe that a great proportion of the 
medicine has not entered the fy'ftem, either from the 
improper method of applying it or fome other caufe. 

The opinion which I have thus ventured to fug- 
ged of the effects of mercury depending chiefly upon 
the quantity which in an active Hate can be thrown 
into the fyilem in a given fpace of time, will, at 
firit, be doubted by many. Being contrary to the 
practice which now generally prevails, few may be 
inclined to follow it, but thole who do will have the 
fatisfaction to find that by means of it they render 
their patients much more fecure than can poilibly 
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be done in any other manner. By giving as large a 
quantity of mercury as the patient can with iat'ety 
bear, they will find that the moil inveterate 1\ rap- 
torus of the difeafe may be cured in much lefs time, 
and with much more certainty than they uiualJy 
are by an alterative courfe, which, however well 
it may be adapted for the cure of the fiighttr fymp- 
toms of fvphilis, is by no means fufficient for the re- 
moval of the more advanced ilagcs of the difeafe. 

Many practitioners think that the fame quantity 
of mercury mult prove equally uleful in whatever 
time it may be given, provided the mouth be kept 
moderately fore during the whole period. This, 
however, is not the ca{e. I have met with various 
instances of venereal fores, as well as other fymp- 
toms, which had either obftinately refitted a very 
long continued courfe of this kind, or which had 
recurred from time to time after a cure had been 
fuppofed to be obtained, and which at laft were 
entirely removed hy a much lefs quantity of the me- 
dicine being given in a fhorter period. What I wifli 
to inculcate is, that the more inveterate fymptoms 
of the difeafe will feldom yield to an alterative 
courfe of mercury, however long it may be pro- 
tracted, while the fame quantity of the medicine 
will feldom fail, when given fo as to keep the fyfc 
tern for a fhorter period more completely under its 
influence. I have now the hiflory of more than fifty 
cafes in which this actually happened ; where vene- 
real fores, from refilling mercury under an altera- 
tive courfe, were judged to be incurable, and where 
complete cures were afterwards obtained merely by 
carrying the ufe of mercury to a greater length than 
had previoufly been done. 

VII. Of the Regimen to be ol/crvcd during a Courfe of 

Mercury, 

It was formerly the practice and flill is in feme 
parts of Europe, to put every patient while taking 
mercury upon a low diet, and previous to the com- 
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mencement of the courfe blood-Jetting and purga- 
tives were prefcribed. 

When it is neceifary in a full habit of body to 
throw in any confiderable quantity of mercury very 
quickly, and especially when it is known that the 
patient has been liable to inflammatory complaints, 
ibmc previous evacuation is proper, and the patient 
during the firft part of the couril, mould be kept 
upon a low allowance. But in general there is no 
caufe for this, and the cure proceeds with leait dif- 
ficulty when the patient is kept upon his ufual diet. 
It is the effect indeed of mercury to produce weak- 
nefs in l'uch a degree, that if not counteracted by nou- 
rifningdiet, it is apt to injure the conftitution 'mate- 
rially. Of this I have met with fo many inftances 
that unlefs where fome flrong objection occurs to it 
I always deiire patients under mercury to live as well 
as a perlon in health ought to do. A full allowance 
of animal food would in moil inftances be improper, 
but I have never obierved any harm occur from a 
plentiful ufe of any other article that did not difa- 
gree with the ftomach and bowels. When mercury 
is taken by the mouth acid vegetables are apt to do 
harm ; but there is no caufe for avoiding them when 
the cure is conducted by unction. 

Patients under mercury are commonly ciefired to 
avoid wine and even malt, liquor. A great quantity 
of either ought never to be given; but in moderate 
quantities they may be ufed with fafety. Different 
opinions have alfo been entertained refpecting the 
propriety of patients going abroad while under mer- 
cury. So far as my obfervation enables me to decide, 
I think there mould be but one opinion upon the fub- 
ject. We are often obliged to allow venereal pati- 
ents when ufing mercury to go abroad, and to ma- 
nage their ordinary bufinefs, but I have never done 
ib but with regret. Expolure to the irregularities 
of the external atmofphere always does harm in a 
courfe of racrcur_y. 

It is apt to produce diilrefs at flomaeh, p?ins iri 
the bowels, and purging. This necefTarily impedes 
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the operation of the medicine, by which the cure is 
not only protracted but rendered more uncertain. 
I am clearly of opinion therefore, that this kind of 
expofure mould at all times be avoided. At the fame 
time I do not think it neceflary that patients under 
mercury mould be kept in a great degree of heat. 
On the contrary, much advantage is derived from 
their living in a large well aired apartment, and in a 
degree of heat that is mofl agreeable to their own 
feelings. Nay, except in the cold weather of winter 
and fpring, there is no neceffity for confinement to 
one apartment; and any unufual quantity of cloalhing, 
whether in bed or during the day, is altogether un- 
neceiTary. In fhort, much expoiure appeals cLviouf- 
ly to prove hurtful, while no advantage is derived 
from the patient being kept in an unuiual degree of 
heat. 

I th'nk it proper, however, to obferve with respect to 
cloathing, that linen IhoiJd never be worn next the ikm 
during tne uie of mercury; whether the patient iueats 
much or not it keeps the furlace of his body ^oidei than it 
ought to be; and it he is liable to plentiful penpiraticn 
he is even apt to be hurt by it. Fiannel {houid iewcre 
during the cold of winter and fpring, and cotton when the 
weather is more temperate. 

"Vill. Of Prof ufe Salivation and feme other Efftcls cf 

Mercury, 

We have already had occafion to fee that in the cure of 
Lues Venerea there is no advantage to be derned from a- 
n, r mcieafe that may be made to any of the fecretions. 
But we have alfo feen that the advanced ilages ol the dif- 
eale cannot be with certainty cured without luch a quanti- 
ty of mercury being thrown into the fyitem as very com- 
monly excites an mcreaied difcharge of all the fecietions, 
and particularly of the faliva. Wnen this continues mo- 
derate no barm enfues from it, but occafionally they come 
to fuch a height as to produce much inconveniency and 
diurefs. Indeed the readmefs with which mercury in fome 
cafes runs to the mouth is fuch that it is with difficulty a 
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fufficient quantity for curing the difeafe can be given; 
and it produces, I may obferve, one of the mod diflrefsful 
circumftances that we meet with in practice. 

The molt certain meihrd of preventing fevere falivati- 
on is the gradual exhibition of mercury in the manner we 
have already pointed out. Occahonallv we fucceed in 
preventing it by guarding againft external cold, by confine- 
ment to the honfe and he ufe of warm cioathing of flannel 
or cotton. But while in this manner we fupport a gentle 
and equal flow of the matter of perfpiration, fevere fweat- 
ing is to be avoided, which always proves hurtful, and even 
ibmetimes, as I have thought, more fo than profufe fali- 
Vation. But in fome cafes, even with all the attention 
that can be given, the mouth becomes quickly fore, and a 
gradual difcharge of faliva takes place much fooner than is 
expected. 

Purgatives are the remedies moft frequently employed 
for reuioving faiivation : I have not found, however, that 
they prove ufeful, and when perfifled in they never fail to 
do harm, for they weaken the patient, while they feldom 
have any effect in lelTening the falivary difcharge. 

Biiilers ha- e al o been advifed. The fenfe of fuffocati- 
on, which the fwelling of the falivary glands fometimes 
gives, would appear to indicate the ufe of bliflers. We 
do not perceive, however, that they have much influence 
upon the difcharge, while by the irritation which they ex- 
Ci»te they very commonly do harm. 

As fuiphur when combined with mercury renders it fo 
inert that it fcarcely ads upon the human body, many have 
imagined that it ought to have fome influence in leflening 
or removing the ordinary effects of mercury upon the fyf- 
tem. We do not find in practice, however, that theie 
views which theory fuggefted are in any degree realized. 
It has often been employed for lelTening the violence of 
faiivation, but few inltances have occurred of any advan- 
tage being derived from it. 

To me it appears that this effect of mercury is entirely 
bcai, and to be' cured therefore with moft certainty by lo- 
cal remedies. It is obvioufly the confequence of irritation 
produced by mercury upon the falivary glands: The 
dread, therefore, vV.iich fome have entertained of applying 
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local remedies feems to have no good foundation ; and ac- 
cordingly I have found that they may be employed with 
freedom. As a wafh for this purpofe lime-water proi es 
ufeful, but it requires to be diluted. A irrong infuiu n of 
red-rofe lea es, of gails, oak-bark, and other afiringents, 
prove alfo ferviceable ; but the molt effectual application 
I have ever employed is a throng folution of borax** A 
little of it being kept in the mouth from time to time proves 
exceedingly pieaiant and foothing, and a't laft has often an 
obvious effect upon the quantity of the difcharge. It 
may prove in fome degree ufeful as an aflringent, but it 
feems to act chiefly as a fedative by leifening the irritable 
irate of the falivary glands. 

It is evidently in tins manner that opium proves ufeful 
in removing falivation ; for although fome advantage is 
derived from applying it directly to the parts affected in 
the form of a gargle it proves always much more ufeful when 
given internally; A dofe of laudanum, fufficient to ahay 
the irritation and pain which always accompany a profule 
falivation, and to procure deep during the night, not only 
gives temporary relief but is the molt powerful remedy we 
can employ for removing the difcharge. When the un- 
• eafmefs is fe'vere the opiate fhould alfo be repeated in the 
morning. 

Where falivation comes fuddenly to a greater height 
than the quantity of mercury we have employed fhould 
give uscaufe to expect we are apt to be at a lols, and afraid 
of giving more left diftrefsful confequences enfue from it. 
- Iniuch circumf.ances, however, I have often found that 
although the ufual quantity of mercury was continued dai- 
ly the falivation was not increafed, and that in this man- 
ner it miglic be perlifted in till the cure was completed. 
This will not indeed be always the cafe ; but it fucceeds 
10 frequently, that in every milance a trial fhould be made 
of it, lor a cure may thus be effected in a few weeks which 
otherwife might be protracted for feveral months. 

It has alfo been remarked, if falivation excited in this 
manner be allowed to fublide entirely, that the lame, or 
even a greater quantity of mercury, may afterwards be ex- 
hibited without any nfk of the difcharge coming again to 

* Vide Appendix, No. 20. 
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a iimilar height. Of this I have met with feveral inftances, 
ib that the p acb'ce may always be adopted when it is found 
that a proper quantity of the medicine cannot be continu- 
ed with fafety from the firit. 

One or the moil diiirefsful occurrences which we meet 
with in this difeafe proceeds irom a peculiarity inherent 
in fome conititutions, by which even the fmailefl quantity 
of mercury that we employ is apt to rufh with violence to 
the mouth. This is particularly apt to happen where the 
patient at die fame time labours under the fea fcurvy. 
In this cafe our only remedy is the removal of the fcorbu- 
tic diathetis by a plentiful uie of acid vegetables and other 
kntifcorbutics, but where it does not proceed Irom this 
caule all trrat we can do is to give thofe preparations of 
mere lry that are ieatt apt to affect the mouth, and to pre- 
fcribe them in the final left dofes. In this view corroiive 
fubiimate in fmall quantities is particularly indicated ; and 
in fuch conititutions I have fometimes found that Pium- 
mer's pill, a combination of calomel and iulphur, and 
which m common practice no great dependence can be 
placed upon, has proved completely fucceisful.* 

It luckily happens, however, where falivation is thus 
eafily excited that the fymptoms of fyphiiis in general yield 
to a fmall quantity of mercury. Some of the worll fymp- 
toms of the difeafe will give way to a falivation induced by 
a very few grains of mercury. Even the uneafinefs pro- 
duced by nodes fubiides at once on the falivation being 
fully excited. But it is proper to remark that this firft ef- 
fect of the mercury will not prove permanent if it be not 
followed out with farther quantities, given at fuch intervals, 
as the itate of the falivation will admit. I have repeated 
ly found, however, that this may be done with fafety, even 
where a fevere degree of faiivation has previoutly taken 
place. In one cafe of this kind, where there were deep 
venereal ulcers on the (boulder and on the head, as well as 
a node upon one of the bones of the forearm, a violent fa- 
livation was excited by the exhibition of five mercurial 
pills, each of which contained oniy -one grain of mercury. 
This gave an entire check to the pain which accompanied 

Vide Appendix, No. 2i. 
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the node, and to the progrefs of the ulcers, and although 
other five pills only were given the falivaticn was kept up 
for eight weeks, when the fores healed and the cure was 
complete, no venereal fymptoms having yet appeared, al- 
though feveral years have elapfed. 

In the progrefs of a long continued falivation tooth-ach 
and pains in the jaws and gums are apt to occur, and they 
add much to the diflrefs of the patient. There is one ad- 
vantage that we derive from giving mercury in a gradual 
manner ; by beginning with fm.nl quantities and increaf- 
ing them (lowly the glands of thefe parts do not fwell fo 
fuddenly, nor is the pain which enfues lb fevere as when 
to large dofes are made ufe of at once- We aifo derive 
fome advantage from keeping the parts moderately covered 
with thin flannel. There is no neceffky for the head be- 
ing fo warmly covered as is commonly done, nor is it at all 
neceliary where thefe pains do not take place ; but when 
once they have occurred nothing proves more ufelul than 
moderate warmth. Indeed flannel feems here to be equal- 
ly ufeful as it is in the ordinary form of rheumanfm ,• from 
which, and from the refemblance which thefe pains to 
which patients taking mercury are liable in their jaws and 
head bear to rheumatic affections, I conclude that they are 
of the fame nature. 

Before a patient enters upon a ccurfe of mercury, if 
there is caufe to imagine that he will be long kept under 
it, and that a large quantity of the medicine will be necef- 
fary, we may fave him a good deal of diflrefs by infpeci- 
ing his mouth and removing any teeth that are either very 
I loofe or much fpoiled ; for teeth in this Hate never fail to 
^Jive much pain when the full effect of the mercury upon 
the m< nth has taken place. The points of teeth tii.it are 
ragged ought alfo to be removed, as they are apt to produce 
painful and troublefome ulcers en the contiguous parts as 
foon as they become much fwelled. 

Ulceration of the infide of the cheeks and ether parts of 
the mouth occurs alfo, and often in a very dlftrefsful man- 
ner from the mercury alone, where no teeth in this Hate 
can be difeovered. The molt effectual method of prevent- 
ing this is, to caufe the patient, from the very firft effeel of 
mercury upon thefe parts, or even before this takes place, 
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to wafih his mouth feveral times a-day, perhaps every two 
hours, with port wine and water, an infuiion of red-rofe 
leaves, or any other afhingent. In this manner we ftrength- 
en the parts againft the ufual action of the medicine, and 
it ailo proves uferul by preventing that fqulnefs of the 
mouth which in every couife of mercury is apt to t?ke 
place. Fig ea and other emollients are commonly em- 
ployed tor this purpofe, but I have not found that they an- 
fwer fo well a a aitrin ems. 

In fpeakmg ol the daierent preparations of mercury 
we had occanon to remark, that airnoit all of them, when 
given internally, ace ape to injure the (tomach and bowels. 
It .s chiefly tne >owels, however, which fuller from mer- 
cury, and they do fo in lome inftances in a very alarming 
deg.ee. L he p irging which takes p;ace proves not only 
pa n ill and deoint-ating, but onen exceedingly obfhnate. 
A. firit. tne difcha ge conhfts chiefly of foeces, but after- 
wards theie are fcnxed with Qime-, axid often with confider- 
aoie quantities 01 o.ood. The patient is alfo apt to fuller 
from a very frequent tenesmus. 

Fi a the fmnlar ty of fyrriptoms we fhould be apt to 
imagine that purgatives might De equally ferviceable here 
as in common cafes of dylentery and diarrhoea ; but we do 
hot had this to oe the cafe. We derive fome advantage, 
howeve , from (heathing the inteftines with a plentiful ufe 
of the farinaceous vegetables, and animal jellies prepared 
with calves feet, and lhavings of hartfhorn. Milk boiled 
to the confidence o: a jelly with wheateri flour, or flour 
of rice, proves iikewile an ufeful remedy. 

In preventing this effect of mercury upon the inteftine^ 
we derive moil advantage from the patient being kept in sT 
moderate and einable heat, and from his fkin being.cpre- 
ferved in a perfpirabie ftate, and fo remarkable is the in- 
fluence of this, that the il.ghteft check to the difcharge by 
the fkin feldom fails of inducing purging. The fad indeed 
is fo generally admitted that I would not have taken this 
particular notice of it, if a contrary opinion had not lately 
been advanced, and from which much mifchief might en- 
fue, were the practice to be adopted which it tends to in- 
culcate.* 

* Mr. John Hunter, whofe ingenuity and abilities are only to be equalled by 
his lingular opinions, does not imagine that the operation of mercury can be at- 
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Camphor proves fometimes ufeful in correcting this 
fymptom. It may be given for this purpofe to the exl 1 nt 
of eight or ten grains, thiee times a-day. Some of die ab- 
forbent earths, and kino, are occafionaiiy ufed with advan* 
tage ; but opiates, particularly when thrown up by the rec- 
tum, are the remedies upon which we chiefly depend tor 
removing the pain, and this is very commonly attended 
with a diminution of the difcharge. When a ciyiler of 
thin ftarch and fifty or iixty drops of laudanum can be re- 
tained it feidom fails to give immediate relief, but where 
the tenefmus is fevere whatever is injected by the anus is 
very apt to be inifantly returned. In this cafe opium 
Conjoined with kino, in the form of pills, feems to be the 
bell form of the remedy. 

It is here proper to remark, that although purging 
and gripes are frequent confequences of the internal 
ufe of mercury they are feidom obferved during the 
lpnge.fi: mercurial courfe where unctftm only is em- 
ployed. When the courfe is conducted in this man- 
ner loofe (tools may occasionally occur, but they mny 
be generally traced to the effects of cold and damp-! 
nefs. 1 have feidom obferved an inffance of fevere 
or obftinate diarrhoe from the external application of 
mercury, where the commencement of the purging 
could not be traced to fome other caufe. 

When none of the means employed for removing 
purging induced by this caufe prove effectual, we are 
under the neceffity of advifing a temporary fuipenii* 
on of the mercury, without which, indeed, all our 
rc medics will frequently fail. 

Profufe fweating, I have already noticed as an cf- 
fe^that fometimes enfues from mercury, and it ought 
to be guarded again ft with much attention. Nothing- 
tends more to induce debility and injure the conftitu- 
tion than a long continuance of this fymptom. 

The moil effectual method of preventing fweating 
is to avoid much warmth, lb that patients are icichun 

fe&ed by cold, not wtn by tbe patient being allowed to walk " in froft and fnow." 
Mr. lJunter does not faj that lie has praftifed this method, and 1 cannot avoid ob- 
ferving that nothing Ihould have warranted t^e publication of fuch an opinion but 
very ample experi nee of its being weli founded. Vide Mr. Hunter's Treatife 
on the Venereal Difeafe, p. 349. 
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hurl: with it who pay clue attention to the heat of 
their apartments. It was formerly the practice to 
confine patients under mercury to imall apartments ; 
to prevent as much as poflible all kind of accefs to the 
external air ; and to have the bed placed by the lide 
of a large fire. Thefe mealures prove detrimental in 
different ways, and they feldom fail to excite a con- 
stant and profufe perfpiration. The moll: effectual 
method of preventing this is, to keep the patient in 
an equal moderate temperature, in a large apartment, 
and even to admit of his going from one apartment 
to another, which, in moil inftances, may be done 
with fafety. A nonrifhing diet, a moderate allowance 
of wine, the free ufe of Peruvian bark, and of the vi- 
triolic acid, are the moft effectual remedies againll 
this effect of mercury. Bat nothing proves fuccefsful 
where the apartment is kept too much heared. 

In fome cafes the kidneys are particularly acted up- 
on by mercury ; but the difcharge of urine which it 
excites is feldom fo great as to injure the patient. 
Were it ever to do fo, the remedies commonly em- 
ployed in diabetes would be advifed, and of thefe the 
mod effectual perhaps that we could give, would be 
fuch as operate by promoting a diaphorefis. 

It is not an uncommon effect of mercury to excite 
an eruption upm the Surface of the body. In fome 
this appears as a miliary ram, fome what refembling 
mealies ; while in others it is considerably elevated, 
and feems to be produced by a ferous eifufion be- 
tween the cutis and fcarf fkin. In fome the eruption 
is partial, being confined to particular fpots, while 
in others it prevails generally over the whole body. 

This eruption or efflorefcence is not attended with 
pain, but the heat and itchinefs which accompany 
it are in fome inftances fo difterefsful that it keeps the 
patient at all times very uneafy, and deprives him 
entirely of reft. 

The remedies which I have found to anfwer heft 
are rhe internal ufe of opiates, conjoined with the 
application of flour, or ftarch-powder to the parts 
affected. The fun is kept fuflicientiy cool and eafy 
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by one or other of thefe powders being from time to 
time freely applied to the eruption ; and by a pro- 
per exhibition of opiates we lecure reft during night. 
In fome inftances, however, we are obliged to avoid 
the ufe of opiates; for although they may anfwer 
the purpofe of procuring fleep they tend evidently 
to increafe the heat and itchinels of the eruption. 
We find, indeed, that in fome conftitutions opium 
excites an uneafy itchy fenfation over the whole bo- 
dy, even where no irruption has prcvioufly taken 
place ; and it is perhaps with fuch patients only that 
it cannot be employed in the treatment of this erup- 
tion. 

The eruption to which I allude appears to arife 
entirely from the effect, of the mercury upon the fyf- 
tem ; but it does not feem to depend on any particu- 
lar preparation of the remedy. It takes place indif- 
criminately from all of them, and not more readily 
from unction than from thele preparations that are 
ufed internally. But there is a kind of eruption of 
a local nature, produced entirely by the friction em- 
ployed in the application of unction. r I his appears in 
the form of diltinct puflules, which in fome are ac- 
companied with a good deal of uneafinefs, while in 
others they produce no kind of diftrels. No remedy 
proves of any avail while the application of the oint- 
ment is continued, but the eruption may always be 
prevented by the precaution we have formerly given, 
of not applying the friction in daily fucceiiion to the 
fame part. 

IX. Does Mercury ever fail in the Cure of Lues 

Venerea ? 

This is a queftion of the higheft importance, and 
therefore merits our attention. I am difpofed from 
the refult of my own experience to fay, that mercu- 
ry under proper management may be confidered as a 
certain remedy for fyphilis, when not combined with 
other difeafes, or where it does not affect patients 
whofe conllitutions are ib reduced and debilitated as 
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to prevent the quantity of the medicine that is necef- 
fary to deftroy the virus from being employed. I 
know that lome are of a different opinion ; but I con- 
clude that they are wrong, from my never having 
met with an initance of mercury having failed when 
it was properly given, but where lbme obvious rea- 
fon, fuch as I have mentioned, could be afligned for it. 

Lues Venerea, as we have already had occafion to 
fee, is often combined with difeafes in which mercu- 
ry commonly does harm. This is particularly the 
cafe in fcurvy, and in fome degree with fcrophula. In 
the higher degrees of fcurvy mercury cannot be giv- 
en but with great danger ; and even where it prevails 
in a flight manner only, mercury cannot be employ- 
ed in fuch quantities as are fufficient for eradicating 
any of the more formidable fymptoms of Lues Vene- 
rea. When the two difeafes therefore are conjoined 
we cannot expect that mercury will have much influ- 
ence in the cure of any venereal fymptoms that may 
take place ; and I believe that we are often difappoint- 
ed in the treatment of the difeafe by the patient at the 
fame time labouring under a certain degree of fcur- 
vy, which although not fo obvioufly marked as to in- 
dicate the propriety of advifing an antifcorbutic regi- 
men, may yet be fufficient to prevent him from re- 
ceiving the full advantage of a courfe of mercury. 

I conclude this to be the cafe from the frequent in- 
ftances of the failure of mercury in the cure of many 
of the fymptoms of fyphilis, in which it afterwards 
proves fuccefsful when the conftitution of the patient 
has been reftoreel from a weak debilitated ftate to 
itrength and firmnefs, and which we ufually accom- 
plish by a milk and vegetable diet, country air, and 
fuch other articles of regimen as generally contribute 
to remove even the high degrees of fcurvy. 

Nay, I believe that a mercurial courfe when long 
protracted, is apt to induce a certain degree of that 
Very ftate of the fyftem which I now allude to, and 
which I conceive to be the caufe of the remedy being 
often found to fail where in this manner it has been 
long continued. Every practitioner is acquainted 
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with this circumftance, that a variety of venereal 
fymptoms, and more efpecially extenfive ulcers, will 
to a certain length do well under mercury, when af- 
ter a great deal of the medicine has been exhibited 
they will begin to remain ftationary, and make no 
progrefs whatever, although the mercury mould be 
given in larger quantities than at firft. Nay, in fome 
inftances they become worfe. The difcharge from 
the ulcers, inftead of being mild and purulent, as for 
fome time it may have been, will become thin, fharp, 
and corrofive, and the fores themfelves more exten- 
five. In this Situation a farther continuance of mer- 
cury very commonly does harm, whilft the 1110ft ob- 
vious advantages are derived from it after the conl'ti- 
tution of the patient has been refiored by the influ- 
ence of a proper regimen. We even fometimes find 
that a cure is accomplifbed by regimen alone, and that 
no more mercury is required, but this can only hap- 
pen where a fufficient quantity of the medicine has 
been previoufly given for the defrroying the virus of 
the difeafe, and where the ulcers which remained 
were kept up by a ftate of the fyftem, which mercu- 
ry, inftead of removing, feems evidently to promote. 
In the commencement of a mercurial courfe, and for 
fome time thereafter, it is a certain effect of mercury to ex- 
cite inflammation, and to produce that {fate of the fyftem 
which v we conceive to be the very reverie of what takes 
place in fcurvy. 'The pulfe becomes full and frequent, 
and the biood is firm and fizy ; but all who have paid at- 
tention to the fubjecl will have perceived that the contra- 
ry happens where mercury has been long continued. The 
patient, however full he may have been, is for the moft 
part much emaciated : his pulfe is feeble, and any febrile 
iympt-oms to which he may be liabie are of the low or putrid 
kind. The particular ftate of the blood in this fituation 
we have few opportunities of obferving, as for the rnoft 
part the difcharge even of a fmall quantity won!- in fuch 
circum 'dances prove hurtful, and therefore is not adviled: 
We have reafon, however, to conclude, that it is the re- 
verie of what takes place from inflammation, as the 111 oft 
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effectual remedies we employ here, are a generous diet, 
wine, and bark. 

This opinion of the effects of mercury upon the fyitem 
receives fome confirmation, I may remark, from the pu- 
trefcency which it evidently excites in the mouth ; and 
from the peculiar tendency both of mercury and fcurvy 
to excite a tender ftate of the gums, and a very foetid Irate 
of the breath, we have reafon to fuppofe that the effects of 
both are in fome degree the fame. 

This might be farther elucidated by various arguments 
which the extent of this publication will not admit.. E- 
nough, however, has been fa id for the purpofe of explain- 
ing the chief part of the treatment I have ventured to pro- 
pofe ; particularly that which relates to diet and other ar- 
ticles of regimen during a courfe of mercury. 

In fpeaking of fcrophula as an impediment to the action 
of mercury in the cure of Lues Venerea I do not mean to 
fay that the difeafe cannot be Cured in fcrophulous confti- 
tutions. We daily meet with the contrary of this : But 
we alfo find, when the fame fore partakes both of fcrophu- 
la and Lues Venerea, that we do not derive the fame ad- 
\ T antages from mercury as in fores purely venereal. In 
fuch circumftances, after as much mercury has been given 
as is productive of any beneficial effect, and of which we 
judge by the fores or other fymptoms making no progrefs 
towards farther amendment, our belt chance of effecting a 
care is to omit the mercury, and not have recourfe to it 
again till by the ufe of bark, cold bathing, cicuta, and other 
remedies employed for fcrophula, the difpofition is correct- 
ed or removed by which the Operation of the mercury up- 
on the fyphilitic fymptoms was rendered ineffectual. 

But the molt frequent caufe of our failure with mercu- 
ry in the cure of this difeafe is that which I have already 
had occaiion to infill: upon, our giving it in fuch fmall 
quantities as are not fufhcient in the more advanced ftages 
of the difeafe for eradicating the virus ; by which, although 
the fymptoms may all be rendered much miider, or even 
Apparently removed, they either do not entirely difappear, 
or if they do, are afterwards very apt to recur. This, 
however, is not the fault of the remedy, but of the method 
of giving it, and of which all who adopt the practice of 

L.°II. S 
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giving it in fufficient quantities will be convinced. Since 
I went into this practice, befide having had many inflanc- 
c of the medicine proving effectual when exhibited in 
thefe quantities, where it had previoufly failed, I have not 
as yet, and feveral years have elapfed, had a Tingle inflance 
of itis failure, except in fiicli combinations as I have men- 
tioned, or where the^conftitution was in fueha ftate of de- 
bility that a mfBciertt -quantity of mercury could net be 
byed. Bat even of thefe very lew cafes have occur- 
i I have no helitation, therefore, in faying rhat mer- 

c 7 under proper management may, with very few limi- 
tations, be conlidered as a certain remedy for fyphilis. 

fi 3. Of Guiacum. 

Guiacum has long been employed as a remedy in Lues 
Venerea. It was ufed indeed very generally over Europe 
f on after this difeafe came to attract the attention of prac- 
titioners. Being for iome time the only remedy upon 
which any dependence could be placed, it was at firft great- 
ly extolled by all who wrote upon it ; and from the tefli- 
mony given of it by authors of the firft reputation, not on- 

thefe times, but of later periods, there was no reafon 
to doubt of its being pofTefled of the power of mitigating, 
and perhaps of curing fome of the fymptoms of iyphilis. 
The powers of mercury, however, were found to be lb pre- 
eminent that guiacnm came at laft to be feldom ufed by 
i'tfelf, but by many it was, and ftill is continued as an af- 
fifte it to mercury. 

ffig feldom given by itfelf many came at laft to doubt 
whether any advantage was obtained from it or not; and 
fo n ; went fo far as to lay that it pofleiied no power whate- 
ver over any fymptorh of this difeafe. This is one, which 
among other effects, might be mentioned that refult from 
I a'bi and prejudice. 1 own too, that from the fame caufe 
I was at one period of this opinion, till I found by expe- 
] iment that guiacum in different forms could even by it- 
; emove many of the fymptotns of fyphilis. Venereal 
irlcers and blotches upon the (kin are the fymptoms in the 
rein ova i of which its effects are moll confpicuous, In 
three cafes of ulcers, and one of blotches upon the bread 
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and arms, all clearly marked, and in which mercury had 
never been employed, the fymptoms were completely ie- 
rnoved by the internal ufe of guiacum alone. In the pa- 
tient with blotches, however, the difeafe returned in the 
fpace of a month, but not in the fame form. In one of 
the others the ulcers appeared again at the end of fix weeks. 
In a third they continued well after three months had elapf- 
ed, but what became of this patient afterwards, and of the 
fourth, I do not know. The two firit were afterwards cur- 
ed with mercury. 

Although the refult of thefe trials did not. induce me ever 
to trull to guiacum alone, they gave furficient ground to 
conlider it as a remedy from which fome advantage may 
be occasionally derived when conjoined with mercury ; 
accordingly I ha r :e been led to continue, or rather to re- 
commence the ufe of this remedy in many cafes pf lyprnhs, 
for at one period, from the caufe I have mentioned, I had 
laid it entirely alide. 

I believe, indeed, that I would have been induced to 
place more dependence upon it, or at leail to have profe- 
cuted my experiments with regard to it farther than what 
I had done, if I had not been prevented by the refult of 
fome trials which Mr. Hunter alfo had made with it, and 
which lie publifhed about the fame period. By thele it 
evident!'/ appeared that guiacum has a confiderable influ- 
ence upon the venereal virus. I never made trial of it as 
a local application ; but Mr. Hunter found that in this 
manner it cured venereal ulcers, full in one part of the 
body, and afterwards in others, where far r aparilla emp^y- 
ed in a limilar manner had failed. He found too that ve- 
ry numerous venereal ulcers were removed by the inter- 
nal ufe of it, but after both trials the difeafe focn returned. 
Mr. Hunter's experiments were made with the gum, mine 
with an extract and ilrong decoction of the wood. The 
extract feemed to be equally effectual with the decoction, 
but as it has a ftrong tendency to aifecl the bowels I foon 
left it off, and employed the latter only. In thefe cafes to 
which I allude, as well as in fome others, a very itrong de- 
coction was employed, three ounces of the wood to an En- 
glilh quart of water, that is, this quantity was boiled in 
two quarts of water into one, and this was taken in the 
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courfe of a day, either by itfelf or mixed with milk ; but 
as it is apt to purge when of this ftrength, and is likewife 
difagreeably acrid, and as I never now depend upon it a- 
lone for the cure, I feldom put more than an Ounce to 
this quantity of decoction.* 

That mercury might not cure every fymptom of fyphi- 
lis equally well whether guiacum was employed along with 
it or not I will not pohtively fay ; but I am difpofed to 
think, and not without much attention to the fubjecl, that 
the cure commonly goes on more eahly when the two are 
conjoined than when mercury is given to any great ex- 
tent by itfelf. I am therefore in the frequent habit of 
uiing guiacum, particularly where the difeale is of long 
duration and has appeared upon the furface, either in the 
form of ulcers or eruption. It has alfo been much recom- 
mended for its efficacy in nodes, and for the removal of 
thofe pains refembling rheumatifm, which frequently pro- 
ceed from fyphilis. I have not found, however, that it 
proves fo ufeful in nodes as in other fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe ; and where pains only take place we can never with 
fuch certainty determine from what caufe they proceed, as 
they are undoubtedly one of the moft equivocal fymptoms 
of fyphilis, and there is no caufe to doubt of guiacum being 
a very ufeful remedy in cafes merely rheumatic. 

I have in different inftances found a ftrong decoction of 
guiacum prove particularly ufeful in the cure of thofe ex- 
tenlive ulcers which fometimes fucceed to buboes. In 
fome the guiacum anfwers by itfelf, but it proves more 
frequently fuccefsful, as we mail hereafter have occafion to 
mention, when conjoined with mezereon and fariaparilla. 

ji 4. Of farfaparilla. 

Sarfaparilla has been long employed in the cure of Lues 
Venerea, and from the refult of fome trials which I made 
with it I am difpofed to think that fome advantage may be 
derived from it. The trials which I have made with it a- 
long with mercury have been numerous, but it is not upon 
thele that any judgment can be formed of its real efficacy. 

* Vide Appendix, No. 22. 
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Neither have I given it often where mercury had not been 
previoufly ufed ; but I have had many opportunities of 
ufing it in cales where mercury had not proved altogether 
fuccefsful, whether from being given in too fmall quanti- 
ties, or from being exhibited without that attention to re- 
gimen which it requires, and in a great proportion of thefe 
it has been productive of evident good etiedls. I have 
found it particularly ufeful in thofe fymptoms which chief- 
iy afreet the flrin, fuch as blotches and the remains of old 
venereal ulcers. When mercury from either of the caufes 
which I have mentioned has failed of completing the cure 
I have in various mltances known it accompliihed by far- 
faparilla, where otherwiie there was much realon to think 
that mercury in a larger quantity, or given in a different 
manner, would have been neceffary. 

I have given farfaparilla in powder, in extract, and in 
decoction, but the latter has always appeared to aniwer belt. 
Not unfrequently I conjoin it with guiacum, and it an- 
fwers the purpoie of blunting the acrimony of the latter.* 

Sariaparhla and guiacum have both a tendency to pro- 
mote perfpirat.on. Beiides any power which tney may 
poiieis of acling diredly upon the venereal virus, they feem 
alio to prove ierviceabie where mercury goes too readiiy 
to the mouth, in diverting it from that outlet.* 

ji 5. Of ' Me z ere on. 

The root of this plant has long been employed for the 
removal of fchirrous tumours by whatever cauie they may 
be produced, and many have thought that it has proved 
particularly ufeful in venereal nodes, as well as in iome o- 
ther fymptoms of this difeafe. As I have not made much 
ufe of it where mercury, was not either employed along 
with it or before it was given, I cannot from my own ob- 
servation determine whether it is poffefled of the power 
of curing fyphilis by itfelf or not ; but from much experi- 
ence of the effects of it when conjoined with mercury, I 
can fay decifwely that in this manner it often proves ufe- 
ful. I have never known any advantage that was iurhci- 

* * Vide Appendix, No- 25. 
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ently clear and obvious derived from it in nodes, but it 
certainly tends to heal thofe ulcers which fometimes re- 
main obitmate after the quantity of mercury is given that 
we judge to be necellary. 

1 have already had occafion to mention that fpread- 
ing ulcers of this kind are particularly apt to fucceed 
to buboes, and that they often refill: all the remedies 
that we employ for them. As this fometimes hap- 
pens after a very full quantity of mercury has been 
given, and as the fores often heal at laft from the ef- 
fects of a change of regimen alone, 1 conclude that 
they are not kept up by any remains of Lues Venerea ; 
and as it is in this ftate of the difeafe that I have chief- 
ly obferved any advantage to accrue from mezereon, 
I conclude that it acts particularly by correcting that 
ftate of the fyftem which long continued uic of mer- 
cury is apt to induce, and which by experience we 
find to be verv inimical to the cure of all fuch fjres 
as the patient at the time may labour under. 

It feems to be in this manner that Kennedy's decoc- 
tion, and of wiiich mezereon appears to form a ccnii- 
derable part, proves particularly ufcfal. There is no 
reafon to fuppofe that any quantity of mercury is con- 
tained in that decoclion, and yet there is no caufe to 
doubt of fores of this defcription having been often 
icon healed by it, which had previoufly reiifted eve- 
ry attempt that wa£ made to cure then. Of this I 
could mention fevcral hiftories which have fallen 
within my own knowledge, but they are too long to 
admit of infertion in this place. This decoction, I 
may remark, appears to be nearly, or perhaps entire- 
ly the fame with the Lilbon decoction, for which a 
form is given in the Appendix'. 

In ufing this root it is proper to obferve, that the 
ligneous parts of it are altogether inert. The bark of 
the root appears to be the only active part of it. An 
Englifh quart, containing a drachm and a half of the 
bark, is a fuflicient quantity to be taken in the courie 
of a day, and even this, when the root is in perfection, 

* Vide Vol. I. Nos. ^6 and 47. 
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renders the decoction To acrid that it is apt to affect 
the throat. With a view to lelTen this acrimony we 
conjoin it with gum arabic, liquorice, althea. and of- 
ten with farfaparilla*. 

{ 6. Of Opium. 

Opium had long- been employed for the relief of 
that kind of irritation which fome of the fymptoms 
of Lues Venerea are apt to excite, but it was not till 
within thefe fourteen years that it was fuppofed to 
poifels any power of deftroying the venereal virus, 
or of curing this difeafe. It was firft employed with 
this view in the Britim hofpitals in America ; and 
Doctor Michaelis, phyfician to the Heflian troops was, 
I believe, the firft who put it to the tefl of experi- 
ment. 

Since that period it has been ufed as an antifyphilitic 
medicine by various practitioners in almoft every part of 
Europe ; and it has had the fate of almoft every new re- 
medy, or of every remedy employed with new motives. 
Some have fpoken of it in the higheft terms of panegyric, 
while others do not admit that it is capable of removing 
even the mildeft fymptom of the difeafe. In matters of 
doubt ail that authors ought to attempt is to Mate clearly 
what they know to be matter of fact, as it is from the refult 
of repeated trials properly authenticated that an adequate 
judgment on all fuch points is alone to be formed. As it 
appeared to be a matter of the firft importance to have a 
new remedy for the cure of Lues Venerea, and which was 
reported to act with much more eafe and certainty than 
mercury, I was one among many who gave it a very full 
trial. It was ufed in a variety of cafes and in different Mag- 
es of the difeafe ; but in no inftance did it accomplifh a 
cure, where there was caufe to fuppofe that the virus was 
not previouflv deftroyed by mercury. Sores originally 
produced by this virus, and kept up, as is fometimes the 
cafe, by irritation alone, and long after the venereal taint 
is deftroyed, are more effectually cured by opium than any 

* Vide Vol. II. No. 24- 
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other remedy. Sores which from this caufe have remain- 
ed obftinate for a great length of time, are, by the ufe of 
opium, often brought to a healing ftate ; and when the con- 
ftitution is not otherwife difeafed, they are, for the moit 
part, foon cicatrifed. It is proper, however, to diftinguifh 
between thefe fores and fuch as are venereal. Sores in 
this Irate are not to beconlidered as venereal. The vene- 
real virus, it is true, has acted as the exciting caufe, but 
this being deftroyed by mercury, they no longer depend 
upon this, and in fuch circumftances are to be treated in 
the fame manner with fores of a hmilar nature proceeding 
from any other caufe. In whatever way fores may have 
taken place, if much irritation prevails, opium is perhaps 
the bell remedy we can employ, but I have fiot found that 
it proves more effectual in fores that are the confequences 
of Lues Venerea than in fuch as are produced by any other 
caufe, provided the degree of pain and irritation with which 
they are accompanied be the fame. 

I fufpect much, therefore, that this diftinction has not 
met with fufficient attention by many who confider opium 
as a remedy in the cure of fyphilis. By acting as a very 1 
effectual remedy in the cure of many fores in which mer- 
cury had failed, they have been induced to attribute pow- 
ers to opium, which I have much reafon to think it does 
not poffefs, for I have never known it prove effectual where 
mercury had not previoufly been given. 

Antifyphilitic powers being once attributed to opium it 
was readily imagined that in proportion to the quantity ex- 
hibited it would prove more or lefs effectual. It was ac- 
cordingly given in large dofes, and thefe were more fre- 
quently repeated than had been ufual in former practice. 
Few, I believe, made more complete trials of it, or have 
pufhed it farther than I have in various infrances done : 
Beginning with two grains at bed-time, one in the morn- 
ing, and another at mid-day, and adding a grain to each 
dofe every third or fourth day, patients in this manner I 
have found could bear very confiderable quantities m the 
courfe of a fhort time. One of my patients who could not 
at firft bear more than a grain at once, in the courfe of 'five 
weeks took three dofes of fifteen grains each, daily. I did 
not find, however, that any advantage was derived from 
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giving it fo largely, while it frequently did much harm. 
It was apt to excite licknefs, head-ach, and giddinefs, a to- 
tal lofs of appetite, in fome an obftinate coitivenefs, and 
what was more farprifing, it acled with many as a fmart 
purgative. I never obl'erved this effect, however, till the 
dole came to the extent often or twelve grams ; but when 
this fymptom did take place from it, no attrmgent medi- 
cine feemed to have any effect in removing it, and it was 
only relieved by emetics and purgatives. 

I mult indeed admit that opium was takert by many, 
even in large doles, without any inconvenience or dif- 
trefs ; but being foon ferifible that it had no effect in de- 
ftroying the venereal virus ; that it proved in no other 
way ufeful than by leffening or removing irritation ; and 
that this refuked with equal certainty from moderate dofes, 
I have of late defifted from giving it in larger quantities 
than two or three grains in the courfe of a day. 

Opium conjoined with an emetic has long been known 
as a very ufeful remedy in rheumatifm ; and I have found 
it prove particularly ufeful in thofe pains refemblmg rheu- 
matifm which occur in the venereal difeafe. But the re- 
lief which it procures is only temporary if mercury be not 
employed along with it. For this purpofe laudanum may 
be given along with tindure of antimony, or opium may 
be given with ipecacuan, in the form of Dover's powder.* 

In fome cafes opium proves ufeful as an external appli- 
cation, whether employed as a waih for painful phagadenic 
ulcers, or in a folid form as an ointment ; but it does not 
appear, even in this manner, to acl in any other way than 
as an anodyne. 



* Vide Appendix, tio. 2$~ 
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SECT. V. 

Of the Cure of Lues Venerea, 
\ i. Of the Cure of Chancres, 

A DESCRIPTION of chancre is given in Section II, 
of this Chapter, page 8. The firii queibon to be eieier- 
miaed in the treatment of chancre is, whether the cure 
fhpuid be trufled entirely to the internal exhibition of 
mercury ; to the ufe of local applications ; or to both of 
thefe combined. 

A confide i able time ago I had cccafion to mention my 
opinion on this fubjecl, and hitherto I have feen no good 
cauie for deferting it.* My opinion at that time was, as it 
ft ill is, that chancres mould be healed as i'peedily as pcfli- 
ble, and that this may be done with fafety by comb.mng 
the advantages of local remedies with the internal uie of 
mercury. 

Many practitioners think that chancres ought not to be 
healed but by the internal ufe of mercury alone, and they 
give as reafons for this, that when external applications are 
employed we can never be certain whether the ccnihtuii- 
on is rendered fafeor not, white we can fcarcely be deceiv- 
ed, they imagine, when chancres heal foleiy from the tie 
of mercury. To this practice, however, there are d ffer- 
ent objections. The internal exhibition of mercury along 
w il not always cure chancres. I have known a per/on 
kept under the complete effect of mercury for many weeks, 
and the chancres for which it was prefcribed remain near- 
ly in the fame fiate as at firft. Nay, in different inftanc- 
es, where this practice was purfued, and in which the cure 
was truited to mercury alone, although the remedy was 
continued in all of them for fix or feven weeks, and un- 
der the belt management, as the chancres did not heal the 
mercury was laid afide on the fuppofition of the conilitu- 

* Vide Treatife on the Theory and Management of Ulcers. 
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tion being rendered fafe ; but although in all of them the 
fores were foon cured by the application of caultic, red 
precipitate, or forne other efcharrotic, in everai, fymptoms 
of pox appeared in the courfe of a few weeks ; in fome 
with ulcers in the throat, and in others with blotches upon 
the (kin. F;om which I conclude that we cannot depend 
upon the internal ufe of mercury alone for the cure of 
chai:res; nor have I obferved that it acts with certainty, 
Etmefs the fores are kept up by the virus having entered 
the conftitution. 

But the molt important objection to the practice is, that 
be ng much more tedious in accomplishing a cure, it cre- 
ates a greater ri k of the virus entering the fyitem than 
w 1 n the fores are more fpeedily healed by the ufe of ex- 
ternal applications, The practice of healing chancres by 
; 1 nal ufe of mercury only, originated from an opi- 
n that venereal fores of every defcription proceeded 
(V ,i the coaptation being infec'ted, and were this the 
cafe, there ri ght be caufe to confide* it as well founded ; 
but now that we know that chancres at fir ft are always lo- 
ca., an i that they are the fource of whatever matter enters 
the fy tem, it is obvious that the more fpeedily they can 
with propriety be healed, the lefs will be the nfk of the 
constitution being injured. 

Chancres might frequently be cured by the ufe of ex- 
ternal applications alone, and as we know from experience 
that the matter is not always abforbed the cure would in a 
few inftances prove permanent ; but as we have no means 
of diftinguhning when this is the cafe, while there is rea- 
fon to th nk that in molt inftances abforption takes place, 
we ought in no cafe to trult to it. In order to avoid the 
inconveniences of a courfe of mercury, it has been fathi- 
onable of late to truft the cure of recent chancres to local 
remedies, but I know from various inftances in which I 
ha ve >een confuted, that the practice is exceedingly dan- 
gerous. The chancres may be eafily healed ; but where 
mercury is not employed the difeafe in a great proportion 
of cafes'foon (hews itfelf in the fyilem. 

The m>ft certain, as well as the fpceclicft cure of 
chancres is to be obtained from a due attention to ex- 
ternal applications conjoined with a well regulated 
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courfe of mercury. By the former we arc frequently 
enabled to complete the cure in a few clays, which 
otherwife would require a great length of time, and 
by the latter the conftitution is rendered perfectly fe- 
cure. 

Chancres in an incipient ftate are moil effectually 
cured by the application of cauftic or efcharrotiesi, 
If the difeafed parts are completely deftroyed witi^ 
cauftic they foon become clean, and heal as quickly as 
fores proceeding from any other caufe and of the lame 
magnitude ufuaily do. 1 his practice is now very ge- 
nerally adopted, and the effect of it is io remarkable 
that it has never probably been laid aiide by any w ho 
have given it a fair trial. None, I imagine, have pur- 
fued it more fully than I have done ; but I find it ne- 
ceflary to remark, that in the uiual way of conduct- 
ing this practice it is liable to one very important ob- 
jection : the chancres to which it is applied, if they 
are not of long duration, very commonly heal quick- 
ly ; but in a great proportion of cafes the cure of the 
fores is fucceeded by buboes in the contiguous glands. 
For a coniiderable time I was induced to iuppole that 
the fwellings of the glands which thus took place af- 
ter the cure of chancres were more the effect of ac- 
cident than of the method of treatment, and that they 
would have occurred under whatever management 
the fores might have been. The frequency, howe- 
ver, of their appearance made me at lai'l fufpect that 
J was minaken, and farther observation made it obvi- 
ous that this was the cafe. 

As experiment alone could determine the queftion, 
I was refolved to employ this teft. Or the firit twen- 
ty patients who occurred with incipient chancres, in 
ten they were deftroyed by an immediate and effec- 
tual application of lunar cauftic, the remedy being em- 
ployed according to my ufual cuftom at that time, in- 
ftantly on my being called. Of the other ten, five 
were dreffed with blue mercurial ointment, and five 
with common wax ointment. The fores to which 
cauftic were applied healed much fooner than the 
others, and next to thefe the fores that were drelTed 
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with mercurial ointment. But to the ten patients to 
whom caftic was applied no lefs than eight had bu- 
boes, while only one bubo occurred in all the others, 
and it happened in one of the patients whole chan- 
cres had been drefTed with mercury. I thought alio 
that buboes appeared to be lefs frequent from the ap- 
plication of tauflic where mercury had been previous- 
ly given. This fell within my obfervation from time 
to time vtfjtfe^teitients who had taken mercury either 
of their own accord or by the advice of others, and 
appearing to be of importance I was relbived to bring 
it likewife to the teit of experiment, and the refult 
was as follows: Of forty-eight patients with chancres 
in an incipient ftate, and exactly as they occurred in 
priflice, one half was treated in the manner 1 have 
mentioned, by destroying the chancres with cauftic, 
immediately on my being defired to fee them, while 
all die others were put under mercury for eight or ten 
days before the application of cauft.ic. In every other 
circumftance the method of treatment was the fame. 
The diirerence, however, furprifed me exceedingly. 
Or* the twenty four treated with the immediate appli- 
cation of cauitic twenty were feized with buboes, 
while only three buboes occurred in an equal number 
to whom mercury had been previously administered. 
Thefe buboes did not indeed all terminate in Suppu- 
ration, nor did many of them arrive at any considera- 
ble fize. Being clofely watched, mercury was im- 
mediately applied for the purpole of diScui'ing them, 
and for the molt part it proved SucceSsful ; but there 
was no caufe to doubt of their being venereal from 
their bdng equally difficult to manage, and from thole 
which ended in Suppuration being equally difficult to 
cure with buboes which occur in the ordinary courfe 
ofbulincfs. At firifc 1 was induced to hope that Swel- 
lings producedin this manner were not venereal, but 
merely the effect of irritation excited by the cauftic, 
but it Soon became obvious that this was not thecaSe, 
and that cauftic does not deftroy the venereal virus 
So completely as is commonly imagined, while, by the 
irritation which it always in Some degree excites, it 
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tends often to produce buboes, which otherwife ne- 
ver would take place. This affords an additional 
proof to what has already been mentioned of the ef- 
fect of irritation in exciting the action of the abforb- 
ents ; and the effect of mercury in this cafe, by pre- 
venting the formation of buboes, tends farther to 1 up- 
port the opinion of this medicine acting as an antidote 
to the fyphilitic virus. 

In molt inftances buboes produced fftcnls manner 
begin to form in the courfe of a day or two after cauf- 
tic has been applied; in fome cafes even fooner. But 
I have known them take place where the glands had 
remained found for a good many days after the chan- 
cres were completely cicatrifed, and where there was 
no reafon therefore to iufpedl that any exciting cauie 
of buboes could remain. In thefe inftances I conclude 
that fuch afmall portion of the virus had been lodged 
in the lymphatics forming the gland, as required this 
length of time to excite that degree of irritation that 
is neceflary for the production of bubo. 

The fame effetl: appears to refult from whatever 
cauftic is employed ; at lean: this has been the cafe 
with fuch trials as I have made with lunar cauftic, 
red precipitate, blue vitriol, and corrofive fublimate ; 
and as the cauftic is more eafily applied, while it com- 
monly acts with more certainty, and perhaps with 
lefs pain than any of the others, I commonly give it 
the preference. Where cauftic is to be employed, 
my practice now is to pu: my patient previoufly un- 
der mercury for the fpace of fix, eight, or ten days, 
till there is full evidence of the medicine having en- 
tered the fyftem. At this time cauftic is applied 
over the whole furface of the chancre, however ex- 
tenfive it may be, in fuch a manner as to deftroy all 
the difeaied parts, and the application is renewed as 
often as the fores become foul or floughy. In fome 
it is not neceffary to ufe it above once or twice, while 
inotheis it rnuft be repeated in every fecond or third 
day, during a great part of the cure. Even where 
the fores have become clean cauftic often proves ufe- 
ful, particularly when they are ftationary, and make 
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no progrefs towards a cure ; in which cafe we may 
commonly make them cicatrife more lpeedily by the 
reiterated application of cauftic than by any other re- 
medy. 

When chancres are brought into a clean healing 
ftate a cure will for the moft part be obtained by con- 
tinuing the Life of mercury for a fufficient length of 
time, and by dreiling with dry lint, or any fimple 
ointment ; but that fixed or ftationary ftate to which 
I allude, and in which they often remain where cauf- 
tic is not frequently applied, is very effectually pre- 
vented by dreffing with precipitate or calomel oint- 
ment ; and in fome cafes I have employed for the 
fame purpofe an ointment prepared with verdigris.* 

In ail cafes of chancres the parts ought to be kept 
particularly clean, and the beft ordinary wafh for this 
purpofe is a weak folution of corroiive fublimate, in 
the proportion of one grain to feven or eight ounces 
of water. Where the fores remain foul notwithftand- 
ing the application of cauftic, but which does not of- 
ten happen where a fufficient quantity of mercury is 
given along with it, it becomes neceffary to employ a 
folution with a greater proportion of fublimate. In 
this cafe one, or even two grains, may be added to an 
ounce of water ; but this being tooftrong for applying 
to the contiguous parts, care muft be taken to confine it 
as much as polfible to thofe that are difeafed. In this foul 
or doughy itate of chancres, among the variety of dreffings 
which we are occasionally obliged to employ, the blue oint- 
ment prepared with equal parts of mercury and hogs-lard 
fometimes anfwers well, as it does indeed in almoil every 
Hate of chancre in which it is proper that mercury mould 
be ufed. For the purpofe too of removing this foul ap- 
pearance which chancres arc very apt to allume, and un- 
der which they never heal, red precipitate finely levigat- 
ed is often employed in powder, and frequently with ad- 
vantage. Calomel applied in this manner alio proves life- 
ful ; and it is chiefly in this ilate of chancres that I have 
perceived molt advantage to be derived from mercurial 

■ Formula: of thefi ointments are given in the Appendix, Nos. 26, 27, and 28. 
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fumigations. In all (light cafes of chancres a free applica- 
tion of caudic very commonly proves fuccefsful ; but 
where the lores are deep, extenfive, and very doughy, to- 
gether with the ufe of caufhc we are obliged to employ one 
or other of the articles which I have mentioned ; and when 
precipitate, calomel, and even verdigris have failed, I have 
in various mllances found that the parts have been render- 
ed clean, and brought into a healing date, by fumigating 
once or twice with cinnabar. 

There are two dates, however, of chancre which do not 
admit of this mode of treatment, viz. where the parts af- 
fected are either much indamed, or (how fome tendency to 
mortification. In all other fituations, whether the fores 
be upon the glans, prepuce, or frenum, or even within 
the mouth of the urethra, cauftic may be applied with free- 
dom. It may be proper here to remark, that when a chan- 
cre is feated upon the frenum, or beneath it, if it is not 
altogether fuperficiai, the frenum itfelf fhould be cut a- 
crofs. It is eafily done, no inconveniency is experienced 
from it, and it tends always to forward the cure. 

When the parts upon which chancres are feated become 
much indamed, Inch remedies fhould be employed as 
prove mod effectual in removing indammation. When 
the patient is plethoric, blood-letting in fome indances is 
necelTary, together with cooling laxatives, and a low diet. 

The parts fiiould be dreded with any fimple ointment, 
fuch as the common faturnine ointment and wax liniment 
mentioned in the Appendix.* In fuch circumllances too 
faturnine poultices prove fometimes ufeful ; but nothing 
ever gives more relief than the internal ufe of opiates. 
P.y allaying irritation they frequently tend more effectual- 
ly than any other remedy to lelTen or remove the indam- 
mation. 

In iO'i"ne cafe?, however, notwithstanding all our attenti* 
on, this inflammatory date of chancres terminates in gan- 
grene, while in others gangrene takes place where no great 
degree of indammation had been previously obferved. 
In thefe oppofite circumdances the remedies to be em j 
ployed ought evidently to be diderent. Where much in- 

* Vide Nos. 29 and 30. 
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flammation ftill prevails, blood-letting with other pans of 
an anti-phlogiftic courfe ought to be puihed as far as the 
ftrength and age of the patient can with fafety admit, while 
a plentiful ufe of bark is perhaps the belt remedy where 
little or no inflammation occurs. 

For the removal of inflammation, beiides general blood- 
letting, I have occaiiouaUy ventured upon the application 
of leeches to the difeaied parts, and commonly with much 
advantage. The bites of leeches may in fome inflances 
give rife to venereal ulcers, which otherwise would not 
have taken place, but little or no difadvantage enfues from 
this, as they heal by the ufe of the mercury that we muft 
neceffarily employ for the cure of the difeafe, while nothing 
proves fo effectual as local blood-letting, for carrying off 
that ^reat degree of inflammatory tenhon which in cafes of 
this defcription we fometimes meet with. 

Whether inflammation takes place or not, gangrene, 
when it arifes from chancres, proceeds with more rapidity 
than it ufuallv does from any other caufe. I have known 
a confiderable part of the glans deftroyed by it in the courfe 
of a day. For the molt part, if not immediately checked, 
euherby eeneral or local blood-letting, or by a liberal ufe 
of bark 'according to the nature of the cafe, it proceeds 
without our being able to put a nop to it till it comes to 
the urethra. In different inftances I have known the ure- 
thra laid entirely bare for a confiderable length on the 
mortified parts being removed; and where it begins upon 
the preputium, it proceeds in fome cafes not only through 
the ioofe (kin and cellular fubftance of the penis, but even 
into the corpora cavernofa. 

The moft diltrefsful fymptom which takes place from 
the mortification of thefe parts is the vent which it fome- 
times gives to the urine by penetrating the fubfiance of 
the urethra. In fome inltances one opening is formed ; 
in others we meet with two, three, or more, bendes the 
Sconvemency and diftrefs which this always occahons it 
adds confiderably to the hazard of the patient, for the urine 
in this manner finds accefs to the furroundmg cellular Un> 
Vol. II. U 
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ftance, where it not only gives much additional pain, but 
the irritation which it excites feems to be of a nature par- 
ticularly apt to create a difpoiition to gangrene, fo that 
whenever it takes place the mortification extends more ra- 
pidly than it did before, nor has bark and the other reme- 
dies' ufualiv given much influence in putting a flop to it. 
We derive moft advantage from opium. Whether opium 
here as an antifeptic may be difficult to afcertam : I 
, fuppofe that it proves chiefly ufeful by leffening or 
ing the irritation produced by the urine, for I have 
not perceived that its beneficial effects are in proportion to 
the quantity that is given. Small dofes, when they pro- 
cure eaie, feera to prove equally ufeful with the largefr, 
1 h they would not probably do if they a&ed in any o- 
ther manner. While bv means of opiates we endeavour 
to ieden the pain, much care mould betaken to prevent 
the Liritfe from finding accefs to the contiguous parts. 
Where it happens to lodge, the fafc which receives it mould 
be laid freely open, and the parts bathed with a decodion 
of bark, an mfunon of role leaves, or fome other antifeptic 
after e ,T ery time the patient voids urine. 

I have taken the more particular notice of this effedt of 
urine upon parts in this fituation as I do not find that it 
has been mentioned bv others, and as various cafes have 
fallen under my care ill which the moll: diftrefsful confe- 
quences enfned from it. 

Chancres are particularly apt to become gangrenous 
when combined with paraphymofis, but they do fo occa- 
fionally where no degree of this lymptom has ever occur- 
red. 

rhe mod alarming fymptom of this ftate of chancre is 
the haemorrhagy which occurs when the mortification 
arteries of the penis. No advantage is 
derived from tying. : thefe arteries with ligatures till the 
gangrene is completely flopped;; fo that in this fituation 
V a i ■ i . -J to truil to the uncertain eiieclsof afiringent 
appiicauous conjoined with moderare preJure. Preilnre 
m this cafe is moit etfecl tally applied by means of a fillet 
of inen or cqtton, paled round the penis, alter a leaden 
or fiivcr tube has Decti inferted into the urethra. 
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The point of mod importance in this flate of the d. fo - 
der is to determine* the propriety of giving mercury, or 
dejaymg the ufe of it till the mortification is over. It is 
the common practice to continue the mercury that had pre- 
vioufly been given for the chancres, and many e^ en j dge 
it necefTary to give it in greater quantities. In e\ e. / m- 
flance, however, where I have known this done, it has evi- 
dently proved hurtful; and having found from yarious 
trials tfcat the mercury may with fafety be laidalide during 
the progrefs of the mortification, I now never employ it 
tili all the mortified parts are removed. The fear ol the 
difeafe gan.ng ground from this, and an opinion or the 
mortification being of a venereal nature, and that rrercury 
is therefore necelTary to itpp it, is the caufe of its being 111 
general perfiited in ; but die progrefs of mortification is lb 
rap.d, when compared with the ufual fytnptoms of fyphil s, 
and it is in every circumftance fo different in appearance 
from thefe, that I do not conceive it to be venerea:. It is 
indeed evidently induced by this difeafe ; but in this rei- 
pefl the fyphilitic virus feems to act in no other manner 
than as the occafional caufe ; and chancres being at firtt al- 
ways local, I be:ieve, that in moil inllances the. fore which 
remains after the mortification is gone is not venerea , and 
that it would heal whether mercury mould be given or 
not, in the fame manner as would happen with a great pro- 
portion of chancres where cauftic has been freely applied 
on their firft appearance. But as we cannot in either cafe 
know with certainty whether the virus has entered the lyf- 
tem or not, the fafety of our patient requires in both in- 
ftances that mercury 'mould be given in fuch quantities as 
may be necelTary to effect this purpole. While mortifica- 
tion continues to advance it fhould be treated in the lame 
manner with gangrene from any other caufe, and w.thout 
any regard to the venereal difeafe : but as foon as the mor- 
tified parts are removed, the cafe mould be confidered as 
entirely venereal ; a courfe of mercury thould be aiviled 
and continued from a fortnight to three weeks or a month, 
according to the virulence and obftinacy of the fymptoms 
after the fores are cicatrifed. 

I have feldom, however, found it necelTary to di (conti- 
nue mercury during the inflammatory Hate of chancres. 
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Even where inflammation runs high mercury may be fafe- 
ly given. By ieifenmg the venereal irritation, it tends ior 
the molt part to abate, and even to remove the inflammati- 
on, fo that I commonly prefcribe it immediately, and per- 
il it in the moderate" ufe of it during the whole continuance 
of this fymptom. 

After the inflammation produced by chancres is gone 
they fail to be treated in the fame manner as if thi^iymp- 
tom had not taken place. When they are clean, and with 
a furface difpofed to granulate and heal, any common oint- 
ment will anfwer for drefling them, but when foul or doughy 
the application of cauitic, calomel, precipitate, and ver- 
digris are equally proper as if the inflammation had not 
happened. Verdigris may not* only be applied to chan- 
cres in powder, and in the form of an ointment, but in fo- 
lution ; and it equally tends to remove that doughy foul- 
neis to which I allude, and difpofes the fores to heal when 
they become ftationary. It may be ufed in various pro- 
portions, from two grains to a icruple in the ounce of water. 
In this clean ftate of chancres, when the cure does 
not advance, the application of ipirit of lavender, ar- 
dent fpirits,' or even of alcohol, proves fometimes ufe- 
ful ; and in fome cafes we derive advantage from ba- 
thing- the parts with lime water, a folution of blue vi- 
triol, traumatic balfam, or tincture of myrrh. 

One of thegreateft impediments to the cure of chan- 
cres is their taking place whether on the iniide of the 
prepuce or upon the glans along with phymofis ; for 
when they cannot be kept clean and dreifings proper- 
ly applied, the cure proves always both tedious and 
uncertain. In all flight cafes of chancre in this iitu- 
ation we endeavour to cure them by injecting from 
time to time, between the prepuce and glans, one or 
othef of the articles I have juff. mentioned fufricient- 
ly diluted ; but when the fores are either deep or ex- 
tenfive, the operation for the phymoiis fhould always 
be adviied as the firft part of the cure.* This being 
a meafure to which a patient does not readily afient 
it is commonly poflponed, by which a great deal of 
time is loft, and chancres often allowed to proceed 

• Vide Chapter III. Section XII. 
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deep into the fubflance of the penis, which might ea- 
sily have been healed without the hazard of this be- 
ing incurred. 

When an operation for this purpofe becomes necef- 
fary the prepuce mould be divided through its whole 
length. We are commonly defired to carry the in- 
cilion only the length of the chancres, but in differ- 
ent inflances I have perceived bad confequences en- 
fue from this. The undivided (kin is apt to inflame 
and become tight, and the pain from the operation be- 
ing nearly the fame, the other as being more effectual 
and not productive of thefe inconveniences, mould be 
preferred. 

When the cure, however, is conducted without the 
prepuce being laid open, befides a very regular at- 
tention to cleanlinefs care mould be taken to prevent 
adhefions between the preputium and glans ; a cir- 
cumftance particularly apt to happen when much 
inflammation takes place, and from which a good 
deal of inconveniency is afterwards experienced. 
This is molt effectually prevented by making fuch li- 
quods as are injected pafs freely round the whole fub- 
flance of the glans, and inferring pledgits with pro- 
per drelfings, and placing them between the prepuce 
and thofe parts of the glans that are affected. 

Chancres in the parts of generation of women re- 
quire the fame method of treatment as in men. The 
parts do not appear to be fo irritable, fo that they 
more readily admit of the efcharrotic applications 
which I have mentioned. In both fexes the cure is 
much promoted by confinement while nothing tends 
more to retard it than the fretting of the parts by mo- 
tion in walking or riding on horfeback. 

Where venereal fores form upon the mons veneris 
and externa] parts of the labia pudendi, or when chan- 
cres fpread to thefe parts, as they fometimes do from 
the nymphas clitoris, where they often begin they are 
commonly more foul and doughy than venereal fores 
in any other fituation : Neither are they fo readily 
cleaned by the ufual drelfings. , Befides a more fre- 
quent application of lunar cauflic they require any 
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efcharrotics that we employ to be ufed in powder in- 
ftead of being mixed with ointments. They even ad- 
mit of being covered from time to time with leviga- 
ted verdigris ; nor have the milder articles of this 
clafs, fuch as calomel and red precipitate, the fame 
influence in keeping them clean that we find them to 
have in venereal fores in almoft every other part. It 
is proper, therefore, in the treatment of fores upon 
thefe parts, that this circumftance be kept in view. 
Lunar cauftic is the bed application for chancres 
upon the lips. In this utuation ointments cannot be 
conveniently employed, we therefore truft almoft en- 
tirely to the repeated application of cauftic ; but in 
chancres upon the nipples the application of cauftic 
creates fo much pain that it ought never to be advif- 
ed. We are therefore in thefe parts obliged to em- 
ploy the milder dreffings, and nothing anfwers better 
than the common faturnine ointment, or wax oint- 
ment, with a fourth part of calomel. Some advan- 
tage is alfo derived from bathing the parts affected 
with a ftrong foiution of opium in water. It leffens 
irritability, by which the fores are more readily dif- 
pofed to heal. 

§ 2. Of the Cure of Buboes, 

* A hiftory of the rife and progrefs of bubo has alrea- 
dy been given in Seel. II. of this chapter, p. 8. 

Our treatment of bubo has varied and been impro- 
ved by the more perfecl knowledge which of late 
years has been obtained in the anatomy of the lym- 
phatic fyftem. Till this ; ;was acquired buboes were 
confidered as an effort ofvbk-e fyitem to throw off the 
morbific matter of the^ileafe, fo that in every in- 
ftance to promote their fuppuration was thought to 
be neccftary ; but now that it is known that they are 
not produced by any difeafe of the confiitution ; that 
they originate from a ftoppage of the iyphilitic virus 
in its progrefs to the common courfe of the circula- 
tion ; that by bringing mercury into contscl with the 
virus while in this fituation we can render it totally 
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inert ; and that fores the confequence of thefuppura- 
tion of buboes are difficult of cure, we do not hefi- 
tate to fay that it is the befb practice to prevent the 
formation of matter, and by a proper application of 
mercury, combined with other means, to procure a 
difcuilion of every tumour of this-kind. 

But although the advantages of this practice are ob- 
vious to ail who have given it a proper trial, ftill 
there are many who have not adopted it, as thinking 
that they leifen the hazard of the patient by inducing 
fuppuration in the fubftance of the gland, and after- 
wards difcharging the matter the confequence of the 
inflammation induced by the obltruction. 

We mull indeed acknowledge that this reafoning 
would have every appearance of being well founded, 
and that the practice of curing buboes by difcuflion 
ought certainly to be exploded, was it to be accom- 
plished by forcing the matter of infection into the fyf- 
tem, but as we have it in our power by a proper ufe 
of mercury entirely to deftroy the nature of the mat- 
ter lodged in the obflructed gland, and as we know 
from daily obfervation, that when accomplished in 
this manner the difcuffion of buboes can never be pro- 
ductive of danger, it ought in all cafes to be ad- 
vifed. 

The difcuilion of thefe tumours might often be in 
our power by other means than the direct application 
©f mercury to the matter of infection ; but we act 
with more certainty of doing no harm to the confti- 
tution by firft deftroying the active property of the 
matter in the obftrudted gland, and trufting after- 
wards to a proper courfe of mercury for obviating the 
effects of any part of the virus that may have palfed 
into the fyftem. 

On the firfl appearance of a bubo mercury mould 
therefore be applied fo as that it may with molt cer- 
tainly pafs into the obflructed gland. Hence it mould 
be chiefly applied to thofe parts lying between the bu- 
bi and the lpot at which the matter of infection was 
abforbed ; but in the ordinary feat of buboes the fpace 
lying- between thefe points is not fuificientfor. the quan- 
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tity of mercurial ointment that muft be employed* 
Where buboes form in the arm pit, or in the fore 
part of the thigh from venereal fores in the hand or 
feet, this may at all times be done ; but when feated 
in the groin, befides rubbing the ointment on the 
parts lying between the chancres and the fwellings, 
we alio apply it along the iniicle of the thigh and leg. 
When the practice pfdifcufling buboes v% ith mercury 
was firft introduced the ointment was chiefly rubbed 
upon the tumour, and in many inftances a mercurial 
plafter was kept conftantly applied to it ; we find, how- 
ever, that the mercury panes with much more cer- 
tainty into the gland by applying it to thofe parts from 
whence the lymphatic veilels forming the gland take 
their origin. 

But although a mercurial plalter applied upon the 
gland feems to do harm, by the heat and irritation 
which it excites, I am of opinion that a fmall porti- 
on of the ointment which we employ mould be rub- 
bed upon it. Although none of it mould by this route 
pals directly into the fubltance of the gland, ftill it 
will go into the fyftem, and the difcuflion of the 
tumours is in many inftances evidently promoted by 
gentle friction applied to it. 

In our application of mercury for the purpofe of 
making it pafs through a particular gland it is evident 
that a knowledge of the courfe of the lymphatic vefiels is a 
matter of importance ; but we cannot always apply it, as 
we have already obferved, to thole parts from which the 
greateit number of lymphatics of the contiguous glands 
originate. Thus in women, where the bubo is fometimes 
feated within an inch or lb of the feat of infection, which 
is the cafe where the glands upon the round ligaments be- 
come obftructed, as the lymphatics forming thefc glands 
arife perhaps chiefly from the tender (kin of the labia pu- 
pendi, we cannot with propriety apply the ointment to 
thefe parts ; nor can we in moll inftances in the treatment 
of buboes in men take the advantages of thofe lymphatics 
which originate in the glans penis in the internal furface 
of the prepuce or fcrotum ; at leaft wherever I have at- 
tempted to do fo, however gently the friction was applied, 
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{o much irritation was induced by it that there was an evi- 
dent necelTity for defining. In the fcrotum it is very apt 
to excite a fretful itchy eruption, and a conliderable degree 
of uneafmefs. In all thefe iituations, therefore, we- muft 
apply the ointment to the more firm fkin of the contiguous 
pans. 

When the full quantity of mercury to be employed can 
be rubbed upon the leg and thigh of that fide in which a 
bubo is feated, it ought certainly to be dene, but the cure 
of the difeafe often requires a greater quantity of the oint- 
ment than can be ufed in this manner. In fuch cafes we 
commonly apply it to the other thigh, but it may with equal 
iafety and advantage be rubbed upon the arms or any part 
of the body. 

From what has been faid, it will appear that we depend 
chiefly upon a proper application of mercury for the dif- 
cuflion of buboes ; but we ought by no means to truft en- 
tirely to this. When the patient is plethoric he mould 
immediately lofe blood, in quantity proportioned to his 
ftrength, and his bowels mould be opened by a briflc pur- 
gative. It proves fometimes ferviceable to repeat the pur- 
gative once and again : Cold faturnine poultices mould be 
applied to the tumour : The patient mould be kept at per- 
fect reft : His diet mould be moderate ; and where much 
irritation prevails opiates mould be given in fuch dofes as 
are fufficient for removing it. I think it right indeed to 
obferve, that in the treatment of buboes much advantage 
may be derived from the ufe of opiates, and that mercury 
will often fail if we do not at the fame time leflen or re- 
move the irritation and pain, for which nothing anfwers 
with fuch certainty as the internal ufe of opiates combined 
with a frequent renewal of cold faturnine applications. In 
fome inftances I have made trial of local blood-letting by 
means of leeches for the difcuuion of venereal buboes, and 
in fome cafes with advantage. In others, however, it has 
not proved lb ferviceable as this remedy commonly does 
in fwellings of thefe parts that proceed entirely from in- 
flammation. On the contrary, the irritation excited by 
the bites of thefe animals has in fome appeared to do 
harm. 

Vol. II. X 
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By a proper application of the remedies that have been 
enumerated we endeavour to carry off any inflammation 
that may have taken place in the tumour, while by a due 
continuation of mercury we fecure the fafety of the ccniti- 
tution. The length of time to which a courfe of mercury 
fhouJd extend for thispurpofe can only be afcertained by 
the eftecl's which remit from it. It ought always, however, 
to be continued till the fwelled gland is nearly reduced to 
its natural lize ; and when chancres take place along with 
it, the mercury cannot with fafety be laid aiide till the fore* 
have been cicatrifed for two or three weeks. But in at- 
tending to the difcuffion of the tumour we have no reafon 
in any cafe to expecl that it will be reduced altogether to 
its ufrial fize ; for lymphatic glands when fwelled from this 
caufe commonly remain for a great length of time, and in 
feme inilances during the life of the patient, lbmewhat 
more full and prominent than they were before. All we 
have to expect therefore is, that they fhould fall nearly to 
their natural fize, and be entirely free of pain. This be- 
ing accompiifhed, if no chancres or other lymptoms of the 
ife exiil, and if the full effect of the mercury has been 
kept up, it may with fafety be left off at the end of a fort- 
night. 

In buboes altogether venereal we commonly fucceed in 
removing them by difcuffion, where the patient applies in 
clue time and gives that attention which he ought to do t 
the application of the remedies; but in various inftance: 
we fail; and notwithftanding all our endeavours, the t 
mour proceeds to iuppuration. This may take place fro 
various caufes, but it happens chiefly from patients dela 
ing too long to aik for affiltarice ; from their improper man- 
ner of living, and being allowed to walk about when the 
ought lo be confined ; from their not applying the mercu 
rv with that care and attention which it requires ; and in 
many inrlances from the patient being of a fcrophulous 
confHtution ; by which, although the fyphilitic virus may 
1 e removed or dellroyed by the mercury, ffiil it is not fuf- 
ficient for the purpoie of carrying off that tendency to the 
formation of matter in the gland which the virus has pro- 
duced. 
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As foon as a bubo (hews any tendency to fuppurate, it 
is the practice with many to endeavour to promote the 
formation of matter as fpeedily as poflible ; but I have not 
found that there is any good reafon for this. By {till pro- 
ceeding with an attentive application of mercury, and with 
the ufe of cold applications, we frequently fucceed in the 
difcuflions of thefe tumours after they have arrived at a 
confiderable bulk, and in fome inftances even after fome 
partial fuppuration has taken place. Neither does any 
harm occur from the praclice when it does not fucceed ; 
for although complete fuppuration mould afterwards take 
place, we do not perceive that the procefs is retarded by 
the mercury having been continued, while the fores which 
enfue heal more kindly than they ufually do where the 
mercury has been previoufly laid alide. By fome we are 
told, that the ufe of mercury, during the formation of 
buboes, ought never to be advifed ; but although I have 
paid much attention to the fubjecl I have never perceived 
that in any inftance it has done harm, while, belides other 
advantages, it faves a good deal of time which otherwife 
would be ioft. Even where the formation of matter has 
taken place to a confiderable extent, and where it is there- 
fore proper to promote the complete fuppuration of the 
tumour by the frequent, renewal of warm emollient poul- 
tices and fomentations, (till there is no neceflity for deiift- 
ing from the ufe of mercury, which ought to be continued 
without interruption till a fufficient quantity is employed 
for the fafety of the confritution. It does not prevent the 
fuppuration from going forward ; and the fores which en- 
fue from the difcharge of the matter heal more readily, as 
we have already obferved, when no interruption has been 
given to the exhibition of mercury. 

When buboes have come to a (late of fuppuration it is a 
question with fome whether they lhouid be opened or not, 
for many have obferved that they frequently heal ealiiy 
when they are allowed to burft, by which the pain and ter- 
ror of the operation is avoided. The refult of my obfer- 
vation has been, that when buboes do not arrive at any 
great fize we fhould proceed with the ufe of mercury till 
they burft of themfelves, unleis where the teguments are 
unufually thick ; but when the fubftance of the gland is 
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entirely fuppurated,asthe matter, if thickly covered, would 
be a long while in getting out, and as it might in the mean 
time infmuate among the furrounding parts, in order to 
prevent the inconveniencies which this would induce, we 
ought certainly to make an opening into it; and in all 
cafes of large buboes we fhould not hefitate in advifing 
them to be opened. 

Our object in opening buboes fhould be nearly the fame 
as in other purulent collections. Such an opening mould 
be made as will afford a free vent to the matter, but there 
is no neceffity for making it larger. In very large buboes, 
indeed, the teguments are apt to be fo Icole and flabby, and 
the texture of the fkin fo much deflrcyed, that the cure 
would be rendered tedious was the fkin allowed to remain. 
In fuch cafes I fometimes difcharge the matter with cauf- 
tic, applied in fuch a manner as to deftrov any pait of the 
teguments that appear to be fuperabundant. 1 his, how- 
ever, is not often neceffary ; and for the mod part I have 
found that an opening made from the centre of the tu- 
mour, where the matter commonly points down to the 
moll depending part of it, is perfectly fufficient. Even a • 
fmaller opening than this would often anfwer ; but it is 
better to make it of a fufficient fize at once than to be oblig- 
ed to repeat a verv painful operation perhaps once and a- 
gain, as is often neceffary where buboes of a large fize are 
opened with fmall incifions. I need fcarcelv obferve that 
the opening fhould in every inflance be continued dewn 
to the mofl depending point of the collection From want 
of fufficient attention to this we meet with daily inflances 
of the matter being allowed to collect, and in tin's manner 
to find accefs to the contiguous parts, by which a great deal 
of diflrefs is induced, which, with due care at firft, might 
eafily have been prevented. 

This I may obferve is a point of the firfl importance in 
the treatment of "buboes, but it does not often meet with 
that attention which it merits. Patients under mercury 
being for the mofl part highly irritable, they feldom fub- 
mit eafily to have buboes properly opened ; fo that although 
the lancet may be entered at the moll: prominent part of 
the tumour, which it ought always to be, the practitioner^ 
if not firm and refolute, is often prevented from carrying 
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it to the moft depending part of it, by which fome fpace is 
left for the lodgement of matter ; and however fmall this 
at fir 11 may be, it ieldom fails of becoming more extenfive. 
This again gives rife to a great extent of ulcer, or to the 
formation of finufes, which very conilantly prove thefource 
pf much pain to the patient, and of diftrefs and embarratl- 
ment to the furgeon. 

When iinufes in this iltuation is fuperficial, and run lit- 
tle deeper than the Ikin, they are eafily managed. No rifle 
is incurred in laying them open, by which, if the conftitu- 
tion is healthy, a cure will be obtained on a fufficient quan- 
tity of mercury being given ; but they fometimes run deep, 
and pais fo near to the large blood-veilels of thele parts, 
that no attempt of this kind can with fafety be made. In 
iuch circumftances ail that art can in general do is to pre- 
ferve the external opening of the finufes fufficiently large, 
and by regular and equal preffure at the different drefiings, 
to prevent as much as polnble the matter from lodging. 
In fome instances I have derived advantage from inferring, 
from time to time, a piece of cauftie to the bottom of a 
deep iinus, and applying it gently over the whole internal 
furface of the fore. In others, the infertion of a fmall por- 
tion of ointment impregnated with red precipitate has 
proved ufeful. By removing the iloughs with which the 
furface of thele Iinufes are commonly covered, they tins 
excite a difpclition over the whole to granulate and unite. 
When buboes come forward to full maturation without 
much injury being done to the fkin, I have in different 
inftances, difcharged the matter by the introduction of a 
final! cord or feton, and the practice has iucceeded. This 
requires, however, the teguments to be firmer than they 
commonly are when a bubo is ready to be opened. 

It is uiliverfally admitted that it is of much importance 
to prevent the air from finding accefs to fores ; and as we 
fometimes obferye buboes ooze out the matter which they 
contambya number of fmall openings, and as thefe open- 
ings commonly heal eafily, I conclude that they do fo 
from their being fo fmall as to exclude the air entirely. 
In different inilances I have attempted to imitate nature, 
by making a number of fmall punctures with the point ct 
a lancet over the whole extent of the bubo, and for the 
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moft part with fuccefs. The matter in this manner comes 
(lowly off; the fides of the abfcefs contract gradually ; and 
when completely emptied, we find the whole parts that 
have been affected fufficiently firm without any fores or 
finufes remaining. 

When the patient has taken a fufficient quantity of mer- 
cury, if the conftitution in other refpects is found, the fore 
in moft inftances heals eaiily, merely by drefling with com- 
mon cerate, and by that attention to cleanlinefs which in 
the treatment of fores of every defcription is necelfary. It 
often happens however that the cure of thefe fores proves 
tedious, notwithstanding all the attention that we can give 
to them. Their edges become hard, livid, and often re- 
torted ; the matter thin, fharp, and foetid ; and in Head of 
healing, the ulceration gradually extends, or, if it heals in 
fome parts it breaks out in others, giving a honey-comb ap- 
pearance to all the contiguous parts. In fome inftances 
the tendency to this depafcent kind of fore is lo great 
that it foon fpreads over all the under part of the 
abdomen, and upper parts of the thigh; in fome ca- 
fes by the matter being fo acrid as to corrode and de- 
ftroy all the contiguous parts with which it comes in 
contact, and in others by fpreading beneath the fkin, 
and burftlng out from time to time in a variety of 
fmall ulcers. 

The fituation of patients with fores of this defcrip- 
tion is often very deplorable. The pain with which 
they are attended is commonly fevere ; the acrid mat- 
ter which they afford being abforbed, hectic fever is 
thereby induced ; the patient becomes hot and reft- 
lefs through the night ; and almoft a total want of 
appetite renders them foon much emaciated. 

In fuch circumflances cicuta has fometimes proved 
ufeful ; and in different inftances the fores have been 
healed by it when no advantage w r as derived from a- 
ny kind of ointment. In thefe cafes it was applied in 
the form of poultices, commonly by mixing the juice 
of the frefh herb with emollient cataplafms. I have 
alfoobferved that the recent expreffed juice has, for 
internal ufe, proved more effectual than any other 
form of it. I have employed hyocyamus and bella- 
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dona fully, but feldom with any material advantage. 
Neither have I in thefe cafes obferved any obvious be- 
nefit from farfaparilla ; but in different inftances me- 
zereon, guiacuni, and farfaparilla combined have pro- 
ved ufcful, when exhibited in the manner I have al- 
ready mentioned. 

The moft effectual courfe, however, which I have 
employed, is the application of cauflic round all the 
edges and hardened parts of the fores, conjoined with 
the internal ufe of opium. For a confiderable time I 
traded entirely to dreflings of the emollient kind, be- 
ing afraid of irritating parts already highly fenlible. 
In fome cafes a faturnine ointment has proved fuccefs- 
ful, and in others the common calamine cerate has an- 
fwered ; but in moft inftances, on thofe days in which 
cauftic is not applied I have found more advantage 
from dreffing with ointments prepared with a confi- 
derable proportion of calomel, red precipitate, or ver- 
digris*. In fome cafes it is neceffary to fprinkle thefe 
articles over the fores in the form of powder, but for 
the moft part they are fufhxiently powerful when 
mixed with ointments. Inftead of exciting pain, as 
thofe not accuftomed to ufe them are apt to fufpecT, 
they commonly remove it ; and they feldom fail to al- 
ter the difcharge from a thin acrid fanies, to a well 
digefted pus. 

The application of lunar cauftic indeed always ex- 
cites pain at firft, but this foon fubfides, efpecially 
when the internal exhibition of opium is advifed a- 
long with it. Indeed opium of itfelf proves often ufe- 
ful in fores of this defcription, not by ailing, as fome 
have imagined, as an antifyphilitic remedy but by re- 
moving, as I have already hadoccafion to obferve,that 
pain and irritation with which fores difcharging a- 
crid matter are ufually accompanied. By removing 
this ftate of irritability it deftroys the difpofition in 
the veffels of the fore to form that kind of matter, 
which, by its own acrimony, ferves to perpetuate the 
ulceration ; and this being accomplished, when no 

* Vice Appendix, Nos. 26, 27, 28. 



lit OfthiGurs Ch. IV. 

other interruption takes place, nature alone feldom 
fails to complete the cure. 

In fome inftances I have known fores in this fitua- 
tion which rehired every other remedy foon healed 
by being fumigated from time to time with cinnabar : 
In others warm falt-water bathing, and afterward the 
ordinary form of fea-bathing has proved ufeful ; while 
in fome a cure has not been obtained but with an en- 
tire change of regimen. Where the patient has prc- 
vioufly lived upon milk and vegetables a moderate al- 
lowance of wine and animal food has proved fervice- 
ab'le, while thofe who have prcvioufly been accuftom- 
ed to full living have derived much advantage from 
a diet confiding altogether of vegetables and milk. In 
ail fiieh cafes country air proves particularly ufeful. 

Where mercurial fumigations are employed for the cure 
of thefe fores they fhould be conveyed to the parts affected 
by metallic tubes, and kept applied to them for the fpace 
of twenty-five minutes or half an hour at once, and this 
fhould be repeated every fecond or third day, for fix or 
eight times. 

For fome time paft I have been making trial of the mu- 
riated barytes, a remedy lately brought into notice by the 
ingenious Dr. Crawford of London.* I hefe trials have 
been chiefly confined to fores and tumours produced by 
fcroprmla, but I have alfo made ufe of it in fome of thofe 
fpreading ulcers which we are now confidering, after there 
was no caufe to doubt of the fyphilitic virus being eradi- 
cated, and in fome inftances I think with advantage. I 
nave not as yet, however, given it in a furficient number 
of cafes to be able to fpeak of it with precifion. 

Befides this ftate of bubo there is another which in fome 
inftances proves very diftrefsful, in which the tumour, af- 
ter arriving at a confiderable bulk, remains nearly flation- 
ary, and (hews no tendency either to fuppurate or diffolve, 
notwithftanding of all the remedies we may employ. 

For the moll part this indolent ftate of bubo depends up- 
on the patient being of a fcrophulous conftitution ; but 
whatever may be the caufe, cur firft objeel fliould be to 

* Vide Appendix, No. 12. 
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employ that quantity of mercury which may appear to be 
needfary for rendering the fyftem fafe. 

Unction affords here likewife the bed: form of ufing mer- 
cury ; by making it pafs through the difeafed parts difcuf- 
fion of the tumour is more readily accomplifhed than when 
the medic, ne is given by the mouth. Even this, however, 
will in fome initances be continued without any advantage 
for a great length of time- In fuch circumftances I have 
in various cafes advifed blifters to be repeatedly applied 
over the tumours. They never do harm, and in fome cafes 
they have proved evidently ufeful. In others ele&ncity 
has proved ferviceable, but it is necelTary to continue it 
for ieveral weeks in order to judge of its influence ; and 
it ought to be continued longer at each time of applying 
it than is ufually done. In four cafes of indolent tumours 
where electricity proved iuccefsful, and two of thefe were 
of the kind we are now confidering, no advantage was de- 
rived from the common way of ufmg it. In all of thefe it 
was applied for the fpace of half an hour at once ; this was 
repeated three times a-day, and at each application fparks 
were not only taken from the furface of the tumours, but 
gentle fhocks were paffed through them. For the firft two 
or three weeks fcarcely any alteration was perceived in any 
of them, but they all decreafed fuddenly at laff. One of 
them of confiderable fize, which had been of eight months 
duration, and in fome parts of which matter feemed to have 
formed, was reduced to the fourth part of its bulk in the 
eourfe of a few days from the period at which it began to 
diminifh. In this itate of thefe tumours a long continued 
ufe of cicuta proves fometimes ferviceable ; and I have 
ieen evident advantages from fea-bathing, and from drink- 
ing as much fait water daily as the patient can bear with- 
out being much purged. 

Before entering upon the ufe of cold bathing I have id 
fome cafes advifed warm fait water to be poured upon the* 
fweiling morning and evening, for the fpace of two or three, 
weeks, and for the molt part it has appeared to prove ufe- 
ful. 

In the eourfe of time buboes in this flate fometimes be- 
come foft, and (hew a tendency to fuppurate, although they 
may not have done fo before. It is here that I have ob«* 

Vol. II. Y 
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ferved the warm gum plafters prove moit nfeful. By Sti- 
mulating the veffels of the difeafed parts they feem to ex- 
cite that kind of effufion which readily proceeds to a flate 
of purulency. 

But the molt alarming circumflance to patients with tu- 
mours in this indolent irate, is, a fufpicion which they are 
apt to entertain that they mayfome time or other end in 
cancer. This is, however, fo rare an occunence, that it 
fhould fcarcely give any caufe of alarm. The phagademc 
fores which occafionally fucceed to buboes, and ot which 
we have already taken notice, fometimes put on a cancer- 
ous appearance, but the real fchirrus which terminates in 
cancer is rarely if ever theconfequence of a venereal bubo. 
In different instances I have been confulted for indolent 
tumours in thefe parts on fuipicieion of their being can- 
cerous, but I conclude that they are feldom or never of 
this nature, from all of them having done well where the 
patients have been perfuaded not to meddle with them. 
They often indeed remain considerably enlarged for a great 
length of time ; but when they do not ulcerate no danger 
is to be dreaded. Wherever parts in this iituation, how- 
ever, become cancerous, they ougnt to be extirpated while 
they remain in a moveable irate. 

§ 3* Of the Cure of Venereal Ulcers, 

In the two preceding feclions we have treated of the cure 
of chancres, and of thofe ulcers which fucceed to buboes, 
both of which, but particularly the firft, may be coniider- 
ed as primary fymptoms of the difeafe, as they may take 
place without the fyftem being in any degree injured. At 
prelent we have to conSider the treatment of thofe ulcers 
which originate from the fvphilitic virus having entered 
the constitution, and of which a defcription has been given 
in the fecond lection of this chapter, page 34. 

In the management of thefe ulcers our chief dependence 
h upon a well-regulated cousfe of mercury ; and I believe, 
that in general it is the belt practice to trutt in the'firfr in- 
ftance to mercury alone, and not to haften the healing of 
the fores by any other means than the application of mild 
di eflings and due attention to cleanlinefs. Under this treat- 
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ment we reft aTured that the cure is altogether accompldh- 
ed by the defhutfLon of the virus, which mart always iea 
more doubtful queition where caufUc remedies have been 
employed. 

Trie re are fome exceptions, however, to this, and I con- 
fider it as ot much importance in practice that they oe kept 
in view. Venereal iotes mav be o iituated, and in iuch 
a ftate that their farther progrefs may be attended with the 
lo's ot parts materially necelfary for life, or for the future 
comfort of the patient, as is the cafe with ulcers that have 
already penetrated deep in the throat, mouth, nofe, lips, 
or face. In ad thefe lituations, particularly in the throat, 
nofe, and lips, they ufualiy proceed with more rapidity 
than in other parts of the body, fo that by trufting to the 
internal uie of mercury alone fuch a deftruction of parts 
often takes place as proves afterwards highly diftrefsful. 
On this account the cure ought to be flattened as much as 
pollibie by the ufe of fuch drelTmgs as we find from expe- 
rience prove molt effectual ; and no harm can enfue from 
this being conjoined with whatever quantity of mercury 
may be required. 

In all fores truly venereal, wherever they may be iituat- 
ed, the parts are moft fpeedily brought to a healing condi- 
tion by a free application of cauftic, but the practice has 
feldom, I believe, been conlidered as applicable to ulcers 
in the mouth, throat, or internal parts of the nofe. For 
many years paft, however, I have been in the practice of 
ufmg cauftic as well as other efcharrotics in the cure of 
thefe ulcers with the greateft freedom. No danger has 
ever enfued from it ; and in various inftances it has con- 
tributed to fave the uvula and other parts of the throat, 
which otherwise were in great danger of being deftroyed. 
Caultic fixed in a tube fix or feven inches in length may 
be ealily conveyed to any part of the mouth or throat, and 
the tube anfwers the purpofe whether it be curved or 
ftraight. Cauftic excites lefs pain in thefe parts than it 
ufualiy does in other parts of the body, and it ieidom fails 
to remove the irritation which accompani^s-thele ul- 
cers, and in this manner to difpofe them to heal. One 
application feldom proves luffictent. Till the mercu- 
ry has completely entered the fyflem, it requires to 
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be repeated once and again, perhaps every fecond or 
third day, and in the intermediate days I caufe the 
parts to be touched occaiionalJy either with a weak 
iblution of corrofive fublimate or with a ftrong im- 
pregnation of honey with mercury, which in all lores 
of this defcription is a very ufeful application.* 

In the defcription which I have given of the vene- 
real fore throat, page 30 of this volume, I have en- 
deavoured to point out marks of diftindtion between 
it and affections of the throat, the confequences of 
other caufes, and particularly thofe by which it may 
be diftinguifhed from ulcerations of the mouth and 
throat which mercury is apt to induce. Among other 
means of diftin&ion may be mentioned the different 
effects produced upon them by cauftic. In the true 
Venereal ulcer, after the fir ft irritation which it ex- 
cites is over, a good deal of relief is obtained from it, 
and the parts foon afTume a clean healing appearance ; 
whereas, in fores induced by mercury the application 
of cauftic not only gives very intenfe pain at firft, but 
this is apt to continue for a confiderable time, while 
the fores retain nearly the fame appearances, however 
frequently the remedy may be repeated. 

In the nofe and outer parts of the lips, thefe ulcers 
befides being touched with cauftic, may be drefted 
with ointments impregnated with calomel, red preci- 
pitate, and even with verdigris 5 but thefe remedies 
are inadmilTible to the throat and infide of the mouth 
from the danger that would enfuc from their paifing 
into the ftomach. 

Even in venereal ulcers of other parts of the body 
we are often obliged at laft to employ remedies of this 
clafs. For the moft part they become clean foon after 
mercury is taken in fufficient quantity for rendering 
the mouth fore, and they frequently heal, merely by 
continuing the courfe of mercury for a fufficient length 
of time. But this docs not always happen ; for al- 
though the fores may become clean, and even con- 
trail:, they are very apt to become ftationary at laft j 

Vide Appendix. No. f* 
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and do not {how any difpofition to heal, however long 
the mercury may be continued. When we perceive 
this to be the caie, the mild dreflings which we em- 
ployed at firft fhould be laid alide. The parts mould 
be completely touched with lunar cauftic every fecond 
or third day, and at other times drefled with calomel, 
or red precipitate ointment. In lome cales we fuccecd 
by bathing with a weak folution of corrofive fubli- 
matc, or verdigris ; but the ointments for the molt 
part prove more effectual. 

By thus connecting a regular attention to the ex- 
ternal management of the lores, with a due pcrfeve- 
rance in the ule of mercury, we very commonly prove 
fuccefsful at laft ; but even this does not always an- 
iwer. In lbme inftances, the ulcers inftead of becom- 
ing clean and putting on a healing appearance, remain 
foul and equally extenfive as at firft. 

In fuch circumftances we fometimes fucceed by chan- 
ging the preparation of mercury, and in others by 
making lbme variety in the dreifings applied to the 
fores. We fhould not, therefore, reft fatisfied with 
one mode of treatment, but where no advantage is ob- 
tained from the fecond or third variation of the reme- 
dies, particularly if the cauftic has been fuhiciently 
powerful, and the mouth kept for a due length of time 
completely fore with the mercury, we may in that 
cafe be affured either that fome other difeafe prevails 
in the fyftem or that the fores are rendered obftinate 
by an affection of the contiguous parts. 

Scrophula and fcurvy are the diieafes of the confti- 
tution by which the cure of thefe fores is moft apt to 
be obftru&ed. Venereal ulcers will no doubt heal in 
fcrophulous conftitHtions. Of this we have daily in- 
ftanccs ; but it is equally certain that the contrary of- 
ten happens, and with fuch certainty does fcurvy ob- 
ftrucl: the operation of mercury that a cure can fcarce- 
ly be obtained as we have already obferved, of any 
of the more inveterate fymptoms of fyphilis while 
the fcorbutic diathefis exift in any confiderable de- 
gree. Where either of thefe difeafes is therefore found 
to be the caufe of our failure, thole remedies mult be 
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employed which prove mod fuccelsful in removing 
them, but having already in different parts of this 
work had occafion to fpeak particularly upon thisfub- 
je£t, it will not here be neceffary to confider it far- 
ther. 

The local affection which occurs as the moll fre- 
quent impediment to the cure of thefe fores, is a dif- 
eafed (late of the bones above which they are feated, 
or of the membranes covering thefe bones. In cither 
of thefe cafes, although the virus of the diieafe may 
be eradicated by a courfe of mercury, ilili the lores 
will continue foul, nor will they mow any tendency 
to heal, however long the mercury may be continued, 
Ulcers of this defcription being frequently connected 
with this difeafed ltate of the parts beneath are often 
the caufe of more mercury being employed than 
would other wife be judged neceilary, for we are too 
apt to fuppole that ali luch lores as were at fir 11 pro- 
duced by Lues Venerea are to be cured by mercury 
alone ; an error that has been the caufe of much mer- 
cury being very unneceffarily given. 

Whether the bone, or only the periofleum be at 
firft affected, our practice mull: be nearly the lame ; for 
in fuch circumllances, where the perioiLeum is ib 
much difeafed as to refill the effects of a full courfe of 
mercury, there mull ultimately be a partial exfolia- 
tion of the bone beneath, before a permanent cure will 
take place. The foft unhealthy granulations with 
which fores in this ftate are apt to be covered mult be 
deftroyed with proper efcharrotics, and the exfolia- 
tion of the bone mult be promoted by all fuch means 
as ufually prove molt effectual for that purpofc, and 
for which books on furgery may be confulted. I may 
here fhortly obferve, that the belt efcharrotic I have 
employed for the deftruction of thefe fungous excref- 
cenccs which fprout upon the furfaee of the difeafed 
bones is a combination of red precipitate and calcined 
allum, which proves much more powerful than either 
of thefe articles when ufed feparafely, and more ef- 
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fcclual even than cauftic in the ufual way of apply- 
ing it*. 

Un the difeafed parts of the bone being removed a 
cure willfoon take place if a fufficient quantity of mer- 
cury has been given ; other wife the fore will affume 
the ufual appearances of a venereal ulcer, and will not 
heal till another courfe of mercury is advifed. 

With rrfpeft to the quantity of mercury to be giv- 
en for the cure of venereal ulcers, this mufl at all 
times be regulated by the effects which refnlt from 
it, and thele again will in a great meafure depend up- 
on the duration of the difeafe. When the difeafe has 
been of fhort continuance, and the fores heal eaiiiy 
without the affiftance of external applications, the mer- 
cury, if given in full quantity, need never be conti- 
nued above three weeks after they are cicatrifed ; but 
we mould proceed with it for the fpace of a month 
where the fyftera has either been long infected, or 
where we have judged it necelTary to heal the fores 
quickly by the application of cauflic or efcharrotics. 
Thus, in an ulcer in the throat, which we might fup- 
pofe would require the patient to be under mercury 
for the fpace of a fortnight, merely in order to cica- 
trife it, and for another fortnight, that is, for the 
fpace of a month in all, in order to render his confti- 
tution fafe, if by the application of cauflic the ulcer 
mall be cicatrifed in a week, the mercury fhould be 
perfifled in for a month thereafter, or for five weeks 
in all. 

By fome it has been doubted whether it is necefTary to 
perfevere in the ufe of mercury after the fymptoms for 
which it is given are removed ; but thefe doubts have only 
been fuggefted by thole, who, from want of fufficient expe- 
rience are not capable of judging, or by others who in the 
fupport of a theory which they have adopted, allow their 
judgments to be fo far perverted that they iofe light of eve- 
ry fafl and argument that militates agairtft it. There is no- 
thing more certain than that venereal ulcers, as well as 
every other fymptom of the difeafe, may be completely 

* A prescription is given for this article No. 44, Appendix to Vol. JU 
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removed by mercury, and yet that the difeafe will returii 
in the fame or fome other form, if we do not periiit in the 
ufe of mercury for fome time thereafter ; that is, the dif- 
eafe itfelf may be cured while the difpofit on remains. 
All the fymptoms may be carried off entirely, and yet the 
vims fubfift in fuch force that they will at lome future pe- 
riod break out again. The length of time to which the ufe 
of mercury fhould be protracted for removing this difpoh- 
tion it is not always eafy to afcertain. In this and fome 
of the preceding fections I have mentioned the refult of my 
own experience upon this point, but this can only be done 
in general terms, and the quantity of mercury to be given 
in any particular cafe mult in a great meafure be regulat- 
ed by the judgment of the practitioner in attendance. 

Towards the clofe of a mercurial courfe employed for 
the cure of venereal ulcers of long duration, decoctions of 
farfaparilla, mezereon, and guiacum are fometimes given 
with advantage. The latter I have already mentioned as 
the molt effectual of thefe, but in fome inftances a combi- 
nation of the whole has appeared to prove more powerful 
than any one of them ufed feparateiy. Many alledge that 
no advantage is derived from any of thefe ; but although I 
was once of this opinion I am now perfectly convinced 
that ulcers of this defcription frequently heal more eaiily 
when a mercurial courfe is conjoined with a decoction 
fuch as I have mentioned, than when the mercury is given 
entirely by itfelf. 

In thefe ulcers, when much irritation prevails, opium 
proves particularly ufeful. I have in various inftances, 
indeed, found that all other remedies are of no avail till 
this irritability of the parts is removed. In fome cafes 
this may be done with hyocyamus. Three or four grains 
of the extract given at bed time very commonly acts as an 
anodyne, and I conclude that cicuta, when it proves ufeful 
here, acts alfo in this manner ; but when the irritation is 
coniiderable opium is the only remedy upon which we can 
depend. It ought therefore in all cafes to be given where 
the fores do not foon become perfectly eafy on the mercu- 
ry taking full effect, and which they commonly do when 
they are altogether venereal. 
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f 4. Of the Cure of Venereal Blotches. 

A defcription of this fymptom is given in Section II. of 
this Chapter, p. 41. 

Almoft the only remedy employed for the cure of vene- 
real blotches is mercury, and when the courfe is well con- 
ducted it feldom fails. We never find it neceflary to have 
recourfe to external applications unlefs the eruptions be- 
come hot and uneafy, in which cafe relief is fometimes ob- 
tained from dufting the parts with flour or flarch powder, 
as is done in cafes of erylipelas. 

Where the ufual method of exhibiting mercury has fail- 
ed in the cure of thefe eruptions, corrofive fublimate has 
appeared to prove ufeful ; but as the medicine in this form 
cannot be given in large quantities, it requires to be con- 
tinued for a great length of time. It fhould be regularly 
given for at leaft fix weeks after the blotches have difap- 
peared ; and it feems to operate with mod certainty when 
conjoined with the decoction which I have juit had occa- 
fion to mention. The Lifbon diet-drink is faid to have 
proved particularly ufeful in the cure of this fymptom.* 
Antimonials, from their well known property of exciting a 
determination to the fkin, are frequently combined with 
mercury in the cure of venereal blotches. Upon this 
principle I conceive to be formed many of the quack re- 
medies generally employed in cutaneous affections ; and 
it is for the cure of this fymptom of fyphilis that Plum- 
mer's pill has been moft frequently ufed.f 

Crude antimony is, in cafes of this kind a favourite me- 
dicine with fome practitioners, and when conjoined with 
mercury I think I have obferved it prove ufeful. It may 
be given either in powder or pills, to the extent of fifteen 
or twenty grains three times a-day ; and befides being giv- 
en along with the mercury, it may be continued with ad- 
vantage for two cr three weeks after the mercurial courfe 
is over. 

" Vi c!e Appendix, Vol . I. No. 4- t Vide Vol- II. No. 2 » . 
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$ 5. Of the Cure of Nodes, Swellings of the Periojle- 

um, iScc. 

A defcription of thefc fwellings has already been given 
in feet, on II. page 52 ; and it is of importance in the me- 
thod of cure to diilinguiih them accurately. 

In ail the atiections to which the penofleum and bones 
are liable from the ivphilitic virus, mercury crght to be 
given immediately, for it is upcn tins remedy that we chief- 
ly depend. Where the bones are much fweiied, that is, 
where tumours truly cflecus have arrived at anv great bi.ik, 
mercury alone will not prove fufficient ; for although it 
may deiircy the ccnitituticnal infection, thefe tumours wijj 
remain, but when given immediately upon their firft ap- 
pearance, it will prevent their farther mcreale ; and as 
they aie always fmall at firft, although they may never dis- 
appear entirely no inconvenience will be experienced from 
their remaining in this itate, even during the life of the 
patient. 

The method of throwing mercury into the fyflem by 
unction is the beft adapted for this fymptom, as it is per- 
haps with a very few exceptions for the cure of every lymp- 
tom of the difea^e ; but it does not appear that any advan- 
tage is derived from rubbing the ointment upon the tu- 
mours. On the contrary, by tending to irritate and fret 
the fkin, it renders them more painful, fo that it anfwers 
better to apply it to other parts. 

As the bones feidom become affected till the difeafe has 
been of long duration, it is perhaps for this reafon that 
more mercury is in general required for the cure of this 
fymptom than for any other fyphilitic affection. I believe, 
however, that we are otten deceived in this, and continue 
to give mercury for the cure of the local affection long af- 
ter the virus by whichjt was produced is eradicated, and 
for which purpofe alone it was prefcribed. .Next to the 
Hate of the fyiterh, which we render fafe by a due continu- 
ation of the mercurial courfe, the pain excited by the tu- 
mour is the fymptom which chiefly requires attention. 
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When the mercury is employed immediately upon the 
fvvelhng taking place the pain commonly fubfides foon ; 
but if the tumour has previ-uily arrived at any confidera- 
ble bulk, the pain which*it excites is apt to be fevere, while 
it is not allayed or even leflened by all the mercury we 
can employ. Where the (kin has become inflamed and 
painful, fome relief will be obtained from faturnine appli- 
cations ; but as the pain depends chiefly on the ftretehing 
of the penofteum by the tumour of the bone, whenever it 
becomes levere nothing will prove effectual but the divifi- 
on of this membrane. No piactitioner would lay a bone 
bare for a moderate degree of pain, whatever the cauie of 
it might be; but whenever the pa n produced by nodes 
becomes diilrefsr'ul, and is not ailnyed by a courfe of mer- 
cury, as I know of no other remedy that will give relief, I 
conclude that we are fully jultified in advifing an incilion 
to be made comp e.ely through the periofteum, along the 
who.e courfe of the tumour. 

Where the bone is not fo much increafed in bulk, and 
not otherwife difeafed, if a fufficient quantity of mercury 
has been given for the deffruction of the virus, a cure may 
be obtained without any part of it exfoliating. With which 
view the mildeft dreffmgs only mould be employed, while 
the fore is protected as effectually as poflible from acccfs to 
the air. But, when the tumour of the bone is considera- 
ble, and particularly when caries has taken place, as it would 
be vain to expect a cure but with the exfoliation of the dif- 
eafed parts of the bone, fo ail fuch means mould be em- 
ployed for effecting this as are known to be moft powerful. 
Any of the foft parts covering the difeafed part of the bone 
mould be removed with efcrurroiics. Small holes Ihould 
be drilled through the carious part of the bone, and the 
fore fhould be dreffed with precipitate or verdigris oint- 
ments, of fuch a ftrength as to act gently as ftimulants up- 
on the contiguous parts. By due perfeverance in this mode 
of treatment, and taking care at the fame time to fupport 
the ftrength of the patient with a nounfliing diet, the dif- 
eafed parts of the bone will at lafl exfoliate, when the heal- 
ing of the fore not being impeded by any other caufe, a 
cure will foon be obtained with common treatment. 

The next variety of tumour taken notice of in the de- 
fcription which I have given of nodes, proceeds, as we have 



180 Of the Cure Ch. IV. 

had oecafion to fee, from the effufion of a thin fluid be- 
tween the periofteum and furface of the bone. This alio 
is apt to be accompanied with fevere pain ; but as the pain 
is induced by the diftenfion of the periofteum, in confe- 
quence of a fluid being collected beneath, and as this fluid 
is frequently abforbed on the mercury taking effect, we fel- 
dom find it neceffary to lay this variety of tumour open. 
Abforption of the matter is fometimes promoted by the ap- 
plication of a blifter to the part, or by rubbing it occafion- 
ally with flimulants, fuch as volatile liniment or tinclure of 
cantharides. But when the fwelling has been of long du- 
ration, as the furface of the bone is in this cafe commonly 
injured, as the abforption of the matter does not take place 
fo readily, and as the tumour at the end of the mercurial 
courfe is commonly larger than before, an incificn the 
whole length of the tumour mould be made through the 
periofteum, and the wound dreffed in the manner jufl now 
advifed. I think it right, however, to obferve, that the 
opening of thefe tumours is very feldcm neceffary ; and 
that it would in no inflance perhaps be fo if mercury was 
given in fufficient quantity foon after their formation. 
Even where the quantity of eflfufed fluid is conliderable, 
the fwelling for the moil part begins to ieiTen foon after 
the mercury has fully entered the fyflem ; and if the cried 
of the medicine is kept up for a fufficient length of time 
we feldom fail in removing it entirely. 

In thofe diffufed fwellings upon the bones which I have 
taken notice of in the defcription as a fymptom of fvphilis, 
and which alfo have improperly been termed nodes, mer- 
cury, when properly given, feldom fails to effect a cure ; 
but it requires to be given in as large quantities as the pa- 
tient can bear, and to be continued for a conliderable time, 
commonly for nine or ten weeks. The pain indeed foon 
fubfides upon the mercury taking full effect ; but when the 
fwelling has been of long continuance, as often happens 
bqfore mercury is given, from the difeafe being at firft apt 
to be miftaken for rheumatifm, in order to remove it the 
mercury mull be employed for feveral weeks after the pain 
has ceafed. In the treatment of this fymptom blitters 
prove particularly ufeful, and they mould be applied along 
the whole courfe of the fwelling. 
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Where the ligaments, tendons, and fafciae of mufcles, 
become fwelled, as fometimes happens from the matter of 
venereal ulcers fpreading to thofe parts from the fkin and 
cellular fubftance where they originate, we depend entire- 
ly upon a courfe of mercury, with proper attention to the 
external treatment of the ulcers in the manner we have al- 
ready pointed out. 

$ 6. Of the Cure of Venereal Excrefcences about the 

Anus, 

In fe&ion fecond of this chapter, a very particular 
defcription has been given of thefe excrefcences. 

A full mercurial courfe is the remedy for thefe ex- 
creicences, under which they gradually JefTen, and at 
Jaft very commonly difappear altogether ; but where 
wc are difappointed in this, we muft ufe the fame ap- 
plications recommended for the removal of the warty 
excrefcences which fuccced to Gonorrhoea.* 

The difeafe being now entirely local, no advantage 
can accrue from mercury being longer continued, 
while we feldom fail with a proper application of ef~ 
charrotics. 

Where the furface of thefe excrefcences becomes 
ulcerated, and yields matter, faturnine lotions and 
other aftringents mould be employed to heal them ; 
for as the matter which they afford appears to be ve- 
nereal, and of which we judge from the real venereal 
bubo being in women fometimes produced by it, the 
longer that this fecretion is allowed to continue the 
more of it will pafs into the fyftcm, and the greater 
the rifk will therefore be of fome of the glands in its 
courfe towards the heart being obftru&ed. 



$ "„ Of the Cure of the Venereal Swelled Tefticle, 

For the defcription of this affection of the tefticie, 
smd of the difference between it and other tumours 

• Vide Chapter III. Section XIII. Vol.1. 
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to which the teftis is liable, I mufl refer to fection 
leeond of this chapter. 

One important difference between this tumefaction 
of the tefticle and that which proceeds from Go- 
norrhoea is, that in the latter mere in y veiy frequent* 
ly does harm, while in this it is the remedy upon 
which we chiefly place dependence. Unlels the fv\ oi- 
ling has been allowed to advance to a great lize, from 
an opinion which lb me have entertained that it is al- 
ways of a local nature, and not connected with dif- 
eafes of the conftitution, mercury leldom fails to cure 
it. V»/ere it not to add conliderabiy to the extent of 
the prefent work, this, as well as many other prints, 
of which I have had occaiion to take particular no- 
tice, might be illuftrated and proved by a variety of 
cafes which have fallen under my obfervation, in 
which the fweliing of the teflis to which I allude, 
produced altogether by the fyphilitic virus in the 1) f- 
tein, and in many inftances where Gonorrhoea never 
exifted, after refifting every other remedy, has at L ft 
been completely cured by mercury. Beiides other 
views of no fmall importance in the theory of (he 
difeafe, which this tends to eftablifb, it may be looked 
upon as an additional argument for conlidering the 
matter of Gonorrhoea and of pox as different. 1 he 
fweliing of the teltis which occurs in Gonorrhoea 
yields entirely to the effects of an antiphlogiitic courle 
and without doing an injury to the conftitution, while 
the other in no inftance has been known to do i'o^ and 
gives way only to that remedy which we know by 
experience is alone to be trufted for the cure of eve- 
ry other fymptom of fyphilis. 

Mercury even proves effectual in removing thofe 
tumours in w T hich matter has formed. I have met 
with feveral cafes in which a partial fuppuration had 
taken place in the body of the teftis before mercury 
was given, and the matter has been abforbed, and the 
fweliing entirely removed fcon after afuilicient quan- 
tity of the medicine has been thrown in. In fome I 
have thought that mercury was affifted by a decoction 
of mezereon being given along with it ; but it is for 
the moft part abundantly fuccefsfliJ by itfelf. 
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Where the ufe of mercury has been too long delay- 
ed the fwelling commonly fuppurates, and the fore 
which enfues from the burfting of the tumour affumes 
always a very ugly appearance. Even in this iituati- 
on, however, our chief advantage is derived from 
mercury ; nor do we often fail in curing the fore if 
due attention is given to regular drelfings, and pro- 
curing a free difchai ge of the matter. The beft dref- 
fings for thispurpofe are the faturnine and zinc oint- 
ments when the parts are clean, and the precipitate 
or verdigris ointments when they are foul or floughy. 

But where matter is obferved to lodge in any part 
of the fwelling, nothing can be of advantage but mak- 
ing a free opening into it. This, however, is not al- 
ways clone £0 completely as it ought to be. The tef- 
tes being organs of much delicacy, we are apt to be 
afraid of opening any abfeeffes that may form in them, 
in confequence of which the matter is apt to find ac- 
cefs into the cellular fubftance of the fcrotum, where 
it felJom fails to produce very troublefome finufes. 
This however, may always be prevented, either by 
making a free incilion into the moft depending part 
of the abfeefs, without allowing it to burft, or taking 
care to enlarge the opening if it has previoufly made 
way for itfeif. Nor mould we ever be afraid of do- 
ing fo, for the injury which this may do to the tefti- 
cle cannot be equal to what it muft fuffer from mat- 
ter being allowed to lodge in it. In all fuch circum- 
ftances 1 never helitate to lay the tefticle freely open, 
and no inconvenience ever enfues from it. 

As this affection of the tefticle never occurs but in 
very advanced ftages of fyphilis,it requires a very con- 
fiderable quantity of mercury to remove it, and at the 
fame time to eradicate the virus from the fyftem by 
which it has been produced. It ought to be continu- 
ed from ten to twelve weeks, and in as great quanti- 
ties as the patient can bear. 

When the fores which enfue from the burfting or 
openino-of theie tumours do not heal after fuch a quan- 
tity of mercury is exhibited as we judge to be proper ' 
for the fafety of the conititution, fome advantages is 
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occafionally derived from a plentiful ufe of hemlock, 
and from fea-bathing ; but in fuch circumftances no- 
thing proves for the moft part fo ufeful as drefling the 
parts in the manner I have mentioned with flimulat- 
ing ointments, and touching them occafionally with 
c-aufiic. This we are alfo apt to be afraid of from the 
natural irritability of thefe parts ; but I have not 
found that there is caufe for this. On the contrary, 
a free application of caudle to the furface of thefe 
fores renders them for the moft part lefs painful. 
Where much irritation however prevails, and is not 
removed or much leffened by the ufe of cauflic, opi- 
ates mult be given in fuch quantities as are fufficient to 
allay it. 

Qf the Treatment of sJlopccia, Venereal Blindnefs^ and 

Deafhcjs . 

A defcription of thefe fymptoms was given in Section II. 
Af this chapter, $ 11. 12. and 13. 

When alopecia, or the falling off of the hair takes place 
in any confiderable degree before mercury is employed, 
particularly if the patient is advanced in years, it never 
grows again but in very fmall quantities ; but during youth, 
-and when mercury is given in the commencement of this 
fymptom, we not only prevent it from advancing farther, 
but any hair that has been loft will very commonly be re- 
newed. There isfcarcely indeed any other remedy upon 
which we can depend but a full courfe of mercury ; for 
although many external applications are recommended to 
recover or renew hair loft in this manner, there is no rea- 
ion to fuppofe that any advantage is derived from them. 

Where the falling away of the hair is connected with a 
fcurf over the head, fome benefit indeed is obtained from 
the application of external remedies ; by removing the 
eruption we tend to prevent any farther lofs of hair, and 
the internal ufe of mercury alone is not altogether fufficient 
for this. The moft effectual applications for the removal 
of this are the unguentum citrinum,* and a weak folution 

* Vide Appendix, No. 14. 
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of corrofive fublimate in water. When the former Js ufed 
the parts fhouid be r ib ed with it oiue a-day. The .aLer 
may be applied three or four times daiiy, in the pre portion 
o( half a gram of the mercury to an ounce of water ; and 
for the more effectual application of thefe remed es, the 
head fhouid be fh ived, aid the hair not ai.owed to grow 
till the eruption or fcurf is entneiy removed. 

In the treatment of blindnefs as a lymptom of Lues Ve- 
nerea, we have fcarcely any variety of practice. Mercury 
is perhaps the only remedy from which any ad' antage is 
to be expected ; nor does it prove of any avail if it be not 
given immed rarely, and in as great quantities as the patient 
can bear. Whether the eye is therefore affected w.th gut* 
ta ferena, cataract, or effilions upon the cornea, where 
there is the lea it reafon to fuppofe that the affedhen pro- 
ceeds from Lues Venerea, the pat'ent mould be immedi- 
ately put under a complete courfe of mccury, and his 
mouth kept fully affected for the ipace of ten, eleven, Or 
twelve weeks, according to the effects which may anfe irom 
it. 

In gutta ferena it mav be proper before mercury is giv- 
en to prenife a imart purgative or two, and during the 
courfe to conjoin the repeated application of bi liters to 
the ten pies and head, with electricity, and errhines for the 
pirpofe of exciting a difcharge by the nofe, although the 
effects of thefe remedies are fo uncertain that in every 111- 
Itance our chief dependence mult reft upon mercury. 

Where the blindnefs is found to proceed-from cr.tjra&s, 
if mercury does not fucceed m removing the opacity, our 
only remedy mult be the ufual operation of depreiling or 
extracting the chryltailines. This will not always fucceed, 
but where the eye is otherwife found, and only the local 
affection of the lens appearing to be the caufc of bhndnefs 
we ought in every in: lance to advife it. 

We fometimes find that mercury here proves fo far ufe- 
ful as to leifen the opacity of the lens in a confiderable de- 
gree, without removing it entirely ; and where this has 
happened I have found in more initances than one that a 
cure has been accomplished by electricity. I have never 
perceived, however, that electricity has produced any ad- 
vantage where the opacity was not previoully much dimi- 
Vol. il. A a 



186 Of the Cure Ch. IV. 

nifhed, and even in this fituation it requires to be long con- 
tinued in order to prove effectual. 

In bhndnefs produced by the humours of the eye be- 
coming confufed or turbid, where it is known that this pro- 
ceeds from the fyitem being affected with fyphilis, the pa- 
tient ought no doubt to be put under mercury ; but this 
caufe of blindnefs is of a very hopelefs nature, for I have 
never known an inffance of its being removed. Neither 
do we prove very fuccefsful even with mercury, where vi- 
fion is affecled by the matter of fyphilis fixing upon the 
coats of the eye. We may prevent the difeafe from ad- 
vancing much farther, but mercury does not appear to be 
lurHcieut for removing any considerable degree of opacity 
W the cornea that has already taken place. Nor does this 
caufe of blindnefs admit of remedy by means of a furgical 
operation ; for it is not upon the furface, but in the very 
fubftance of the cornea that it is feated. 

When abfceffes form in the. coats of the eye, we have it 
in our power by difcharging the matter which they contain 
to remove in fome degree the deformity which they pro- 
duce, as well as the pain with which they are accompani- 
ed ; but we are not to look for any farther advantage from 
this^orany other remedy that can be propofed. 

Of all the fymptoms of Lues Venerea, none prove more 
obftinate, nor are lefs acted upon by mercury than deaf- 
nefs. A certain degree of deafnefs, indeed, produced by 
venereal ulceration or fwelling at the opening of the Eus- 
tachian .tube in the throat is fometimes relieved or even 
removed by a courfe of mercury ; but no advantage is ever 
obtained from this or any other remedy where the difeafe 
has fixed upon the membrane or bones of the ear. In the 
cjefcription of this fymptom, I had occafion to remark, that 
a temporary deafnefs is fometimes produced in Lues Ve- 
nerea by the meatus exrernus being filled up by a fcurfy 
eruption ; and in fome inilance?, by the membrane of the 
paiiage becoming thickened and even ulcerated. In this 
as in other fymptoms of the difeafe, we depend entirely on 
the internal ufe of mercury for removing the virus from 
the conftitution ; but the local affection may remain after 
the fyitem is rendered fafe. The bed remedy 1 have em- 
ployed for this is a cautious ufe of bougies. Care howe- 
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vcr, muft be taken that they be not pufhed fo deep into 
the patfage as to injure the tympanum ; and they ought to 
be formed of the mildeft materials, as they never fail to do 
harm when they excite much irritation. 

s 0. Of the Cure offome Anomalous Symptoms of Lues 

Venerea. 

In feci ion fecond of this chapter, page 69, fundry ano- 
malous fymptoms of fyphilis are enumerated which could 
not with propriety be defcribed in any of the preceding 
feclions. 

For the cure of thefe we depend almost entirely upon a 
full courfe of mercury. Scarcely any of them occur but 
in the later flages of the difeafe, and they are very apt to 
recur, if the medicine be not given in as large quantities 
as the patient can bear and continued for a considerable 
time after they have difappeared. Befides this general 
courfe of treatment, fome of thefe fymptoms require a pe- 
culiarity of local management. 

The firft that I have mentioned are thefe chops or clefts 
in the palms of the hands and foies of the feet to which 
fyphilitic patients are fometimes liable. The belt dref- 
fings that I have employed for thefe are the unguent um 
citrinum,* and unguentum e mercurio precipit. Rubr.f. 
But white thefe ointments are perhaps the belt that can be 
applied to the chops themfelves, they are too irritating to 
admit of being applied to the contiguous parts, which :'< r 
the mod part are red and tender, and which are beit de- 
fended by the unguentum faturninum. J 

For the removal of that fcurf and gummy matter which 
occasionally forms and becomes very troubiefome upon the 
eye-lids of fyphilitic patients, I have found nothing anfwsr 
fo well as bathing them from time to time with a weak fo- 
lution of white vitriol, and applying over the eye-iaines 
and cartilaginous border of the eye-lids a imaii portion of 
the calamine liniment,§ or unguentum citrmum, io much 
reduced with axunge as to prevent it from exciting too 
much irritation. 

* Vide Appendix, No. i4- No. 27. 

t Vide Appendix, No. 29. § No. 3 1. 
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The fores which fucceed to the fwellings defer ibed in 
p. 70, are frequently healed by mercury aione, but in feme 
instances hey reful e en this and all the drellings we can 
employ. Ca ifiic and other efcharrotics prove to be the 
bed applications here, as we find them indeed to be in al- 
moin every variety of venereal ulcer. When thev do not 
fucceed, it is for the moll part owing to a greater degree of 
in.tation and pain in the fore than is ccnfillent with the 
procefs of healing. In this cale nothing proves fo ehec- 
tual as fufficjent defes of ( piates. 

When the pains mentioned in p. 22 do not give way to 
that quantity of mercury which we judge to be f, tfic ent for 
the fafety of the constitution, we fometimes find that they 
may be removed bv biifters applied directly 10 [he parts af- 
fected, and anointing them With aether, anodyne badam, or 
volatile liniment. 

For the removal of thefe pains we are often obliged to 
have recourfe to opium. In fufheient dofes it fe.dom fails 
by itfelf, but it proves more effectual in every vanety of 
pain when given in the form of Dover's powder. Ten or 
twelve grains of the powder given at bed-time, and conti- 
nued for feven or eight nights fucceffively, very common- 
ly affords effectual relief. 

The irritability, reftieifnefs, and atrophy to which ve- 
nereal patients are not unfrequentiy liable, are often diffi- 
cult to remove, and fometimes even prove fatal. I have 
known different initances of thefe fymptoms proving in- 
curable where ulcers and other fympioms of the difeafe 
with which they were at firll connected were eaiiiy remov- 
ed, but where the patient by conltant rellleifnefs and anx- 
iety, having fir it been deprived of his appetite, and after- 
wards of ftr< ngth, was at lalt carried off, notwithstanding all 
the means that could be employed for his fafety, 

I judge that thefe (ymptoms are in many infiances alto- 
gether venereal, from observing them accompanying orher 
well-marked iymptoms of the ddeafe, and from mercury 
being the only remedy that lias any influence in remov- 
ing them. E\ en mercury will not always fucceed; but 
in various inftances I have known it prove eii here 

e\ery Oiher remedy had previoufly been tried in vain. 
Peruvian bark, a change of diet, and country air, are com- 
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jnoniy prefcribed ; but we may readily conclude that no 
materia, advance can reiu.t from .hem if the mercurial 
courie ce nuc ado continued till the virus is eradicated. 

This reitleis anxiety to Which iyphihttc patients 
2re occasionally liable, is in ibme inftances very erFec- 
tnally removed by opiate?, while in others thefe re- 
medies rather do harm. The only courfc that i have 
foiuid to prove uf ful, is, a light, norjrifhing diet, a 
due continuance of mercury, and the patient, during 
the time of tiling it, being allowed to go daily abroad 
in a carriage when the weather is not cold or damp. 

In the uie of mercury for the cure of this i\ mptom 
the greatelt nicety and care are required ; for in the 
delicacy of canftitutjon which prevails here it coa- 
ftantly does harm, if not managed with much atten- 
tion. It cannot be given in large doles but with much 
rifk of doing harm ; nor can it be laid altogether aiide 
without thediieaie gaining ground. If ever an alte- 
rative courfe of mercury, as it is termed, is proper 
for any of the iymptorns in the more advanced ilages 
of fyphiiis, it is here. By a regular exhibition of 
{mall doles of mercury the virus may be kept mode- 
rate till the ftrength of the fyitem is io far reitored by- 
attention to regimen as to admit 01 larger quantities 

being given. - *, ■ ,•- 

The moil frequent anomalous iymptorns m this du- 
eafe is fever. It is often the. effect of ibme evident 
fymptom, fuch as bubo, ulcer, or node. ^ In f'uch ca- 
fes the caufe is obvious, and the fever diiapptars a- 
long with the lympcom by which it was induced. But 
where a quantity of mercury iuiiicicnt for eradicat- 
ing the dti-aie has not been given, although all the 
fyraptoms for which it was employed may be remov- 
ed, yet fever will lbmetimes take place, and in feme 
indances fubfiil for a conuderable length of time be- 
fore any external mark of the diieaie is perceived. 
This i know is donbtel, and even denied by many; 
but I have mot with it frequently, and m iome instan- 
ces diuinguiihed in the molt, bbviims manner. In iome 
where from the hiiiory of the caie the Caufe w'as _ evi- 
dent, the patient has been cared by an additional 
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courfc of mercury while in others, from no caufe of 
fufpicion being mentioned, the febrile fymptoms re- 
fitted all the ufual remedies, and were not removed at 
laft till the appearance of nodes, ulcers, or feme other 
local fymptom has pointed out the neceffity of a far- 
ther profecution of mercury. 

The effe& of mercury upon this fever is often re- 
markable. In almoft every other fituation it is one 
of the flrft effects of mercury in a certain degree to 
accelerate the circulation of the blood, while here it 
not only leiTens the quicknefs of pulfe, but abates eve- 
ry other febrile fymptom. Even in fmall quantities 
mercury proves ufeful here, as it evidently does in the 
fymptom laft mentioned ; and as the flrength of the 
patient is commonly much exhaufted before this re- 
medy is employed it mould not at firft be given in lar- 
ger quantities than is merely neceffary for mitigating 
the fymptoms. This, however, not being fufneient 
to render the conftitution fafe again!! future returns 
of the difeafe, care mould be taken that a fufheient 
quantity of the medicine is exhibited as Foon as the 
patient's flrength, reflored by a nourifhing diet, ena- 
bles him to bear it. 



SECT. VI. 

Of hues Venerea in Infants. 

NO period of life is exempted from the ravages of 
the venereal difeafe. They are frequently to be de- 
plored even in infancy, and here the fame fymptoms 
appear as in a patient of more advanced years'; that 
is, when the virus enters the fyflem in the ufual way 
from the furface of the body, the fymptoms which 
enfue are nearly or entirely the fame as in other peri- 
ods of life : but when the dilorder is communicated 
to the foetus in utero, fome variety is obferved which 
demand particular notice. 
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Wc have already indeed had occafion to remark, 
that it has been doubted whether Lues Venerea can 
be communicated to the foetus in utero. Nay, of late 
it has been alferted that it cannot, and that practiti- 
oners upon this very important point have hitherto 
been miftaken. But this is fo contrary to general ex- 
perience, and to the refult of my own obfcrvation,that 
I cannot confider it as an opinion that will ever gain 
ground where the judgment is not entirely warped. 
A deSire to fupporta particular theory feems to have 
laid the foundation of this doctrine ; but the facts 
which militate againfl it are too Strong and too nume- 
rous to admit of being eaSily fet alide*. 

Thofe who are of opinion that neither the blood 
nor any of the fecretions of a fyphilitic patient can 
communicate the contagion, alledge, that when a child 
appears to have been infected in utero, the infection 
muft have been communicated duriifg labour from ve- 
nereal fores in the genitals of the mother. 

That this in fome inftances happens there is no rea- 
fon to doubt. A child pailing over, and perhaps reft- 
ing for a considerable time upon fores of this kind, 
may readily be infected in this manner, and this may 
probably be the cafe in moft of thofc inftances where 
the difeafe does not appear till two or three weeks af- 
ter birth. But where a child is inftantly upon deli- 
very found to be covered with a venereal eruption, 
and which I have met with in various inftances, the 
infection muft neceffarily have been communicated a 
considerable time before birth, It may be afked, how- 
ever, in what manner eruptions appearing on the birth 
of a child have been known to be venereal ? In anfwer 
I may obferve, that it has been afcertained in the moft 
obvious manner, by finding on enquiry that the father 
had been poxed without taking fuch a quantity of 
mercury as was neceflary to eradicate the virus : by 
the eruption upon the child being exactly Similar 

* Even Mr. Hunter has unguardedly fallen into this error; and as his autho- 
rity would neceffarily have influence with thofe whole opportunities for obfer- 
vatiou are not fo great, I think it right, in a matter of fuch practical importance 
to endeavour to render the miftake obvious : fee different parts of Mr. Hunter's 
Treatife. 
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to what experience in other inftances mews to be ve- 
nereal ; by a child in this htnation giving the differ- 
ent f mptoms of Lnes Venerea, evidently and ftrong- 
ly fifiarked, to the nurfe by vrliofm it ins been fucklcd ; 
by the nurfe giving the difeafe i i the firft place to ano- 
ther chi! J, a. id after .yards to her hudband, and by the 
difeafe in alJ trr'thetn being cared by a proper uie of 
mercury alone, while no other remedy is of any a- 
v ail. 

Every pritKtiooer muft have met with inftances of 
this. I have teen many; in fbme of which no exter- 
nal mark of the diieafe appeared either in the father 
or mother, although one of other of th m, and in fome 
cafes both, mnft have been infected. I conclude that 
we have fuificient evidence of this where the fame pa- 
rents produce one, two, or more pocky children, and 
continue to do lb till b »th pais through a complete 
courfe. of mercury ; and hence, notwithstanding any 
theoritical opinion tint nr y be advanced to the con- 
trary, I have much reafori to imagine that the opini- 
on which I nave elie where given, that the feinen of 
a difeafed parent will give a pocky oifspring is well 
founded. No perfon, I believe, will doubt of other 
difeafes being communicated in this manner. We have 

r proofs of it in gout, pthifi*, fcrophula, and, per- 
haps^ in fome others, in which thefe difeafes deicend 

i fathers to their children, while no infection is 
communicated to the mother ; and I have met with 
very decisive evidence ot*'it in Lues Venerea, at leaft 

■ fuch as leaves no room with me for doubt. 
About ten years ago I was delired to vifit a child feven 

"hi days old. It was covered with a rafti, whicB had' 
much the appearance of being venerea ; a d finding that 
the oniv other child which the parents ever had was born 
with a Qmilar raih, of which it died, I enquired of the fa- 
ther of the child whether there was any cauie to fafpect 
that he was infected or not. He informed ine that he had 
been poxed about fix months before ins marriage ; that his 
fymptoms were chancres and a fore throat; but thai hav- 
ing taken as much mercury as was judged to be iurricient, 
the fymptoms having disappeared whii'e under the courfe, 
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and none of them having ever occurred again, although he 
had now been married nearly three years, he could not pof- 
fibly believe that the child was infected with ihis difeafe, 
particularly as no fymptom had appeared upon his wife. 
I was clearly of opinion, however, that the child was in- 
fected ; and I judged it right to fay, not only that the child 
mould inttantly get mercury, but that he and his wife 
mould aifo take it, with a view to prevent the fame occur- 
rence with any other children which they might have, as 
well as to render themfelves fafe. He agreed to this with 
refpect to himfelf, but on account of the fufpicion which 
it might create, he would by no means confent that it ihould 
be given to his wife. Imperfect as this meafure might be 
I was obliged to adopt it. Small dofes of calomel were 
given to the child, and the father was kept under a com- 
plete courfe of mercury, with unction and the blue mer- 
curial pill, for the fpace often weeks. The child got well; 
and although the fame parents have had feveral other chil- 
dren fince that period, all of them have been perfectly 
found. Some doubt, however, might ftill have remained 
of the real nature of this rath, but it happened that a very 
decifive, although unfortunate proof was given of its being 
Venereal. Two nurfes were infected by the fuckling of 
this child. The fir ft: became fo much diftrefled with ul- 
cers upon her nipples, and pains in one of the mammae, 
that ihe was obliged to leave the family, and although 
warned of her fituation, and of the neceflity of giving no 
fuck to other children till the courfe of mercury which fhe 
was put under was fmifhed, fhe fooliflily took home her 
own child, which Ihe had previoufly given out, and in the 
courfe of two or three weeks he alfo was poxed, and being 
a weakly child, he foon died, although the greateft care was 
taken of him. The nipples of the other nurfe ulcerated, 
and (he was foon thereafter feized with a venereal ulcer in 
the throat, for which a courfe of mercury became neceila- 
rv. Since that period, befides fome inftances in which the 
difeafe was given to children, where there was much reafon 
to chink that both parents were infected, I have met with 
other two cafes very fimilar to that which I have mention- 
ed, in which a mercurial courfe given to the father prov- 
ed fo completely fuccefsful that all the children of both fa- 
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milies that have been born fince that time have been en- 
tirely heaithy, although one of them had preVioufly loft 
two and the other one From their not having entertained 
any fufp.cion ol the nature of the difeafe. 

Thefe, as well as various other fa^TS which I might ad- 
duce, render it obvious to me that Lues Venerea may he, 
and frequently i', communicated in the manner I have 
mem oned ; that is, by the infection palling directiy from 
p;o ones to children, and where no marks ofddeafe appear 
either upon father or mother. Nor would I ha\ e jedged 
it necedary to have entered fo fully into the fubjeel, as by 
many the opinion I am endeavouring to eirabhfh will be 
admitted, had it not been with a view to put the younger 
pail Oi the profefiion upon their guard, tni by experience 
they are enaoded to judge for themfeives of the ddtrefsful 
co: Sequences that would frequently refult from the oppo- 
fne d )ctrine bemg admitted. 

Among other baneful effects of fvphilis, perhaps none 
prove ai' re dntrelsfui than the frequent aoortions which it 
e\ ident y oeca-uoris. A child infected in the uterus will in 
lo ne mitanees not come away till the lull time ; but m a 
great proportion of cafes abortion takes place in the fixth 
or ieveii'h month, fometimes fooner, but molt frequently 
about the .niddie of the fevenih month. Of this I have 
me: with luch a number of in fiances, that I am induced to 
consider -.1 as orve of the moll frequent caufes of abortion ; 
but as the .hud is commonly either born dead, or fo weak- 
ly that it foon dies, furhcient evidence is not often obtain- 
ed to lead the attendants to entertain any fufpicion. Hence 
praetiti. ners feidom hear of it unlefs the difeafe has made 
greater pivgrefs than ufual. We have it in our power, 
however, when this caufe of abortion is djfeovered, tore- 
move it with much certainty. A weil-conducled courfe of 
mercury very feidom fails to prove effectual, f have now 
met with a coiiliderabie number of infiances where aborti- 
on had regularly taken place in the fixth, feventh, or eighth 
month, and m which, from there being no mark of oiieafe 
either upon the father or mother, the reai caufe of it re- 
mained concealed ; but which being at ait discovered, ei- 
ther by fome of the children being clearly marked with 
difeafe, or from ins breaking out in an obvious form on 
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one or both of the parents, a mercurial courfe has at iaft 
been prefcribed, and iu no inftafice ha- it failed where a 
fudiarent quantity of the mediane has been given. In 
two juitances it did not aniwer fo completely as in the 
othjrs, but in both there was futficient evidence of too lit- 
tle mercury having been employed ; for the children in 
both instances were kept till the beginning of the ninth 
month, which in the one was two months, and m the other 
fix week j .ater than had been the cafe before, and both the 
parents having m ea^h of thefe mitan.es been marie to 
take mercury aga.n, and in greater quantities than be'ore, 
no a xiruon has lince taken p ace, and each family has with- 
in thefe fevv years hai le era] hea .thy children; 

At whatever period children with this infection are born 
i.e remarkabr/ wea . a . i delicate, The muicles over 
I rote ) ■ !y are rlajcid, and the joints have not that 

grmnefs wh ch tiev T ought to poffefe. When the difeafe 
is d.fjoveed 1 « ned aeu r upon the birth of the chud, 'it is 
ufuaiiy in the form of an erylipeia:ous errlereicence over 
the whole oody. In fome miiances ihe cuticle is either 
altogether or ill part de troveJ, and the (kin is tender, and 
atf)ris a kind of matter, in others the nails have not 
formed either on the finger or toes. 

Sometimes again no mark of difeafe will be perceived 
till the tench, twelfth, or even foui teeth day after delivery 5 
anl m fuch cafes the eruption occ trs chiefly about the a- 
nus, on the nates, and auout the pudendum. In thefe 
places irregular blotches arife, of a hgh: ftrawberry colour, 
and fomewhat elevated auove the contiguous furfaee. Al- 
though a thin acrid ferum in fome instances oozes from 
the u, if not prevented oy a timeous exh.oit on of mercu- 
ry, the d-feafe is apt to ipreal quickly o er the whe^e bo- 
dy ; out excepting in the parts which I have mentioned, 
it ufuaiiy appears in the form of a eruirty eruption, wh en 
in fome cafes' is dry, and falls off in fmall fca.es, while in 
others it is kept together by the exfudation o a vifcid mat- 
ter, particularly ^lpon the forehead, eye-lids, arms, and 

breait. 

I have already had occaficn to obferve, that in fnppcrt- 
ing a favourite theory fo tie have denied that the feetus in 
utero ever .receives this difeafe from the parents, and af- 
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fert, that wherever it occurs in new-born children they 
mult have received it from the mother in the time ot de- 
livery. But while the fallacy of this opinion is rendered 
obvious, as we havejuil had occalion to obferve from the 
foetus being in many inftances perceived directly after birth 
to be covered with a venereal erfloiefcence, we aifo find 
that the fyphilitic virus is in this ftate of a more dileienous 
nature than it ever appears to be in any other form of the 
difeafe. Bellies, being more particularly apt to commu- 
nicate the infection, it proceeds with more rapidity to de- 
flroy the constitution, infomuch, that if mercury be not 
employed immediately on the difeafe being perceived, it 
ufuaily makes fuch quick progrefs that a fatal termination 
can fcarcely be afterwards prevented. 

In all fuch circumltances the child ought to be nurfed 
by the mother ; and as mercury is neceffary f >r both, they 
fhould both be put immediately under it. As it has been 
found that a diieaf.d child may be cured by fucking the 
milk of a woman under mercury, fome have advifed that 
new-born children fhould always be treated in this manner. 
But I can fay from experience, that it is not to be trufted. 
In fome inftances this practice wiil no doubt fucceed. In 
all it will perhaps accomplifh a temporary removal of the 
fymptoms, but for the moll part they return again, or the 
difeafe breads out in fome other form. At the fame time, 
therefore, that the mother begins to take mercury, it ought 
to be given to the child, and it may be done with no in- 
conveniency ; for even at this eariy period it excites lefs 
diffrefs than it ufualiy does afterwards. The caufe of this 
may be difficult to ailign ; but I have in various inftances 
found that mercury in eariy infancy, is not foapt to excite 
either falivation or violent eife&s upon the Uomach and 
bowels as it afterwards does, and that it may be given with 
fafety in fufncient quantities for curing the difeafe. Ca- 
lomel is often employed for this purpole. The dofe fhould 
be the fourth or fifth part of a grain three times a-day, and 
when rubbed with afmali quantity of fugar, the child takes 
it eanly. Mercurius alkaiifatus is a preparation that ai> 
fwers particularly well in the dofe of half a grain three 
times a-day ; and I fometimes employ the common blue 
pill prepared with triturated quick-iilver. A pill cpntam- 
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ing a grain of mercury, being rubbed into a powder, and 
divided into ;our, one of theie is given evening and morn- 
ing. Any of thefe being continued for the fpace of a month, 
will, in moll mllances, remove every appearand of the 
diieafe; but a complete cure will not be accomplished if 
the ufe of the medicine is not perli led in ."or a ccniidera- 
bietxine thereafter. When the child is healthy, and not 
of a denca.e form, this ihouid be done with no .nterrupti- 
on, o f herw;fe it may be laid alide occasionally for eight or 
ten days together ; but upon the whole, it Ihomd be g.ven 
for the {pace of fifteen or uxteen weeks, and ne e. ehfc.Qn- 
tinued io long at once as to aitow the effects of the mercu- 
ry upon the fytiem to be entirely gone at any one t.rne. 

Wnen a child in this houation cannot be fuckied by its 
mother, either from her want of milk or any otlier caui'e, 
what are we to do ? Another nurfe is commonly piocured ; 
but this refource ought never to be adopted, for it le.dom 
fails of giving the diieafe in the molt virulent form to 
whoever is fo unfortunate as to be employed for thus pur- 
pofe. All fuch children ought to be nounfhed and Drought 
up on fpoon meat, nor mould the reilridion be coufined 
to the firff. weeks of infancy only. No child infected m 
this manner mould be put to the breall ol a i< und nurfe 
till a courfe of mercury has been continued lor three 
months at leall after every external mark ot the d.feaie is 
gone. In one inflame, where a child in this (ituatu n had 
for feven weeks been nurfed by the mother, and where mer- 
cury had been regularly continued for the fpace ot thiee 
weeks after every external mark of the difeaie had difap- 
peared two different nurfes were intecled, who were em- 
ployed to fuckie the child during a temporal y lever with 
which the mother was attacked. And in, another the dii- 
eafe was -gn en in the lame manner where the child was 
three mouths 00!, and where e ery fymptpm of fyphiiis 
had difappeared upwaids of eight weeks. Hence 1 con- 
clude that the greaiefl attention is required for preventing 
lini-iar occurrences, and that npthing will prove effectual 
but a regular and iong-contnn ed ufe of mercury. 

In add. t on to what I have already fa;d on the fubjccl of 
fyphiiis producing abortion, I may obferve, that when a 
woman has iuft'ered one or more abortions, and has xealon 
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to ihink that thev proceed from venereal infection, (he, as 
well as her hufband, mould immediately be put under 
mercury. It is a prevailing opinion that mercury is apt to 
occalion abortion, and it is therefore feldom given dur.ng 
pregnancy. Much experience, however, has convinced 
me that this opinion is not well founded, and, when ma- 
naged with caution, that it may be given in iuihcient quan- 
tities at everv period of pregnancy, for curing every iymp- 
tom of fyphiiis, and without doing the iealt injury either 
to the mother or child. We Would not indeed from choice 
give mercury during pregnancy; but when a woman id 
this ftate is evidently poxed, or when thece is good reafon 
to think that ^he is fo, I would not befit? te to advife a courfe 
of mercury. In different inuances I have done io, and 
always with much advantage. Where obvious fymptoms 
of Lues Venerea break out during pregnancy fcarcely any 
will doubt of the neceflity of giving mercury, but fome ex- 
p'.anation may be required for advifmg it to be given 
where there is only ground of fufpicion. 

In illuftration of the propriety of this, the following, 
among feveral cafes, may be recited. Five years ago I vi- 
fited a lady in the fourth month of pregnancy, on account 
of a . fimple fracture of the os humeri. The patient being 
young and healthy I prognoflicated a fpeedy cure. She 
had been married four years, and had fuffered two aborti- 
ons, one in the hxth, the other in the feventh month, and 
her friends were anxious left this accident mould produce 
the lofs of another child. This induced me to enquire 
into the cireumftanees attending the previous abortions, 
when I found that both children were born dead, and en- 
tirely deftitute of nails and cuticle. No obvious fyraptom 
of fyphiiis ha;! appeared upon the parents, but the hufband 
had occanotlaiiy beeri attacked with a dry fcaiy eruption 
upon the breaH: and (boulders. I alio discovered that he 
laboured under the venereal difeafe a few months before 
rfrarriage; a id it did not appear to me that he had taken 
mer: uy either with the regularity or to the extent necef- 
fary for removing the fymptoms which took place. This 
led me at once to fay that both he and his wife Ihoild im- 
mediately undergo a complete courfe of mercury. To 
this they fubi and in lefs than a year from the com- 
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mencement of the courfe the latter was delivered of a heal- 
th/ child. Now here was only ground for fufpicion ; but 
the event gave caufe to imagine that if this kind of proof 
was to be fet afide where direct evidence cannot be pro- 
cured, and which often happens in cafes of this kind, ma- 
ny coniut 'tions would be irreparably injured, and many 
children loll which otherwife might be laved. 

Daring pregnancy mercury ought in every inftance to 
be ufed in the form of un&ion, as we thereby with moil 
certainty prevent it from acting upon the itomach and 
bowes, and thus avoid the hazard of abortion taking place 
as tie effect of irritation upon thefe parts. 

Nothing indeed more readily excites abortion than pur- 
gatives, when fevere in their operation upon the bowels, 
or when they even only produce any confiderable degree 
of tenefmus ; and as the internal exhibition of mercury is 
frequently the caufe of this, it cannot but with much ha- 
zard be given in any confiderable quantity during preg- 
nancy. 



SECT. VII. 

Of fame Peculiarities of Form under which Lues Venerea 
has appeared in Scotland and Canada, 

I HAVE already had occafion to remark that this dif- 
eafe has appeared with fome peculiarities both in Scotland 
and in Canada. By the accounts received of it from Ca- 
nada it feems to have appeared in that country in the fame 
manner, and under the fame form as it had a confiderable 
time before done in Scotland ; and as few have had more 
opportunities of feeing it here than I have ha J, I mean to 
give a ihort defcnption of the appearances which it exhi- 
bits, and to mention the method of cure which hitherto has 
been found molt effectual. 

In the Highlands of Scotland this difeafe is ufually term- 
ed livvens or fibbens : In Dumfries (hire and Galloway it 
is commonly called the yaws, from a refemblance which it 
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is fuppofed to bear to the African and Weft Indian difeafe 
of that name ; but over the whole kingdom it is known to 
be the venereal difeafe. That this is fo is certain frcm 
thofe affli&ed with it in every diftrid where it has yet ap- 
peared having been able to trace it to fuch an origin as left 
no room for doubt, as well as from the fymptoms which 
take p'ace in it bearing an exact refemblance to thofe of 
the later ftages of Lues Venerea in the ordinary form of 
the difeafe, and from mercury beine the only remedy up- 
on which we can place any dependence for a radical cure. 

It never appears, as I have eifewhere had occafion to 
cbferve, in the form of Gonorrhoea, nor feidom at firft in 
any form upon the genitals, owing to the manner in which 
it is mod frequently communicated. 1 he ink-clion being 
for the moft part received by eating or drinking out of the 
lame utenfils with thofe labouring under the difeafe, it often 
appears at firft in the throat or forne part of the mouth. 
In the mouth the fores have the ufual appearances of vene- 
real ulcers. This is likewife the cafe in the throat when 
the difeafe has been of fome duration ; but at fir ft, and of- 
ten for the fpace of feveral weeks, although the patient 
complains of a good deal of uneaiinefs in fwallowing, and 
of a conftant hoarfencfs, there is nothing perceived upon 
infpeclion but a degree of ten '.ernefs accompanied with an 
erysipelatous rednefs of the amygdalae, uvula, and velum 
pendulum palati. If not prevented, however* by the ufe 
of mercury, ulcers atlalt form upon thefe parts, and com- 
monly fpread more quickly than venereal ulcers ufual lv do 
in other parts of the body ; infomuch that the uvula and 
amygdalae will fometimes be entirely deftroyed in the courfe 
ew days, and a degree of hoarfenefs and lofs of voice 
produced, from which the patient never afterwards reco- 
vers. 

It is particularly apt to affect the internal parts of the 
noie ; and when the fores penetrate to the ofla fpongiofa 
thefe foon become ca»rious, and come away in fmall pieces 
along with the matter, which is always exceedingly foetid. 
When not prevented by mercury the ulcers fpread to the 
hard bones of the nofe, and from thefe to the bones of the 
cheeks. In this manner the whole face becomes ulcerat- 
ed, for when thefe bones are affected the contiguous foft 
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parts likewife become foon difeafed. It is not uncommon 
for thefe ulcers to attack the. eye-iids. 

When the infection is not received by the mouth the 
difeafe appears in a variety of forms in different parts o. the 
furiace of the body. When ihe virus has entered the fyf- 
tem the parts upon winch it fint commomv freaks o u a*e 
the genita s, the parts contiguous to the anus, the a titer or 
pa.ris O! the thighs and legs, the under part of theaodomen, 
the breait, arms, fingers, and toes, and hairy fcaip. 
It does not fo readily fix upon the ffemy parts of the 
legs or thighs, or on the back. In fome the parts be- 
come covered with an infinite number of fmall puf- 
tules, and, as they are itchy, the difeafe is at firif. of- 
ten miftaken for itch. This happens the more readi- 
ly from its prevailing alnioft entirely among the com- 
mon people, who, from want of cleanlinefs, frequent- 
ly labour under itch ; and fo much is iibbens confined 
to this fet of people, that excepting children, who are 
more particularly expofed to receive infection from 
fervants, thofe in the higher ranks of life are fcarcely 
ever attacked with it, at leaft few inftances of their 
being fo have fallen within my obfervation. 

This eruption, however, foon aiTumes appearances 
which fufficiently diftinguifh it from itch. The fkin 
upon which it is feated becomes thickened and fome- 
what elevated, and acquires the characteriftic mark of 
♦venereal blotches, a peculiar copper-colour appear- 
ance. 

The late Do&or Gilchrifr. of Dumfries, in a paper 
upon this fubjeft, in the Phyfical and Literary EfTays 
of Edinburgh, remarks, "that thefe fcabby eruptions 
are often met with on the fcalp, forehead, inlidc of 
the thighs, groins, and parts contiguous. Inflamma- 
tion and excrefcences about the fundament are fre- 
quent ; and it fometimes appear:, in the form of a her- 
pes exedens, healing in one part and breaking out in 

another.' 1 

Some have fmall tubercles, or hard elevated knots 
upon the face, arms, and bread, fome what refembling 
fmall pox at the height, but of a red or copper-colour,^ 
and accompanied with a painful degree of heat. If 
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mercury is given early thefe tumours gradually fub- 
fide, otherwife they become large and di (charge a I i- 
tid vifcid matter, which forms into crufts or flai , 
and on their falling off, the j arts beneath are red, ten- 
der, and in fome cafes in a date of ulceration. 

Indead of this more numerous eruption fomc are at- 
tacked with fmall inflammatory boils, which do not 
readily fuppurate, but remain for a conlidemble time 
hard and of a copper- colour, and at lnft dif charge a 
thin bloody ichor. Thefe at £rd refemble the com- 
mon anthrax or carbuncle, but foon after buriting they 
a (Tunic all the appearances of the true venereal ulcer. 
But the mod characteridic fymptom of this varie- 
ty of fyphilisis a Toft ijpongy excrefcence, in (ize and 
colour reiembling a common rafp, which is apt to ap- 
pear on all inch parts as either become ulcerated, or 
that are attacked with any kind of eruption • (ivven 
or fibben being in many parts of the Highlands the 
name of a wild rafp, and this being a, very frequent 
fymptom of the difeafe,, is the cauie of its being dif- 
tinguifhed by this appellation. In fome indances this 
fpongy fubltance riles to a coniidci abie height, nor 
can it be kept down by any of the common ekharro- 
tics ; for although, entirely removed, ii the virus of 
the difeafe be not eradicated by the ufe of a full courle 
of mercury, it foon returns to a greater extent than 
before ; but as mercury is commonly given as foon as 
this fymptom becomes evidently marked, the excref- 
cence is feldom fomuch elevated as it otherwife would 
be. 

Thefe fungous productions are occa(k»nally met 
with in every part of the body ; but they are parti- 
cularly apt to form on fuch parts as have become ten- 
der whether from previous eruption or from the cu- 
ticle having feparated and come off from the (kin be- 
neath ; a circumftance which iometimes takes place 
in this difeafe, and when to any confiderable extent, 
always with much inconvenience and didrcis. 

In the treatife which I have mentioned Doctor Cil- 
chrid obferves that this difeafe does not attack the 
large and (olid bones, and very rarely any of the others. 
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I have however .feen feveral inftances of the contrary, 
in which both the bones of the legs and arms have 
been ailccterl ; and it is by no means uncommon to 
find this difeafe fix upon the bones -of the head. I 
have feen it indeed in every part of the body, and in 
every form under which Lues Venerea ufually ap- 
pears, except in chancres upon the genitals. I have 
ieen it produce fores refembling chancres upon the lips 
and m the nipples of nuries ; and where an infection 
has been of long duration I have knows ulcers form 
up >n the penis, but I have not known an inftance of 
J >i icing chaucres either in men or women from 

c . ion, ) wing, I imagine, to all who are attacked with 
ulcers upon theie parts from this caufe avoiding ve- 
nereal mtercourfes, which they very univerfally do 
till a care is obtained by a courfe of mercury ; but 
although iibbens is no. ufually met with in the form 
of chancres upon the penis, this, as well as other parts 
of the genitals, are particularly apt to be attacked 
with fuch ulcers as appear from the virus having en- 
tered the constitution. In different inftances I have 
known the whole penis and fcrotum deftroyed with 
it, but this has commonly happened from the patient 
having neglected too long to call for medical afliftance, 
or from mercury being given in too lmall quantities. 
Thefe ulcers, like the ufuaj form of venereal ulcers 
proceeding from the conftitutional form of the difeafe, 
do not commonly produce buboes. This, however, 
is not univerfal ; for buboes fometimes take place in 
(ibbens, not only from the primary ulcers o^the dif- 
eafe, as I have in more than one inftance perceived in 
the arm pit from fores produced upon the nipple in 
hurling an infected child, but alio from thofe which 
appear upon the penis and other parts of the genitals 
from the virus having entered thefyftem, and the ap- 
pearance of buboes produced by fibbsns, whether in 
their {welled or ulcerated Mates, is in every refpect the 
iime with that of the ordinary form of venereal bubo. 
Syphilis, in whatever way the infedlion is commu- 
nicated, is readily transmitted, as we have already had 
occalion to fee, from parents to the foetus in utero, and 
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this is particularly apt to happen in libbens. Sibbens 
therefore proves a frequent caufe of abortions, al- 
though in fome inftances children are born with it at 
the full time, and in a few it breaks out in the courfe 
of the firft month after delivery. 

In the treatment of libbens, 'as of every variety of 
Lues Venerea, mercury is the only remedy upon which 
v, e can place dependence. Sarfaparilla, guiacum, and 
mezereon have occahonally proved ufeful, but wc 
truft to mercury alone for a radical cure. The ob- 
fervations we have already had occalion to offer on 
the employment of mercury apply with equal propri- 
ety to the treatment of every lymptom of libbens. It 
is therefore unneceiTary to confider the lubjedt farther 
at prefent ; but while we refer for this purpofe to 
different parts of the preceding fections, I think it 
right to obferve, that a greater quantity of mercury 
is in molt inftances required for the cure of libbens 
than we ufually find to be necelTary in the ordinary 
form of the difeafe. Relief is obtained with perhaps 
equal eaie, and a Itop may be put to the farther pro- 
grefs of the dileaie by the fame quantity that we em- 
ploy for the common fymptoms of pox, but it is more 
apt to return if the medicine be not given in larger 
quantities, and continued for a confiderable time after 
every appearance of infection is removed. When 
the difeafe has been of. long duration mercury ought 
to be continued for lev en or eight weeks after every 
fv nip torn ha i difappeared. 

A practitioner of experience and obfervation, and 
who had many opportunities of feeing every fymptom 
of libbens, informed me that mercurius fublimatus 
corroiivus frequently proves luccefsful in the cure of 
the more inveterate fymptoms of the difeafe when the 
niiider preparations of mercury fail. He gave it in 
the form of drops. Sixteen grains were diiiolved in 
an ounce of water %\ iih the addition of eight grains of 
crude iai ammoniac, and of this ten drops were given 
three pr four times a-day. 

When ulcers in the throat and other parts do not 
readily yield to the ule of mercury, we have recourse 
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to cauftic and efcharrotics,and they prove equally ufe- 
ful here as in every variety of lore proceeding from 
Lues Venerea. In various inftances they have been 
rendered clean and brought into a healing condition 
by fumigating with cinnabar, when they had previouf- 
ly re lifted every other remedy. 

The public, however, are equally interefted in the 
prevention of this difeafe as in the cure of it, particu- 
larly in thofe diftridts where it has long prevailed, and 
with proper attention there is much reafon to fuppofe 
that it might foon be eradicated. In forne parts of 
Scotland this has already indeed been accomplished, 
and the means by which it has been done are limple, 
and eafily praCtifed. They coniift entirely in a due 
attention to cleanlinefs and in preventing nurfes and 
other fervants from being employed where there is 
the leaft reafon to imagine that they are infecled. In 
the choice of a nurie this is a point of the utmoft im- 
portance ; for in fibbens, as in every other form of 
fyphilis, I have had many proofs of the difeafe being 
communicated by the milk alone, and as this is almolt 
the only way by which it has found accefs to families 
of rank, they are particularly interefted in prevent- 
ing it. 

The chief difficulty which occurs to the prevent'- 
on of this difeafe proceeds from thofe who ought molt 
anxioufly to wifli for it. The ^infected are fo much 
afraid of a difcovery being made to injure their repu- 
tation that they do all in their power to conceal it, 
by which they are often prevented from taking mer- 
cury in that complete manner by which alone a cure 
can be accomplished. I know, however, that this 
anxiety for concealment may be removed, and, with 
proper attention, that thofe poor people who other- 
wife would fall victims to the baneful effects of the 
difeafe may be eafily induced to apply for medical af- 
ftftance. The clergy have this fo much in their pow- 
er, that through their interference the fibbens might 
foon be eradicated. In one parifh this was actually 
done. The difeafe had fpread to fuch an alarming 
height that more than three-fourths of the inhabit- 
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ants were infected, and many of the more delicate, 
particularly young children and females, died under it. 
This had gone on for many years, when by the exer- 
tions of the clergyman of the parilh it was entirely 
removed in thecourfe of amort time. He went per- 
fonally to every individual of his parifh and convinc- 
ed them of the propriety of applying for medical af- 
fiftance immediately on the difeafe breaking out, which 
they agreed to the more readily from their being fen- 
fible that all of them had got the difeafe in the molt 
innocent manner. In this way it was foon carried off, 
and by due attention to cleanJiuefs, and avoiding all 
kind of intercourfe with thofe who they fufpeeted to 
labour under it, the difeafe has now for a confiderable 
time been entirely fubducd. This has in fome degree 
indeed been the cafe in every diflritt of Scotland 
where fibbens ever prevailed. In fome lituations it 
has been nearly eradicated, and in none is it now fo 
frequent as it was fome years ago. There is much 
caufe therefore to hope that by the fuperior attention 
to cleanlinefs, which of late years has prevailed among 
our common people, it will foon become every where 
unknown. 

If the difeafe as it prevails in Canada is the fame 
with the fibbens of Scotland, and from all that I have 
heard of it there is no caufe to doubt of its being fo, 
the fame method of cure will prove effectual, and the 
fame means of prevention muft be obferved. 



SECT. VIII. 

Of Prophylaxies in Lues Venerea^ 

TO prevent infection is an object of the firft import- 
ance in all difeafes, but there is none in which our en- 
deavours have proved lefs fuccefsful than in this. As 
the pleafures and fafety of mankind are both interefled* 
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Prophylactics in Lues Venerea have long been an object 
of attention ; but hitherto, notwithstanding all the boaft- 
ed fpecifics with which every kingdom of Europe 
abounds, nothing has been difcovered upon which any 
dependance can be placed. 

At frrft view one would not doubt of ablution alone 
proving fufficient for preventing infection. As the 
parts to which the matter of infection is applied are alto- 
gether externa], and as a confrderable length of time 
commonly elapfes before any effects are produced by it, 
we might with confidence expect that bathing the parts in 
warm water, or any other liquid, could fcarcely fail of 
Temoving the contagious matter. This, however, is not 
the cafe; for although fome advantage may occafionally 
be derived from careful ablution we have daily proofs of 
its failure, even when praelifed with all manner of atten- 
tion. 

This muft probably arife from the virus being either 
exceedingly fubtile, or fo very adhefive that it cannot be 
feparated from parts to which it ha? found accefs by any 
means that have as yet been employed. In this view, 
therefore, two objects prefent themfelves. Any applica- 
tion to be made ufe of mould not only be of a very pe- 
netrating nature, but capable of deftroying that connec- 
tion by which the virus is thus made to adhere to the 
parts to which it is applied. I alfo think it probable that 
fome advantage may be derived from combining mercu- 
ry with whatever is belt adapted to thefe purpofes. By 
acting as an antidote it may f'erve to deftroy fuch parts of 
the venereal poifon as the others have not been able to 
remove. 

Crude mercury, triturated with honey and with tur- 
pentine, and mixed with a fufficient quantity of water., 
has been ufed as a warn for this purpofe ; but the molt 
convenient way of employing mercury here is in the 
form of a watery folution of corrofive fublimate. It may 
be ufed of various degrees of ftrengtb, from the quantity 
of one grain to three grains of mercury in the ounce of 
water. More than this proves irritating and corrofive. 

As it is probable that the virus proves more adhefive 
than it otherwife would be by combining with the mu- 
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cus of the parts to which it is applied, all fuch articles as 
prove foivenls of mucus, or that ma more particular man- 
ner deftroy its tenacity, may with propriety be employ- 
ed in the compoiition of an antifyphilitic warn. Upon 
this principle lime-water maybe ufed with advantage; 
alfo the cauitic fixed alkali, and even the cauftic volatile 
alkali fo diluted with water as to admit of their being ap- 
plied with fafety. 

No harm can enfue from the external ufe of anv of 
thefe articles in th form of a wafh, and more advantage, 
I have reafon to think, may be derived from them than 
is commonly obtained from the ufe of thofe fecret fpeci- 
fics which the inte're'fi: of ihdiyid ials and credulity of our 
young people ha -e occasionally brought into nonce. I 
think it right, however, again to remark, that none of 
them can with certainty be relied upon, and that in no 
inftance ought any of them to be injected into the ure- 
thra, as preventatives of Gonorrhoea. When the difeafe 
has actually taken place, they may, when much diluted, 
be ufed with freedom ; but they cannot be employed but 
with much rifk of inducing inflammation when of fuch a 
fhrength as can have any influence in diflodging the virus, 
by diifolving or deftroying the mucus with which it is 
combined. Whether thefe fpecifics to which I allude 
have any of the articles which I have mentioned for their 
bafis or not I cannot determine, but when ufed as 
injections they often do much harm by exciting pain, and 
fuch a confiant inclination to pafs urine as proves ex- 
ceedingly difirefsfiil. 



S EC T. IX. 

Of Lues Venerea as inducing other Difenfcs. 

AS the virus of fyphilis is often difficult to eradicate, 
and the difeafe being frequently known to break out 
again long after a cure has been fuppofed to have been 



Sect. IX. AS INDUCING OTHER DISEASES. 20Q 

accomplished, the fears of patients have induced them to 
fufpecl that it cannot with any certainty be removed af- 
ter having appeared as a general difeafe of the iyftem, 
and even to confider it as the caufe of many other difeafes. 

Even practitioners have been divided in their opini- 
ons upon this. The refuk of my obfervation has alrea- 
dy been given on the power of mercury in curing the 
difeafe. In feCtion fourth of this chapter I have endea- 
voured to {how that where failures have happened they 
mud in a great meafure have arifen either from the mil- 
conduct of patients when under mercury or from too 
fmall a quantity of the remedy being given. But while 
I am clearly of this opinion I at the fame time think that 
Lues Venerea is often the caufe of other difeafes, which 
frequently prove fatal from want of a proper application 
of mercury, by which a cure of all of them might be ea- 
fily obtained. . . 

In the preceding parts of this work a defcription is 
given of all the ordinary fymptoms of Lues Venerea, and 
of the method of treatment appropriated to each ; but if 
the opinion which I am now endeavouring to fupport is 
well founded, this difeafe, it is evident, muft occalion- 
ally appear under other forms. 

We have already had occafion to obferve that Lues 
Venerea, when not interrupted in its courfe by the ufe 
of mercury, ufuaily makes a certain progrefs, and that 
the fymptoms make their appearance with fome regulari- 
ty But" when mercury is employed, and not given in 
quantities fufficient for eradicating the- virus although 
all the fymptoms may thereby be iufpended, trie difeafe 
will certainly appear either' in the fame or fome other 
form at fome future period. In this cafe the difeafe ge- 
n-rally {hows itfelf by one or other of the fymptoms that 
have been defcribed, but occafioiially we meet with it un- 
der a variety of other appearances ; the virus, mftead of 
he ordinary fymptoms of Lues Venerea, tend- 
rather to induce other difeafes, ■ ,'/•.• 

This I know is denied by many, wlio allege that fyphi- 
lis is never produdlve of other difeafes; but I have met 
with it in fuch a number of infiances, and thefe fo evi- 
dently marked, that I confider the fad as certain. The 

Vol. II. D d 
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virus of fyphilis will not produce anv difeafe that depends 
upon a fpecific contagion, fuch as fmall-pox, meafles, 
itch, and fome others, but I have much reafon to think 
that a great variety of other difeafes are induced by it. 
It may be afked in what manner can fyphilis act in produc- 
ing other difeafes, and what evidence can be given of its 
ever having done fo ? In anfwer to this 1 may obferve, 
that it is often difficult, and fometimes impoffible, to ex- 
plain the action of caufes in producing dileafes. We 
may eafily, however, fuppofe, where the virus of fyphi- 
lis exifts in the fyftem, but not in fufficient force to (how 
itfelf by the ufual and more obvious fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe, that it may, however in various mftances be capa- 
ble of exciting a great deal of derangement, and even 
manv difeafes which otherwife might not take place, and 
that it will more efpecially be apt to produce thofe dif- 
eafes to which the conititution is predifpofed, or thofe to 
which the patient is rendered liable by expofure to parti- 
cular occafional caufes. If the virus can*exiit in the fyf- 
tem for a confiderable length of time without (hewing any 
external mark of difeafe, and of this few I believe will 
doubt, it is difficult to conceive that it ihould not produce 
both general derangement and particular organic affec- 
tions ; and accordingly I believe that it more frequently 
does fo than we are ufualiy led to imagine. The evi- 
dence which I could give of this would be exceedingly 
ample, as I could relate a very extenfive collection of 
cafes in a great variety of difeafes in which it actually hap- 
pened ; but the extent of this publication renders it ne- 
cetTary to confine the proofs of it within narrower limits. 
The difeafes induced by the venereal virus, of which I 
(hall give inilances, are pthifis, aithma, rheumatifm, 
dropfy, head-ach, epilepfy, and mania. 

In the month of October 1783 I was defired to vifit a 
gentleman at fome difhmce from town, with an extenlive 
foul ulcer upon his left moulder. This was mentioned 
as the moil material part of his diftrefs ; but I alfo found 
that he had for feveral months laboured under all the 
moft alarming fymptoms of pthifis, fuch as fevere cough, 
fpitting of purulent matter, pains in the breaft and fides, 
night fweats, quick pulfe, and an emaciated flate of the 
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body. Thefe fymptoms, however, did not excite the 
attention of the patient nor of his friends fo much as the 
ulcer upon his fhoulder, which, from the great quantity 
of mater which it difcharged, and the great length of 
time which it had endured, was confidered as the caufe 
of his weaknefs as well as of all the other fymptoms. 

The appearance of the fore giving caufe to think that it 
might: be venereal, I mentioned this to the furgeon in 
attendance, as well as to my patient, with a view to dif- 
cover whether from the hiftory of the cafe, and from his 
previous courfe of life there was any ground for fufpicion. 
The anfwer which I received to this inquiry was, that 
foon after the firif. appearance of this ulcer, about three 
years before the time of my being confulted, an ulcer 
had appeared in his throat, accompanied with fome other 
fymptoms of fyphilis. For the removal of thefe he had 
been put under a long courfe of mercury, which had 
proved fuccefsful ; and as he had not fince that period run 
any rifle of being infected he did not fuppofe it pofnble 
that the ulcer upon his fhoulder, or any of his other 
fymptoms could be venereal. Having found, however, 
that the mercury, although long continued, had never 
been given in greater quantities than to render the mouth 
moderately fore, and that for a confiderable time an erup- 
tion refembling venereal blotches had prevailed over his 
bread and arms, I did not hehtate to fay that the infec- 
tion had not been eradicated, and that he ought imme- 
diately to enter upon a full courfe of mercury. 

The chief objection to this was the debilitated ftate 
of our patient, and the quicknefs of pulfe, with other 
fymptoms of fever, which prevailed in a very confi- 
derable degree, the pulfe at this time beating- up- 
wardsof i 30 in a minute. Even thefe confiderations, 
however, did not deter me from advifing the life of 
mercurv ; having even at that time feen more than 
one cafe of a fimilar nature, where the lungs were evi- 
dently afrecled, and in which a cure was obtained by 
mercury ; and judging from the whole hiftory of the 
cafe that.the pthilical fymptoms might be kept up by 
the fyphilitic virus, I obferved to my patient, that if 
my conjecture was well founded, thefe fymptoms, as 
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well as the others, would gradually abate on the mer- 
cury taking effect. I alfo faid to his friends, that in 
fuch circumftances the mercury could not add much 
to his hazard, however feverely it might operate ; 
the nature and feverity of his fymptoms being Inch as 
gave no caufe to imagine that he could live above a lew 
weeks if fome unexpected alteration did not take place. 

The patient himfelf having readily acquiefced a courie 
of mercury was immediately prefcribed. At firfl he rub- 
bed in a drachm of ltrong mercurial ointment every even- 
ing. This came to be repeated morning and evening ; 
and as his cough and fever were not increased by it, and 
the ftate of his mouth enabling him to bear it, the quantity 
at each application was increafed at the end of eight days 
to a drachm and a half. The ulcer was drefled with com- 
mon wax ointment. About the end of a fortnight it be- 
came clean, which it had never before been, and any un- 
ealineis with which it had pre"iouily been accompanied 
was now removed. The blotches upon his fkm had begun 
to yield, and even the febrile fymptoms, inllead of being 
increnied by the mercury, were fomewhat abated. His 
mouth became exceedingly fore ; but although a good deal 
ot falivation was excited the fame quantity of mercury was 
continued. This I was induced to infill upon from our 
having now very fatisfaclory evidence of all his fymptoms 
being venereal, for even the cough and purulent expecto- 
ration became moderate in proportion to the quantity of 
mercury that was exhibited. By the end of the lixth week 
the cough was nearly gone ; the blotches were almoft en- 
tirely removed ; the ulcer continued perfectly clean and 
much contracted, and his pulfe did not new beat above 
ninety itrokes in a minute. 

In the courfe of a fortnight from this time, that is, after 
he had taken mercury for the fpace of eight weeks, fcaice- 
ly any remains of the blotches could be perceived : The 
fore was reduced to the fourth part of its original extent ; 
but about this period it became nearly ftationary, for which 
it was touched every fecond or third day with lunar cauitic. 
At the end of another fortnight it was comple t elv cicatrif- 
ed ; but the infection having been of long duration, I 
judged it proper to continue the mercury three weeks Ion- 
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ger, being thirteen weeks in all. He had now been many 
weeks entirely free of cough. His pulfe was about its na- 
tural ilandard ; and as he had been allowed naurifhing di- 
et during the whole courfe, he was even confiderably im- 
proved in appearance and ftrengtk By the beginning of 
the enfuing fummer he was equally flrong as he had ever 
been at any period, and when I bit law him, about three 
years ago, he had continued entirely free both of Lues Ve- 
nerea and pthifis. 

In the beginning of January 1784 I was deliied to vifit 
a patient newly conic to town, with lores on different parts 
of his bodv and limbs, and he had alio for a considerable 
time been diitrefled with ailhma. It was chiefly however 
for the fores that he applied for advice, as he had been led 
to conlider afthma as a difeafe for which there was no re- 
medy. There was one large ulcer immediately above the 
great trochanter of the right thigh ; one upon the middle 
and moll prominent part of each leg, both of which pene- 
trated to the tibia ; one upon the breaft, where the iternum 
appeared to be thickened, although not carious ; one upon 
the rignt fide, upon the feventh and eighth ribs ; and a 
fmall Vinous ulcer upon the middle and outiide of the right 
arm, which, upon probing, vs/as found to run to the furfoCe 
of the ulna, which was ipugh for the ipace of an inch. Be- 
fides thefe there were feveral fmall ulcers upon the toes of 
both fee:. The'':, as veil as the others, were all foul, and 
difcharged a thin, foetid matter ; and being accompanied 
with that erysipelatous kind of rednefs which frequently 
furraunjis the margins of venereal ulcers, I was thereby- 
led to fufpeCt them to be of a venereal nature. The pati- 
ent men! Toned, as reafons for thinking that I was miftaken, 
that thefe ulcers were now of feven years continuance, and 
on the fufpicion of their being venereal that he had taken 
mercury to a coniiderable extent at three different times, 
each courfe having been continued for nine or ten weeks ; 
and a-. he had from all the three derived benefit, that 

non e res had healed by the effects of any of them, 

anc! t o o£«them had even become worie loon alter 

the laft couvie of men as left off. . The althmatic 

fymptoms were now of five years duration. They began 
Without anv obvious caufe, and had gradually become 



2'4 Of Lues Venerea Ch. IV, 

more violent, nor had any remedy that had been employ- 
ed for them given him relief, excepting opium, and even 
this was merely temporary. Befides a conflant difficult 
breathing, he was liable to periodical attacks of a more fe- 
vere nature, which occaiionally came to fuch a height as to 
endanger fuffocatiom Thefe occurred melt frequently 
during deep, and, for the molt part, with much regularity, 
about three o'clock in the morning. 

The patient, who was now about forty-five years of age, 
acknowledged that in his earlier years he had fuffered much 
from Lues Venerea, but having been led to fupp< fe that 
he had already taken more mercury than was neceilary, it 
was with difficulty that I perfuadtd him to enter upon a 
farther courfe of it. The more, however, that I heard of 
the rife and progrefs of his complaints the more I was con- 
vinced of their being venereal ; for beiides the appearan- 
ces of the fores which I have mentioned, I found upon en- 
quiry that he had never taken a full courfe of mercury, 
for although it had always rendered his gums fore, he had 
never ufed it in fuch quantities as to require confinement. 
Neither had any of the attempts which had been made to 
cure the fores by external applications proved fuccefsful. 
A great variety had been employed, but although fome of 
thefe had rendered them more clean than they had been 
before, and procured a difcharge of better matter, no per- 
manent advantage had been derived from any of them. 

Thefe confiderations determined me to give a deci- 
iive opinion on the propriety of his taking mercury in 
larger quantities than he had ever as yet done. This 
induced him to agree to it, and he entered upon the 
courfe on the 14th of January. At firft he rubbed in 
a drachm of mercurial ointment every night, and took 
one of the blue pills evening and morning. In the 
courfe of eight days he ufed two drachms of the oint- 
ment daily, and the fame number of pills were con- 
tinued till his mouth became exceedingly fore, and a 
good deal of faiivaticn induced which happened at the 
end of a fortnight. At this period the pills were left 
off, and only a drachm of the ointment employed dai- 
ly. The common wax ointment was applied to the 
fores, and renewed morning and evening. 
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Till he entered upon this courfe the fores had at all 
tim-s given him much uneafinefs. They had never 
1 acute pain, but they were accompanied 
with an imeafy, itcr/ienfation, which frequently deprived 
hi. n entirely of reft. Before the end of the third week 
this was completely removed; the fores were become 
clean, and the difcharge of a better confidence; at the 
fame time that his aflhmatic fymptoms were by no means 
fo fevere. As by this he was convinced of the propriety 
of the courfe of mercury, he readily fu omitted to the dif- 
treis and inconveniency which it produced, and kept his 
mouth fully affected during the whole time of it. By the 
beginning or March, that is, after having taken mercury for 
nearly feven weeks, all the fores were entirely healed ex- 
cepting that upon the outlide of the thigh and thofe upon 
the legs. Even thefe were much diminifhed, and the cure 
in all the three feemed to be retarded only by the ftate of 
the bones beneath, which were found to be denuded of the 
perioileum, and even in fome parts rough. Thefe, as 
well as the others, had been dreffed with mild wax oint- 
ment from the firft, and excepting the laying open the ii- 
nus upon the fore arm, no farther attention had been given 
to any of them. He now breathed eafiiy and had not ex- 
perienced any fevere fit of allhma from the time that his 
mouth became firfl fully affected with the mercury. 

The courfe was carried on in the fame degree to the end 
of the thirteenth week, when judging from the quantity of 
mercury employed, and the regular manner in which it 
had been taken, that the virus by which his difeafe feemed 
to have been produced rnufr be eradicated, I caufed him 
to leave it off. The allhma was entirely gone, and all the 
fores continued firm and well, excepting the three I have 
mentioned. I now fuppofed, however, that thefe were 
kept up entirely by the carious bones on which they were 
lea ted; and as a cure could not be looked for till the dif- 
eafed parts exfoliated, and as this might probably be tedi- 
ous, I advifed him, as foon as he could with fafety venture 
upon a journey, to go home, and to do nothing with a view- 
to the fores but dreffing regularly with red precipitate oint- 
ment in order to prevent the growth of a fungus, with 
winch all the three were covered. This, with the occafi- 
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onal life of calcined allum, prevented the fungus from be- 
ing ecnliderable ; but it was not till a year had elapled 
that any of the fores healed. About this period an exten- 
five exfoliation appeared to be corning away from the ti- 
bia of the right leg. He new came to town, and by cut- 
ting into it I got it eafily out, and the fore healed in a 
fortnight. The fore on the other leg healed in a fimilar 
manner at the end of three or four months after a fmall 
Jpiculated portion of the tibia had come away, but the ul- 
cer upon the trochanter has not healed. Several fmall 
pieces of bone have from time to time come away, but I 
conclude that more muft be thrown out before a firm ci- 
catrix will form ; for although now reduced to the appear- 
ance of a narrow fmus, which frequently heals, it ajways 
burfrs out again. It is not, however^ productive of much 
inconvenience ; and on account of the fituation or the 
bone, I think it better to truft to time alone than bv means 
of any operation to attempt to promote the exfoliation of 
the difeafed parts. No return of aitnma has taken place, 
and he is now in good health. 

In the month of May I 789 I was defired to vifit a pati- 
ent, by trade a brewer, aged forty, and very corpulent. 
For feveral years he has been liable to periodical re- 
turns of afthma, arid during all that period Ms breath- 
ing had been difficult, infomuch that he had for the 
molt part been obliged to deep nearly in an erect pof- 
ture. He had been li.:" requent and very dif- 

trefsful ] of tlie heart, and his pulfe was at 

ail times frequent and irregul ir. Other practitioners 
had preyioufly been called, and, as is ulual in fuch 
cafes, different opinions were formed of the caufe of 
the difeafe. By fomc it was coniidcred as gout ; others 
judged it to proceed from hydrops pectoris, while by 
fome it was fuppofed to c.rulit.ite what of late has 
been termed angina pectoris. The patient himfelf, 
however, was of opinion, that all his fymptoms ori- 
ginated from what he termed an ill-cured pox. He 
informed me that in his earlier years he had fullered 
much from frequent attacks of fyphilis, and not hav- 
ing taken mercury in a regular manner ; particularly 
from the lafl attack, and to which this affection of his 
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breathing had fucceeded : From this he was convinc- 
ed that the virus had not been eradicated. 

No evident fymptoms of Lues Venerea, however, 
could be difcovered ; To that I could not venture to 
adviie a courfe of mercury as my patient wifhed me to 
do. Purgatives, diuretics, and bliflers, were repeat- 
edly employed, but with no advantage ; and fome re- 
lief being derived from opiates, he was at lafl induc- 
ed to trult entirely to a large dofe of laudanum taken 
at bed-time, and a lefTer dofe in the morning. In this 
fituation I left him in the month of September, nor 
had I again occalion to fee him till the month of April 
] 790, when I was called on confultation with the fur- 
geon of the family for an ulcer which two months 
before had appeared upon the right iide of the nofe. 
At firft this ulceration wasfo inconliderable as fcarce- 
ly to excite his attention ; but, as it foon began to 
fpread, various applications were employed, from the 
mildeit to the flrongeft efcharrotics ; but although 
thefe, with the occafional ufe of lunar cauflic, had 
proved ufeful, by preventing the growth of fungus 
which had previoufly prevailed, flill the fore continu- 
ed to extend, and at this time had fpread to the op- 
pofite fide of the nofe. Upon inquiry I found that in 
the month of November, fome days after expofure to 
infection, a chancre had appeared upon the glans pe- 
nis ; but as it healed by being twice touched with 
cauflic, and which he had done without the know- 
ledge of his furgeon, he had not thought it neceffary 
to enter upon the ufe of mercury. 
At this time the difficulty of breathing and diftrefsful 
. palpitation of the heart were more fevere than they had 
ever been at any period -, but the account which I had 
received of this recent infection, the progrefs which the 
ulcer was daily making, and the inefficacy which had al- 
ready been experienced of local applications, determined 
me to advife an immediate and full courfe of mercury. 
Being informed that mercury did not readily affecl him, 
both the internal and external ufe of it was advifed ; fo 
that in the courfe of ten days his mouth was rendered as 
fore as he could poilibly bear it, and he falivated to the 
Vol. II. E e 
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quantity of between two and three Engliih pints a day. 
The lore was drefled with common wax ointment. 

In the courfe of three weeks from his entering upon 
the ufe of mercury the fore was considerably diminifhed, 
and at the end of fix weeks it was entirely healed ; but to 
the furprife and fatisfa&ion of all concerned all his other 
fymptoms became better on the mercury taking effect. 
The difficulty of breathing was foon much relieved, the 
palpitation vaniihed entirely, and the pulfe fell to its na- 
tural (tandard. It was feveral weeks before the aflhmatic 
affection left him entirely, but this happened before the 
end of the courfe, which was continued to the end of the 
third month ; and he has not fince that period experienc- 
ed anv return of his diforder. 

In this la ft cafe it may be a queftion whether the pati- 
ent laboured under fyphilis at the time when I firft faw 
him or not : He himfelf imagined that he did; and on find- 
ing afterwards that the difeafe in his bread was complete- 
ly removed by mercury, when rendered necefTary by the 
prefence of a more obvious fymptom of the difeafe, I 
camealfo to be of the fame opinion, and this induced me 
to give the mercury in large quantity, and to continue it 
longer than would have been necefTary for the cure of a 
more recent infection. 

In March 1787 I was confulted by a gentleman of for- 
tune in the fouth of England. His cafe wasdefcribed to 
be a fevere rheumatic affection, with which he had been 
afflicted for the fpace of eighteen months. After much 
expo lure to cold and wet weather in the courfe of hunting, 
he was attacked with fevere pains in all his joints, parti- 
cularly in the moulders, wrifts, knees, and ancles.* Thefe 
continued in fome degree from the firft approach of the 
difeafe, but he had occafionally been diftrefted with fe- * 
vere pains in his back, loins, and hip-joints, to fuch a 
degree as not to be able to move for two or three weeks 
together but with an unfupportable increafe of pain. His 
fingers and toes alfo became fwelled and painful ; and as 
the balls of the great toes had been particularly affeded 
his diforder by fome had been confidered as gout. At the ' 
time Of my being confulted the joints of his fingers were 
fc much fwelled that he could not even figh his name, but 
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the chief caufe of his diftrefs at that time was a fwelling of 
his right knee. The fwelling and pain in his other joints 
had ac different periods prevailed in various degrees ; they 
even at times left him entirely ; but the right knee had 
continued fwelled and painful from the firft, and at this 
period it was reprefented as being nearly double the fize 
of the other. There was accordingly much tenfion, and 
a very extenfive fluctuation had for feven or eight weeks 
been difcovered in the fuperior part of the tumour. The 
flcin, however, was no where difcoloured. He was at this 
time thirty-two years of age. When firft attacked with the 
diforder he was full and vigorous, but now much ema- 
ciated. His pulfe, however, was good, for although for 
a considerable time a good deal of fever prevailed, it had 
now left him entirely, his fkin was cool, and his pulfe be- 
tween feventy and eighty in a minute. 

The remedies he had employed were thefe : At firft he 
was repeatedly blooded ; the pained parts had been rub- 
bed with a variety of ftimulating applications, fuch as vo- 
latile liniment and tincture of cantharides, and bliflers had 
been frequently applied. He had taken James's powders, 
camphors, and opium ; but the latter being the only reme- 
dy from which he derived relief, the others had long been 
difufed. Sixty drops of laudanum taken at bed-time, and 
twenty-five in the morning kept him for the moft part to- 
lerably eafy, but he experienced much diftrefs whenever 
thefe were omitted. The following is the advice which 
I propofed to him : , 

1. That two drachms of a weak mercurial ointment, 
containing only a fifth part of mercury, mould be rubbed 
upon the fwelling of his knee evening and morning for the 
fpace of twenty minutes each time, and continued five or 
fix weeks if it did" not excite falivation. 

2. That he fhould ufe a warm bath of fea-water every 
fecond night : The whole body to remain immerfed for 
the fpace of twenty-five minutes, or half an hour, and a 
quantity of the warm water to be poured from the height 
of three or four feet upon the fwelled knee at each time of 
ufmg the bath. 

3. Inllead of laudanum at bed-time, that he fhould take 
fifteen or twenty grains of Dover's powder. 
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4. That he mould wear flannel next his (kin, not only 
upon the difeafed knee, but over his whole body. 

5. If by thefe means the fwelling did not abate in 
the courfe of four or five weeks, that blifters fhould 
be applied to it ; the firft to be applied upon that part 
of it in which the fluctuation was dif covered, and the 
others alternately on each fide of the joint. 

I heard again from him in the month of June, when 
he informed me that he had been prevented from 
ufing the mercury by a phyfician who had been con- 
fulted on the receipt of my opinion. Being afraid 
that his debility might be increafed by the mercury, 
he had desired tjjat it might not be ufed, but all the 
other parts of the courfe which I had pointed out had 
been complied with. His general ftate of health was 
better, and by the ufe of the warm bath and Dover's 
powder his pains had been much relieved, but they 
always recurred on thefe remedies being laid afide, 
and the fwelling of the knee was nearly in the fame 
ftate as when he firfl applied to me. Befides this, he 
had been attacked with a painful fwelling on the up- 
per part of his right fhoulder, which, after becoming 
red and tender, had ended in an extenfive foul ulcer. 
This giving rife to much anxiety, for the fore was 
daily becoming deeper, he was particularly anxious to 
have lbme remedy pointed out for it. 

In return to this, I defired that the mercury might 
{till be employed with a view to remove or leffen the 
fwelling of the knee, and I gave him formulae of dif- 
ferent ointments as dreflings for the fore on the fhoul- 
der. I faid, however, that he mult depend chiefly on 
the furgeon in attendance for the treatment of this 
fore ; but being within forty or fifty miles of London, 
I advifed him, if he did not foon get better, to go 
there for the advantage of a confutation. 

I did not hear of him again till the month of Sep- 
tember, when he arrived in Edinburgh. He now in- 
formed me that he had gone to London on the receipt 
of my fecond letter, and that he had been advifed to 
the ufe of guiacum ; a deep-feated pea iffue had been 
inferted on the infide of the fwelled knee 3 and differ- 
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ent ointments had been given him to apply in fuccef- 
fion to the fore on the fhoulder. Having continued, 
however, under the regular application of thefc for 
upwards of two months, and no advantage accruing 
from them, he determined at lafl on coming here. 
The pains over his joints were ftili very univerfal, al- 
moft every joint being more or lei's fwelled, but they 
were not any where fb fevere as they had at firft been. 
The fwelling on the knee was very conuderable, and 
a fluctuation v/as perceived, reaching from the patel- 
la, beneath the re&us mufcle, nearly to the middle of 
the thigh. The fkin, however, was not difcoloured, 
and the joint was 1H11 in fome degree capable both of 
flexion and extenfion. But the fymptom which gave 
him mofl uneafinefs was the ulcer upon his moulder, 
which had now extended from the top of the (houlder 
over the clavicle, and down to the middle of the hu- 
merus. It had already deffcroyed fome part of the del- 
toid mufcle, by which the motion of the arm was 
much impeded, and a confiderable portion of the cla- 
vicle was become carious. 

This ulcer he had lately been informed was of a 
fcrophulous nature, but as to me it had many of the 
appearances of a venereal fore, I decidedly faid fo, and 
on inquiry I found that there was Hill farther caufe 
of fufpicion. About three months before he was firft 
attacked with rheumatifm two fmall chancres appear- 
ed upon the penis, which were removed in the courfe 
of eight or ten days by the application of cauftic, and 
the ufe of a very fmall quantity of mercury. The 
quantity he could not exactly afcertain, but he knew 
tiiat he had not taken it for a week, and that his mouth 
had never been fore with it. I alio found, that near- 
ly about the time at which his moulder became fore 
an eruption had appeared upon different parts of his 
body, particularly among his hair and on his breaft, 
but which till now he had not mentioned, as he had 
not fuppofed it to be of any importance. This, hew- 
ever, along with the other circuinftances of his fitua- 
tion, determined me to advife a full courfe of mercu- 
ry, and which he the more readily agreed to from eve- 
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ry other remedy which had hitherto been tried hav- 
ing proved ineffectual, 

He entered upon this courfe on the Jfixth of Octo- 
ber. At firffc half a drachm of the blue ointment was 
rubbed in evening and morning, and one of the blue 
pills, with two grains of opium, were given at bed- 
time. The opium was necefTary not only for pre- 
venting purging, but from the patient having been in 
the habit of taking it. At the end often days, as the 
mouth was not afre&ed, nor any other fymptom pro- 
duced by the mercury, the quantity both of pills and 
ointment was doubled. This, in the courfe of a fort- 
night, rendered the mouth exceedingly fore, and pro- 
duced fome falivation ; but the uneafinefs excited by 
this was amply compenfated by the relief which he 
had obtained. Although the pains in his joints had 
abated they had ftill given him much diftrefs. This 
was almoft entirely removed in the courfe of a day or 
two after his mouth became evidently affetted, and 
being anxious to avoid the habit of taking opium, I 
found at the end of another week that he had left it 
off, and that he flept better without it than he had 
done for two years before. Still the knee continued 
nearly of the fame fize, but the fore on the moulder 
was much better. Under the fame dreflings which he 
had for fome time been ufing the furface of the fore 
foon became clean, the difcharge was of a better con- 
fidence, and much lefs offenfive,and in fome parts new 
granulations had begun to appear. 

The mercury was continued in fuch quantities to 
the end of the third month as was necefTary to keep 
the mouth completely lore during the whole period, 
and during the courfe of the laft of thefe months ne 
drank daily an Englifh quart of a flrong decoction of 
farfaparilla, guiacum, and mezereon.* At the end of 
fix weeks all the fwellings of the fmaller joints, parti- 
cularly thofe of the fingers, were entirely removed, 
and even the fulnefs of the knee was confiderably re- 
duced. The fore on the fhoulder was already con- 

* Vide Appendix, Vol. I. No. 46. 



Sect. IX. AS INDUCING OTHER DISEASES. 22$ 

tracted to one half of its former fize, and at the end 
of another fortnight the whole of it was cicatrifed ex- 
cepting thofe parts feated upon the carious part of the 
clavicle. At this time too the knee had affumed a 
very different appearance. It was not only much 
leffened but the fluctuation above the patella was en- 
tirely gone. No application had been made to it but 
a portion of the mercurial ointment, which, morning 
and evening, was rubbed upon it. In the courfe of 
the tenth week a thin, long exfoliation took place 
from the clavicle, and the fmall fore- which remained 
healed in a few days thereafter. He continued here 
for feveral weeks after the courfe was over, and on 
going away, although the knee was about an inch in 
circumference larger than the other, it gave him no 
uneafinefs, not even in walking ; but a very conlider- 
able degree of fliffnefs remained in the joint of the 
right moulder, and which I informed him might pro- 
bably continue for a great length of time, perhaps even 
for life, owing to a confiderable portion of the deltoid 
mufcle having been deftroyed by the ulcer. In order 
to leffen this fliffnefs as much as poffibje, I defired, as 
Toon as the fkin was fufficiently firm to admit of it, 
that the whole fhoulder and arm fhouid be rubbed 
evening and morning with fome emollient oil, and if 
no relief was obtained from this, that he fhouid go to 
Bath, and have the warm waters of that place pump- 
ed upon it. I found, however, after two years had 
elapfed, although in every other relpeft he continued 
well, that his fhoulder remained in nearly the fame 
ftate. 

Many cafes have fallen under my care of venereal pains 
which refembled rheumatifm fo much that it was difficult 
to diltinguiih of what nature they were ; but in a great pro- 
portion of thefe, circum fiances were difcovered upon en- 
quiry, by which the diftinction was fufficientiy well mark- 
ed. In this, however, as well as in fome others which I 
have met with, the fymptoms were for a long while fo evi- 
dently rheumatic that there was not the leaft caufe to fuf- 
pect them to be venereal. Venereal pains almoft univer- 
fally fix upon the middle parts of limbs ; very rarely up- 
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on the joints only. Now in this cafe the joints only were 
affected, as very commonly happens in rheumatifm, and 
the patient having been much expofed to the moft fre- 
quent caufe of that difeafe, whiie no fymptom occurred 
that had any appearance of being venereal till thefe pains 
had continued upwards of twenty months. The ulcer on 
the moulder was the firft fymptom that created fufpicion ; 
for when I prefcribed the mercurial ointment, it was not, 
I mull acknowledge, from thinking that the patient was 
infected with Lues Venerea, but from experience of its 
utility in fimilar affections of the joints proceeding from 
other caufes. 

An officer of the navy, who had been expofed to hard 
fervice both in the Eaft and Weft Indies was feized with 
fevere rheumatic pains in fpring 1 782. At firft they were 
confined to the large joints, but afterwards a forenefs pre- 
vailed over his whole body. He was about forty years of 
age, and till this time he had been ftrong and healthy. 

All the remedies ufually employed in rheumatifm were 
advifed. Flannel was applied, and the pained parts were 
rubbed with a variety of Simulating applications ; blifters- 
were applied to the parts that were moft painful ; fudori- 
fics were uied in various forms ; and in the courfe of the 
firft three years he had ufed a great variety of baths. He 
bathed at firft in warm falt-water, and afterwards went both 
to Brixton and Bath ; and he had la ft of all ufed the cold 
bath. No advantage, however, was obtained from any of 
thele ; and at la'ft the ortly remedy which he employed 
wa:; a large dole of laudanum at bed-time. 

He had frequently been liable to pain and fome degree 
of fulnefs in the region of the liver, which he attributed to 
his reticence in India. This, however, never gave him 
much uneafmefs, till the whiter of 1785, when a fort dif- 
fufed fweliing, larger than it had ever been, and accom- 
panied with lome pain, was perceived exactly on the lite 
of the liver. The tumour became larger, and at laft a 
fluctuation of matter was perceived in it. In this fitua- 
tion I firft faw him in the month of April ; and the chief 
reafon of my being called was to judge of the propriety of 
d If charging the matter by an operation. This, however, 
I found to be inadmiiiible. The matter lay fo deep that 
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it did not point any where, and the fluctuation was very 
obfcurely felt. I therefore in the mean time advifed, that 
mercury, which he was then taking, mould be given in 
greater quantities, fo as to render his mouth completely 
fore, and, as he was much reduced in itrength, that his 
conititution mould be fupported with light nouriming 
food. 

As he lived at a confiderable diftance I did not expect 
to fee him again, neither did I hear any thing of him till 
the month of February thereafter when I was again defir- 
ed to vifit him. A confiderable change had taken place 
in the nature of his complaints, and the following is the 
account which I received of it. His mouth had been 
rendered moderately fore with mercury, and in this fitu- 
ation it was kept for three weeks ; but as it then gave him 
fevere pains ih his bowels, accompanied with purging; 
he did not afterwards ufe it in fuch quantities, nor was it 
judged necetfary to do fo, as the fwelling, for which it 
was prefcribed, was almoit entirely carried off by what 
had already been done. It was therefore given in fuch 
quantities, as his ftomach and bowels could eafily bear ; 
and this being continued for the fpace of a month longer, 
that is, for fix or feven weeks in all, it was then left off. 
During this courfe of mercury the pains which had fo 
long diftrefled him were much lefs fevere, and at one pe- 
riod they had left him almoff entirely. While the weather 
continued mild in fummer and harveff they did not re- 
cur ; but about the end of Oclober they became more 
fevere than they had ever be r ore been. A few weeks, 
however, previous to this, fymptoms of a more hazard- 
ous nature had made their appearance. In the month of 
September he was attacked with anafarcous fwellings of 
his legs, and foon thereafter with afcites, which, notwith- 
standing the ufual remedies employed in fuch cafes, in- 
creafed fo quickly, that in the courfe of feven or eight 
weeks from the fir ft approach of the fwelling, it became 
necefTary to draw the water off from the legs by punc- 
tures ; and by the middle of December the diftenfion of 
the abdomen was fo confiderable that the operation of 
tapping was judged ad vifeable. Thefe operations, how- 
ever, had procured only a temporary relief, for although 

Vol. II. F'f 
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the punctures had been frequently repeated, his legs, at 
the time of my being called to him, were much fwelled, 
and his abdomen was more diilended than at any period 
before the operation. 

The chief reafon, howeVer, of my advice being taken 
at this time, was the appearance of fome hard painful tu- 
mours upon his forehead, legs, and arms, one of which 
upon his right arm on the outiide of the ulna, and ano- 
other on the upper part of the os frontis, had burit fome 
weeks before, and were now difcharging a confiderable 
quantity of a thin foetid matter. The others, viz. two 
upon his forehead, one upon his left arm, and one upon 
each leg were become very painful, and thofe on the 
head were difcoloured, and contained fuch a quantity of 
matter as gave reafon to think that they would alfo burfl. 
The patient was at this time much emaciated, but he had 
no fever, and his fkin was fofter and his difcharge of 
urine more plentiful than they generally are in dropfical 
complaints. 

As the tumours refembled venereal nodes, and as the 
peculiar fcetor of the difcharge from the ulcers, together 
with their doughy appearance, gave farther caufe of fuf- 
picion, I found, upon enquiry, that in September I781, 
about fix months before he was attacked with rheumatifm, 
chancres appeared upon his penis, and a bubo in each 
groin, but that thefe fymptoms were eafily removed by 
the ufe of a imall quantity of mercury, and a fhort con- 
finement of eight or ten days, and that he had not fince 
rhat period run any rifk of being infected ; that no other 
fymptoms of the difeafe had appeared upon him, and thai 
the only, mercury he had ufed was that which was pre- 
fcribed for the affection of his liver. 

I now began to lufped even that the rheumatifm with 
which he had fo long been diftrefled was of the fyphilitic 
kind, and ray reafons for doing fo were apparently con- 
clufive. There was full evidence of infection being com- 
municated while it did not appear that he had taken half 
the quantity of mercury which the nature of the fymp- 
toms that enfued would have required. Thefe pains oc- 
curred at fuch a diilance from the other fymptoms as 
tended to coniinn the fufpicion. They had not been re- 



Sed. IX. AS INDUCING OTHER DlSEASES. 227 

lieved by any of the remedies which in the ordinary form 
of rheumatifm prove for the mod part ufeful, while they 
were for fome time almoft entirely removed by the mer- 
cury employed for the difeafed Rate of his liver. Thefe 
considerations, connected with the prefent appearances 
of the tumours and ulcers, determined me to fay that he 
was poxed, and that he mould begin to the ufe of fuch a 
quantity of mercury as his prefent fituation would admit 
immediately upon the water in his abdomen being taken 
off, and which was done that very day. 

Being afraid in his prefent ftate of debility of irritat- 
ing his bowels by the internal exhibition of mercury, he 
was defired to ufe it in the form of unction only; and 
his legs being frill much fwelled and tender, he was made 
to rub it upon his arms and abdomen. In the courfe of 
a few days his mouth became fore, and at the end of a 
fortnight he difcharged three or four Englim pints of fa- 
liva dailv. This was more than we wifhed tor, and he 
was defired to lefYen the quantity of mercury ; but as his 
pains were foon almoft entirely removed, and the diflrefs 
which he had experienced from the tumours and ulcers 
being alio much leffened, he was thereby fo much con- 
vinced of the propriety of his prefent treatment that it 
was with fome difficulty he was prevented from carrying 
the courfe of mercury too far. Care, however, being 
taken, to fupport him with a light nourifhing diet, and 
with a liberal ufe of wine, of which he took a bottle daily, 
he was enabled to bear the effects of mercury better than 
one in his Itate of health might otherwife have been ex- 
pected to do. At the end of eight weeks, during which 
period his mouth had been kept eonftantly and fully af- 
fected, he had ufed twelve ounces of itrong mercurial 
ointment. His pains were now entirely gone ; the ulcers 
were cicatrifed ; and the tumours were fo completely re- 
moved, that excepting thofe on the fore part of the legs, 
none of them had left any fulnefs by which their former 
fituations could be difcovered. The matter contained in 
rhofe upon the forehead, and which at one period was 
juit ready to burft out, was entirely abforbeci, and only 
a flight difcolouring of the Ikin remained ; but what was 
itill more remarkable, no fweiiing had as yet occurred in 
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the abdomen, and the anafarcous fulnefs of his legs and 
thighs was almoft entirely gone, although the punctures 
laft made in them had been heaied upwards of three 
weeks. The mercury Mas continued for five weeks iong- 
er, during which period four ounces of ointment was rub- 
bed in, by which the mouth was kept as fore as the pa- 
tient could poflibly bear it ; and when at the end of the 
thirteenth week the mercury was left off no collection 
could be perceived in the abdomen ; and excepting a 
flight degree of oedema on the upper part of the feet, they 
were altogether free of fwelling. Even this dilappeared 
in the courfe of a few weeks ; and at the end of three 
years, when I had laft an opportunity of hearing of him, 
he remained in good health. 

The circumitances of this cafe, v/hile they give 
much caufe to think that hydropic fymptoms may be 
induced by the virus of Lues Venerea, tend alio to 
fhew that mercury given in fufficient quantity acts 
with equal certainty- in removing them as in the cure 
of any fymptom of the difeafe. They alio evince the 
power of mercury in the cure of that affection of the 
iiver to which many are liable who have refided in 
theEaft Indies ; and that even the mod advanced fta- 
gesofthat diforder may be removed by a quantity of 
mercury that w r ill not be fufficient for the cure of 
Lues Venerea. It alfo appears, from the rcfult of 
this cafe, that the matter which fometimes forms in 
venereal nodes may be collected in confiderable quan- 
tity, and yet carried off by mercury. It may be pro- 
per, however, to remark, that where this takes place 
the tumours in which the matter is contained bec-in 
to diminifb almoft as foon as there is evidence of the 
mercury having entered the iyltem ; and that when 
they do not diminifh the matter mould be difcharged 
by a proper opening, in order to prevent it from af- 
fecting the bone beneath. 

About two years ago I was defired by a gentleman 
to vifit his wife, who I found had been liable for more 
than a year to what fhe confidered as fcorbutic fpots 
upon different parts of her body, one of which, icat- 
ed on the fternum, had about three months before 
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ended in an ulcer. At fir ft the fore did not exceed 
the fize of a fixpenny piece ; but at this time it was 
very extenfive, reaching from one mamma to the 
other, and almoit from the inferior point of the fter- 
num to the top of it. It was foul, and difcharged a 
thin foetid fanies. For upwards of three years (he had 
been diftreffed with almoft a conflant head-ach, which 
occafionally was fo fevere as to deprive her entirely 
of fleep for many days together, and on fome occaii- 
ons nearly of her reafon. It did not, like the aguifh 
head-ach, fix upon one fpot, but affected every part of 
the head alike. She was now about thirty years of 
age, and her menltrual flux regular. Till attacked 
with thefe head-achs fhe was healthy and rather cor- 
pulent; but now fhe was much reduced, being almoit 
entirely confined to bed with the violence of the pain, 
and (he had fcarcely any defire for food. Blood-letting, 
bliiiers, bark, cold-bathing, and a variety of nervous 
medicines, had all been tried in vain. 

The eruption upon the fkin, as well as the ulcer on 
the brcafr, having the true venereal afpeci, I enquired 
of the hulband whether he had of late been infe&ed 
or not : He faid that he had not, but he candidly in- 
formed me, that foon after his marriage, which hap- 
pened more than four years before, and when he had 
no reafon to think that he was infecled, for he had no 
connection with any woman for a fortnight before 
marriage, and after having remained well for a fort- 
night thereafter, a chancre had appeared upon the pre- 
putium. Immediately upon this being perceived he 
applied to a furgeon and was cured ; and lie had eve- 
ry reafon to think that his wife had efcaped ; for al- 
though fiie had complained of a forenefs in the puden- 
dum about the lame period, it had gone fo entirely off 
without any mercury being given, that the furgeon, 
by whole advice he was directed, had affured him, it 
muft have proceeded from fome other caufe. He alio re- 
collected that foon thereafter a painful tumour had 
formed in one of her groins ; but as it alfo went oft 
without coming to iuppuration, and without the aflift- 
ance of mercury, he had fuppofed even that thisfymp- 
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torn could be venereal, particularly as fhe continued 
in perfect health till attacked with the head-ach ; and 
no fymptom of pox had ever appeared upon her, un- 
lefs the eruption and ulcer already defcribed fhould be 
of that nature. 

From the whole of this hiftory, th« probability of 
the wife being infected with the venereal difeafe, and 
the necefllty of a mercurial courfe were abundantly 
evident. Mercury was accordingly exhibited. Opi- 
um, which fhe had hitherto employed for leffening 
the violence of her head-ach was continued, while the 
fore was drefied with common wax ointment. Her 
mouth became fore in the courfe of a few days, and 
before the end of a fortnight me was under fome de- 
gree of falivation. The eruption foon began to lef- 
len, and the fore from being exceedingly foul became 
clean and florid, at the fame time that the head-achs, 
for which no cure was expected, left her entirely : 
the mouth was kept completely affected .; the blotch- 
es difappeared altogether in the courfe of fix or ieven 
weeks, but the ulcer was not cicatrifed till the end of 
the eleventh week. The mercury being continued 
three weeks longer was then laid alide, and neither 
the head-ach or other iymptoms have fince recurred. 

In the month of July 1781a young man about feventeen 
years of age was put under my care in a very milerabie h- 
tuation. The account which I received from his parents 
was, that till his fourteenth year he was remarkably Itrong 
and healthy, and exceedingly clever. About thac period 
he became delicate, and was taken from fchool, in order to 
have full attention paid to his health. Worms, and a va- 
riety of other caufes were fufpecled to give rife to this Mate 
of delicacy, and various remedies were employed without 
effect, when after two years had nearly eiapfed fores ap- 
peared on different parts of his body ; his eyes became ten- 
der and inflamed, and at lait he loll the ufe of one eye en- 
tirely, and about a year before I faw him he had been at- 
tacked with fevere fits of epilepfy, which for the lafl two 
months had recurred feveral times a-day. He was now 
much emaciated, but his pulfe was good, and the fits had 
not impaired his judgment. 
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Till this time he had been under the management of a 
phyncian, a relation of his own, who confidering the com- 
plaint to be fcrophulous, had prefcribed bark, fteel, cicuta, 
and fea-bathing ; all of which, as well as different remedies 
for the epileptic fits, having been tried in vain, all hopes 
of a cure were loft, and for a long while nothing had been 
employed. My opinion was alked on account ol the ul- 
cers, fome of which had of late become fo painful that 
large dofes of laudanum were required to procure reft. 
Beiides feveral fmall ulcerated fpots, there was at this time 
feven large foul ulcers on different parts of his body, none 
of which had given him much uneaiinefs while not deeper 
than the cellular fubftance ; but having in different paits 
penetrated into the fubftance of mufcles, they began now 
to impede the motion of the parts on which they were feat- 
ed, which added much to the diftrefs which they excited. 
His left eye exhibited a very lingular appearance. It was 
fomewhat enlarged, and that part of the tunica conjunaiva, 
which -in a ftate of health is white, was of a deep red co- 
lour, while all the prominent part of the cornea oppofite 
to the pupil was much thickened, and white like paper. 
He (till retained the fight of his right eye, which, howe- 
ever, was much inflamed, and in a ftate of great irritabili- 
ty. 

As the ulcers had a venereal appearance, particularly 
one upon the right fide of his nofe, and another on one of 
his temples, where it had penetrated to t,he mufcle, I faid 
fo to the young man himfeif, and he confefTed that he had all 
along been afraid of his difeafe being of that nature, but 
not being certain of this being the cafe, and afraid of in- 
curring the difpleafure of his parents, he had never till 
now, that enquiry was made concerning it, had the refolu- 
tion to fpeak of it. The information he gave me was, that 
when he was about fourteen years of age he was infedeci 
by a woman with whom he had connection, and that his 
fymptoms had been fores upon the penis and a fwelling in 
the groin. Thefe, by the ufe of mercury, which he re- 
ceived from a young man, at that time a ftudent in the uni- 
verftty, were removed ; but as he had not taken it in a 
regular manner, and only in fmall quantity, he had always 
entertained fufpicions of the fymptoms which enfued be- 
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ing the confequence of this infection. I now decidedly 
faid that he ought immediately to take mercury, and he 
entered upon the ufe of it that very evening. It was em- 
ployed in the form of unction, and all the fores, excepting 
that upon his nofe, were drefled with common cerate, the 
only application which he had hitherto made to them. As 
the ulcer upon his nofe had already begun to disfigure his 
face, I advifed it to be touched with cauitic every fecond 
or third day, in order to flop the progrefs of the difeafe 
as quickly as poffible, and beiides this it was dreffed with 
bafilicon and precipitate. As the mercury did not readi- 
ly affect his gums he was defired to take two of the blue pills 
every night at bed-time, and to continue to rub in the 
fame quantity of ointment which he had ufed from the 
firit, viz. a drachm evening and morning. In the fpace 
of three weeks from the commencement of the courfe a 
conliderabie falivation was induced, which was afterwards 
kept up by the unction alone till the end of the fifteenth 
week. The ulcers had become clean, and put on a heal- 
ing appearance footi after the mouth became lore, and by 
the end of the. ninth week they were all cicatrifed; but the 
infection having been of very long duration, and the fymp- 
toms more inveterate than ufual, I did not think it proper 
to advife the ufe of mercury to be fooner left off. 

The mod remarkable circumflanee, however, in this 
cafe was, the cure which took place during the courfe of 
mercury of the fits of epilepfy. In lefs than three weeks 
they became lefs frequent, and not fo violent as they had 
been before, and bv the end of the fixth week they did not 
re:ur above once in three or four days. Long before the 
courfe was finifhed they vanilhed entirely, nor was he ever 
diitretfed with them afterwards. His left eye (till continu- 
ed white and opake, but the inflammation of the other be- 
ing removed, he loon recovered the free power of vifion, 
of which he had long been entirely deprived. 

A married lady, twenty-!ix years of age, after being for 
fome time diftreifed with fevere head-aches, was attacked 
with epileptic fits, which at fifft were neither frequent nor 
fevere, but recurred at laff fo often that {he was common- 
ly feized with three, four, or e ,7 en more, daily. Prepara- 
tions of copper and other remedies were employed wil 
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out effect. In other refpe&s her health was good, till at 
lad, after the fits had been more than ufually fevere for 
eight or ten days, (he became fuddenly lunatic, from which 
time the epilepfy did not recur. 

In this fituation (he was kept at home for three or four 
months, but there being no profpecl of her recovering, fhe 
was at Iaft put under the care of a family accufromed to 
take charge of lunatics. As her keepers were delired to 
apply to me in the event of her health requiring any parti- 
cular attention, I was calied to her after ihe had remained 
with them about two years, in order to give dire&ions for 
the management of ibme fores which had appeared in dif- 
ferent parts of her body a considerable time before. Be- 
licles feveral fmail foul ulcers upon her toes and feet, there 
was a large one upon the wrift of her right arm ; one up- 
on her fide, which had penetrated nearly to the ribs, and 
two upon the upper and back part of her head, where the 
cranium was found to be carious. Thefe ulcers, they in- 
formed me, were preceded by an eruption, which they 
confidered to be fcorbutic, but which I found upon infpec- 
tion to be venereal. On this being ftated to her hufband, 
he acknowledged that (he might have been infected by him, 
but as (he had never complained of any of the f'ymptoms 
of Lues Venerea, he had hoped that fhe had efcaped'. 

A courfe of mercury was advifed, but as her luna- 
cy was of the moft unmanageable kind, fhe could not 
be made either to take the medicine inwardly, or to 
admit of the external application by unttion. The 
latter might have been done bv force, but the trouble 
of i'ecuring her twice a-day for that purpofe would 
have been coniiderable. 

Finding that fhe was fond of oatmeal porridge, fhe 
Was allowed to take them both to breakfaft and fup- 
,-, and with each meal her keeper was delired to 
mix a fpoonful of a watry folution of corrolive fubli- 
mate, in which was contained three quarters of a grain 
of this preparation. No obvious effect appeared from 
it till nearly the end of the third week, when her 
breath becamp atfedted, and her gums fore and fpon- 
gy ; but although the fame quantity of mercury was 
continued, no liilivation to >k place. .Simple dreflings 
Vol. II. O o 
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were applied to the fores. It became necelTary, how- 
ever, to make an incifion along a confiderable part of 
the left parietal bone, in order to difcharge a quantity 
of fcetid matter which had lodged between the tegu- 
ments and a portion of that bone which was carious. 
All the reft of the fores foon put on a healing appear- 
ance. In the courfe of nine weeks they were com- 
pletely healed, and during this period the maniacal 
fymptoms alfb abated. In lefs than three weeks from 
the above period fhe became perfectly well, and no ap- 
pearance of lunacy has fince taken place, although fe- 
veral years have elapfed. The fore upon the left fide 
of the head continued open for eight or nine months 
after the mercurial courfe was finifhed, owing to an 
extenfive exfoliation from the parietal bone, which 
could not poflibly be accomplished fooner. 

Thefe, as I have already obferved, are only a few 
of a confiderable number of cafes of a fimilar nature 
which I might relate ; but as the evidence which thefe 
afford, of the opinions which I have fuggefted being 
well founded, may be confidered as fufheient ; any 
farther argument would be unneceffary. The hifto- 
ries which I have given are in proof, that the Syphili- 
tic virus may remain for a great length of time in the 
fyftem, without producing any of the ordinary fymp- 
toms of Lues Venerea : That other difeafes altogether 
different from Lues Venerea in the form under which 
it ufually appears, are, in fome inftances, induced by 
this virus. That the quantity of mercury common- 
ly given in what is termed an alterative courfe may 
be fufficient for curing the exifting fymptoms of Lues 
Venerea, and yet altogether inadequate, however long 
continued, for removing the difpofition. And laftly, 
although a courfe of the alterative kindinay repeated- 
ly fail, that the fyphilitic difpofition, as well as the 
word fymptoms of the difeafe, may be removed by 
the proper exhibition of a full quantity of mercury. 
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JL HIS Appendix contains formulas of injections and other remedies 
for Gonorrhoea, enumerated in the preceding work. 

No. i. R. Calomel, pp". § ii. 

Mucilag. gum arab. § ii. et adde. 
Aq. rofar. § iv. 

No. 2. R. Calomel, pp". 3 ii* 
Balfam. copaib. 3 i* 
Vitell. ovi. § fs. M. et adde paulatim. 
Aq. rofar, § iv. 

No. 3. R. Hydrargyr. purif. 3 & 

Mucilag. arab. 5 ii. M. S. A. et adde. 
Aq. deftillal. § iv. 

Thefe formulas of mercurial injeftions feem to aft, as 1 have eHewhere 
obferved, altogether as aftringents. They excite little or no irritation, 
and when they prove fuccefsful they commonly do fo in the fpace of a 
day or two. In all of them the mixture requires to be fhaked when ufed ; 
for even with the affiftance of mucilage the mercury fubfides fo quickly 
that fcarcely any ot it will enter the fyringe, if this precaution be 
omitted. 

Inftead of mucilage, prefcribed in No. 3, I have fometimes employed 
honey. This proves more expeditious lor extinguifhing the mercury, 
but the injeftion prepared with it excites more pain. Whether mucil- 
age or honey be employed, the mercury mould be very completely 
titured. 
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No. 4, R. Lap. calamin pp u . 9 ii. 
Balfam. copaib. 3 i. 
Mucilag. arab. § ii. M. S. A. ct adde. 
Aq. fontan. § iv. 

No. 5. R. Lap. tutiae pp". B ii. 

Mucilag. arab. 3" ii. M. et adde. 
Aq. fontan. 3 to. 

j 

No. 6. R. Lap. calam. pp". 3 iv. 

Camphor, in pauxil. fpirit. vin. reel, folut. 5 i. 
Mucilag. arab. 3* iv. M. et adde aq. fontan. ft vi. 
Ut fiat injectio. 

In No. 4, quantity of the aftringent earth is fo fmall that it may be 
well mixed with the liquid at the time of ufing it, but in Nos. 5 and 6, 
where there is a greater proportion of earth, after fhaking the phial, it 
mould be allowedto fubfide for the fpace of a minute before filling the 
fyringe. In this manner the finer particles only of the earth are thrown 
into the urethra; and it commonly proves as effectual as when the whole 
of it is ufed. 

No. 7. R. Alumen, 5 ifs. 

Solve in aq. diftillat. 3* viiL 

No. 8. R. Cortic. quercus § i. 

Coq. in aq. fontan. 3" xx. ad. § xvi. colaturae adde. 
Pulv. alumen. § ii. 

No. 9. R. Gall, quercus contuf. 3 i. 

Ccq. in aq. fontan. § xxx. ad. 3" xx. cola et adde. 
Pulv. alumen. 3 iii. 

No. 10. R. Kin. pulv. 3 ii* 

Mucilag. arab. 3" i. M. in mortario et adde aq. fontan. 
bul. 3 x. 

No. 11. R. Kin. pulv. 3 ii* 
Pulv. alumen. 3 i* 
Opii. 9 ii. 

Mucilag. arab. 3 i. M. ct adde. 
Aq. lontan. bul. 5 x. 

No. 12. R. Opii. 5 i. folve in aq. font. 3 vi. 

No. 13. R. Aq. rofar. § vii. fs. 

Tindur. thebaic. 3 fs. M. 

In a great proportion of cafes opium diffolved in water anfwers the 
purpofe^ but in a few inftances I have found the fpirituous tincture, in 
the proportions here mentioned, prove more effettual. 
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No, 14. R. Ealfam. canadens. 
Vel. copaib. 5 xii. 
Vitell. ovi. I Is. M. et addc. 
Aq. rofar. § vi. 

When the balfam and yolk, of an egg are previoufly well rubbed toge- 
ther, the water may be mixed with them fo completely that no great de- 
gree of feparation will afterwards take place ; but to prevent any incon- 
venience which might enfue from the balfam getting to the top of the 
mixture, it mould always be well fhaked immediately before the fyringe 
is rilled with it. 

No. 15. R. Cerufs. 3 ii. 

Mucilag. arab. 3 ii. M. et adde. 
Aq. fontan. deftil. § vi. 

No. 1,6. R. Sacch. faturni. 9 i. 

Solve in aq. deftil. 3 viii. 

No. 17. Aq. diftill. § viii. 

Acet. lythargyr. gutt. xxiv. M. 

When faccharum faturni, or ceruffa acetata, as it is now termed, can 
be obtained pure, it is perhaps preferable for every purpofe to vinegar of 
lytharge, as being of a more determined ftrength; but it is frequently fo 
much adulterated that it will not diffolve but in very fmall quantities, 
even in diftilled water. Some of it indeed is fo very infoluble, that an 
ounce of water will not diifolve above a grain of it. By the addition of 
vinegar this may, it is true, be partly remedied; but vinegar, for many 
purpofes, is not admiffible in fuch quantities as would be neceffary for 
rendering this article much more foluble than we ufually find it. Two, 
three, or more drops of the vinegar of lytharge may be ufed in every 
ounce of injection. Two drops often prove fufncient, but many can 
bear eight or ten. 

The following method of preparing vinegar of lytharge is the belt I . 
have met with. It is not very different from the extrad of lead of goul- 
ard, but the ftrength of it is more certain. 

R. Lythargiri ft iii. 

Acet. deftillat. ft x. coq. leni igne ad. ft vi. 

Cola. 

Befides boiling on a flow fire, during which time it ought to be well 
ftirred with a wooden fpatula, the whole fhould be allowed to cool, and 
the fasces to fubfide before ltraining. 

Lead diffolved in this manner is eafily mixed with water, and it proves 
to be a very convenient, as well as a very effectual method of ufing it. 

No. 18. R. Zinci vitriolat. vulgo vitriol, alb. 3 ft. 
Solve in aq. font, deftillat. 5 xvi. 
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No. 19. R. Zinci vitriolat. 9 i. 

Solve in aq. deftillat. § x. et adde. 
Acet. lythargyri gutt. xx. ut. f. injectio. 

In fome cafes, where thefe articles have excited pain when ufed in this 
manner, they have been rendered perfectly mild by the addition of mu- 
cilage of gum arabic, and in others by camphor. Camphor does not dif- 
folve completely in any watery fluid, but being previoufly well rubbed 
with a few drops of fpirit of wine, as much of it may be mixed with 
the water as to render the other articles much lefs pungent than they other- 
wife would be. The camphor, however, feparates in fuch quantities as 
•Tenders it neceffary to filter the folution before ufing it. 

Although a precipitation neceflarily takes place from a mixture of vi- 
triol and faccharum faturni, the following combination of thefe two ar- 
ticles with opium gives a very ufeful form of injeftion. 

No. 20. R. Vitriol, alb. 

Sacchari faturni. a a 3 fs. 

Camphor, 3 i» 

Opii. B ii, 

Solv. in aq. fontan. bul. § xvi. 

Cola. 

No. 21. R. Fol. rofar. rub. § fs. 

Alumen. pur. 3 ii. infund. in aq. bul. 3 xvi. Cola, ut f. in- 
je&io. 

No. 22. R. Balfam copaib. 

Vitell. ovi. a a § fs. M. et adde. 
Infuf. rofar. rubr. § xvL 

No. 23« R- Cap. Bapaver. alb. § iv. 
Rad. alth£ incif. § i. 
Infund. per nociem in aq. bul. rb ii. 
Cola. 

No. 24. R. Hydrargyr, muriat. vulg. mercur. fublimat. corrofiv. 

Solve in aq. fontan. § x. 

No. 25. R. Mercur. fublim. corrof. gr. 1. 
Acet. lythargyr. gutt- xvi. 
Aq. fontan. g viii.M. S. A. 

No. 26. Mercur. fublimat. corrof. gr. 1. 
Mucilag. arab. § ii. 
Aq. fontan. § vi. M. 

Corrofive fublimate diflblved in water proves to be the mcfr certain, and 
perhaps in every lefpecl the beft form of a ftimulating injection. Some 
have advifed a much ftronger folution than any of thefe, even to the ex- 
tent of a grain of mercury to three or four ounces of water. I fufpeclj 
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however, that thofe who recommend it of this ftrength have never made 
ufe of it, at lead I have never met with any who could bear it. When 
the mercury is combined with water alone, as in No. 24. one grain to 
ten ounces proves fufficiently ftrong; but when mixed with faccharum 
faturni, with acetum lythargyri, or with mucilage, as in Nos. 25. and 
26. a grain may be added to fix or eight ounces of water. When mixed 
with either of the two firft of thefe articles, fome part of the mercury 
precipitates, and is therefore loft, and in the other the mucilage tends evi- 
dently to render it lefs active. 

No. 27. R. Sal. ammon. crud. gr. x. 
Solve in aq. font. § x. 

No. 28. R. Aq. fontan. § x. 

Spirit fal. aromat. gutt. lx. M. 

No. 29. R. Aq. fontan. § x. 

Sprit, corn, cervi gutt. lx. M. 

No. 30. R. Formul. inject. No. 23. 3 viii. 
Lixiv. cauftic. gutt. xx. M. 

I have frequently found both the volatile and cauftic alkali prove ufef ul 
where other injections had failed, but we cannot with any certainty point 
out the ftrength for any individual. While one is able to bear ten drops 
to every ounce of water, others cannot bear above three or four: The 
ftrength I have advifed in the three preceding formula; proves to be the 
beft for general ufe, but patients are more eafily affected with variety in 
the ftrength of thefe injections than of any other I have ever tried. The 
cauftic alkali may be ufed in water alone; but may be ventured upon in 
larger quantities, and with more fafety, when combined with a mucilagin- 
ous infufion. 

No. 31. R. ^Erug. pp". g r . viii. 
Ol. oliv. Op c . § iv. M. 

No. 32. R. JErug. pp". 3 i. 

Spirit, corn, cerw § iv. 
• Digere et cola. 

R. Solut. fupr. parat. gutt. xl. 
Aq. diftillat. § x. M. 

Verdigris mixed with oil may be ufed with perfect fafety of the ftrength" 
mentioned in No. 31, but as injections prepared with oil prove dirty and 
difagreeable in the application, I commonly prefer the form of the reme- 
dy No. 32. 

A much larger proportion of verdigris is commonly advifed, but when 
more is employed, it precipitates immediately on being added to the wa- 
ter. Even of this ftrength the precipitation cannot be prevented entirely 
but by adding about a half more of the volatile alkali to the filtered fo- 
lution of the verdigris. After filtrating through paper, if two ounces of 
volatile alkali be added to it, no precipitation will take place if diftilled 
water is employed; but in this cafe, a greater quantity of the folution 
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may be added to the fame quantity of water. Inflead of forty drops, 
forty-eight or fifty may be added to ten ounces of water. 

No. 33. R. Aq. fontan. § x. 

Tin&ur. cantharid. gutt. xx. ad xxx. JVL 

The three following are prefcriptions for bougies. 

No. 34. R. Emplaft. diachyl. fimpl. 5 iv. 
Cer. purifs. § ifs. 
01. oliv. op c . 5 iii. 

No. 35. R. Emplaft. commun, 
Spermat. caet. a a § iv r . 
Ol. oliv. op 1 . § fs. 
Minii. % fs. M. 

No. 36. R. Emplaft. commun. § vi. 
Cera? flavae purilT. 
Spermat. caet. a a § ii. 
Ol. oliv. op 1 . 5" i. 
Antimon. crud. pp u . 3 fs. M. S. A. 

Any of thefe prefcriptions afford a good composition for bougies. They 
require to be llowly melted, and the different articles to be well mixed 
together. No. 34. is the fimpleft and perhaps the beft, the red lead in No. 
35. and antimony in N.o. 36. being added chiefly for the purpofe of afford- 
ing variety of colour. No. 37. is acompofition for bougies recommended 
by Mr. John Hunter*, and No. 38. by Mr. Sharp+. 

No. 37. Take oil of olives three pints, Beeswax one pound, Red 
lead a pound and a half. Let them be boiled together 
on a flow fire for fix hours. 

No. 38. R. Diachyl. cum pice burgund. § ii. 
Argent, viv. 5 i. 
.Antimon. crud. pp". 5 fs. 

The quickfilver to be previoufly diffolved inbalfam of fulphur, or in honey, 
; added to the plafter when melted in a moderate heat. 
Any of thefe compofitions, when boiled to a proper confiftence, will 
xr for the formation of bougies, which is done in the following man- 
ner : While the liquid (till continues warm, let a piece of fine old linen 
be dipped in it, taking care with a fpatula to cover the whole of it. If 
the melted liquor be of a proper heat, no more of the plafter will adhere 
to the linen thai] is neceffary ; but as air bubbles are apt to rife and pro- 
( uce inequalities on the furface of the cloth, the fpatula made ufe of 
ihould be fomewhat warmer than the plafter, and by means of it the whole 
ihould be made as fmooth as poflible. The plafter might indeed be fpread 
entirely with the fpatula; but this is not only attended with more trouble, 
but it docs not cover the cloth with fufneient equality. 

* See Treatlfe or. the Veneieal Difeafe, p. 137. 

t See Critical Enquiry b . . \ . 
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The cloth being fufficiently cold, may be immediately formed into 
bougies, and the whole fhould, in the firit place, be cut into the number 
that is meant to be made. The moft exact method of doing this is by 
means of a fhurp pointed knife directed by a rule. The pieces fhould be 
eleven inches in length for bougies of a full fize; but they fhould like- 
wife be kept of all the variety of lengths for ftriclures of different heights 
in the urethra. 

A variety of directions have been given for the form of bougies. 
Some advife them to be made nearly of an equal thicknefs to within an 
inch of their fmalleft end, and to taper from that to the point, while a 
great proportion of them are made to taper to within an inch or two of 
the point, and the reft of them are cylindrical. I once thought that this 
laft form of bougie was the beft ; but after a long courfe of experience 
in this branch of bufinefs, I am now convinced, that bougies, which 
taper equally from one end to the other, are the beft, and that this form 
anfwers equally well for every variety of fize. They are introduced 
more eafily, and lefs pain than any of the others ; the linen fhould there- 
fore be cut in fuch a manner as to give this form to the bougies. When 
Hghtiy fpread, and the linen fufficiently fine, a well fhaped bougie will 
hi formed of a flip of about five eighths of an inch broad at its largeft 
end, and fomewhat more than three eighths at the fmalleft ead. This 
forms a bougie of a middle fize ; for particular purpofes they muft be 
confiderably" larger, and for others not fo large by a great deal. 

Thefe flips of linen are now to be rolled up as neatly as poffible with 
the fingers; and in order to give them a fmooth polifhed furface, they 
fhould be fmartly rolled between a piece of fmooth hard timber, and a 
plate of fine polifhed marble : This being continued till the whole are 
rendered perfectly fmooth and firm, and their points being properly round- 
ed in order to facilitate their introduction, they are in this ftate to be 
kept for ufe. 

Thefe directions will convey an idea of the method of preparing bou- 
gies, but no furgeon can ever become fo expert in forming them as thofe 
artifts who are daily accuftomed to prepare them in large quantities. I 
mult here again obferve, however, in addition to what I had occafion to 
remark in a former part of this work, that bougies, properly prepared 
with refina elaftica, a*e preferable, in many circumftances, to fuch as are 
rrtade with any kind of plafter. They not only prove much more dura- 
ble, but more f ;rce can be employed with them, and as they do not 
break or crack by remaining in the urethra, they remain in it with lefs 
pain and inconvenience than any other bougie that has yet been in- 
vented. 

Cat-gut has frequently been ufed as a bougie ; but after various trials 
being given to it, I do not find that it anfvers the purpofe : It cannot be 
made fufficiently fmooth, and it fometimes fwells fo much as to excite a 
good deal of irritation ; and lead, which was one of the firft articles ufed 
for bougies, is fo firm that it always creates much pain, while at the fame 
time it is fo.apt to break that different inftances having occured of this 
happening in the urethra, it has now been long laid afide. 
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The fix following prescriptions are meant for the removal ot warts and 
other excrefcences, and they anfwer equally well whether they proceed 
from Gonorrhoea or Lues' Venerea. It would appear, however, that 
there is a material difference between the warty excrefcences which oc- 
cur as a confequence of thefe difeafes, and fuch as we ufually meet with 
from other caufes ; for while the former are for the moft part eafily re- 
moved by any of thefe applications, even by the pulvis fabins alone, the 
latter are feldom afted upon by any of them, if it be not by the itrong 
folution of corrofive fublimate in No. 40. and of mercury and fpint of 
nitre, No. 41. both of which are poilcfled of a ttrong degree of caufticity. 

No. 39. R. Sal-ammon. crud. § i. 

Solve in acet. diftellat. § ii. 
Aq. fontan. 3 iv. 

No. 40. R. Hydrargyr. muriat. vulgo mere, fublim. corroL 
Sal-ammon. crud. a a § fs. 
Solve in aq. fontan. § iv. 

No. 41. R. Argent. viv> § i. 

Solve in fpirit. nitr. fort. § ii. 

No. 42. R. Pulv. fol. fabin. 

Calomel, a a. $ i. M. 

No. 43. R. Pulv. fol. fabin. 

Mercur. fublim. corrof. a a. 5 i»« » 
Mercur. precip. rub. 3 i- M. 

No. 44. R. Aiumen. uft. 

Mercur. precip. rub. a a. § i. M. 

The following form of decoction of farfaparilla and mezereon is of a 
flrength which moft people can bear ; when a greater proportion of meze- 
reon is added, it excites ficknefs, and a very difagreeable fenfation in the 
throat. I mention it here as I have had occafion to fpeak of it in the pre- 
ceding work; and I fhall alfo have caufe to refer to it when treating of 
a Lues Venerea. 

No. 45. R. Rad. farfae 5 ii. 

Cortic. radic. mezer. 3 ifs. 
Coq. in aq. fontan. ft, iii. ad ft ii. 
Colaturae, adde. 
. Syrup, althea? § i. 

The following is the Decodlum Lufitanicum, or Lifbon diet-drink. 

No. 46. R. Rad. farfaparil. 
Santal. alb. 

Rubr. a a. % iii. 
Rad. glycyriz. 

Mezerei. a a. § fj. 
Ligni rhodii. <» 

Gua^aci. 
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Saffafras. a a. § i. 
Antimon. crucL § ii. mifce, et infunde in aqua? fontana? 
bullientis. ft x. per horas xxiv. dien, coque ad ft v. 
colatura? capiat a ft ifs. ad. ft iv. quotidie. 
Vel R. P*ad. farfaparilke. 
Ligni faflafras. 
Ligni fantal. rubri. 

Guagaci a a. g iii. 
Cortic. rad. mezer. §. i. 
Semin. corriand. 5 vi. 
Coq. in aq. fontan. ft xx. ad ft x. 
Sumat ft fs. ter quaterve indies. 

Unguentum e cake zinci* 

No. 47. R. Olei olivarum opt. § iii. 
. Cera? albae. 

Sperm, cetae a a 3 iii. 

Leni calore liquefc. dein adde. florum zinci § fs. 

Unguentum e lapide calaminare. 

No. 4.8. R. Olei oliv. opt. § iii. 
Cera? alba?. § ifs. 
Sperm, ceti. § fs. 
Lapid, calamin. pp". 5 v « M. S. A. 
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1 HE following Appendix contains formula? of all the medicines enu- 
merated in the fecond volume, as well as of lome others occafionally em- 
ployed by other practitioners in the cure of Lues Venerea. 

No. 1. Emplaflrum hydrargyria vulgo, Emplajlrum carulc- 
um, vel mercuriale. Ph. Edin. 

R. Olei olivarum. 

Refina? alba? utriufque partem unam. 
Hydrargyri partes tres. 
Emplaitriiythargyri partes fex. 

Cum oelo et refina, liquefa&is fnnul, et dein refrigeratis, teratur hydrar. 
avrus, donee evanefcant globuli; turn paulatim addatur emplaftrum ly-. 
thargyri liquefa&um, et omnia accurate mifceantur. 
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Unguentum hydrargyri fortius, vulgo, Unguentum mercurial** 
Pharm. Lond. 

No. 2. Hydrargyr. purif. P. libras duas. 

Adepis fuillae prasparatae P. unciastreset yiginti. 
Sevi ovilli preparati P. unciam unam. 

Tere primum hydrargyrum cum fevo et tantLflo adepis fuillae, doner glo- 
buli vifum fugerint ; dein adde quod reliquum eft adipis, ut fiat unguentum. 

Unguentum hydrargyri rnitius. 

R. Unguentum hydrargyri fortioris partem unam. 
Adepis fuillae preparatae partes duas, mifce. 

No. 3. Pilultz hydrargyri, vulgo, Pilulce mercuriales. Pharrn* 

Edin. 

R. Hydrargyri. 

Manna?, utriufque unciam unam, pulveris glycyrrhizae uncias 
duas. 

Tere hydrargyrum cum manna in mortario Titreo, donee illius globuli vi- 
fum penituseffugerint, addito piout opus fucrit, mucilaginis gummi ara- 
bici aliquantulo; dein pulverem glycyrrhizae adjice, et aqua fiat mafia, 
fiatim dividenda in pilulas quadiingentas ottoginta aequales. 

No. 4. Solutio mercurii gummofa, vulgo. Plenk's folution. 

R. Mercurii vivi depuratiffimi 5 i. 
Gummi Arabic! 5 i|« 

Terantur invicem in mortareo lapideo, addito medio, cochleari aqua; 
fumariae, donee mercurius penitus difpareat in mucum. Exacle fubaftis 
admifce fenfim conterendo. 

Syrupi kermefini % {s. 
Aqua; furnariae § viii. 
Sum. mane et vefpere, ccchlearia duo. 

Solutio- Mercurii Alia, 

R. Hydrargyr. purifs. 5 ii. 
Gummi Arabici 5 fs. 

Terantur invicem in mortareo lapideo, addito medio, cochleari ?.qu;e s 
donee hydrargyrus in mucum difpareat. Huicfubaclo adde. 

Aquae fontanae 5 ix. 

No. 5. Mel Mercuriale. 

R. Mellis ; 

Hydrargyri, utriufque unciam, 
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Terantur in mortareo marmoreo donee hydrargyri globuli non amplius 
appareant. 

No. 6. Hydrargyrus cum creta, vulgo, Mercurius alkalifatus* 
Ph. Lond. 

R. Hydrargyri parificati uncias tres. 

Creta preparatae uncias quinque. 

Tere fimul, donee globuli vifnm fugerint. 

No. 7. Hydrargyrus calcinatus, vulgo, Mercurius calcinalut. 
Ph. Lond- 

R. Hydrargyri purificati libram unam. 

Hydrargyrum in cucurbita viirea, cui fundus planior fit, in 

balneo arenas, caioris 6oo°> expone, donee in pulverem 

rubrum concreverit. 

No. 8. Hydrargyrus munatus corrojivus, vulgo, Mercurius 
fubiimatus corrojivus. Ph. Ed. 

R. Hydrargyri. 

Acidi nitroci diluti, utriufque uncias quatuor. 

Muriae exficcatae, 

Ferri vitriolati exficcati, utriufque uncias quinque. 

Solvatur hydrargyrus in acido nitrofo, et vaporet folutio in maflam albam 
penitus ficcam; dein adde muriam et ferrum vitriolatum. Bene contrita 
et commixta indantur phialae, quam fere dimidiam impleant; et ex arena, 
primum igne leni, poftea fenfim aufto, fublimentur. 

No. 9. Hydrargyrus muriatus mitis, vulgo, Calomelas, Jive 
mercurius dulcis, 

R. Hydrargyri muriati corrofivi, in mortario vitreo triti un- 
cias quatuor, 
Hydrargyri uncias tres cum femifle. 

Terantur fimul in mortario vitreo adextin&ionem hydrargyri; pulvifque 
phialse oblongs, cujus terliam tantum impleat partem, inditus, ex arena 
calida fublimatur. Sublimationc perafta confradlaque phiala, pulvis ru- 
bens circa fundum et albicans circa collum ejus pariter rejieiendus eft, 
maffa vero reliqua, ter quatuorve denuo iubhmando, et in pulverem te- 
numiflimum terenda. 

No. 10. Solutio mercurii Jpirituofa. 

R. Mercur. fublimat. corrof. gr. x. 
Solue in fpirit. vin. gallic § xvi. 
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No. 1 1 . Pilulce e met curio fublimato corrofwo, 

R. Mercurii fublimati corrofivi. 
Salis ammoniaei, utriufque grana decern. 
Aquae diuillata; drachmam. 
Conferva; rofarum fcrupulos, duos. 

Pulveris radicis glycyrhiza;, q. f. ut f. maffa in pilulas odta- 
ginta dividenda. 

No. 12. Aqua phagadenicq,. 

R. Mercurii fublirnati corrofivi fcrupulum unum. 
Solve in aqua; calcis libram unam, 

No. 13. Hydrargyrus nitratus ruber, vulgo, Mercurius preci- 
pitatis ruber. Ph. Edin. 

R. Hydrargyri. 

Acidi nitri diluti, utriufque libram unam. 

Solvatur hydrargyrus, lentoque igne vaporet folutio in maffam albam 
ficcam ; qua; in pulverem contrita, et cucilrbitae vitreae inditae, torreatur 
igne, fenfim auclo, materia afiidue bacillo vitreo agitata ut aequaliter in- 
calefcat, donee ejus pauxiilum, cochieari vitreo exemptum et refrigera. 
turn, fquamulas fplendentes rubras exhibeat. Turn vas ab igne removea- 
tur. 

No. 14. Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati, vulgo, unguentum 
Citrmum. 

Hydrargyri unciam unam. 
Acidi nitrofi, uncias duas. 
Axungiae porcinae libras duas. 

Pigere hydrargyrum cum acido nitrofo fuper arenam calidarn, ut fiat fo- 
luric, quam ealidiffimam adhuc mifce cum axungia porcina liquefacta, et 
denuo rrigefcente; ftrenue clein miituram fubige in mortaiio vitreo, ut 
fiat unguentum. 

No. 15. Hydrargyrus p^ecipitatus cinereus, vulgo, Puivis mer- 
cur.i cinereus. Ph. Edin. 

R. Hydrargyri. 

ii notroli diluti, paria pondera. 

Mifce ut folvatur hydrargyrus, folutum aqua pura dilue, et adde aquae am- 
monia; quantum fatis fit ad Hydrargyrum penitus ab acido liberandum ; 
puivis dein aqua pura lavetur et exficcatur. 
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No. 16. Hydrargyrus vitriolatus Jlavus vufgo, Turpethum mi- 
nerale. Ph. Lond. 

R, Hydrargyri purificati libram unam. 
Acidi vitriolici uncias quindecem. 

Mifta in vafe vitreo, gradatim incalefcant donee coeaht, et materia igne 
acri penitus exficcetur. Haec, phirimaaqua diftilkta calida affofa, ftatim 

flavefcet, et in pulverem fatifcet, pulverem tere cum hac aqua in mortario 
vitreo. Poftquam pulvis fubfederit aquam effunde, et aqua diftillata lava 
materiem donee faporis expers fuerit. 

No. 17. Pilulce e mercurio acetato, vulgo,'Trochifci Keyferi. 

R. Mercurii acetati. 

Manna? purif. 

Pulv. gum. arab. utriufque 3 i. 

Aquae rofe, q. 1". ut f. malTa in pilulas fexaginta dividenda. 

No. 18. Pilula. e mercurio tartarifota, 

R. Mercurii tartarifat. £ i. 
Pulv. rad. glycyrhiz. 
Conferv. rofe. utriufque 5 ii. 

Mncilag. gum. arab. q. f. ut f. maffa in pilulas fexaginta divi- 
denda. 

No. 19. Gargarijina e borace. 

R. Borac. purif. 5 i. 

Solv. in aqua; fontans bullientis libram unam, et adde 

Mellis optim. uncias duas. 

No. 20. Pilidce Plummeri. 

R. Calomelanos. 

Sulphuris aurat. autimon. utriufque unciam. 

Conferv. Rofar. q. f. ut fiat maffa. 

No. 21. Deco&um ligni guagaa. 

R. Rafur. ligni guajac. § ifs. 

Rad. glycyrhizas 3 fs. 

Coq. in aq. fontanae ft ii. ad ft> rfs. 

Colaturas adde. 

Sacchari, q. f. 

?\t 0# 22. Decoclwn farfaparillcz. 

R. Radicis farfaparilla? fiffae § iii. 
Aqu<£ bullientis libras tres. 
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Jnfundantur per horas quatuor, dein expreflb liquore probe contundatur 
radix, cui iterum adjice liquorem. Macera per haras ieptem, pollea coque 
ad libras duas, et fortiter expremendo cola. 

No. 23. Decoclum rad. mezerei. 

R. Corticis radicis mezerei, drachmam. 

Radicisglycirrhizae, drachmas duas. 

Aq. fontanac libras tres. 

Coque ad libras duas. 

Colatura? adde. 

Syrup, althese unciam unam. 

No. 24. Pulvis ipecacuanha compofitus, vulgo, Pulvis Do- 
vert, Pkarm. Lond. 

R. Ipecacuanhas. 

Opii purificatiduri, fingulorum in pidverem tritorem drach- 
mam unam. 
Kali vitriolati in pulverem triti unciam unam. Mifce* 

No. 25. Unguentum mercuriale album, 

R. Unguent, fimplic. Ph. Edin. uncias duas. 
Calomelanos drachmas duas. Mifce. 

No. 26. Unguentum mercuriale rubrum, 

R. Unguent. Barfillic. Pharm. Edin. unciam unam. 
Mercur. precip. rub. pp". drachmas duas. Mifce. 

No. 27. Unguentum ex jEruginc. 

R. Unguent, bafilic. Pharm. Edin. unciam unam. 
' iEruginis pulv. fcrupulum unum. Mifce. 

No. 28. Unguentum faturninum, Pharm. Lond. 

R. CerufHe acetatae drachmas duas. 

Cer?e alba; P. uncias duas. 

Olei olivse M. lib ram dimidiam. 

Cciuffam acetatam, in pulverem tritam, cum aliqua olci parte contere ; 
deindc earn cerur, cum cleo reliquo liquifa&ae, adde. Mifturam agita 
donee refrixerit. 

No. 29. Linimentum cera Pharm. Lond. 

R. Cera; albae P. uncias quatuor. 
Spermatis ceti P. uncias tres. 
Olci olivse M. libram unam. 
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Lento igiis liquefafta aflidue acriterque agita, donee refrixerint. 

No. 30. Linimentwin lapidis calaminaris. 

R. Olei olivarum M. libram unam. 

Cerae albas P. uncias duas. 

Lapidis calaminaris prsparati, P. unciamunam. M. S. A. 

No. 31. Emphflrum lythargyri, vulgo t Emplajlr urn commune. 
Pharm. Edin. 

R. Lythargyri partem unam. 
Olei olivarum partes duas. 

Adjefta aqua, coque, aflidue agitans, donee oleum ct Lithargyrus 
coeant in emplaftrum. 

Mo. 92. Muriated Barytes. 

This preparation is obtained by diflblving aerated barytes in the mu- 
riatic acid. The proeefs is not difficult, and I meant to have given a 
form of it ; but as this article has never till of late been ufed as a medi- 
cine, as fome varieties of the terra ponderofa have lately been difcover- 
ed, and as it requires fome difcernment to diftinguim them, I think it 
better, in a point of fuch importance, to refer to a more particular 
account of it than could be inferted in this place. This is the more 
neceiTarv, as the medicine, even in its pureft date, is of a nature that 
requires to be uled with much caution ; and particularly as many fpeci- 
mens of barytes are found to contain corifiderable quantities of lead, cop- 
per, and arfenic 

The'papef to which I allude is written by Doftor Adair Crawford of 
Londonf and is inferted in the fecond volume of Medical Communica- 
tions. Doftor Crawford, befides giving an accurate detail of the effefts 
of this medicine in feveral cafes of fcrophuia and cancer, gives direftions 
for deteftin* the admixture of other fubftances, and for regulating the 
dofes The°dofe ought at firft to be very fmall, not more than four 
drops' for an adult, and two for children of eight or ten years. I have 
found, however, that when increafed in a gradua manner, thirty drops 
may be given to an adult, and repeated two or three times a day ; but 
as Doftor Crawford very properly obferves, the quantity thould not be 
farther augmented, after it begins to excite naufea or «7%riabb 
fymptom. I even think, that in fuch circumftances, it mould, for a 
few P days, be omitted, and the dofe leffened on being again entered 
uoon In the trials that I have made with it, no harm has ever been 
done by it, while in different cafes of obftinatc fores, proceeding from 
Wuh, as well as other ca'ufes, it has evidently proved ufeful. 
Since 1 had occafion to mention this remedy in a former part of this 
tork, I have given it in twelve different cafes ; but as met ot tnefc 
r«ftill under cure, I cannot, with propriety, give a detail of them. 
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I mav remark, however, in general, that the more experience I have 
had of it-, the more I am pleafed with it. Where no effect has been 
produced by it on the difeafe for which it w?.s prefcribed, it has feldom 
failed to excite appetite, and to improve the ftrength and general 
health of the patient. I therefore conlider it as an important addition 
to our lift cf tonics. Hitherto the folution Which 1 have employed has 
been procured from London ; but as I expect focn to be fupplied with & 
quantity of terra ponderofa, I mean to have it prepared here. 
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Abfceffes in perinaeo 

. in the corpus cavernofum penis 

. in the fubftance of the urethra 

Abforption, promoted by friction 
jErugo, form of uiing in injections 
/Ether, ufeful in fpafms of the urethra 
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Alluni, ufed in injections for Gonorrhoea 

— form of ufing - 
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Alopecia, defcription of 

method of treatment of 

Anomalous Symptoms, defcription of 

method of treatment of 

Antidote, der.nition of the term 

Antimony Crude, ufeful in venereal eruptions 

Aqua Phagadenica, form of 

Afthma Venereal, tales of cured by mercury 

Atrophy, a fymptom of Lues Venerea 
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venereal, method of treatment of 
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Baifarns. Aftringent, v.fed in injections 

. their ufe in Gleer 

, form of uling in injection 

and - r 

Bark Peruvian, ufefui in Gonorrhoea 

, in fweli'ngof the tedis - x 

Barytes Muriated, its effects in lores fucceeding to buboes - 

— — ■ — obfervations on the uie of - 

Bladder, inflammation of - - » 

Biindnefs, from Lues Veaerea - 

defcriptioa of - r 

Biindnefs venereal, m-t hoi of treatment of 
Bl Iters, ufe of in Gonorrhoea 

ufefui in Gleet - 

their utility in deranged fenfations of the bladder and perineum 

. fometimes ufefui in Hernia humoralis 

„ in certa'n kinds of fwellings 

Blood-letting, when indicated in Gonorrhoea 

. ufefui in Chordee - 

local, ufefui in the treatment of bubo 

Blotches, venereal - 

mod frequent feat of - 

. how diftinguifhed 

— ; cure of s 

Borax, its utility in removing mercurial faiivation - 

Bougies - 

often ufefui in gleet ... 

obfervations on - - : 

chief objects in the formation of - 

__— directions for the ufe of 7 

_ fometimes flip into the bladder 

time of remaining }n the urethra 

; fhould not be allowed to remain long in the bladder 

, much perfevefance neceffarv in their application 

formula; for preparing ... 

Bubo, definition of ... 

may take place without chancre, or any previous mark ot infection 

produced by the abforption of the fyphilitic virus 

. ■ feat of 

: frequently more than one ... 

caufe of being always external 

description of ... 

1 fuppurates more quickly than other glandular tumors 

1 ■ how diftinguifhed from other tumors in the groin 

• often connected with fcrophula 
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